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SETTLEMENT  OF  BRASIL, 


BY 


THE    PORTUGUESE, 

AND    ITS    SEVERAL    REVOLUTIONS. 


CHAPTER    I. 

The  difcovery  of  Brafil  by  Don  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral.  The 
fmall  advantages  at  firft  expeded  from  it.  Some  account  of 
the  country,  and  its  ancient  inhabitants,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  firlt  fettled  by  the  Poituguefe. 


JLn  the  fecond  voyage  of  the  Portuguefe  to 
the  Indies  in  1500^  De  Cabral^  after  paffing  the 
Cape  de  Verde  iflands^  Hood  fo  far  out  to  fea  with 
a  view  of  avoiding  the  calms,  common  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  that  on  the  24th  of  April  he  obferved 
an  unknown  country  on  the  weft ;  but  the  fea  run- 
ning high,  he  was  obliged  to  fail  along  the  coaft  as 
far  as  1 5  degrees  fouth  latitude ;  where  finding  a 
good  haven,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  Porto  Seguro, 
or  the  Safe  Port ;  and  the  country  itfelf  he  called 
the  Land  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  but  this  name  was 
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afterwards  changed  to  that  of  Braiil,  from  its 
abounding  with  Brafil  wood,  which  had  been  fo 
called  in  Europe  about  300  years  before  this  coun- 
try was  difcovered. 

Cabralfent  fome  people  on  fhore  to  examine  this 
new  country,  and  they  reporting  that  it  was  well 
watered,  extremely  fertile,  full  of  fruit  trees,  and 
inhabited  by  a  mild  and  gentle  people,  he  refolved 
to  fuffer  his  men  to  refrelh  themfelves  on  Ihore. 
On  his  landing  he  found  the  place  exadtly  agreed 
with  the  defcription  that  had  been  given  of  it,  and 
that  the  peaceful  natives  were  fo  far  from  offering 
any  infult  to  the  Portuguefe,  that  they  received 
them  with  more  kindnefs  than  they  had  reafon  to 
expe6l.  As  De  Cabral  had  fome  condemned 
criminals  on  board,  whofe  fentence  had  been 
changed  from  that  of  death  to  tranfportation,  he 
left  two  of  thefe  fellows  in  the  country,  to  learn 
the  language,  to  make  farther  difcoveries,  and  to 
acquire  the  bell  knowledge  they  were  able,  of  this 
unknown  land  and  its  inhabitants.  Being  fenfible 
that  this  difcovery  was  of  great  importance,  he  re- 
folved to  lofe  no  time  in  fending  an  account  of  it 
to  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  therefore  immediately 
difpatched  one  of  his  vefTels  back  to  Lifbon,  with 
fome  perfons  on  board,  on  whofe  fidelity  he  could 
depend,  together  with  one  of  the  natives,  in  order 
to  his  being  inftru6ted  in  the  Portuguefe  language. 
He  alfo  fet  up  a  ftone  crofs  as  a  monument  of  his 
having  been  there,  and  of  his  having  taken  pof- 
jfeffion  of  the  country  in  behalf  of  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal ;  which  was  the  more  neceflary,  as  Columbus 
was  then  on  his  third  voyage,  making  fuch  difco- 
veries as  amazed  all  Europe. 

In  confequenceof  this  advice,  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal fent  feveral  perfons  to  make  difcoveries  of  the 
coaft,  who  foon  found  that  this  was  part  of  the  con- 
tinent of  that  new  world  diicovered  by  Columbus  ; 
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upon  which  great  difputes  arofe  between  the  two 
crowns,  about  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  this 
country  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  it  was 
at  lall  fettled,  that  from  the  river  of  Maranon  to 
the  river  of  Plate  fhould  be  yielded  to  the  king  of 
Portugal. 

Affairs  in  the  beginning  went  on  very  llowly  : 
the  firft  Portuguefe  inhabitants  were  fufficiently 
feniible  that  the  foil  was  fertile,  the  air  temperate, 
and  the  country  well  watered  ;  but  they  could  re- 
port no  more.  Brafil  appeared  a  pleafant,  fruitful, 
and  well  fituated  country,  capable  indeed  of  fur- 
nilhing  abundance  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  though 
it  was  imagined  to  be  deftitute  of  gold  and  filver. 
Upon  thefe  reports,  the  miniftry  did  not  defert 
the  country,  though  they  contented  themfelves 
with  tranfporting  thither  from  time  to  time  thofe 
villains  whofe  crimes  brought  them  under  the 
cenfure  of  the  law  ;  which  not  only  gave  the  Por- 
tuguefe a  mean  opinion  of  the  colony,  but  proved 
an  effe6lual  method  of  corrupting  the  poor  In- 
dians. 

Indeed  neither  thefe  difcoverers  nor  the  court  of 
Portugal,  could  from  any  diftindt  idea  of  the  im- 
portance of  fo  vaft  a  country,  which,  according 
to  its  prefent  boundaries,  may  be  reckoned  2000 
miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  1000  from  call 
to  well ;  though  the  Portuguefe  even  to  this  time 
have  fcarce  any  where  penetrated  500  miles.  As 
the  northern  parts  of  the  country  lie  near  the  equa- 
tor, they  are  fubje6l  to  great  rains  and  variable 
winds,  particularly  about  the  months  of  March  and 
September,  when  they  are  frequently  difturbed 
with  hurricanes  and  tempefts,  which  lay  the  coun- 
try under  water. 

The  middle  part  of  Brafil  from  5^.  of  fouth 
latitude  to  the  tropic,  has  the  winds  and  feafons 
dire^ly  the  reverfe  oF  thofe  in  other  parts  of  the 
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world,  within  the  fame  latitudes  ;  for  in  them  the 
dry  feafon  comes  on  when  the  fun  advances  to  the 
northward,  and  the  wet  feafon  begins  when  the 
fun  returns  to  the  fouthward;  but  here  the  wet 
feafon  begins  in  April,  when  the  fouth-eaft  wind 
fets  in,  with  violent  tornadoes,  thunder  and  light- 
ning ;  and  in  September,  when  the  wind  Ihifts 
to  eall-north-eaft,  it  brings  with  it  a  clear  Iky  and 
fair  weather.  There  is  no  country  between  the 
tropics  where  the  heats  are  more  tolerable^  or  the 
air  more  healthful,  it  being  conftantly  refrelhed 
with  breezes  from  the  fea,  and  cooled  by  the  lakes 
and  rivers  which  annually  overflow  their  banks ; 
and  in  the  inland  part  of  the  country,  the  winds 
from  the  mountains  are  ftill  cooler  than  thofe  that 
blow  from  the  ocean. 

That  part  of  Braiil  which  lies  more  to  the  fouth, 
and  without  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  is  in  all  re- 
fpe6ls  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  the  known 
world  ;  but  here  the  Portuguefe  dominions  are 
narrow,  they  being  confined  by  the  Spanifh  terri- 
tories and  the  river  Plate. 

The  Indians  differ  very  little  in  Itature  or  com- 
plexion from  the  Portuguefe  themfelves ;  but  much 
exceed  them  in  llrength  and  vigour.  Some  lived 
in  villages,  and  others  moved  about  according  to 
their  humours.  Thefe  villages  confifted  only  of 
three  or  four  very  large  houfes  ;  in  each  of  which 
a  whole  family  or  tribe  lived  together,  under  the 
authority  of  the  eldeft  parent.  They  procured 
fubfiftence  by  fowling  and  fifhing,  and  made  up 
the  reft  of  their  diet  with  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ; 
but  though  they  had  no  luxurious  plenty,  yet,  in 
fo  fertile  a  country,  they  were  in  no  great  danger 
of  want.  They  were,  however,  continually  at 
war  with  each  other  ;  but  for  what  caufe  is  not 
eafily  determined,  unlefs  we  Ihould  admit  what 
fome  old  writers  affirm,  that  they  made  thefe  wars 


J''.Ji^/cA,  ./? 


ry/a  /jrdji/ianj  K  '/Ae/r  'yu>t/dej 


BY  THE   PORTUGUESE.  s 

chiefly  that  they  might  kill  and  eat  each  other, 
efteeming  human  flefh  the  greateft  dainty.  But 
perhaps  the  teftimony  of  thofe^  who  own  them- 
felves  guilty  of  extirpating  thoufands  of  thefe  poor 
creatures,  to  whom  they  could  have  no  quarrel 
worthy  of  rational  beings,  ought  not  to  be  of 
much  weight;  lince  men  are  apt  to  calumniate 
and  mifreprefent  thofe  they  have  injured  ;  as  if  by 
aggravating  their  vices,  they  could  juftify,  or  at 
lealt  palliate,  their  own.  And  belides,  as  none 
of  the  late  travellers  obferve  any  lign  of  their  ever 
being  cannibals,  they  ought  to  be  vindicated  from 
fo  cruel  an  afperiion. 

The  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  writers  give  the 
name  of  Tapuyers  to  the  native  inhabitants  of 
the  north  part  of  Brafil,  and  that  of  Tupinambies 
or  Tupanamboys  to  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  Ibuth 
of  Brafil;  but  divide  thefe  again  into  feveral  petty 
nations,  who  fpeak  different  languages,  though 
their  manners  and  cuftoms  are  much  the  fame. 

The  Tapuyers  are  pretty  tall^  and  as  they  live 
almoft  under  the  equator,  are  of  a  dark  copper 
colour,  their  hair  which  is  black,  hanging  over 
their  fhoulders  ;  but  they  have  no  beards  nor  hair 
on  any  part  of  their  bodies,  and  go  naked,  the 
men  only  inclofing  their  nudities  in  a  cafe,  and 
the  women  concealing  theirs  with  leaves;  the  men 
alfo  wear  a  cap  or  coronet  of  feathers.  Their  or- 
naments are  glittering  ftones,  hanging  to  their 
lips  and  noftriis,  and  bracelets  of  feathers  upon 
their  arms ;  fome  of  them  paint  their  bodies  of 
various  colours;  while  others  rubbing  themfelves 
with  gums,  ftick  beautiful  feathers  upon  their 
Ikins,  which  at  a  diftance  make  them  look  more 
like  fowls  than  human  creatures. 

The  Tupinambies  who  inhabit  the  fouth  of  Bra- 
fil, are  of  a  moderate  ftature,  and  not  of  fo  dark 
a  complexion  as  their  northern  neighbours,  who 
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live  nearer  the  line.  They  are  indeed  neither  of 
them  fo  dark  as  the  Africans  in  the  fame  latitude, 
for  there  were  no  negroes  in  America,  till  they 
\vere  tranfported  thither  by  the  Port uguefe  and 
Spaniards.  The  Tupinambies,  however,  refem- 
ble  the  Africans  in  their  flat  nofes,  which  being 
efteemed  a  beauty,  are  made  fo  by  art  in  their  in- 
fancy. They  have  alfo  black  lank  hair  upon 
their  heads ;  but,  like  the  Tapuyers,  have  no 
hair  on  their  bodies  and  faces,  and,  like  them, 
paint  their  bodies. 

The  general  food  of  the  Bralilians  is  the  caflTavi 
or  mandioka  root  dried  to  powder,  of  which  they 
make  cakes  like  our  fea-bifcuits.  This  flour  they 
alfo  carry  with  them  on  journeys,  and  it  being 
infufed  in  water,  ferves  them  both  as  meat  and 
drink  ;  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  corn 
till  the  Europeans  carried  it  thither.  They  alfo 
feed  on  other  roots,  fruit  and  herbs ;  on  wild-fowl, 
the  venifon  they  take  in  hunting,  and  on  fi(h,  and 
with  every  thing  eat  a  great  deal  of  pepper.  They 
generally  drink  fpring-water,  of  which  they  are 
faid  to  have  the  beft  and  the  greateft  variety  in  the 
world;  yet  they  have  other  kinds  of  liquors  made 
of  the  fruits  prefled  and  infufed,  or  of  honey, 
with  which  they  fometimes  get  very  drunk,  fitting 
whole  days  and  nights  over  their  cups. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe,  they  were 
mailers  of  the  art  of  fpinning,  weaving,  and  build- 
ing their  houfes,  and  of  forming  their  arms,  which 
coniifted  of  bows,  arrows,  lances  and  darts;  and 
they  had  feme  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  feveral 
herbs  and  drugs,  which  they  frequently  adminif- 
tered  with  fuccefs  to  the  lick. 

Hunting,  fowling  and  fifliing  were  then  rather 
their  bufmefs  than  amufement,  thefe  being  abfo- 
lutely  necelTary  for  the  fupport  of  their  families, 
in  a  country  where  they  had  no  tame  cattle  or  corn ; 
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drinking,  dancing  and  finging  were  more  proper- 
ly their  diverlions,  which  they  pradifed  on  their 
days  of  rejoicing  for  a  vi(5lory,  or  on  the  birth  of 
their  children.  They  are  at  prefent  great  fmokers 
and  take  the  ftrongeft  tobacco;  their  pipes  are  a 
hollow  reed  or  cane,  and  the  bowl  is  a  large  nut- 
Ihell  that  alnioft  holds  an  handful  of  tobacco. 

In  (hort,  they  are  a  tradable  and  ingenious  peo- 
ple, ready  to  learn  any  art  or  fcience  the  Portuguefe 
will  teach  them,  and  taking  nothing  fo  kindly  of  the 
priefls  as  the  inftru6ling  of  their  children  ;  whence 
the  Jefuits  have  made  many  converts  ;  and  thofe 
who  live  under  the  Portuguefe,  generally  conform 
to  their  cuftoms  in  eating,  drinking,  and  cloath- 
ing.  They  are  but  little  inclined  to  labour,  from 
their  not  being  infe6led  with  avirice  :  for  their  de- 
lires  are  but  few,  and  thofe  ealily  gratified.  Their 
greateft  vice  is  their  thirft  of  revenge. 

To  return  to  the  fteps  by  which  the  Portuguefe 
lettlements  in  Brafil  became  at  length  fo  confidera- 
ble. — The  crown  had  at  lirfl  recourfe  to  the  making 
extenlive  grants  to  fuch  as  were  inclined  to  fettle 
there,  or  had  the  power  offending  others  ;  whence 
fome  of  the  richeft  and  moft  powerful  of  the  no- 
bility had  diftri61:s  given  them  equal  in  extent  to 
Portugal  itfelf.  This  was  at  iirft  attended  with 
little  inconvenience,  lince  the  king  might  without 
expence,  give  to  others  what  he  never  actually 
pofTefTed.  This  Hep  was  the  more  neceflary,  as 
the  whole  attention  both  of  the  minifters  and  no- 
bility was  taken  up  with  the  Eaft- Indies,  where 
the  latter  found  means  to  repair  their  fortunes  by 
obtaining  governments,  by  which  they  foon  acquir- 
ed vaft  eftates ;  while  thofe  who  were  contented  to 
try  their  fortunes  in  this  new  colony,  found  that 
the  natives  were  refolved  not  to  bear  the  yoke  of 
llavery,  and  grew  defperate  at  every  attempt  to 
bring  them  into  fubje6lion. 
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The  fertilit}^  of  the  country,  however,  made 
fome  amends  for  thefe  inconveniencies,  by  drawing 
abundance  of  people  from  other  parts  of  America 
to  fettle  there;,  where  they  erected  a  new  kind  of 
government,  didated  by  neceffity,  in  which  every 
m after  of  a  family  was  both  a  planter  and  a  foldier. 
He  laid  out  as  much  land  as  himfelf  and  his  family 
could  cultivate,  and  daily  performed  his  military 
exercifes  to  enable  himfelf  to  defend  his  property  ; 
and  hence  every  diftri6l  had  the  title  of  captainlhip ; 
which  they  ftill  retain,  though  the  ftate  of  affairs  is 
abfolutely  changed. 

By  this  means  the  colony  grew  apace,  and  in 
fifty  years  time  fpread  over  a  large  tra6t  of  country,  ^ 
and  erected  many  good  towns,  the  principal  of 
which  were  Tamacara,  Fernambuca,  Ilheos,  Porto 
Segura,  and  St.  Vincent,  each  of  which  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  populous  and  well  cultivated  terri- 
tory. 

The  flourilliing  ftate  of  Brafil  foon  began  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  court;  king  John  III. 
became  concerned  at  the  grants  made  by  his  pre- 
deceflbrs,  and  therefore  in  the  year  15:49,  ungene- 
roufiy  revoked  all  thofe  made  to  the  original  pro- 
prietors. The  fame  year  he  made  Thomas  de  Soufa 
governor- general  of  Brafil,  who  fetting  fail  with  a 
fleet  of  fix  men  of  war,  carried  with  him  many 
oflftcers^  civil  and  military,  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  foldiers,  and  fix  fathers  of  the  new  order  of 
Jefuits,  who  were  to  convert  the  Indians.  He  had 
alfo  a  new  plan  of  power  adjufted  according  to  the 
views  of  the  court,  and  was  dire6led  to  build  a  new 
town  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints. 

De  Soufa,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Brafil,  began 
to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  what  he  was  ordered 
to  perform.  He  made  war  upon  the  natives,  built 
the  town  of  St.  Salvador,  and  erected  monafteries 
for  the  Jefuits. 
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What  De  Satifa  could  not  finiih,  was  completed 
fcy  Edward  Acofto,  his  fucceflbr,  in  whofe  time 
the  number  of  towns  and  of  the  inhabitants  was 
doubled  ;  he  was  alfo  obliged  to  ftrengthen  the 
towns,  by  ere6ling  better  fortifications  than  thofe 
with  which  they  had  been  hitherto  furrounded* 
He  therefore  demolifhed  the  old  fortificationSi 
which  were  of  earth,  and  raifmg  others  of  brick 
and  ftone^  furnilhed  them  with  artillery,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  which  was  foon  juftified  by  experience* 


CHAPTER    li. 

Attempts  made  by  the  French  to  fettle  a  colony  in  Brafil  by  the 
Sieur  de  Villegagnon,  capt.  Riffaut,  and  M.  Rivardier,  with- 
out fuccefs. 


At  this  time  the  affairs  of  France  being  in 
the  greateft  confulion,  and  the  difputes  between 
thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome  and  the  Calvinifts  be- 
ing carried  to  the  utmoil  height^  many  of  the  moil 
active  and  induftrious  people  were  defirous  of  leav- 
ing their  native  foil,  and  feeking  an  ealier  and 
more  contented  i^ate  in  diltant  climates.  Among 
thefe  was  Nicholas  Durant,  lord  of  Villegagnon^, 
knight  of  Malta,  and  vice-admiral  of  Britany,  who 
being  treated  ill  at  Nantz,  fuddenly  refolved  tp 
leave  the  kingdom,  and  carry  a  colony  into  feme 
diftant  part  of  the  world,  and  hearing  fome  account 
of  Brafil,  he  drew  up  a  fcheme  for  fixing  a  fettle- 
ment  in  that  country.  This  he  prefented  to  Gafpar 
de  Coligny,  admiral  of  France,  defiring  his  aflift- 
ance  towards  fitting  out  a  fquadron  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 
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The  admiral  was  diltinguifhed  for  his  abilities 
and  virtues,  and,  being  a  very  zealous  proteftant^ 
readily  promifed  to  give  him  all  the  encouragement 
be  could  deiire,  in  hopes  of  fettling  a  protellant 
colony ;  that,  in  cafe  the  affairs  of  his  friends 
Ihould  be  totally  ruhied  in  France,  they  might 
have  a  place  to  which  they  might  retire  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  enemies.  De  Vlllegagnon,  readily 
undertaking  to  put  this  in  execution,  the  admiral 
made  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  affair  to  king 
Henry  II.  that  he  had  leave  to  fit  out  three  large 
veffeis,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  feamen  and  ad- 
venturers on  board  ;  and  in  May  iSS5»  ^^^^  fmall 
fquadron  failed  from  Havre  de  Grace  for  Brafil, 
where,  after  a  tedious  and  troublefome  voyage  they 
arrived  in  November. 

This  colony  landed  upon  a  rock,  which  they 
found  uninhabitable ;  but  marching  farther  within 
land,  fixed  upon  a  very  commodious  fpot  of  ground 
almoft  under  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  where  they 
erc6fed  a  convenient  fortrefs  for  their  fecurity  both 
againft  the  natives  and  the  Portuguefe,  which  they 
called  fort  Coligny.  From  this  place  the  Sieur  de 
Villegagnon  fent  the  admiral  a  long  account  of  his 
proceedings  and  fituatibn  ;  defcribed  the  country 
and  its^  inhabitants,  and  obferved  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely practicable  to  make  that  both  a  ufeful  and 
thriving  colony  ;  but  remarked  that  fuch  as  were 
fent  to  him  muft  not  expect  the  delicacies  of  Eu- 
rope, that  their  bread  was  made  of  a  certain  root 
ground  to  powder,  that  they  had  no  wine,  much 
fifh,  and  fome  venifon  ;  and  that  thofe  who  could 
live  contentedly  upon  fuch  provifions,  might  find 
a  fecure  retreat  at  his  fort  in  Brafil. 

This  letter  the  admiral  communicated  to  the 
famous  reformer  John  Calvin  of  Geneva,  who  pre- 
vailed on  a  dozen  zealous  proteftants  of  that  city, 
to  engage  in  the  delign  of  improving  this  new  fet- 
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tlement.  Du  Pont,  a  man  of  fenfe,  with  a  good 
charaC'ter,  was  put  at  the  head  of  this  affair,  and 
with  hini  were  joined  two  minifters,  Peter  Richer 
who  had  been  Formerly  a  Carmelite,  and  W  iliam 
Chartier  ;  thefe  fetting  out  together  from  Geieva, 
waited  upon  the  admiral  at  Chatillon,  who  gave 
them  a  kind  reception;  and  by  his  allillance,  joined 
to  their  own  intereil,  they  loon  got  together  ^09 
men,  who  embarked  at  Honfleur  011  board  three 
veiTels,  in  November  1556,  and  arrived  at  fort 
Coligny  on  the  7th  of  March  1557,  where  they 
werereceived  witli  great  joy. 

Things,  however,  did  not  long  continue  in  this 
iituation  ;  for  the  Sieur  de  Villegagnon,  who  had 
pretended  to  be  a  rigid  calvinift,  foon  iliewed,  that 
he  had  only  worn  a  mall^.  This  produced  a  quar- 
rel between  him  and  the  miniller  Richer,  in  which 
the  difputes  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  drove  the  latter 
and  ail  his  adherents  out  of  the  colony;  upon  whch 
they  failed  up  the  Rio  Janeiro,  and  ellablifhed 
themfelves  upon  its  banks;  where  having  ftaid 
about  eight  months,  they  returned  to  France, 
where  ihey  reprefented  the  Sieur  de  Villegagnon, 
in  the  blackeft  colours,  as  an  hyprocrite  and  an  im- 
poftor :  at  which  the  admiral,  finding  that  this  af- 
fair was  not  likely  to  be  of  any  advantage  to  the 
protellant  caufe,  refoived  to  give  himfelf  no  farther 
concern  about  it. 

The  Sieur  de  Villegagnon  being  thus  abandoned, 
took  the  belt  meafures  iie  could  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  colony  in  his  abfence,  and  then  returned  to 
France  ;  where  he  endeavoured  to  raife  a  belief  of 
his  beinga  zealous calvinift,  and  publifliedan  apo- 
logy for  his  own  C()ndu61:,  in  which  he  painted  the 
minifters  in  as  bad  a  light  as  they  had  placed  him,* 
but  (indnig  this  produced  no  good,  he  retired  to  a 
commandery  of  his  own  order,  and  fpent  the  re- 
piainder  of  his  days  in  writing  againft  the  pro^ 
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teftants.  In  the  mean  time  the  Portuguefe  laid 
hold  of  this  opportunity  to  rid  theaifelves  of  their 
new  neighbours ;  and  the  next  year  Emanuel  Sa, 
governor  of  Braiil,  cut  off  the  French  that  were 
left  behind,  and  demolifhed  their  fort. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  during  the  fliort  time  the 
French  were  pofTelTed  of  this  fettlement,  they  made 
a  greater  progrefs  in  trade,  and  eftabli/hed  a  more 
friendly  correfpondence  with  the  natives,  than  the 
Portuguefe  had  been  able  to  do  in  about  fifty  years. 
This  indeed  was  owing  to  a  very  odd  accident. 
About  twenty  years  before,  a  (hip  from  Normandy 
having  been  loft  upon  that  coaft,  fome  of  the  men 
got  un  (hore,  where  being  well  received  by  the  na- 
tives they  married  among  them,  and  exa6lly  con- 
formed to  their  manners,  and  thefe  men  were  of 
great  fervice  to  the  colony. 

The  Portuguefe  now  for  fome  time  quietly  en- 
joyed their  fettlements,  till  at  length  one  captain 
RifFaut,  who  had  been  cruizing  on  the  Spaniards, 
touched  at  the  iiland  of  Maragnan,  on  the  coaft  of 
Braiil,  contra6ted  fo  great  an  intimacy  with  the 
Indian  chief  of  the  iiland,  that  he  invited  him  to 
bring  a  fufficient  number  of  his  countrymen  to  fix 
a  fettlement  there,  promiiing  to  give  him  all  the 
afliftance  in  his  power.  This  offer  the  French  cap- 
tain readily  embraced,  and  at  his  return  to  France, 
found  means,  by  his  credit  and  intereft,  to  equip 
three  ihips  fo  efle61:ually,  that  there  was  great  rea- 
fon  to  expe(5l  extraordinary  fuccefs  ;  but  his  men 
mutinying  before  he  reached  the  iiland,  and  the 
largeft  of  his  ihips  running  upon  the  coaft  as  foon 
as  he  got  to  it,  by  which  means  ihe  was  loft,  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  France  ;  but  fome  of  his  peo- 
ple, among  whom  was  M.  de  Vaux,  chofe  to  ftay 
with  the  natives,  who  made  them  extremely  wel- 
come: This  young  gentleman  was  remarkably  brifk 
find  a6tivp  ;  he  liked  the  climate,  and  continued 
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there  fome  time.  His  behaviour  to  the  Brafilians 
was  very  engaging,  and  he  in  many  rerpe6ts  proved 
fo  ufeful  to  them,  that  they  made  the  fame  appli- 
cations to  him,  as  the  Indian  chief  had  done  to 
captain  RifFaut,  which  at  laft  engaged  him  to  think 
ferioufly  upon  the  fubje<5l,  and  to  return  home  by 
the  firft  opportunity. 

On  M.  de  Vaux's  arriving  in  France,  he  ap- 
plied to  king  Henry  IV.  to  whom  he  reprefented 
the  vaft  advantages  that  would  flow  from  fuch  an 
eftablilhment ;  upon  which  tliat  prince  who  had 
the  good  of  his  fubjedts  at  heart,  and  was  unwil- 
ling to  place  too  great  a  confidence  on  the  credit 
of  a  young  adventurer,  fent  a  fmall  veirel,  under 
the  command  of  M.  Rivardier,  a  perfon  of  great 
merit,  upon  whofe  report  he  could  depend,  who 
took  M.  de  Vaux  with  him,  and  after  remaining 
fix  months  in  Bralil,  returned  to  France,  from 
whence  he  made  feveral  voyages  back,  before  the 
government  could  come  to  any  refolution  about 
fettling  a  colony.  Preparations  were,  however, 
at  length  a6lually  made  for  fending  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  thither,  when  a  flop  was  put  to  them  by  the 
murder  of  Henry  IV.  But  M.  Rivardier  was  fo 
fond  of  the  place,  and  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  a 
fettlement  there  would  immediately  turn  to  ac- 
count, that  he  embarked  his  whole  private  for- 
tune, and  engaged  feveral  of  his  friends  to  do  fo 
too  ;  by  which  means  he  equipt  three  iiout  velTels, 
and  engaged  about  300  men  to  go  to  Bralil,  with 
whom  he  embarked  at  Cancale,  on  the  coaft  of 
Britany,  and  in  July  following  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Maragnan. 

He  there  ere6led  a  fortrefs  on  the  fummit  of  a 
hill  near  the  beli  port  in  the  iiland,  between  two 
fine  rivers  that  wafhed  both  fides  of  the  mountain, 
and  ran  from  thence  into  the  fea.  Upon  the  baf- 
tions  of  this  fort  he  mounted  twenty- two  pieces 
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of  cannon  ;  and  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  all 
the  fuccefs  that  could  be  defired,  when,  about 
two  years  after  their  firft  arrival,  a  llrong  fqua- 
dron,  fent  by  Don  Jerom  de  Albuquerque,  the 
Portuguefe  governor  of"  Brafil,  appearing  before 
the  bay,  foon  forced  them  to  furrender,  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  orders,  the  place  was  inftantly  de- 
nioliihed  ;  which  cured  the  French  of  ail  farther 
thoughts  of  fettling  in  that  country. 


CHAPTER    III. 

The  Dutch  make  themfelves  maflers  of  Brafil ;  but  are  driven 
out  by  the  united  force  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  The  Dutch, 
however,  being  refolved  to  make  a  frefh  attempt,  fend  a  large 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lank,  with  a  body  of 
land  forces  commanded  by  General  Wardenbourgh.  The  lat- 
ter takes  the  city  of  Olinda,  and  ail  the  coafts  to  the  fouth; 
while  Admiral  Lank  takes  an  ifland  called  the  Sandy  Receif. 
Admiral  Pater  being  afterwards  fent  from  Holland  with  a  large 
fleet,  the  Dutch  oblige  the  Portuguefe  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Olinda ;  and  this  brave  admiral,  with  only  fix  ftiips,  engages 
the  Portuguefe  fleet  of  forty-five,  and  comes  off  with  great 
tonour. 


JL  N  the  year  1581,  the  crown  of  Portugal 
devolving  on  the  head  of  Philip  the  11.  king  of 
Spain,  he  not  only  became  poffefTed  of  all  the  rich 
countries  in  America  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards, 
but  of  Brafil,  and  all  the  Portuguefe  fettiements 
in  the  Eaft-Indies.  Thefe  he  left  to  his  fuccelibrs, 
together  with  the  v/ar  he  had  carried  on  againft 
the  Seven  United  Provinces,  who  had  Ihaken  off 
their  dependence  on  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  for- 
med themfelves  into  a  Republic,  which,  by  attend- 
ing to  tradej  made  the  moil  rapid  peogrefs.     This 
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tiew  Republic,  by  forming  an  Eaft  India  company 
obtained  fuch  prodigious  advantage,  that,  in  1624, 
they  were  induced  tofet  up  alfo  a  Weft-India  com- 
pany, which  from  its  firft  inftitution  proved  fatal 
to  the  Portuguefe. 

The  Dutch  being  now  fenfible  of  the  ftate  of 
Brafil,  and  the  fmall  refiftance  they  were  like  to 
meet  with  in  cafe  they  made  a  defcent  on  the  coaft, 
which  was  no  lefs  than  1200  leagues  in  extent, 
equipped  a  fquadron  under  the  command  of  James 
Wilikens,  which  entering  the  bay  of  All  Saints, 
the  Portuguefe  were  fo  frightened,  that,  inftead 
of  providing  for  their  defence,  they  immediately 
ufed  all  pollible  methods  to  carry  off  and  fecure 
their  effects. 

The  Dutch  obferving  the  confternation  into 
which  they  had  thrown  the  enemy,  inftantly  land- 
ed, and  without  much  ditiiculty  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  St.  Salvador,  the  capital  of  Brafil.  Don 
Diego  de  Mendoza,  the  Portuguefe  governor,  not 
having  the  courage  to  defend  the  place,  fled  ;  but 
Michael  Texeira,  the  archbifhop,  who  was  of  one 
of  the  beft  families  in  Portugal,  notvvithftanding 
his  being  in  years,  fummoned  all  the  clergy  and 
monks  about  him,  and  reprefenting  the  neceility 
they  were  under  of  laying  afide  their  clerical  capa- 
cities, prevailed  on  them  to  take  up  arms  ;  and 
though  deferted  by  the  governor,  the  foldiers  and 
the  inhabitants,  they  for  fome  time  made  a  VQiy 
gallant  defence,  and  at  laft  retreated  to  a  neigh- 
bouring town  ;  where,  after  ailing  the  part  of 
foldiers,  they  turned  pioneers,  and,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  the  archbifhop,  fortified  the  place,  and 
gave  the  enemy  as  much  trouble  as  if  they  had 
been  the  moft  regular  troops  in  the  world. 

By  the  taking  of  this  town,  the  Dutch  not  only 
acquired  an  immenfe  plunder,  but  became  mafters 
of  the  largeftand  beft  peopled  diiuict  in  the  whole 
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country,  and  feemed  in  a  fair  way  of  making,  irt 
a  fhort  time,  a  complete  conqueft  of  the  whole 
colony ;  which  they  would  probably  have  done, 
had  it  not  been  tor  the  heroic  archbifhop,  who 
afTumed  the  title  of  captain  general,  an  office 
which  he  faid  came  to  him  from  Heaven,  in  the 
legible  chara6lers  of  public  necellity. 

The  news  of  this  misfortune  no  fooner  reached 
Portugal,  than  it  threw  both  the  city  of  Lifbon 
and  the  whole  kingdom  into  confuiion,  which  was 
increafcd  by  the  fufpicions  of  the  nobility,  that 
the  Spanifh  miniftry  were  not  much  difpleafed  at 
this  event,  as  it  would  lefTen  the  wealth  and  power 
of  the  grandees  of  Portugal,  who  had  the  greateft 
part  of  their  eftates  in  Brafil.  However,  king 
Philip  IV.  in  whofe  reign  this  happened,  (hewed 
thatthefe  fufpicions  were  but  ill  founded.  He  im- 
mediately fent  orders  to  Portugal  to  equip  a  fleet 
for  the  recovery  of  St.  Salvador,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wrote  a  letter  with  his  own  hand  to  the  no- 
bility, deliring  their  alliftance  on  this  occalion. 

This  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Portuguefe  lords  exerted  themfelves  fo  effectually, 
that  in  three  months  time  they  had  a  fleet  of 
twenty-fix  fail  ready  to  put  to  fea  ;  but  though  the 
Spaniards  did  not  make  equal  difpatch,  yet,  in 
February  1626,  their  fleet  joined  that  of  Portugal, 
and  they  fet  fail,  under  the  command  of  Don  Fre- 
deric de  Toledo  Oforio,  marquis  of  Valduefa,  with 
1500  men  on  board. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  being  in  polTeflfion 
of  St.  Salvador  and  the  adjacent  country,  began 
very  raflily  to  extend  themfelves  on  every  fide, 
either  from  contempt  of  the  Portuguefe,  or  an 
extravagant  thirft  of  plunder.  The  heroic  arch- 
bifliop,  however,  foon  convinced  them  of  their 
miftake  :  he  had  now  affembled  1500  men,  and 
with  thefe   not  only  cut  off  moft  of  their  parties:, 
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but  at  laft  forcing  them  to  take  (helter  in  the  town, 
blocked  them  up,  and  reduced  them  to  great  dif- 
trcfs;  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  he  re- 
figned  the  command  firft  to  Nunez  Marino,  and 
afterwards  to  Don  Francis  de  Mauro,  declaring  that 
his  own  commiffion  expired  with  that  neceflity, 
which  had  forced  him  to  take  it  up. 

Things  were  in  this  lituation,  when  the  united 
fleets  of  Spain  and  Portugal  arrived  in  the  bay  of 
All  Saints.  Don  Emanuel  de  MenelTez  immediate  - 
ly  landed  4000  men,  and  joined  the  army  before 
St.  Salvador.  The  Dutch  governor  was,  however, 
refolved  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity ;  but 
the  garrifon  mutinying,  forced  him  to  furrender 
on  the  20th  of  April;  when  the  Spanilh  and  Por- 
tuguefe  commanders,  fuppoiing  that  the  war  was 
at  an  end,  and  that  the  Dutch,  like  the  French, 
would  be  afraid  of  making  any  new  attempts  upon 
Brafil,  returned  home  with  the  fleets  in  triumph. 

They  were  however  greatly  miftaken,  for  the 
rich  plunder  of  St.  Salvador,  which  had  been 
brought  by  admiral  Wiliken's  into  Holland,  made 
the  Dutch  defirous  of  engaging  in  other  ex  peditions 
of  the  fame  kind,  and  encouraged  the  Weft- India 
company  to  think  of  making  another  expedition. 
They  accordingly  fitted  out  a  ftrong  fleet  of  4.6 
men  of  war,  commanded  by  admiral  Lonk,  witli 
a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces  on  board,  under 
gen.  Wardenbourg,  which  fetting  fail,  arrived  in 
light  of  Fernambuca  on  the  3d  of  February  1630, 
and  gen.  Wardenbourg  landing  with  near  3000 
men  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  marched  di- 
re6lly  towards  the  city  of  Olinda,  which  he  found 
covered  by  three  forts,  with  a  numerous  garrifon 
in  each  ;  he  however  attacked  and  carried  them  all, 
but  not  without  a  vigorous  reliftance  ;  and  this 
fuccefs  fo  frightened  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
that  they  immediately  furrendered,  though  the 
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natives,  who  had  turned  Chriftians,  (hewed  great 
fpirit,  and  behaved  on  this,  and  on  every  other 
occalion,  with  the  utmoft  courage  and  fideUty. 

While  general  Warden  burg  was  thus  employed 
on  Ihore,  Admiral  Lonk  was  no  lefs  a6live  by  fea ; 
and  as  the  Portuguefe  had  no  confiderable  naval 
force  to  oppofe  him,  he^  in  a  very  fliort  time,  re- 
duced all  the  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  Olinda,  fecuring 
and  fortifying  every  place  that  fell  into  his  hands  ; 
it  being  refolved,  to  obtain  fuch  a  footing  in  the 
country,  as  would  enable  the  Dutch  to  keep  their 
ground  againft  the  whole  force  of  Portugal. 

With  this  view  Admiral  Lonk  refolved  at  all 
events,  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  a  very  ftrong 
pod,  that  feemed  the  fitteft  for  his  purpofe,  and  of 
which  it  is  neceflary  that  we  Ihould  give  our  read- 
ers fome  account. 

The  whole  coaft  of  Bralil  is  bordered  by  a  thick 
and  flat  ridge  of  rocks,  which  is  in  fome  places 
twenty,  and  in  others  thirty  yards  broad  ;  and  were 
it  not  for  feveral  breaks  and  pallages  in  this  rocky 
inclofure,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  approach  the 
fliore.  In  particular^  there  is  a  very  large  pafTage 
towards  the  north  of  Olinda  ;  but  the  ridge  of  rocks 
appears  again  almoft  before  the  city,  and  the  inha- 
bitants pafs  to  it  in  boats  at  high  water.  This 
part  of  the  ridge  is  called  by  the  Portuguefe  RecifFo, 
and  by  the  Dutch  the  Receif.  On  the  north  point 
is  a  very  narrow  open  paflage  for  the  fliips  to  ap- 
proach the  fhore  ;  and  between  this  ridge  of  rocks 
and  the  continent,  is  afandy  illand  about  a  league 
in  length  called  the  Sandy  Recief  Upon  thisifland, 
which  is  in  8^*  26  fouth  latitude,  was  a  good  caftle, 
called  Fort  St.  George,  well  provided  with  artillery, 
and  efteemed  impregnable,  and  of  this  the  Dutch 
admiral  made  hi mfelt  mafter,  when  having  ftrength- 
ened  the  Stony  Receif,  he  made  this  the  chief  feat 
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of  commerce,  and  afterwards  it  became  one  of  the 
moft  confiderable  places  in  BraiiL 

The  PortugLiefe  and  Spaniards  were  exceflively 
alarmed  at  the  news  of  this  iecond  attempt  upon 
Brafil,  and  at  the  Dutch  having  conquered  the 
Captainlhip  of  Fernambuca  ;  they  therefore  re- 
folved  to  fend  thither  immediately  a  force  fufficient 
to  drive  them  out,  and  eifec^ually  to  fecure  the 
country  to  themfelves  for  the  future  ;  but  the  dif- 
afFediion  of  the  Portuguefe  to  the  Spanilh  govern- 
ment, divided  and  perplexed  their  meafures  fo, 
that  they  were  a  long  time  in  fitting  out  a  fleet; 
during  which  the  Dutch  were  employed  in  fortify- 
ing themfelves,  in  extending  their  conquefts,  and 
in  taking  all  the  necefTary  precautions  for  their 
defence ;  wherein  they  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 
induftry  and  vigilance. 

The  Dutch  fleet  no  fooner  returned  from  Brafil, 
than  admiral  Pater  was  fent  thither  with  a  much 
llronger  force,  in  order  to  make  a  conqueft  of  the 
whole  country.  He  arrived  in  fight  of  the  coall  of 
Fernambuca  on  the  ifl;  of  May  1631,  where  find- 
ing the  city  of  Olinda  clofely  blocked  up  by  a  nu- 
merous army,  commanded  by  Albuquerque,  the 
famous  Portuguefe  general,  who  had  landed  400 
men  under  the  command  of  an  experienced  ofiicer, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy *s  works,  in  order  to 
form  a  jufl:  judgment  of  the  befi:  manner  of  begin- 
ning the  attack  ;  but  the  Dutch  garrifon  feeing  his 
fleet  come  to  an  anchor,  and  the  troops  landed, 
made  fo  vigorous  afally  on  the  befiegers,  as  forced 
them  to  retire  from  before  the  city  with  confidera- 
ble lofs.  Admiral  Pater  now  enabled  his  country- 
men to  extend  their  conquefi:s  very  confiderably.. 
particularly  towards  the  fouth,  intending  to  at- 
tack the  city  of  St.  Salvador  both  by  fea  and  land  ; 
but  was  prevented  by  his  receiving  intelligence 
that  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  had  fent  a  itrong 
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fleet,  which  was  actually  at  fea,  in  order  to  under- 
take the  relief  of  braliL 

This  fleet  confided  of  about  thirty  fliips,  com- 
manded by  admiral  D'Oquendo,  who  failed  from 
Spain  in  a  very  indifferent  condition ;  but  at  the 
Canaries  was  joined  by  fifteen  more,  and  near  the 
Cape  de  Verd  iflands  received  fuch  an  acceffion  of 
force,  as  made  D'Oquendo's  fleet  conlift  of  fifty- 
four  large  fliips.  The  Dutch  admiral  had  but  iix- 
teen,  but  being  jealous  of  the  honour  of  his  coun- 
try, boldly  refoived  to  fight  under  this  amazing 
difadvantage,  and  was  even  determined  to  meet 
the  enemy,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  6^,  fouth 
latitude :  but  as  foon  as  they  appeared  in  fight, 
and  the  Dutch  fleet  faw  how  unequal  the  difpute 
was  like  to  prove,  ten  of  the  captains  bore  away, 
and  left  the  admiral  only  fix  fliips  to  fight  an  enemy 
that  had  almofl:  ten  times  his  number ;  and  though 
he  had  two  flags  under  him,  thefe,  to  their  im- 
mortal honour,  were  two  of  thofe  who  had  joined 
him,  fo  that  there  were  three  admirals  to  ^vx. 
fliips.  The  battle  was  long  and  bloody,  for  many 
of  the  Portuguefe  fliips  were  funk  ;  and  it  is  evident, 
that  if  the  other  ten  fliips  had  ftaid,  vi6lory  would 
have  declared  for  the  Dutch  ;  but  at  lafl:  admiral 
Thys  in  the  Prince  William  was  funk,  and  foon 
after,  a  ball  unhappily  falling  into  the  Dutch  ad- 
mirars  powder  room,  the  fliip  was  blown  up,  and 
that  brave  man  loft.  Upon  this  the  four  Dutch 
fliips  that  remained,  retired  ;  but  did  it  with  fuch 
courage  and  addrefs,  that  they  not  only  fafely  ar- 
rived at  Olinda,  but  carried  off  a  Portuguefe  man 
of  war  they  had  taken,  and  indeed,  it  may  be  fafely 
aflirmed,  there  never  was  a  more  glorious  adiion. 

When  admiral  D'Oquendo  arrived  on  the  coaft, 
he  was  fatisfied  with  fending  refrefliments  and  rein- 
forcements to  the  army  under  Albuquerque,  but 
made  no  attempt  againfl:  the  city  of  Olinda ;  the 
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great  lofs  he  had  fufFered  in  the  battle,  which 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  no  lefs  than  thirteen  fail 
taken  and  funk,  made  him  leave  things  in  a  ftate 
little  better  than  that  in  which  he  found  them.  He 
therefore,  after  repairing  his  Ihips,  fet  fail  for 
Lifbon,  in  the  month  of  Odlober,  but  in  his  pafTage 
had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  four  Dutch  men 
of  war  well  manned,  who  bravely  refolved  to  at- 
tack him,  though  he  had  Hill  forty  fail,  and  moil 
of  them  large  Ihips. 

In  this  engagement  D'Oquendo  loft  the  captain 
of  his  own  lliip,  with  twenty-two  other  captains ;  ' 
his  vice-admiral,  three  men  of  war,  two  frigates, 
and  about  700  private  men;  after  which  he  re- 
turned home,  with  the  wretched  remains  of  his 
unfortunate  fleet ;  but  the  blame  fell  entirely  upon 
the  minifterSj  who,  in  fpite  of  his  remonllrances, 
had  obliged  him  to  fail  with  Ihips  half  equipped  and 
half  manned. 

As  this  misfortune  could  not  be  remedied,  the 
minifters  exprelled  their  willingnefs  to  do  all  in 
their  power  in  order  to  repair  it,  and  therefore 
gave  orders  for  providing  a  larger  fleet,  better 
equipped  and  manned,  to  fail  under  the  command 
of  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo,  who  had  acquired 
great  reputation.  But  notwithftanding  all  their 
endeavours  nothing  could  be  done  that  feafon,  and 
therefore  it  was  deferred  to  the  next  fpring;  when 
it  was  refolved  to  fend  fuch  a  force,  as  fhould  put 
an  end  to  the  war  at  once ;  but  as  it  is  much  eafier 
to  lay  fine  fchemes  in  the  cabinet,  than  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  fo,  notwithftanding  this  ce- 
lebrated admiral  a61:ually  proceeded  on  his  voyage 
with  a  very  large  fleet,  every  way  well  provided, 
he  returned  to  Portugal  without  doing  any  thing 
of  importance. 
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CHAPTER     IV. 

The  furprifmg  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  againfl:  the  united  forces  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  induces  the  directors  of  the  Weft-India 
company  to  fend  count  Maurice  of  NafTau,  as.  governor  of 
Brafil,  who,  by  his  wife  condu£t,  and  prudent  adminiftration, 
fecures  and  fettles  the  beft  part  of  the  country. 


EAN  while  the  Dutch  taking  advantage 
of  thefe  delays,  made  a  furpriling  progrefs,  and, 
in  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  reduced  under  their 
dominions  the  captainfhips  of  Fernambuca ;  Ta- 
maraca,  Paraiba  and  Rio  Grande.  In  fhort,  they 
had  fuch  aftonilhing  fuccefs  again  ft  the  Spaniards  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  America,  that  from  the 
time  of  their  Weft-India  company's  being  ere^ied, 
in  1624,  to  the  year  1637,  they  deftroyed  and  took 
from  them  in  money  and  merchandize,  to  the 
value  of  forty-five  millions  of  florins,  or  four  mil- 
lions and  a  half  fteriing;  and  of  800  fliips  fitted 
out  againft  them  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  they  de- 
ftroyed or  took  5^47. 

By  this  fuccefs  the  directors  of  the  Weft  India 
company  were  induced  to  put  themfelves  upon  a 
level  with  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  were  re- 
folved  to  place  at  the  head  of  their  affairs,  a  perfon 
whofe  credit  and  power  would  add  ftrength  to  their 
own.  With  this  view  they  pitched  upon  count 
John  Maurice  of  Nadau,  a  near  relation  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in 
the  fervice  of  the  States  with  great  applaufe. 

This  nobleman,  readily  accepting  the  propofal, 
was  declared  governor  of  Brafti  and  South -Ame- 
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rica ;  and  that  he  might  enter  upon  his  office  in  a 
ma'nner  fuitable  to  his  quality  and  charader,  the 
company  refolved  to  fit  out  a  fleet  of  thirty  two 
large  (hips,  with  2700  land  forces  ;  but  the  count 
being  mi  patient  to  be  gone,  failed  before  they 
were  ready,  on  the  25th  of  06tober  1636,  with 
only  four  fhips,  and  350  foldiers  on  board.  With 
this  fmail  fquadron  he  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  BrafiL 
on  the  23d  of  January  1637,  with  Adrian  Vander 
Duflen,  who  had  joined  him  near  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
deira, and  was  foon  followed  by  other  captains. 

Count  Maurice  took  the  field  with  two  confider- 
able  bodies  of  troops,  one  of  which  confifted  of 
300  men  ;  with  thefe  he  refolved  to  attack  the  Por- 
tuguefe  army ;  and  the  other  of  600  was  to  be  em- 
ployed in  various  expeditions,  in  order  to  divide 
and  diftra61:  the  enemy,  who  had  a  large  body  of 
forces  in  the  field,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  Benjola,  an  officer  of  great  bravery  and 
experience,  who  alfembled  the  bulk  of  his  army  at 
Porto  Cavallo.  Thither  count  Maurice  marched, 
and  after  a  very  obifinate  refiftance,  the  Portu- 
guefe  were  defeated,  and  at  length  forced  in  their 
camp,  notwithftanding  its  being  flrongly  in- 
trenched. The  count  de  Benjola  then  retired 
with  the  remains  of  his  troops,  under  the  cannon 
of  the  citadel  of  Povacaon,  from  whence  he  re- 
treated on  the  approach  of  the  Dutch,  who  be- 
iieged  and  took  that  fortrels,  in  which  was  a  gar- 
rifon  of  600  men. 

Count  Maurice  next  took  the  town  of  Openeda 
on  the  river  St.  Francis  ;  built  a  citadel  there,  and 
another  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  by  which  he 
efFe6fually  covered  his  new  conqueft.  Then  re- 
turning to  Olinda,  he  fettled  the  civil  and  military 
government ;  and  fitted  out  two  fleets  ;  one  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Lichchart,  v/ho  had 
orders  to  attack  the  fouth  coaft  of  Brafil ;  and  the 
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other  commanded  by  commodore  Hanlkins,  who 
was  deftined  to  a  fervice  of  ftill  greater  importance, 
which  was  fixing  themfelves  on  the  oppofite  ihore 
of  Africa.  For  this  purpofe  it  was  reiblved  to  at- 
tack the  caftle  of  St.  George  de  la  Mma  on  the 
coall  of  Guinea,  in  the  pofTeliion  of  the  Portuguefe  ; 
for  the  Dutch  having  a  itrong  fettlement  in  that 
neighbourhood,  the  governor  fent  to  advife  count 
Maurice,  that  this  was  the  proper  time  for  carrying 
this  important  proje6t  into  execution.  Commodore 
Hanlkins  joined  the  Dutch  governor  on  the  25th 
of  July,  when  attacking  the  caftle,  which  was  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  in  that  part  of  the  world,  they, 
after  a  regular  liege,  obliged  the  Portuguefe  to 
furrender.  After  this  fuccefs,  commodore  Han- 
fkins  returned  to  Olinda,  where  he  was  received  by 
count  Maurice  with  all  the  marks  of  honour  and 
refpedl,  that  the  performance  of  fo  important  a 
fervice  deferved. 

The  campaign  in  1638  was  equally  glorious  for 
the  Dutch,  for  the  count  de  Banjola  having  af- 
fembled  a  numerous  army  to  defend  the  captain- 
lliip  of  Segerippa,  count  Maurice  attacked  and  de- 
feated him,  took  the  capital,  and  reduced  the 
whole  province.  This  great  fuccefs  induced  the 
natives  of  Siarra,  one  of  the  northern  captainfliips, 
to  declare  for  the  Dutch,  and  to  offer,  upon  the 
promife  of  being  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
freedom,  to  affift  them  againft  the  Portuguefe, 
when  a  body  of  troops  being  fent  to  join  tliem, 
they  reduced  that  whole  diftri6l. 

Count  Maurice  now  refolved  to  attack  St,  Sal- 
vador in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  which  was  confi- 
dered  as  the  capital  of  all  Brafil:  for  this  purpofe 
he  embarked  all  the  troops  he  could  aifemble  at 
Olinda,  and  landed  them  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints, 
in  hopes  of  furprifing  the  Portuguefe.  The  count 
de  Banjola,  who  was  in  the  neighbourhood  with  a 
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fmall  body  of  regular  troops,  immediately  threw 
himfelf  into  the  place,  though  the  governor  was 
his  avowed  enemy,  and  count  Maurice  expected 
that  the  differences  which  fubiifled  between  them, 
would  facilitate  his  taking  the  city.  Indeed,  the 
Portuguefe  governor  at  firft  difputed  the  command 
with  the  count  de  Banjola ;  but  that  nobleman 
told  him,  that  their  quarrels  would  only  ferve  to 
ruin  them ;  whereas,  if  they  agreed,  each  of  them 
might  become  as  great  as  he  couid  wifh.  To  which 
the  governor  anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  perceive  you  are 
'^  a  wifer  man  than  I,  and  nobody  fnall  obey  your 
''  orders  more  pun6lually." 

Count  Maurice  without  much  refinance  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Urong  fort  of  Albert,  of  that 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  the  famous  caftle  of  St. 
Philip.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs  he  erected  two 
batteries,  in  order  to  attack  fort  Rofes,  which  co- 
vered the  city  on  one  fide,  and  a  horn-work,  that 
was  its  principal  flrength  on  tiie  other.  Between 
thefe  lay  a  piece  of  ground,  covered  with  fhrubs 
and  bulhes,  where  count  de  Banjola  advifed  the 
governor  to  poll  himfelf  with  400  men,  while  he 
made  a  fally.  This  fcheme  had  the  defired  effe6l, 
for  the  Dutch,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  endea- 
vouring to  retire  through  that  piece  of  ground, 
were  attacked  in  their  rear,  and  loft  four  officers  of 
diil:in6tion,  their  principal  engineer,  and  300  of 
their  belt  men  ;  upon  which  count  Maurice  aban- 
doned the  caftle  he  had  taken,  and  raifed  the  fiege 
with  forne  precipitation. 

On  count  Maurice's  return  from  this  fruitlefs  ex- 
pedition, he  with  the  utmoft  diligence  applied 
himfelf  to  the  eftablilliment  of  good  order  and  per* 
fe6l  difcipline  in  all  parts  of  his  government;  for- 
tifying the  frontier  places,  reviewing  his  troops  in 
perfon,  appointing  experienced  oi^cers  to  com- 
mand them,  and  giving  the  utmoft  encouragement 

VOL.  n.  D 
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to  fuch  of  the  natives  as  (hewed  an  inclination  to 
aflift  him,  or  to  live  peaceably  under  the  prote6lion 
of  the  Dutch;  by  which  means  he  prevented  the 
enemy  from  taking  advantage  of  their  late  fuccefs. 

Mean  while  the  Spaniih  government  having 
received  an  exs6t  a  count  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  of 
Brafil,  refolved  to  fend  a  fleet  and  army  fufficient 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war  at  once,  by  obliging  the 
Dutch  to  abandon  all  their  conquefts.  1  his  fleet 
co]if]iled  of  twenty  lix  galleons  double  manned, 
twenty  large  men  of  war,  and  5000  regular  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Fernandez  count  de 
las  Torres,  who  fet  fail  in  the  autumn  of  1639, 
and  received  conliderable  reinforcements  in  his 
paffcige;  but  having  the  misfortune  to  be  detained 
by  calms  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  plague  broke 
out  in  his  crouded  fliips,  and  fwept  away  above 
3000  men,  before  he  reached  All  Saints  Bay  ;  and 
the  remainder  cf  his  troops  were  in  fo  bad  a 
condition,  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  them  into 
quarters  of  refrefhment ;  while  the  Dutch  were 
waiting  with  great  impatience  for  the  fuccours 
which  foon  after  arrived  from  Holland. 

The  count  de  las  Torres,  however,  put  to  fea 
in  January  1640,  with  a  fleet  of  ninety-three  fail 
great  and  fmall,  with  12,000  men  on  board: 
While  count  Maurice  aflenibled  forty-one  men  of 
war,  and  waited  for  the  Fortuguefe  within  four 
miles  of  the  port  of  Olinda  This  laft  fleet  was 
commanded,  under  his  excellency,  by  William 
Leos,  a  Dutch  admiral  of  great  bravery.  On  the 
12th  of  the  fame  month,  the  fleets  met  and  en- 
gaged near  the  illand  cf  Tamaraca,  and  fought 
from  one  in  the  afternoon  till  it  was  night.  In 
this  engagement  the  Dutch  loft  their  brave  admi- 
ral L^os,  but  only  three  other  men.  The  next 
day  he  was  replaced  by  James  Huyghens,  who  . 
engaging  the  Spanifli  fleet  a  fecond  time,  obtained 
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great  advantages.  The  following  day  be  attacked 
them  a  third  time  with  ftill  greater  fuccefs,  on  the 
coaft  of  Paraib,  but  the  greateft  vi6tory  was  on 
the  fourth  day^  when  the  Portuguefe  fuffered  ex- 
ceffively,  and  were  at  laft  driven  upon  the  fhoals 
on  the  coaft,  where  many  periilied  by  ihipwreck, 
and  more  by  hunger  and  thirft.  Thofe  who  elcaped 
endeavoured  to  return  to  Spain  ;  but  great  difputes 
arifing  among  the  commanders,  they  feparated  ; 
by  which  means  only  two  men  of  war  and  four 
galleons  arrived  fafe  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and 
even  thefe  with  much  difficulty  efcaped  a  Dutch 
fleet,  that  was  fteermg  for  Brail  I. 

Mean  while  the  Portuguefe  being  informed  that 
count  Maurice  had  embarked  his  whole  ftrengtli 
on  board  his  fleet,  fell  upon  the  Dutch  fettlements 
and  took  feveral  places  ;  but  a  check  was  foon  put 
to  them  by  Hanikins  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
planters ;  and  foon  after  admiral  Lichthart  and 
commodore  Cornelius  Jol,  arriving  witli  great  re- 
inforcements from  Holland^  the  former  was  im- 
mediately fent  by  count  Maurice  into  the  Bay  of 
All  Saints,  where  he  deftroyed  the  country  with 
the  utmoft  barbarity,  while  commodore  Jol  a6ted 
the  fame  part  in  the  country  near  the  river  St. 
Lawrence. 

The  count  de  Montalvan,  the  Portuguefe  vice- 
roy of  Brail i,  immediately  fent  deputies  to  repre- 
feiit  the  cruelty  of  this  behaviour,  and  to  defire 
that  the  proceedings  of  war  might  be  regulated, 
in  order  to  prevent  for  the  future  fuch  horrid 
{^:enes  of  murder  and  devaftation.  As  count  Mau- 
rice had  with  reluctance  given  thefe  orders,  agree- 
ably to  the  company's  initru61ions,  he  very  gladly 
embraced  this  opportunity  of  giving  way  to  his 
own  inclinations,  and  offered  to  fend  commilfarles 
immediately  to  St.  Salvador,  to  fettle  a  provincial 
treaty  with   the  viceroy  :    but  the  departure   of 
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thefe  deputies  was  flopped  by  the  arrival  of  two 
gentlemen  of  diftin6lionj  from  the  count  de  Mon- 
talvan,  who  informed  count  Maurice  of  the 
amazing  revolution  that  had  happened  in  Portu- 
gal, which  would  probably  have  a  great  efFe6l  on 
the  ftate  of  affairs,  as  the  war  in  Brafil  had  not 
hitherto  been  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  againft  the 
Portuguefe  nation,  but  againft  the  Portuguefe  as 
fubje61s  of  Spain. 

This  revolution,    which  was  one  of  the  moft 
fiidden  and  fuccefsful  in  the  v^orld,  happened  in 
December  1640;  when  John  duke  of  Braganza, 
feated  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  and 
took   the  title  of  John  IV.   by  which  means  he 
became  pofleiTed  of  the  whole  dominions  of  Por- 
tugal, except  the  little  town  of  Ceuta  in  Africa. 
Count  Maurice  foon  receiving  an  exa6t  relation  of 
the  whole  affair,  and  forefeeing  that  it  would  be 
attended  either  with  a  peace  or  truce,  between  the 
ftates- general  and  the  new  king,  refolved  to  exert 
himfelf  .with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  he  therefore 
made  himfelf  entirely  mafter  of  the  captainfhip  of 
Segerippa,  which  had  been  recovered  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe ;  reduced  the  ifland  of  Laonda  on  the  coaft 
of  Congo,  and  that  of  St.  Thomas,  which  lies  di- 
rectly under  the  equino6fial ;  and  in  purfuance  of 
his  inftru6fions  which  reprefented  the  captainfhip 
of  Maragnan  as  a  healthy  country,  abounding  with 
fugar,  cotton,  tobacco,  ginger,  and  other  valua- 
ble commodities,  he  difpatched  admiral  Lichthart 
and  commodore  Hanfkins,    with  fix  men  of  war 
and  fix  frigates,  with  which  they  foon  reduced  the 
ifland  of  Maragnan  and  the  town  of  St.  Lewis, 
whereupon  the  reft  of  the  diftri6ls  fubmitted  with- 
out refiftance;  fo  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1641, 
the  Dutch  were  in  pofFeflion  of  feven  of  the  four- 
teen captainfliips  into  which  Brafil  was  divided. 
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King  John  the  IV.  foon  fent  an  ambaiTador  to 
the  Hague  to  reprefent  to  the  ftates  general,  the 
reafonabienefs  of  owning  his  title,  and  the  advan- 
tages they  ihould  mutually  receive  from  keeping 
up  a  good  correfpondence.  The  Dutch  readily 
owned  his  title ;  but  thinking  themfelves  gainers 
by  the  war,  and  too  ftrong  for  Portugal  unfup- 
ported  by  Spain,  they  deferred  as  long  as  poffible 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  However,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  164.1,  they  ligned  a  league  offenfive 
and  defenlive  with  that  crown,  in  relation  to  the 
dominions  of  both  ftates  in  Europe,  and  a  truce 
for  ten  years  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft- Indies.  How- 
ever, on  complaints  being  afterwards  made,  that 
feveral  places  were  taken  from  the  Portuguefe, 
after  the  publication  of  the  truce,  they  refufed  to 
part  with  fome  of  thefe ;  and  though  orders  were 
given  for  delivering  up  others,  thefe  orders  were 
drawn  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  moft  of  the 
Dutch  governors  refufed  to  comply  with  them. 

Upon  thefe  unjuftifiable  proceedings,  the  Por- 
tuguefe viceroy,  and  the  reft  of  that  nation  in  Bra- 
fil,  attempted  to  countera61:  the  Dutch,  by  playing 
upon  them  their  own  politics.  They  magnified 
the  wifdom  of  the  Dutch  government,  pretended 
to  confide  in  the  promifes  made  them,  and  took  in 
good  part  all  the  excufes  brought  for  their  non- 
performance; by  which  means,  they  perfuaded 
count  Maurice  and  thedire61ors  of  the  Weft-India 
company,  that  the  Dutch  territories  were  effedlu- 
ally  fettled,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  in 
Bralil,  either  from  the  natives  or  the  Portuguefe  ; 
but  thefe  arts  would  probably  have  proved  abor- 
tive, if  the  dire6lors  of  the  Weft-India  company 
had  not  in  a  manner  entered  into  the  confpiracy 
themfelves. 

Finding  that  they  were  now  poiTeiTed  of  what 
they   had  fo  long  fought  for,  they  fent  repeated 
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orders  to  count  Maurice  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
would  increafe  their  revenue,  and,,  in  particular, 
to  fend  over  vaft  quantities  of  fugar,  and  other  va- 
lu.bie  etFecis ;  with  orders  not  to  fuffer  fuch  as 
were  indf?bted  to  the  company  to  pay  in  fmall 
funis,  but  to  difcharge  their  debts  at  once.  Count 
Maurice  obferved,  that  the  execution  of  thefe  orders 
would  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies ; 
that  a  long  war  had  been  carried  on,  and  the 
country  but  lately  reduced  ;  that  moft  of  thofe  who 
were  in  debt  to  the  country,  were  Portuguefe,  who 
had  fettled  in  their  territories,  and  had  hitherto 
behaved  well,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  kindly 
treated,  and  not  dnven  to  extremities:  but  the 
directors  would  not  attend  to  his  arguments.  They 
knew  that  Braiil  was  very  rich,  and  could  fee  no 
reafon  w  hy  ail  that  it  produced  ihould  not  be  imme- 
diately iliipped  for  Holland. 

Other  ihings  alfo  gave  them  great  unealinefs. 
Oppofite  to  the  Receif  was  a  commodious  ifiand, 
upon  which  the  count  caufed  a  new  town  to  be 
built  and  w^ell  fortified,  chiefly  out  of  tlie  ruins  of 
the  city  of  Ollnda.  This  town,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Mauriceburgh,  foon  growing  to  a  very 
confiderable  place,  he  united  it  to  the  Receif,  which 
was  become  the  centre  of  the  Dutch  commerce,  by 
a  Itone  bridge. 

Though  all  this  w^as  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Dutch  inhabitants,  and  to  lecure  the  company's 
capital  from  danger,  yet,  as  it  coft  40,0001.  they 
could  not  help  grudging  the  txpence.  They 
were,  however,  moft  out  of  humour  at  the  fine  pa- 
lace count  Maurice  built  ibr  himfelf  This  mag- 
nificent edifice  was  erected  in  the  moft  commodious 
part  of  the  town,  and  in  the  midft  of  gardens 
elegantly  laid  out,  and  planted  with  cocoas  of  va- 
rious forts,  citrons,  ienions,  pomegranates,  figs 
and  other  fruit  trees.     I'he  palace  was  fo  contrived 
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as  to  command  a  moft  admirable  profpedl,  both  by 
fea  and  land:  before  its  front  was  a  battery  of 
marble,  riling  gradually  from  the  river  fide,  upon 
which  were  mounted  ten  pieces  of  large  cannon. 
Count  Maurice  had  alfo  a  magnificent  villa  at  fome 
diftance  in  the  country,  furrounded  by  fme  gar- 
dens, adorned  with  curious  hlh- ponds,  and  en- 
compalFed  with  lirong  walls ;  the  whole  being  fo 
difpofed,  as  to  anfwer  at  once,  the  views  of  plea- 
fure,  and  the  defence  of  the  city,  which  it  covered 
on  that  fide  as  a  fort.  He  alfo  laid  out  parks  and 
meadows,  within  the  fortifications,  which,  while 
properly  managed,  produced  every  thing  necellary 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  garrifon,  and  were  in 
every  refpedf  equally  commodious  and  beautiful. 

Thus  count  Maurice  employed  thofe  treafures 
which  were  the  fruits  of  his  many  vi6tories  and  ex- 
tenfive  conquefis,  and  which  a  perfon  of  lefs  ge- 
nerofity  would  have  tranfported  to  Holland,  as  his 
own  private  fortune.  But  thefe  marks  of  public 
fpirit,  which  ought  to  have  extinguifiied,  nou- 
r;flied  that  envy  which  had  been  conceived  againfi: 
him;  and  while  he  was  labouring  to  extend  and 
fecure  the  company's  power  in  Brafil,  the  dire6tors 
of  that  company  in  Holland  employed  themfeives 
in  cenfuring  his  condu6l,  and  in  magnifying  his 
extravagance  in  expending  fuch  vafi:  fums,  wiiile 
the  colony  produced  fo  little  to  the  company's 
ftock.  They  therefore  formed  the  dellgn  of  recal- 
ling him,  as  the  only  means  of  making  the  colony 
produce  fuch  a  revenue,  as  would  be  proportion- 
able to  the  expe6i:ations  of  the  company. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Count  Maurice  of  Naflau  forms  a  fcheme  for  creeling  a  Dutch 
empire  in  America,  equal,  if  noj:  fuperior,  to  that  of  the  Spa- 
niards. General  Brewer's  expedition  to  Chili,  and  its  mifcar- 
riage,  occafioned  by  the  ill  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  and  the 
count's  being  recalled. 


IVAeAN  while  the  count/ who  was  one  of 
the  beft  patriots^  and  moft  able  politicians  Hol- 
land ever  produced,  formed  the  fcheme  of  railing 
fuch  an  empire  at  once  in  America^  as,  had  it  been 
fteadily  purfued,  would  have  defied  the  rage  of  all 
their  enemies.  He  plainly  faw,  that  the  Dutch 
eftablifhment  in  Bralil,  as  fair  and  flourifhing  as  it 
feemed,  under  his  wife  and  glorious  adminiftration, 
would  fink  to  nothing,  if  not  fupported  by  new 
acquifitions. 

Being  therefore  informed,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Chili,  which  lies  on  the  back  of  Brafil  on  the 
South  Seas,  had  driven  out  the  Spaniards,  he  con- 
ceived the  defign  of  fixing  a  Dutch  colony  there, 
which  he  thought  might  be  eafily  done,  under  the 
plaufible  pretence  of  affifting  the  natives  againfl; 
their  late  imperious  lords  the  Spaniards. 

This  defign  he  communicated  to  the  ftates-gene- 
ral,  and  fliewed  them  the  utility  of  it,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  it  would  give  them  the  poflTellion  of  a 
large,  fertile  and  agreeable  country,  abounding 
with  all  the  necefifaries  of  life,  and  with  the  richeft 
gold  mines  in  the  world ;  that  it  would  humble  the 
Spaniards,  and  open  a  trade  to  the  South  Seas ; 
and  laftly,  that  it  would  firmly  cement  the  circle 
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of  their  commerce,  as  the  Haves  procured  by  their 
fettlements  in  Africa,  would  be  taken  off  by  that 
colony,  and  by  Brafil. 

The  States  approving  of  this  propofal,  appoint- 
ed captain  Henry  Brewer^  who  had  ferved  with 
reputation  in  the  Eaft- Indies,  to  fail  with  a  fquad- 
ron  of  fivelhips,  on  board  of  which  were  1800  men. 
This  fquadron  weighed  from  the  Texel  on  the  6th 
of  November,  1642,  and  arrived  at  Fernambuca  on 
the  coaft  of  Bralil  on  the  22d  of  December  follow- 
ing; where,  having  confulted  with  count  Maurice 
of  NafTau,  as  general  and  commander  in  chief  for 
the  Dutch,  in  Bralil,  he  failed  from  Fernambuca 
on  the  i6th  of  January  following,  and  on  the  5th 
of  March  came  in  light  of  the  Streights  Le  Maire, 
where  he  call  anchor  in  the  bay   of  Statelland  ; 
where  having  remained  till  the  25th,'  they  failed 
round  Cape  Horn,  and,  after  fuffering  much  by 
ftormy  weather,  and   lofing  the  company  of  one 
of  their  fhips,  he  arrived  with  the  other  four  on 
the  coaft  of  Chili ;  then  fteering  along  the  coaft, 
they,  on  the  9th  of  May,  came  to  an  anchor  in  a 
bay  of  the  South  Sea,  in  41^  36  fouth  latitude,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Brewer's  Haven. 

An  officer  with  a  company  of  foldiers  being  fent 
on  Ihore,  they  difcovered  a  great  number  of  iheep, 
oxen,  and  horfes,  and  fome  houfes ;  but  the  in- 
habitants  were   fled.     They,    however,   fuppofed 
part  of  the  country  to  be  in  the  poiTeilion  of  the 
Spaniards,  from  the  large  wooden  crofles  they  faw 
■fixed  at  the  entrance  of  the  houfes ;  and  the  next 
day  going  on  fliore  they  obferved  a  party  of  Spanifti 
horfe,  and  fome  cannon-ftiot  was  fired  at  the  boat. 
On  the  20th  of  May,  a  company  of  50  foldi-ers 
being    again  fent  on   (hore,  they  difcovered   the 
town  of  Carelmappa,  and  had  a  fmart  engagement 
with  a  party   of  Spaniards,  confifting  of  90  men 
horfe  and  foot,  whom  they   defeated;  when,  the 
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Spaniards  abandoning  the  town,  the  Dutch  took 
polTeflion  of  it,  and  remained  there  till  the  25th, 
and  then  fetting  fire  to  the  town,  and  killing  the 
horfes  they  had  taken  in  the  engagement,  they 
returned  to  their  fhips. 

They  afterwards  fteered  to  the  town  of  Caftro, 
on  the  ifland  of  Chilo,  where  arriving  on  the  6th 
of  June,  a  conliderable  body  of  Spaniih  horfeand 
foot  appeared  on  the  coaft  ;  but  the  Dutch  no 
fooner  landed  fome  foldiers,  than  the  inhabitants 
fet  lire  to  the  town,  and  abandoned  it,  having  be- 
fore carried  away  every  thing  that  was  valuable. 

Caftro  had  been  adorned  with  many  magnificent 
buildings,  and  was  pleafantly  lituated  on  a  hill. 
It  was  furrounded  with  fruitful  orchards  and  gar- 
dens; the  fields  beyond  it  were  well  cultivated, 
and  at  this  time  the  fruit  remained  on  many  of  the 
trees,  notwithftanding  its  being  winter.  The 
Dutch  took  100  fheep  and  fome  hogs  off  the  iiland 
and  re-embarking  on  the  17th  of  June,  returned 
to  Brewer's  Haven,  from  whence  they  propofed 
to  fail  to  the  river  Baldivia  ;  but  the  north  wind 
blowing  hard,  they  returned  to  Carelmappa,  where 
landing  a  company  of  foldiers,  they  took  three 
Spaniards  prifoners,  who  informed  them,  that  there 
were  gold  mines  at  Orforno,  and  more  at  Baldivia ; 
but  that  they  had  not  been  wrought  of  late,  as  the 
Indians  had  not  been  compelled  to  work  in  the 
mines  fince  the  general  revolt  in  1595. 

They  alfo  learned  from  an  old  Spanifh  woman, 
they  had  taken,  that  before  the  above  revolt,  the 
Spaniards  lived  in  great  fplendor  at  Orforno,  the 
meaneft  of  them  having  at  leaft  300  vallals,  who 
were  compelled  to  pay  their  reipe6tive  lords  a 
certain  weekly  tribute  in  gold  ;  but  were  ufed  fo 
cruelly  by  the  Spaniards,  that  they  arofe  as  one 
man,  and  drove  them  from  Orforno,  and  other 
Spanifli  towns ;  and  that  the  Spaniards  poffelled 
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little  more  in  that  part  of  Chili,  than  Carelmappa 
and  St.  Michael  de  Caiembuco.  Since  that  time 
the  Indians  of  Orforno,  Baidivia,  and  five  other 
towns,  had,  till  lately,  kept  up  a  pretty  good  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Spaniards,  but  had  fuice 
taken  up  arms  againft  them. 

The  truth  of  this  intelligence  was  confirmed  by 
five  Indians  Caciques,  who  came  on  board,  and 
alTured  the  Dutch,  that  they  were  extremely  glad 
at  finding  they  were  come  to  aflQft  them  againft 
their  ancient  enemies ;  to  which,  the  Dutch  an- 
fwered,  that  they  had  brought  arms  to  exchange 
with  the  natives  of  Oriorno,  Baldivia,  and  other 
places,  for  fuch  merchandizes  as  Chili  aiforded, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the 
Spaniards  ;  and  that  they  were  ready  to  allift  them 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

To  this  the  Chilefe  replied,  that  they  lived  very 
uneafy  under  the  Spanifh  government  of  Carel- 
mappa, and  wanted  to  get  to  their  friends  at  Or- 
forno  and  Baldivia :  but  the  Spaniards  had  poifef- 
fed  all  the  pafTes,  and  the  country  was  overflowed 
by  the  winter  rains  ;  they  therefore  defired  Mr. 
Brewer  to  take  them  to  Baldivia  in  his  fhips.  To 
this  he  readily  confented,  and  they  returned  on 
fiiore  to  give  their  friends  an  account  of  what  had 
paifed,  and  to  make  preparation  for  the  voyage. 

The  next  day  more  of  the  natives  went  on 
board,  and  one  of  them  bringing  the  head  of  a 
Spaniard  whom  he  had  killed,  they  declared  their 
refoiution  to  fliake  off  the  Spaniih  yoke  ;  upon 
which  Mr.  Brewer  made  them  a  prefent  of  fome 
fpears,  fvvords  and  muikets,  with  powder  and  ball  ; 
in  return  for  which,  they  fent  him  fome  black 
cattle. 

Thus  far  this  expedition  fucceeded  perfe6ily 
well ;  but  Mr.  Brewer,  who  alone  was  equal  to  the 
enterprize,   dying  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  Captain 
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Hackerman,  who  fuccceded  him  in  the  command, 
behaved  with  fo  little  addrefs,  that  he  foon  let  the 
natives  know  the  motives  which  had  induced  the 
Dutch  to  vilit  their  coaft,  and  created  jealouiies, 
which  he  afterwards  found  impoilible  to  remove. 

The  late  general  was  fo  confident  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  enterprize,  that  he  had  directed  his  country- 
men to  take  his  corpfe  with  them,  and  bury  it  at 
Baldivia,  which  he  had  intended  to  fortify  ;  and 
appointed  the  Chilefe  to  rendezvous  there  and 
meet  the  fleet,  not  doubting  of  a  general  revolt 
in  their  favour.  His  great  ambition  was,  to  have 
a  tomb  erecled  in  that  place,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  being  the  author  of  fo  great  a  good 
to  his  country. 

But,  to  proceed,  the  Dutch,  having  taken  470 
Chilefe  on  board,  who  had  furnifhed  themfelves 
with  corn,  cattle,  and  other  provilions  for  the 
voyage,  fet  fail  for  the  river  Baldivia  on  the  21ft 
of  Auguft,  and  arrived  there  on  the  24th. 

The  Dutch  having  failed  half  a  league  up  the 
river,  obferved  three  channels,  and  taking  the 
middle  one,  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground, 
fo  that  it  was  two  or  three  days  before  they  could 
get  all  their  (hips  afloat.  On  their  arrival  at  Bal- 
divia, they  only  found  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
gates,  which  were  very  high  and  ftrong  built ; 
but  the  place  was  overrun  with  weeds  and  bufhes. 
Here  they  found  3  or  400  Chilefe  horfe  and  foot, 
armed  with  fpears  eighteen  feet  long,  fome  of 
whom  came  on  board  to  welcome  them  on  their 
arrival.  Mr.  Hackerman  then  harangued  them 
by  an  interpreter,  and  informed  them  that  the 
Dutch  were  now  in  the  poireffion  of  Brafil,  which 
lay  upon  the  fame  continent,  and  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  fupply  them  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
He  promifed  to  affift  them  in  driving  their  ene- 
mies the  Spaniards,  out  of  the  country,  and  de- 
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iired  them  to  enter  with  him  into  a  league  offenfive 
and  defenfive.  He  alfo  prefented  them  with  letters 
from  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
which  were  interpreted  to  the  Chilefe  :  for  as  nei- 
ther the  people  of  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies  had  any 
notion  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  the 
Dutch  conftantly  in  all  their  negotiations  with 
thofe  diftant  nations,  pretended  to  be  authorized 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,  or  fome  fmgle  perfons, 
whom  they  infinuated  was  their  monarch. 

The  Caciques  replied,  that  they  would  confult 
their  brethren  of  Orforno  and  Coneo,  and  then 
return  to  Baldivia ;  upon  which  the  Dutch  pro- 
ceeded to  land  their  foldiers,  and  the  commander 
took  a  view  of  the  ground,  in  order  to  ere6l  a 
fort.     The  fame  evening  above  looo  Chilefe  ar- 
rived from  Orforno  and  Coneo  to  treat  v^ith   the 
Dutch  ;  and  the  next  day  Mr.   Hackerman  by  his 
interpreter,  made  them  another  fpeech,  in  which 
he  told  them,  that  the  chief  motive  of  his  voyage 
was  to  affift  the  Chilefe,  the  fame  of  whofe  adions 
had  reached  as  far  as  Holland  ;  that  the  Dutch 
had  been  at  war  with  the  Spaniards  for  upwards 
of  fourfcore  years,  like  them,  for  the  recovery  of 
their  liberties,  which  they  had  at  laft  obtained; 
and  that,  if  the  Chilefe  would  enter  into  a  confe- 
deracy with  them,  they  were  ready  to  fupply  them 
with  cannon,  fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  which 
they  would  exchange  for  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try.   To  this,  the  Caciques  replied,  that  they  were 
happy  in  meeting  with  a  fupply  of  arms,  from  fo 
diftant  a  country  as  Holland,  and  that  they  would 
confider  of  what  was  propofed. 

The  Dutch  then  aiked,  if  they  could  fupply 
them  with  provilions,  upon  which  they  readily 
promifed  to  bring  them  plenty  of  corn  and  cattle. 
After  this  they  entered  into  a  verbal  alliance  of- 
fenfive and  defenfive  againft  the  Spaniards  ;  but 
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the  Chilefe  abfolutely  refufed  to  execute  fome 
written  articles,  that  were  interpreted  to  them, 
alleging,  that  this  was  not  cuftomary  with  them, 
and  that  they  always  conlidered  promifes  as  facred. 

The  Dutch  then  proceeded  to  build  a  fort  at 
Baldivia ;  but  when  they  propofed  to  exchange 
arms  with  the  natives  for  their  gold,  the  Caciques 
appeared  alarmed,  and  jealous  of  their  new  allies, 
declaring  that  they  had  no  gold  mines,  and  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  gold  in  ufe  among 
them  ;  that  they  indeed  remembered,  that  for- 
merly they  had  been  obliged  to  pay  heavy  taxes  to 
the  Spaniards  in  gold,  on  pain  of  lofmg  their  ears 
and  nofes,  as  many  of  them  actually  did,  who 
could  not  procure  as  much  as  was  expected  ;  and 
this  had  given  them  fuch  an  abhorrence  of  that 
metal,  that  they  could  not  bear  to  hear  it  named ; 
that  they  were  far  from  valuing  it,  as  they  found 
all  ftraogers  did,  to  whom  it  was  the  caufe  of  many 
mifchiefs  from  which  they  were  free. 

To  this  the  Dutch  commander  replied,  that  he 
was  not  come  to  exa6l  any  thing  of  them,  as  the. 
Spaniards  had  done,  but  was  ready  to  pay  ior 
their  gold  with  arms,  or  whatever  merchandize 
they  liked  beft.  At  this,  the  Caciques  immediately 
penetrating  into  his  views,  llared  at  each  other, 
without  returning  one  v.ord  of  anfvver.  Upon 
this,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  urge  them  any  farther, 
thouph  he  was  fen  lib!  e  that  there  were  very  rich 
mines  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  perceived 
that  they  were  deeply  alarmed,  and  filled  with 
the  fufpicion,  that  the  Dutch  for  the  fake  of  their 
gold,  would  treat  them  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Spaniards  had  done.  And  therefore  Mr.  Hack- 
erman  being  fenfible  that  he  could  not  now  exped 
much  afiiftance  from  the  natives,  and  that  it  would 
be  impolFible  for  him  to  maintain  his  ground,  he 
difpatched  a  letter  to  Fernambuca,   by  one  of  his 
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captains,  whom  he  fent  with  two  of  his  fliips, 
fending  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  and 
defiring  a  reinforcement  In  the  mean  time,  he 
coiitinued  to  fortify  the  poft  he  had  taken  at  Bal- 
divia,  where  he  hoped  to  defend  himfelf,  till  the 
arrival  of  theie  fup plies. 

This  exprefs  had  not  been  difpatched  a  week, 
before  the  Dutch  commander  became  fenfible  of 
his  millake,  and  that  whatever  mifunderftanding 
there  m^ght  be  between  the  Chilefe  and  the  Spa- 
niards, the  former  were  as  much  afraid  of  the 
Dutch,  as  of  their  ancient  enemies,  and  w^ould 
probably  join  with  the  Spaniards  to  expel  them 
out  of  the  country  ;  for  at  his  next  conference 
with  the  Caciques  they  let  him  know,  that  he 
muft  expe^l  no  provifions  from  them  ;  and  even 
endeavoured  to  terrify  him,  by  reporting  that  the 
Spaniards  were  alTembling  their  forces  by  fea  and 
land,  to  drive  the  Dutch  from  Baldivia.  Soon 
after  which  he  demoliflied  his  new  ere61ed  fortifi- 
cation, and  having  re-embarked  his  people,  fet 
fail  for  Brafil  on  the  28th  of  Odober  1643;  he 
doubled  Cape  Horn,  and,  after  being  only  tvv^o 
months  in  the  voyage,  arrived  on  the  28th  of 
December,  at  Fernambuca  in  Brafil. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  Weft-India  com- 
pany had  carried  their  parfmionious  fcheme  into 
execution,  and  the  count  being  as  w^eary  of  their 
management,  as  they  were  of  his,  he,  on  the  i  ith 
of  May,  1644,  quitted  the  government,  which 
he  had  held  eight  years,  and  being  gone  when 
the  above  fleet  returned  to  Brafil,  thole  on  board 
were  no  longer  at  a  lofs  for  the  reafon  of  their 
not  being  fupported  in  time,  as  with  great  juftice 
they  expe6led,  and  as  the  importance  of  the  en- 
terprize  deferved. 
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CHAPTER     VI. 

The  Dutch  Weft-India  company  being  now  refolved  to  proceed 
in  the  moft  frugal  manner,  (trip  the  country  of  the  troops  em- 
ployed in  its  defence ;  and  fend  new  governors,  who  lefTen  the 
expences  of  the  country,  and  encreafe  their  immediate  profits; 
but  negleft  the  fortifications,  and  opprefs  the  Portuguefe  under 
their  fubjedion;  upon  which  they  take  up  arms  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  liberties,  and,  after  a  long  war,  drive  out  the 
Dutch. 


JL  HE  count  returned  to  Europe  with  a  fleet 
of  thirteen  large  fhips,  and  near  3000  foldiers  on 
board,  and,  agreeable  to  the  inftru6lions  he  had 
received,  and  to  the  new  fcheme  of  frugal  govern- 
ment, he  left  only  eighteen  companies  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Dutch  fettlements. 

The  illuftrious  perfons  who  were  the  fuccefTors 
of  the  great  count  Maurice  of  NafTau,  one  of  the 
ablefl,  braveft,  and  moft  worthy  men  of  that  fa- 
mily, fo  famous  for  producing  heroes,  were  chiefly 
Mr.  Hamel,  a  merchant  of  Amfterdam,  Mr.  de 
Balis,  a  goldfmith  of  Haerlem,  and  Mr.  Bulleftraat, 
a  carpenter  of  Middleburgh  ;  men  of  good  fenfe, 
and  great  fidelity  to  the  company  ;  but  they  had 
narrow  minds,  and  not  the  leaft  idea  of  the  art  of 
government.  They  forced  the  Portuguefe  who 
lived  under  them,  to  pay  what  they  owed  the  com- 
pany in  a  fhort  time,  by  fuch  methods  as  made 
them  lofe  their  hearts  for  ever.  They  fent  to  Hol- 
land the  produce  of  the  very  lands  count  Maurice 
had  alfigned  for  maintaining  the  fortifications, 
which  they  fuffered  to  run  to  ruin.  Tliey  granted 
licences  upon  very  eafy  terms  to  the  foldiers  to  re- 
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turn  home  ;  which  lelTened  the  expence  of  the 
army,  and  the  very  next  year  fent  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  fugar  to  Holland,  than  had  ever  been  fent 
in  one  year  before  ;  but  all  thefe  applauded  mea- 
fures  tended  folely  to  the  deftrudlioii  of  the  fettie- 
ment,  and  to  deprive  the  Dutch  of  this  invaluable 
acquilition. 

Don  Antonio  Tellez  de  Silva,  who  was  at  this 
time  the  Portuguefe  viceroy,  was  a  man  of  the 
greateft  wifdom  and  abilities,  and  at  the  fame  time 
had  every  other  qualihcation  of  a  good  governor. 
This  gentleman  was  nofooner  informed  that  count 
Maurice  had  carried  with  him  two  thirds  of  the 
force  of  Brafil,  than  he  iniinuated  to  the  Portu- 
guefe fubjed  to  the  Dutch,  that  they  were  only 
labouring  for  ftrangers,  while  they  might  be 
mafters  of  all  they  now  farmed  at  an  exorbitant 
rent^  if  their  king  was  but  reftored  to  his  jufi  rights. 
Thefe  fuggeilions  had  great  weight ;  but  the  whole 
affair,  of  recovering  Bralil,  was  undertaken  by 
Juan  Fernandez  Viera,  a  very  extraordinary  per- 
fon,  who  was  originally  a  butcher's  boy,  and  was 
afterwards  page  to  one  of  the  magiftrates  of  Olinda, 
while  it  was  in  the  polfeffion  of  the  Portuguefe. 
He  afterwards  became  a  kind  of  fa6tor  to  the 
Dutch,  had  four  fugar  plantations  of  his  own,  be- 
iides  being  intrufted  with  the  management  of  many 
more,  and,  by  his  induftry  and  art,  he  grew  ex- 
tremely rich . 

This  perfon  having  laid  the  fcheme  of  the  con- 
fpiracy,  fent  it  over  to  Portugal  by  one  who  was 
ignorant  of  the  delign ;  after  which,  he  fent  a  re- 
lation of  his  to  court,  with  a  letter  recommending 
him  to  the  king,  who  granted  him  a  troop  of  horfe  : 
upon  which  he  a6ted  there  as  agent  for  the  confpi- 
rators. 

As  Viera  forefaw,  that  this  would  reach  the  ears 
of  the  Dutch,  he  went  dire6tly  to  the   council, 
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owned  what  he  had  done^  and  offered  to  give  fe- 
ciirity  for  his  good  behaviour ;  when  two  of  the 
richeft  Portiiguefe  in  the  Dutch  territories,  who 
were  as  deep  in  the  confpiracy  as  himfelf^became 
bound  for  him.  For  as  he  owed  the  chief  perfons 
in  the  adminiftration  upwards  of  200^000  florins, 
they  thought  it  advifeable  not  to  ruin  him ;  and 
by  this  contrivance  he  efFe6lually  fecured  his 
liberty,  that  he  might  be  able  to  carry  on  his  great 
deiign,  in  which  he  wasaffifted  by  Antonio  Caval- 
cante  and  Amador  Aragoufa,  who  were  equally 
deep  in  the  management  of  the  Dutch  affairs,  and 
determined,  like  him,  to  contribute  all  in  their 
power  to  the  ruin  of  thofe  who  trufted  them. 

This  plot  was  propofed  to  be  put  in  execution 
on  the  24th  of  June  1645,  when  one  of  Antonio 
Cavalcante's  daughters  was  to  be  married,  and  a 
great  entertainment  given  at  Viera  s  houfe,  to 
which  moft  of  the  officers  and  principal  perfons  in 
the  company's  fervice  were  invited,  where  they 
would  doubtlefs  have  been  feized,  if  not  murdered, 
if  the  defign  had  not  been  difcovered  the  very  even- 
ing before  it  was  to  have  been  executed ;  but,  at 
this  inftant  a  fhip  arriving  from  Amfterdam, 
brought  letters  from  the  directors  of  the  Weft- 
India  company,  containing  an  account  that  the 
minifter  from  the  ft ates- general  at  the  court  of 
Portugal,  had  difcovered  that  a  great  confpiracy 
was  carrying  on  in  Brafil,  and  that  they  would  do 
well  to  enquire  what  fupplies  had  been  lately  fent 
from  Lifbon  to  the  Portuguefe  in  that  country.  This 
enquiry  produced  fuch  difcoveries,  as  filled  the 
Dutch  with  a  confternation  that  gave  Viera  and 
his  alfociates  time  to  efcape  into  the  neighbouring 
woods,  where  they  immediately  took  up  arms. 

Viera  now  affumed  the  chara61er  of  general  and 
commander  in  chief,  and  being  allifted  by  colonel 
Diaz  with  a  few  Portuguefe  troops,  and  colonel 
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Cameron  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  body  of  Bra- 
filians,  he  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Pojug,  a  town 
between  the  Receif  and  Cape  St.  Auguftine ;  fo 
that^  to  the  misfortune  of  the  Dutch,  this  unex- 
pe6led  war  broke  out  in  the  very  heart  of  their 
dominions.  Antonio  Cavalcante  at  the  fame  time 
raifed  another  part  of  the  country  ;  and  Amador 
Aragoufa,  at  the  head  of  a  flying  party,  was  em- 
ployed in  burning  and  deftroying  all  the  Dutch 
plantations  without  mercy. 

The  council  feeing  themfelves  in  this  dreadful 
lit  nation,  alTembled  all  the  troops  they  were  able, 
and  publilhed  a  proclamation,  promiling  to  pardon 
all  who  would  fubmit  and  return  to  their  duty, 
except  Viera,  Cavalcante,  and  Aragoufa.  They 
gave  the  command  of  a  few  ill- provided  troops  they 
got  together,  to  colonel  Huys,  to  whom  they  gave 
the  title  of  General,  and,  in  fhort,  fent  two  cap- 
tains to  the  Vicero}'  at  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  to 
complain  of  this  infra(5lion  of  the  truce,  which  had 
ftill  four  years  to  come. 

The  Viceroy  received  thefe  captains  with  great 
civility,  and  anfwered  with  much  prudence,  that 
he  was  anfwerable  for  the  condu6t  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  part  of  Brail  I  fubje^  to  the  crown  of 
Portugal ;  and  if  they  had  broke  the  truce,  he 
would  have  given  the  Dutch  what  fatisfa(51:ion  they 
could  defire ;  but  if  the  Portuguefe  fettled  in  the 
Dutch  dominions,  had  been  induced  by  oppreffion 
to  take  up  arms,  he  could  not  help  it,  and  it  was 
very  unjuft  to  blame  him  for  it. 

This  was  the  anfwer  he  gave  in  public ;  but  in 
a  private  converfation  with  capt.  Hoogftrate,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  fent  on  this  negociation,  he  not 
only  drew  him  over  to  his  intereft,  but  prevailed 
on  him  to  deliver  up  the  important  poll  of  St. 
Auguftine,  of  which  he  was  governor. 
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In  the  mean  time  general  Huys  attacking  co- 
lonel Cameron,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  defeated 
with  the  lofs  of  loo  men.  Soon  after  the  Portu- 
giiefe  admiral  Salvador  Correa  de  Bonavides  ap- 
peared with  a  numerous  fleet  on  the  coaft  ;  upon 
which  admiral  Lichthart,  though  he  had  but  five 
men  of  war,  offered  him  battle;  but  this  the  Por- 
tuguefe  commander  refufed,  under  the  pretence  of 
his  having  no  orders  to  a6l  againft  the  Dutch,  and 
that  he  was  only  to  land  a  body  of  men  in  his 
mailer's  dominions;  which  he  had  no  fooner  done, 
than  thofe  men,  without  ceremony,  entered  the 
Dutch  territories,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
all  the  places  that  fell  in  their  way.  Upon  this 
the  council  fent  orders  to  general  Huys  to  make  a 
retreat :  but  he  ftaying  for  an  officer  whom  he  had 
fent  to  bring  feveral  ladies  and  rich  effects  out  of 
the  country,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  furrounded 
by  the  Portuguefe,  who,  after  beating  him,  took 
him  and  his  men  prifoners. 

Orders  were  now  fent  to  admiral  Lichthart  to  at- 
tack the  Portuguefe  fliips  whenever  he  had  an  op- 
portunity, and  upon  this  occafion,  he  gave  afrefli 
proof  of  his  courage  and  admirable  condu61: ;  for 
with  four  lliips,  a  frigate  and  a  bark,  he  attacked  a 
Portuguefe  fleet  of  feventeen  fail,  took  three  of  the 
largeft  fhips,  together  with  the  admiral,  burnt  and 
funk  almoft  all  the  reft,  and  killed  700  men. 

This  fuccefs  began  to  revive  the  hopes  of  the 
counc'l,  when  they  received  the  unexpected  news, 
th.at  Hoogrtrate  had  treacheroufly  delivered  up  the 
pod  of  St.  Auguitine.  For  this  bafe  action  he  re- 
ceived the  lum  of  18,000  florins,  which  he  em- 
ployed ii]  raifiDg  a  regiment  of  650  Brafilians,  of 
uhom  he  was  m.ade colonel  by  the  Portuguefe,  and 
appearing  at  the  head  of  this  body  againft  his 
couvJ.rymen,  behaved  with  refolution  and  fidelity 
in  the  iervice  of  Portugal. 


JlSi'tfnioitr  Sr 


Admiral  If  I'chth  art,  with  4  Ships,  a  Frit/ ate r^^, 
I'  a  Bark  altacia  the  iPortiuiuezI'leet  oflj  Sail. 
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The  great  fuperiority  of  the  Portuguefe  now 
enabled  them  to  make  quick  difpatch  in  moft  of 
their  expeditions^  and  in  a  little  time  they  became 
mafters  of  almoft  all  the  itrong  places  in  the  cap- 
tainfhip  of  Fernambuca.  At  length,  they  blocked 
up  the  Rece.f,  the  only  ftrong  place  the  Dutch  had 
left. 

When  the  news  of  thefe  proceedings  reached 
Holland,  the  people  were  extremely  irritated,  and 
though  the  Portuguefe  ambaflador  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  ftates- general  ttiat  his  moft  faithful 
majefty  had  no  concern  in  what  had  happened  at 
Brafil,  the  Dutch  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fitty  two  men 
of  war,  under  the  command  of  M.  Biankert,  ad- 
miral of  Zealand,  who  was  decared  admiral  of 
Bralil,  Gumea,  and  Angola  ;  and  with  him  they 
fent  colonel  Schuppen  and  colonel  Henderfon,  who 
had  acquired  great  reputation  in  the  fervice  of  count 
Maurice.  Thus  was  an  open  war  begun  between 
Holland  and  Portugal. 

But  hardly  any  fleet  ever  met  with  fo  many  un- 
fortunate accidents,  and  fo  many  delays  ;  for  with- 
in two  days  after  they  failed  from  the  Texel,  they 
were  forced  to  anchor  in  the  Downs,  where  they 
loft  two  (hips  in  a  ftorm  ;  they  failed  again^  and 
were  forced  into  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  the  firft 
light  they  faw  was  the  wreck  of  a  large  Dutch 
merchantman  from  Brafil,  with  a  cargo  of  immenfe 
value,  which  was  entirely  loft,  and  out  of  300  ptr- 
fons,  only  thirty  faved  :  in  the  port  of  St.  Helen's 
they  remained  wind-bound feven  weeks,  and  at  laft 
met  with  a  ftorm,  on  their  putting  again  to  fea, 
by  which  they  fuffered  extremely.  By  thefe  and 
many  other  accidents,  they  were  fo  long  delayed, 
that  they  did  not  arrive  at  the  Receif  till  the  gar 
rifon  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  furrendering.  However,  by 
the  help  of  thefe  reinforcements,  the  war  was  ftiil 
continued,  and  fomefmall  advantages  obtained. 
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But  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1^47,  the  Por- 
tugueie  again  blocked  up  the  Receif,  where  the 
whole  force  of  the  Dutch  coniilted  of  only  1800 
men,  who,  however,  made  a  gallant  delence  ;  but 
at  length  fallying  out  with  all  their  ftrength  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  in  the  field,  they  were  overpow- 
ered by  numbers,  and  entirely  defeated  with  the 
lofsof  1 100  foldiers,  moft  of  their  officers,  and  all 
the  artillery  and  ammunition  they  had  carried  with 
them.  This  hindered  them  from  making  any  more 
Tallies  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  enabled  them  to  make 
a  longer  defence,  as  they  had  now  provifions  for 
feven  months,  which  would  otherwife  have  lafted 
but  three. 

'  The  progrefs  of  the  Portuguefe  became  now  fo 
great,  that  nothing  feemed  capable  of  preventing 
the  entire  ruin  of  the  Dutch  affairs  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  This  produced  a  kind  of  national  def- 
pair,  which  haftened  the  ruin  that  was  but  too 
plainly  forefeen.  The  province  of  Zealand  recal- 
led admiral  Blankert,  with  w^hom  came  moft  of  the 
officers  they  had  fent  with  him.  The  difficulties 
they  had  met  with  m  their  pailage  thither,  were 
repeated  on  their  return:  fo  that  the  admiral  died 
before  the  fleet  arrived  in  Holland,  as  did  feveral 
of  his  officers  almoft  as  foon  as  they  came  on  ihore : 
but  the  Sieur  Shuk,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  go- 
vernors of  Bralil,  furviving,  gave  the  States  fuch 
an  affedting  account  of  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  that 
country,  that  they  refolved  to  make  a  great  effort 
for  the  prefervation  of  fo  valuable  an  acquifition, 
and  gave  orders  for  fitting  out  a  fleet  of  fifty  large 
men  of  war,  and  for  embarking  6000  regular 
troops,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  ad- 
miral Witte-Wittezen,  who  was  then  efteemed  the 
ableft  officer  in  the  Dutch  fcrvice,  and  it  was  alfo 
refolved  to  fend  after  him  an  additional  fupply  of 
between  5  or  6000  men  more.     The  admiral  failed 
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towards  the  end  of  the  year  1^50,  and  after  fiiffer- 
ing  much  by  ftorms  and  tempefts  in  the  palTage,  at 
length  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Fernambuca;  but 
inftead  of  a  colony,  the  admiral  found  a  mere 
hofpital  of  fick,  maimed,  and  iniirm  people :  and 
inftead  of  thofe  fortrefles  which  he  was  to  have  re- 
lieved, church-yards,  filled  with  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  had  before  been  fent  on  the  fame  errand. 
For  the  Portuguefe,  Braiilians,  and  Negroes  living 
on  the  natural  produce  of  the  country,  where 
healthy  and  ftrong ;  while  the  Dutch  pent  up  in 
their  forts,  were  obliged  to  fublift  entirely  on  the 
provifionsfent  them  from  Europe;  by  which  means 
they  grew  pale,  wan  and  feeble,  and  died  in  great 
numbers.  The  affecting  fights  the  admiral  faw 
there,  made  him  refolve,  notwithftanding  the  or- 
ders he  had  received,  to  return  home  without 
delay;  this  he  accordingly  did,  leaving  things  in 
a  much  worfe  condition  than  he  found  them  ;  for 
which  he  was  afterwards  called  to  an  account  by 
the  States,  though  he  ibon  juftified  himfelf  to  their 
fatisfa(51:ion. 

In  fhort,  the  Dutch  ftill  continued  to  meet  with 
ill  fuccefs,  and  towards  the  conclulion  of  the  year 
^^S3y  the  Portuguefe,  who  now^  publicly  alliiled 
Viera,  fent  a  fleet  of  lixteen  large  men  of  war  to 
attack  the  Receif  by  fea,  and  to  blow  up  part  of 
its  fortifications :  which  terrified  the  garrifon  that 
they  abfolutely  refufed  to  fight.  The  next  year, 
the  Dutch  furrendered  every  thing  they  poiTeffed 
in  Brail  I,  and  in  1655  they  returned  to  Holland. 

It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  the  uproar  that  this 
raifed  in  the  country,  or  the  heat  and  fury  with 
which  the  people  demanded  jufrice  againft  general 
Sigifmund  Schuppen,  who  had  commanded  in 
chief  for  many  years,  and  was  governor  of  the 
Receif  when  it  furrendered.  The  dates,  tofecure 
him  an^  his  officers  from  their  refentment,  fent 


48  SETTLEMENT   OF  BRASIL, 

them  to  prifon,  and  granted  the  only  favour  he 
afked,  which  was  his  being  allowed  to  make  a 
public  defence.  In  this,  he  fo  clearly  laid  open 
his  own  long  and  faithful  fervices,  recapitulated 
all  the  fucceifes  they  had  under  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  count  Maunce,  and  gave  fo  true  and  af- 
fecting a  picture  of  the  miferies,  and  misfortunes 
he  himfelf  and  his  men  had  fuifered  fince  he  went 
laft  thither,  that  the  people  wept  and  his  judges 
acquitted  him. 

To  conclude  this  fubje6t :  when  count  Maurice, 
after  refiding  eight  years  in  Rrafil,  quitted  the 
government,  he  left  them  feven  captainfhips, 
one  city,  thirty  great  towns,  forty-five  regular 
fortrefTes,  ninety  fail  of  good  fhips,  3000  regu- 
lar troops,  20^000  Dutch  of  all  ages  and  fexes, 
60,000  negroes,  and  above  twice  as  many  Bralili- 
ans.  At  that  time  the  colony  annually  yielded 
25,000  chefts  of  fugar  ;  and  a  carpenter,  cooper, 
or  fmith  could  earn  five  or  lix  guilders  a  day, 
and  live  very  comfortably  upon  one.  But  the 
above  avaricious  and  parfimonious  management, 
occalioned  not  only  the  lofs  of  this  invaluable  co- 
lony ;  but  the  expending  of  millions  upon  it,  for 
ten  years  together :  and  after  the  deftru(5f ion  of 
feveral  thoufands  from  time  to  time  fent  thither, 
there  returned  to  Holland  in  1655,  no  more  than 
between  fix  and  feven  hundred  perfons,  none  of 
Avhom  were  worth  a  groat. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

A  defcription  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fever al  captainfhips  or 
provinces  of  Brafil,  and  their  produce  ;  the  manner  of  making 
clayed  fugar,  and  an  account  of  the  Brafil  tree ;  the  principal 
cities  and  towns  of  each  province,  and  the  difcovery  of  gold 
and  diamonds  in  that  country. 


u^INCE  this  time  the  Portuguefe  have  re- 
mained in  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  all  this  vaft  coun- 
try; but  fufFer  no  fliips  to  trade  thither  beiides 
their  own.  The  whole  trade  of  the  five  northern 
captainfhips,  Paria,  Maragnan,  Siara,  Rio  Grande, 
and  Paraiba,  are  carried  on  at  the  laft  mentioned 
port,  which  is  fituated  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name, 
at  about  five  leagues  diftance  from  the  fea.  Parai- 
ba is  a  fine  populous  town,  and  feven  or  eight 
fhips  of  250  tons  burden  each,  are  annually  fent 
thither  from  Lifbon  and  Oporto.  Their  lading 
chiefly  confifl:s  of  fugar,  more  of  which  has  been 
cultivated  in  the  northern  captainfhips  than  in  the 
fouth,  efpecially  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  gold 
mines,  which  have  rendered  the  fouthern  inhabit- 
ants more  negligent  about  the  improvement  of 
their  lands. 

The  fugar  of  Brafil  was  the  fir fl;  fent  to  Europe, 
the  Portuguefe  having  fet  up  their  works  in  this 
country  about  the  year  1580.  Their  trade  in  this 
commodity  foon  became  extremely  great,  and  their 
being  fo  long  in  polTellion  of  it,  has  made  them 
more  careful  in  the  management  of  fugar,  than 
any  other  nation  ;  and  even  at  this  time  the  clayed 
fugars  of  Brafil,  are  finer  and  whiter  than  ours ; 
though  the  manner  of  preparing  it  is  extremely 
eafy. 
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When  their  fugar  is  put  into  pots,  and  is  funk 
two  or  three  inches  below  the  brim  by  draining 
out  the  molafles,  they  fcrape  off  a  thin  hard  cruft 
that  is  found  on  the  top  of  the  fugar,  and  then 
pour  in  their  mixture  for  refining  it,  which  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  fine  foft  white  elay,  beat  and 
mixed  with  water,  till  it  is  of  the  conftflienee  of 
cream;  with  this  they  fill  tip  the  pot  or  pan,  and 
in  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  white  water  pafTes  quite 
through,  whitening  all  the  fugar,  while  the  thick 
body  of  the  clay  lodges  at  top,  and  is  eafily  taken 
off  with  a  knife. 

They  alfo  bring  from  Paraiba,  notwithfl:anding 
its  being  the  leafi:  frequented  port  in  Brafil,  dying 
woods,  feveral  forts  of  drugs,  and  other  valuable 
commodities,  and  it  is  generally  allowed  that 
thefe  northern  captainlhips  are  the  befl:  peopled, 
and  the  inhabitants  in  very  eafy  circumftances, 
though  no  mines  have  yet  been  wrought  in  thefe 
parts. 

Next  to  Paraiba  is  Tamaraca,  the  trade  whereof 
is  carried  on  at  the  city  of  Olinda,  which  was  re- 
built by  the  Portuguefe,  after  its  being  demoliflied 
by  count  Maurice.  It  is  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill 
near  the  fea,  but  this  fituation  renders  the  ftreets 
very  uneven  and  incommodious.  The  port  is  alfo 
narrow,  and  the  entrance  into  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult, yet  fliips  continually  refort  thither  from  the 
other  parts  of  Brafil  and  the  Canaries,  as  well  as 
the  annual  fleet  from  Lilbon,  which  generally 
confifi:s  of  about  thirty  fail,  efcorted  by  a  man  of 
war.  Thefe  fiiips  are  chiefly  loaded  here  with  fu- 
gar and  Brafil  wood,  which  lafi;  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  beft  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Of  this  wood  there  are  diflTerent  forts;  as  the 
Brafil  of  Japan,  that  of  Lamon,  that  of  St.  Mar- 
tha, and  Braziletto  from  Jamaica  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands ;  but  the  very  befi:  is  produced  in  this 
country,  and  the  befi:  there  is  at  Fernambuca. 
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The  Braiil  tree  generally  grows  in  dry  barren 
places,  and  among  rocks ;  it  is  thick  and  large, 
and  the  timber  is  ufually  crooked  and  knotty. 
It  bears  flowers  of  a  molt  beautiful  brigiit  red, 
that  have  a  very  fragrant  fniell,  which,  inftead 
of  hurting,  llrengthens  and  chenfhes  the  brain. 
Though  the  tree  is  very  large,  it  is  covered  with 
fo  thick  a  bark,  that  when  the  Brafilians  have 
taken  it  off,  a  tree  as  bulky  as  a  man's  body  is 
left  no  thicker  than  the  calf  of  hh  leg.  The 
wood  is  very  hard,  dry,  and  heavy;  it  crackles 
much  in  the  fire,  and  fcarce  raifes  any  fmoak. 
That  is  efteemed  the  beft  which  is  the  foundeft, 
thickeft,  and  hardeft.  It  ought  alfo  upon  fplitting 
to  turn  from  a  pale  to  a  deep  red,  and  upon  chew- 
ing the  chips,  the  bell  fort  yields  a  fweet  tafte, 
fomewhat  like  fugar.  This  wood  is  put  to  various 
ufes,  by  the  turners,  and  takes  a  very  good  polilh; 
but  it  is  principally  ufed  in  dying,  in  which  it 
yields  a  very  fine  bright  red. 

The  next  captainfhip,  is  that  called  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  the  Bay  of  Bahia,  or  the  Bay  of  All 
Saints :  it  is  about  twelve  leagues  over,  but  in 
feveral  places  is  fcarce  navigable  on  account  of 
the  fand  banks  and  Ihoals.  In  this  bay  there  are 
feveral  fmall  iflands,  on  which  the  Portuguefe 
have  a  tobacco  and  fugar  plantations,  and  they 
have  alfo  very  good  filheries  on  the  coaft  of  thefe 
iflands,  and  on  the  banks.  At  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  is  the  city  of  St.  Salvador,  which  lies  ii\ 
14^  fouth  latitude,  and  is  at  prefent  the  centre  of 
the  Portuguefe  trade  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
It  has  a  very  fine  port,  which  might  be  rendered 
ftill  more  commodious  if  art  and  indiiftry  gave  a 
little  alMance  to  nature. 

The  city  of  St.  Salvador,  which  is  at  prefent 
the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  is  divided  into  the  upper 
and  lower.      The  upper  town  is  feated  on  the 
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fiimmit  of  a  mountain.  The  houfes  are  large  and 
pretty  convenient,  but  the  inequality  of  the  ground 
on  which  they  Hand,  renders  the  ftreets  very  dif- 
agreeable.  In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  the  great 
fquare,  the  four  fides  of  which  are  taken  up  with 
the  viceroy's  palace,  the  town  houfe,  the  mint, 
and  other  public  buildings,  built  of  ftone  brought 
from  Portugal.  The  Jefuits  college  is  by  far  the 
largeft  and  fineft  edifice  in  the  city,  particularly 
the  Sacrifl;y,  which  is  lined  throughout  with  the 
mod  beautiful  tortoife-fliell,  wrought  and  fiXed 
together  in  the  mofl:  elegant  manner,  fo  that  no- 
thmg  can  be  conceived  more  agreeable  to  the  eye. 
There  are  feveral  very  fine  churches,  as  that  of 
the  Ben ediftine- Abbey,  which  rivals  that  lately 
poflTefTed  by  the  Jefuits ;  but  the  cathedral,  which, 
at  a  difl:ance,  feems  the  nobleft  ftru6ture,  upon 
being  nearly  examined,  appears  neither  neat  nor 
regular.  However,  in  richnefs  of  gilding,  it  fur- 
palTes  all  the  other  churches.  Among  the  con- 
vents in  this  capital,  is  a  remarkable  one  of  the 
order  of  St.  Clare,  and  another  for  fuch  young 
girls  as  are  expofed  and  abandoned  by  their  pa- 
rents. It  is  furprizing  to  fee  how  thefe  foundlings 
are  confidered  in  this  country ;  the  king  adopts 
them  all,  and  the  ladies  of  the  firfl:  quality  fre- 
quently take  them  home,  when  at  a  proper  age, 
and  breed  them  up  as  their  own. 

The  lower  town,  wherein  all  the  merchants  and 
people  of  bufinefs  refide,  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  which  is  exceflively  fteep,  though  not 
very  high,  and  is  a  place  of  the  greateft  hurry 
and  trade.  There  are  here  a  royal  arfenal,  the 
king's  warehoufes  and  magazines,  which  are  large, 
well  filled,  and  kept  in  excellent  order.  There  is 
alfo  a  fine  yard  for  building  of  lliips,  which  is  of 
confiderable  advantage.  Thefe  fliips  are  not  only 
built  at  an  eafier  rate,  but  are  more  ferviceable 
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than  others,  the  timber  being  excellent  in  its 
kind,  from  its  liaving  the  peculiar  advantage  of 
the  worms  being  unable  to  penetrate  it. 

With  refpe<?i  to  the  fortifications  of  the  city, 
there  is  a  large  fquare  fort,  and  below  it  a  fmaller, 
with  ten  large  pieces  of  cannon.  Thefe  two  for- 
trefles  command  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  They 
have  a  new  fort  called  St.  Peter's  Caftle,  which  is 
alfo  very  ftrong ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour 
is  a  large  fortrefs.  At  the  point  of  Montferat  they 
have  a  fmall  but  ftrong  fort,  with  twelve  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon.  Between  Montferat  and  the  city 
is  a  fine  citadel,  which  is  a  regular  fquare  admira- 
bly fortified,  and  well  furnifhed  with  brafs  cannon, 
and  the  arfenal  is  flanked  by  two  ftrong  baft  ions 
that  command  the  whole  fort.  There  are  yet  two 
other  fortreiTes  to  be  mentioned  ;  one  between  St. 
Antonio  and  the  city,  where  they  make  their 
gun-powder;  and  the  other  the  powder  houfe, 
which  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  city,  and  com- 
mands a  large  artificial  lake,  made  by  the  Dutch, 
by  which  the  city  of  St.  Salvador  is  covered  on 
one  fide,  as  it  is  by  the  fea  on  the  other. 

The  fleet  fent  annually  hither  from  Lifl^on,  con- 
fifts  of  about  thirty  fliips,  efcorted  by  two  men 
^f  war,  which  ufually  fail  about  March,  and  in 
this  bay  the  whole  Brafil  fleet  generally  aflemble, 
in  order  to  return  together  to  Europe.  From  this 
port  they  bring  home  gold,  amethyfts,  diamonds, 
and  the  beft  tobacco  in  Brafil,  which  is  much 
efteemed;  indigo,  fugar,  balfam  of  capivi,  ipe- 
cacuanha, pereira  brava,  cinnamon,  long  pepper, 
ginger,  woods  for  dying,  and  fome  for  inlaying, 
ambergris,  and  other  rich  drugs  and  perfumes. 
They  alfo  export  raw  hides,  train  oil,  and  whale- 
fins. 

All  the  reft  of  the  captainfliips  lie  farther  to  the 
fouth,  and  carry  on  their  trade  by  the  Rio  Janeiro, 
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fo  called  from  its  being  difcovered  in  January  1550^ 
and  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  moft  conliderable  rivers 
in  the  world.  Its  banks  are  as  beautiful  as  can  be 
imagined,  the  climate  is  fine,  and  the  foil  is  ex- 
tremely fertile,  producing  fugar,  indigo,  tobacco 
and  cotton,  in  very  great  perfe6f  ion,  and  European 
corn  has  been  found  to  grow  there  with  very  little 
trouble.  But  this,  and  all  other  improvements 
have  been  difcouraged  on  account  of  the  gold  mines 
that  have  been  difcovered  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring captainfliips  of  St.  Vincent ;  though  in- 
dependently oi  thefe  mines,  this  may  be  conlidered 
as  the  rich  eft  part  of  Brafil.  The  Portuguefe  fet- 
tled here  are  very  different  in  their  manners  from 
thofe  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  for  they  are  a6live 
and  induftrious,  and  fuffer  the  Indians  who  live 
among  them  to  enjoy  as  much  freedom  as  them- 
felves. 

The  city  of  St.  Sebaftian,  the  capital  of  this 
country,  is  very  commodioufly  fituated  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  about  two  leagues  from  the 
fea,  and  in  the  23°  fouth  latitude.  This  city, 
which  is  very  well  fortified,  is  the  feat  of  a  Portu- 
guefe governor,  and  is  a  bilhop's  fee,  fuifragan  to 
the  archbifhop  of  St.  Salvador. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  other  conliderable  towns 
on  the  Rio  Janeiro,  all  of  which  carry  on  a  conli- 
derable trade,  as  appears  from  the  number  of  Ihips 
annually  fent  thither  from  Portugal.  Thefe  confift 
of  between  twenty  and  thirty  vefTels  of  500  tons 
each,  ufually  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war.  The 
commodities  brought  from  thence  are  generally 
the  fame  as  thofe  exported  from  St.  Salvador  ;  be- 
fides  thefe,  gold  and  diamonds  are  found  in  this 
province. 

With  refpe(5l  to  the  gold  and  diamonds  of  Brafil, 
minerals,  which  mankind  hold  in  the  greateft 
efteem,  and  exert  their  utmoft  art  and  induftry  in 
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acquiring  ;  the  former  was  firft  found  in  the  moun- 
tains near  the  city  of  Rio  Janeiro.  The  manner, 
however,  in  which  this  difcovery  was  made,  is  dif- 
ferently related ;  but  the  moft  common  account  is, 
that  the  Indians  on  the  back  of  the  Portuguefe  fet- 
tlements  were  obferved  to  make  ufe  of  this  metal 
for  their  filh-hooks ;  and  enquiry  being  made  of 
their  manner  of  procuring  it,  it  appeared  that  con- 
iiderable  quantities  of  it  were  annually  wafhed 
from  the  mountains,  and  left  among  the  gravel 
and  fand  that  remained  in  the  valleys,  after  the 
running  off,  or  evaporation  of  the  water. 

This  difcovery  being  made,  conliderable  quan- 
tities of  gold  were  imported  from  Braiil  to  Europe, 
and  the  annual  imports  have  been  continually  aug- 
mented by  the  difcovery  of  places  in  other  pro- 
vinces, where  it  is  to  be  found  in  as  great  plenty 
as  at  firft  about  Rio  Janeiro  ;  and  it  is  even  faid, 
that  a  llender  vein  of  this  metal  runs  through  the 
whole  country  at  about  twenty -four  feet  from  the 
furface,  but  is  too  thin  and  poor  to  anfwerthe  ex- 
pence  of  digging.  However,  gold  is  always  to  be 
colle6ted  when  the  rivers  or  rains  have  had  any 
courfe  for  a  conliderable  time,  and  therefore  the 
being  able  to  divert  a  ftream  from  its  channel,  is 
efteemed  an  infallible  fource  of  gain. 

The  employment  of  fearching  the  bottoms  of 
rivers  and  torrents,  and  wafhing  the  gold  from  the 
dirt  and  fand,  is  principally  performed  by  flaves, 
who  are  chiefly  negroes,  of  whom  the  Portuguefe 
have  great  numbers  kept  for  that  purpofe.  By  a 
very  lingular  regulation,  each  of  thefe  flaves  are 
obliged  to  furnifli  their  mafter  every  day  with  the 
eighth  part  of  an  ounce  of  gold;  and  if  by  their 
induftry  or  good  fortune,  they  colle6t  a  larger 
quantity,  the  furplus  is  confidered  as  their  own 
property,  and  they  are  allowed  to  difpofe  of  it  as 
they  think  fit ;  by  which  means  fome  negroes,  wh® 
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have  fallen  upon  rich  wafliing  places,  have,  it  is 
iaid,  purchafed  flaves  of  their  own,  and  lived  in 
great  fplendor.  Their  original  mailer  having  no 
other  demand  upon  them  than  the  daily  fuppiy  of 
an  eighth  of  an  ounce,  which  amounts  to  about 
nine  Ihillings  fterling ;  the  Port uguefe  ounce  being 
fomewhat  lighter  than  our  tr&y  ounce. 

The  annual  return  of  gold  to  Lilbon  may  be 
computed  from  the  amount  of  the  king's  fifth, 
which,  one  year  with  another,  is  eftimated  at  150 
arroves  of  thirty- two  pounds  Portuguefe  weight 
each,  which  at  4I.  the  troy  ounce,  is  near  300,000!. 
fterling;  and  therefore  the  capital,  whereof  this  is 
the  fifth,  is  about  a  million  and  a  half  fterling. 
To  which  if  we  add  the  gold  exchanged  with  the 
Spaniards  for  filver,  and  what  is  privately  brought 
to  Europe,  without  paying  the  duty,  which  may 
amount  to  half  a  million  more,  the  annual  product 
of  the  Brafilian  gold  muft  be  about  two  millions 
fterling.  An  immenfe  fum  to  be  found  in  a  coun- 
try that  a  few  years  ago  was  not  known  to  produce 
a  ftngle  grain. 

It  is  but  abiout  thirty  years  lince  the  firft  dia- 
monds were  brought  from  this  country  into  Eu- 
rope. Thefe  valuable  ftones  are,  like  the  gold, 
found  in  the  beds  of  rivers  and  torrents ;  but  not 
To  univerfally.  They  were  frequently  perceived  in 
wafhing  the  gold,  before  they  were  known  to  be  of 
any  value,  and  were  confequently  thrown  away 
with  the  fand  and  gravel ;  and  numbers  of  large 
ftones,  that  would  have  enriched  the  pofTelTors, 
have  pafled  unregarded  through  the  hands  of  feve- 
ral  perfons  now  living.  However,  at  length  a 
perfon  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  rough 
diamonds,  imagined  that  thefe  pebbles  were  of  the 
fame  kind  ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  perfuade  the  in- 
habitants that  what  they  had  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  defpife  could  be  of  fuch  immenfe  value 
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and  in  this  interval,  it  is  faid  that  a  governor  pro- 
cured a  coniiderabie  number  of  thefe  ftones,  under 
the  pretence  of  ufmg  them  as  counters  to  play  at 
cards.     But  the  moft  fkilful  jewellers  in  Europe 
being  confulted,  they  declared  that  thefe  ftones 
were  true  diamonds,  and  that  many  of  them  were 
not  inferior^  either  in'^luilre  or  any  other  quality, 
to  thofe  of  the  Eaft- Indies.     Upon  this,  many  of 
the  Portuguefe  m  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places 
where  they  had  been  firft  obferved,  began  to  fearch 
for  them  with  great  alliduity,  and  as  large  rocks  of 
chryftal  were  found  in  feveral  of  the  mountains, 
where  the  ftream  flowed  which  waflied  down  the 
diamonds,  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  difcovering  diamonds  of  a  prodigious  bulk    But 
the  king  of  Portugal  being  told  that  this  would 
debafe  their  value,  ruin  the  Europeans  who  had  in 
their  polTeffion  a  great  quantity  of  Indian  diamonds, 
and  render  thedifcovery  of  no  importance,  his  ma- 
jefty  thought  proper  to  reftrain  the  fearch  after 
them;  for  which  purpofe  he  ere6l:ed  a  diamond 
company    with   an   exclulive    charter,  which,  in 
confideration  of  a  fum  annually  paid  to  the  king, 
has  the  property  of  all  the  diamonds  found  ui 
Bralil ;  but  to  prevent  their  reducing  their  value 
by  coUe<?ting  too  large  quantities  of  them,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  employ  above  800  Haves  in  fearching 
for  thefe  jewels.     To  prevent  interlopers  in  this 
trade,  a  large  town  in  the   neighbourhood  of  the 
place  where  the  diamonds  are  found,  and  a  con- 
iiderabie diftri6l  found  it,  have  been  depopulated, 
and  the  inhabitants  removed  to  another  part  of  the 
country. 

Southward  from  the  captainfliip  of  Kio  Janeiro 
lies  the  captainfliip  of  St.  Vincent,  which  is  f  ip- 
pofed  to  be  the  richefl  country  in  Bralil,  and  per- 
haps in  all  South -America.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  captainfliip  of  Rio  Janeiro  ;  on  the 
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eaft  by  the  ocean  ;  on  the  fouth  by  the  new  captain- 
fliip,  or  that  ftyled  Del  Rey ;  and  on  the  weft  by 
the  mountain  of  La  Plata^  and  the  countries  in- 
habited by  various  favage  nations,  extending  from 
22^  to  27^  fouth  latitude.  It  is  in  length  from  north 
to  fouth,  about  300  miles,  and  in  breadth  from 
eaft  to  weft,  in  fome  places,  near  180;  though,  for 
the  greateft  part,  it  is  not  above  half  that  breadth. 

The  town  of  St.  Vincent  is  lituated  in  a  very 
fine  bay  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  is  well  forti- 
fied. A  little  to  the  north  weft  lies  the  town  of 
Santos,  which  fome  coniider  as  the  capital  of  the 
province,  and  it  has  as  fine  a  port  as  any  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  being  capable  of  holding  the 
largeft  fliips,  and  of  being  lortified  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  refift  any  force  that  could  be  brought 
again  ft  it. 

The  only  captainftiip  to  the  fouthward  of  St. 
Vincent,  is  Del  Rey,  which  extends  from  28  to 
34^  30  fouth  latitude,  and  is  about  400  miles  in 
length,  but  not  above  100  broad  in  any  part  of  it. 
Though  this  country  is  pleafant  and  fertile,  it 
was  entirely  neglected  by  the  Portuguefe,  till  the 
difcovery  of  the  mines  of  St.  Vincent  put  them 
upon  planting  it,  and  eredfing  feveral  forts  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  La  Plata.  But  though  this 
country  is  as  capable  of  improvement  as  any  in 
Brafil,  yet,  as  it  has  not  been  inhabited  fo  long 
as  the  other  captainftiips,  it  is  far  from  being 
thoroughly  peopled,  and  there  are  only  a  few  vil- 
lages upon  the  fea-coaft,  and  fome  fortrefiTes  on 
the  river  La  Plata. 

The  chief  advantage  drawn  from  this  province 
by  the  Portuguefe,  is  a  kind  of  fmuggling  trade 
carried  on  with  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  furniih 
with  rum  and  tobacco  of  their  own  growth,  and 
with  cloths,  filks,  linen,  and  brandy  from  Europe. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

An  account  of  a  people  in  Bralil  called  Paulifts,  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  in  general. 


JL  HE  important  difcoveries  mentioned  in 
the  laft  chapter,  occalioned  new  laws,  new  govern- 
ments, and  new  regulations  to  be  eftablilhed  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  ;  which  renders  it  necef- 
fary  tor  us  here  to  go  back  a  little^  in  order  to  take 
notice  of  a  fet  of  people  named  Paulifts,  who  had 
erected  themfelves  into  an  independent  ftate,  and 
whom  it  foon  became  proper  to  reduce. 

It  being  fuggefted  to  the  Portuguefe  miniftry, 
about  the  year  1685,  that  the  climate  at  the  bay  of 
All  Saints  would  fruftrate  whatever  endeavours 
might  be  ufed  to  render  the  people  a6tive  and  in- 
duftrious,  and  that  a  fettlement  at  the  northern 
and  fouthern  extremities  of  Bralil  would  render  the 
country  of  much  greater  advantage  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  than  it  had  hitherto  been  ;  this  occa- 
lioned, on  the  one  hand,  the  eftablifhment  of  forts 
and  fettlements  towards  the  river  of  the  Amazons, 
and  on  the  other,  the  improvement  of  a  new  co- 
lony at  Santos,  which  was  then  but  fmall. 

Moft  of  the  perfons  made  choice  of  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  were  Meftizes,  the  offspring  of  fuch  of  the 
Portuguefe  as  had  married  Brafilian  women  ;  and 
the  perfons  entruiied  with  the  government  of  thcfe 
new  planters,  were  prieils  and  monks  ;  but  they 
were  fent  exprefsly  from  Portugal,  and  care  was 
taken  that  they  ihoujd  be  fit  for  the  purpofe.    The 
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captain  general  of  Brafil,  and  all  the  officers  in  the 
fouthern  captain lliips^  had  orders  to  treat  thefe 
people  kindly,  and  to  give  them  no  difturbance. 

It  foon  appeared  that  this  plan  was  wifely  con- 
certed ;  for  the  people  multiplied  prodigioufly, 
and  foon  became  in  very  eafy  circumftances.  This 
drew  a  number  of  adventurers  thither,  among 
whom  were  Spaniards  as  well  as  Portuguefe,  free 
negroes,  mulattoes,  and  all  the  different  mixtures 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  BrafiJ  down  to  the  Cara- 
bocas,  who  are  the  offspring  of  Brafilian  favages  by 
negro  women ;  there  were  alfo  monks  as  well  as 
laymen,  foldiers,  mechanics,  broken  planters,  and, 
in  fliort,  all  thofe  fort  of  men  who  are  ready  to  go 
any  where,  or  to  do  any  thing  to  get  a  living. 

As  thefe  were  a  very  different  fort  of  men  from 
thofe  of  the  new  colony,  it  was  impoffible  for  them 
to  dwell  together ;  for  the  former  were  the  quietell 
and  moft  limple,  and  the  latter  the  moft  turbu- 
lent people  in  the  world.  Thefe  adventurers  there- 
fore looked  out  for  a  new  fettlement,  and  at  a  fmall 
diftance  found  one  of  the  properelt  places  upon 
earth  for  their  reception.  This  was  the  thick  and 
vaft  foreft  of  Parnabaccaba,  w^hich  overfpread  all 
the  mountains  at  the  back  of  this  captainlhip,  and 
in  this  foreft  none  but  wild  beafts  had  hitherto 
taken  up  their  dwelling  They  foon  cleared  a  part 
of  this  wildernefs  for  their  habitation,  wherein 
they  eftablifhed  not  only  a  new  town,  which  they 
named  San  Paulo,  but  a  new  republic,  in  which 
they  lived  after  the  manner  they  liked  beft. 

This  was  at  fir  ft  overlooked ;  for  the  country 
was  judged  of  no  great  value,  and  the  adjacent 
captainlhips  were  pleafed  at  getting  rid  of  thofe 
who  reforted  thither.  However,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
very  few  years  they  were  too  fircng  to  be  dealt 
with  ;  for  receiving  all  forts  of  people,  they  quickly 
jncreafed  from  two  or  three  hundred  to  as  many 
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tboufaud  men,  and  being  a  bold^  hardy,  enter- 
prifnig  and  daring  people,  the  governors  knew  not 
how  to  deal  with  them.  In  the  firll  place,  they 
took  care  to  fortify  the  avenues  to  their  territory, 
which  were  naturally  ilrong;  and  they  feldom  ven- 
tured abroad,  but  in  bodies  of  fourfcore  or  a  hun- 
dred men  ;  and  in  fuch  parties  they  frequently  tra- 
verfed  the  whole  extent  of  Braiil. 

This  new  and  extraordinary  commonwealth, 
were  denominated  Paulifts,  from  the  city  where 
they  lived ;  they  barely  acknowledged  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  without  fubmit- 
ting  to  its  jurifdi6fion  ;  and  as  the  tyranny  of  the 
governors  of  Braiil,  and  the  oppreffion  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  governors  in  the  adjacent  provinces  furniilied 
this  new  Hate  with  abundance  of  members,  it  at 
laft  became  very  difficult  to  gain  admittance 
among  them. 

They  obliged  fuch  as  prefented  themfelves  upon 
their  frontiers,  which  they  were  not  allowed  to 
enter,  to  fubmit  to  a  very  ftri6l  examination,  that 
they  might  know  whether  they  were  fit  for  their 
community,  and  not  fpies,  or  perfons  who  in- 
tended to  betray  them ;  upon  the  bare  fufpicion 
of  which  they  made  no  fcruple  of  beating  out 
their  brains  ;  but  if  upon  this  examination,  they 
judged  they  might  prove  ufeful  members,  they 
obh'ged  them  to  bring  in  two  ilaves  for  their  fup- 
port;  affigning  them  a  dwelling  and  plantation, 
by  which  they  commenced  Paulifts,  and  were  to 
continue  fo  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  for  any  at- 
tempt to  defert  was  punilhed  with  death  without 
mercy.  They  made  no  exception  of  country  or 
complexion  ;  a  favage  was  as  welcome  to  them  as 
an  European,  and  every  man  after  his  ad  million, 
was  at  liberty  to  lead  what  kind  of  life  he  liked 
beft,  provided  he  did  not  difturb  the  peace  of  fo- 
ciety. 


62  SETTLEMENT   OF   BRASIL, 

Thefe  people  reje6ling  and  defpiling  the  man- 
dates of  the  court  of  Portugal,  were  often  engaged 
in  a  ftate  of  hoftility  with  the  Portuguefe;  but, 
the  mountains  furrounding  their  country,  and  the 
difficulty  of  clearing  the  few  pafiTages,  that  opened 
into  it,  generally  put  it  in  their  power  to  make 
their  own  terms  ;  but  as  gold  was  found  to  abound 
in  this  province,  the  laft  king  of  Portugal,  (during 
whofe  reign  the  difcoveries  of  Brafilian  gold  and 
diamonds  were  begun  and  completed)  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  reduce  this  province, 
which  now  became  of  great  confequence,  to  the 
fame  fubjedion  and  obedience  with  the  reft  of  the 
country ;  which  he  was  at  laft  fo  happy  as  to  efFe<5t, 
and  the  city  of  St.  Paul  is  now  confidered  as  the 
centre  of  the  Portuguefe  mines. 

Having  thus  run  through  the  feveral  captain - 
Ihips,  and  mentioned  the  produce  and  commodities 
of  each,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  take  fome  no- 
tice of  the  government  and  the  people  in  general. 

The  viceroy  has  two  councils  in  which  he  pre- 
fides,  one  of  criminal  and  the  other  of  civil  aifairs; 
but  juftice  goes  on  very  llowly,  and  there  is  not 
perhaps  a  country  upon  earth  where  fo  much  paper 
is  blotted  by  the  lawyers,  before  any  final  judg- 
ment is  obtained. 

There  is  perhaps  no  part  of  the  v^orld,  China 
and  Japan  excepted,  where  there  is  fo  much  trouble 
in  getting  on  fhore,  or  fo  much  difficulty  in  know- 
ing how  to  a6f  when  a  perfon  is  landed.  The  dif- 
ficulties commodore  Anfon  met  with  in  this  refpea, 
will  be  mentioned  in  the  account  we  Ihall  hereafter 
lay  before  our  readers  of  his  voyage  round  the 
world.  To  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  manner  of  their 
proceeding,  it  will  not  be  unentertaining  if  we 
here  prefent  a  Ihort  abftra6l  from  an  account  of  a 
voyage  to  Brafil,  by  a  French  gentleman,  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  year  171 7. 
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When  they  came  within  a  league  of  the  city  of 
St.  Salvador,  they  were  reftrained  from  proceeding 
any  farther  by  a  gun  fired  from  a  little  fort:  upon 
which  they  came  to  an  anchor,  and  fent  their  fu- 
percargo  alhore  in  the  boat.  He  was  a  very  fenii- 
ble  man,  and  had  withal  a  great  deal  of  gravity, 
a  quality  of  all  others  the  moft  necefTary,  for  one 
who  has  any  bufinefs  to  tranfa6l  with  the  Portu^ 
guefe. 

As  foon  as  he  landed,  he  was  condudled  to  an 
audience  of  the  Viceroy,  who  received  him  with 
great  Hate,  and  yet  Ihewed  him  as  much  civility 
as  he  could  ex ped.  He  told  his  Excellency,  that 
he  came  on  behalf  of  three  French  ftiips  homeward 
bound  from  the  Eaft- Indies,  that  were  greatly 
diftrelTed,  and  had  no  hopes  of  performing  their 
voyage  without  his  protection  and  relief  The 
Viceroy,  after  continuing  for  fome  moments  lilent, 
replied,  he  was  very  forry  for  their  misfortune,  be- 
caufe  his  mailer's  orders  were  very  precife  againft 
admitting  any  foreign  vefTels  into  the  port,  and 
that  the  King  had  given  him  dire61ions  to  feize 
and  Gonfifcate  without  diftinClion,  whatever  fo- 
reign Ihips  entered  their  harbour,  unlefs  it  plainly 
appeared,  that  they  were  unable  to  keep  the  fea  ; 
but  that  he  would  allow  them  twenty-four  hours 
to  confider,  whether  they  would  come  and  anchor 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  be  exa- 
mined, or  put  to  fea  without  receiving  any  relief 
at  all ;  adding,  that  if  the  cafe  was  as  he  repre- 
fented  it,  care  ihould  be  taken  to  affift  and  fupply 
him :  but  that  the  French  would  do  well  to  re- 
member that  the  Portuguefe  were  not  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon. 

As  the  (hips  were  really  in  a  very  bad  condition  ; 
they  had  no  reafon  to  fear  any  examinations,  they 
therefore  on  the  return  of  the  fupercargo  came 
to  an  anchor  under  the  fort,  and  the  next  day  the 
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Judge  came  on  board,  attended  by  feveral  fecre- 
taries  and  other  officers,  all  of  them  people  of 
great  gravity,  who  examined  every  thing  with  all 
the  nicety  and  ftri6lnefs  of  an  inquiiition.  They 
called  for  their  journals,  queftioned  their  pilots, 
mariners,  and  even  cabbinboys,  whether  they  had 
not  formed  the  defign  of  touching  at  Braiil  before 
they  were  in  fuch  diftrefs.  They  all  anfwered  in 
the  negative  ;  but  ftill  they  had  fo  little  hopes, 
that  every  one  in  the  Ihip  who  had  it  in  his  power, 
made  them  fome  prefent  or  other,  which  they  re- 
ceived indeed,  but  fcarce  gave  them  thanks.  At 
laft,  however,  they  took  their  leave,  and  fent  fome 
carpenters  on  board,  to  whom  the  Captains  made 
fuch  application,  that  they  reported  that  the  leaks 
were  fo  dangerous,  that  the  crews  were  afraid  of 
finking  before  they  could  get  out  of  the  fliips. 

This  report  was  no  fooner  made,  than  they  had 
leave  to  go  on  lliore,  and  take  lodgings  where  they 
thought  fit  in  the  city  ;  but  with  ftrict  caution  not 
to  attempt  any  kind  of  trade  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
both  the  fhips  and  cargoes.  The  officers  put  on 
board,  at  firft  talking  the  fame  language,  but  fee- 
ing the  impreffion  it  made,  and  that  the  French 
continued  very  exa(51:  in  that  particular,  they  on 
the  third  day  told  them,  that  this  was  all  a  farce  ; 
that  the  Judges  themfelves  confidercd  it  in  that 
light,  and  that  as  they  underftood  by  their  prefents 
that  they  were  a  good  fort  of  people,  every  night 
boats  would  come  off  with  all  forts  of  merchan- 
dize, and  that  they  would  take  care  the  French 
lliould  run  no  rilk  either  in  buying  or  felling.  The 
boats  came  accordingly,  and  though  the  French 
were  at  flrft  a  little  fufpicious,  yet  in  a  vvcek's  time, 
they  and  the  Portuguefe  perrc6l]y  underflood  each 
other,  and  trade  went  on  briUdy  every  night,  as 
foon  as  it  was  dark. 
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The  French  now  imagined^  that  they  fhould 
find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  carpenters,  and 
other  workmen,  if  they  paid  them  good  wages  ; 
but  they  were  mifi:aken ;  for  none  of  the  people 
durft  take  their  mony  till  they  had  leave ;  which 
was  not  to  be  obtained,  but  by  dint  of  prefents ; 
thefe  however  being  properly  befi:owed,  the  car- 
penters came  on  board  and  began  to  work  :  for  it 
is  literally  true,  that  in  Brafil,  money  will  do 
every  thing,  and  that  nothing  is  to  be  done  there 
without  it.  They  ftaid  there  four  months,  and 
found  few  honeft  men  except  the  Viceroy. 

But  to  proceed  :  the  inhabitants  may  be  divided 
into  three  forts ;  planters,  fa61:ors,  and  mariners. 
The  former  purchafe  as  many  flaves  as  they  can 
employ  in  their  fugar  and  tobacco  works,  &c.  and 
when  the  Lilbon  fleet  comes,  fend  away  their  com- 
modities, and  receive  an  equivalent  in  European 
goods  and  manufa6tures,  by  the  next  year's  fleet. 
The  fa6lors  keep  magazines  of  all  forts  of  goods 
that  come  from  Portugal,  with  which  they  purchafe 
fugar,  tobacco,  and  gold,  of  fuch  planters  as  want 
an  immediate  fupply  of  European  goods,  and  can- 
not wait  for  the  next  year's  fleet.  As  for  the  mari- 
ners, their  chief  bufinefs  confifi:s  in  their  making 
frequent  trips  to  Guinea  to  purchafe  flaves.  This 
trade  is  very  confiderable.  Thofe  from  the  Bay  of 
All  Saints  ufually  bring  over  about  20^000  Ne- 
groes every  year,  and  there  is  fcarce  a  Portuguefe 
here,  who  has  not  at  leaft  a  dozen  black  flaves  in 
his  fervice.  The  people  are  fond  of  fliew  and 
magnificence,  of  rich  clothes,  jewels,  and  a  large 
train  of  fervants,  and  to  enjoy  thefe,  are  very 
fparing  in  the  expences  of  their  tables.  They 
have  however  fome  feafls ;  but  thefe  bring  after 
them  a  long  train  of  fails :  for  every  man  has  his 
guardian  faint,  upon  whofe  anniverfary,  he  fpends 
befi:  part  of  his  annual  revenue ;  and  feldom  has 
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a  good  dinner  afterwards,  except  at  his  neighbotir's 
upon  the  like  occalion. 

The  inland  Brafilians  of  both  fexes  flill  go  en- 
tirely naked;  but  near  the  (hore  they  put  on  dif- 
ferent forts  of  coverings,  fome  wearing  only  Ihirts 
of  linen  or  calico,  and  others  drefs  after  the  Euro- 
pean manner.  The  wives  always  follow  their 
hufbands  to  war ;  but  while  the  man  carries  no- 
thing but  his  arms,  the  woman  fupplies  the  place  of 
fumpter  horfe,  and  is  loaded  with  fuch  provilions 
as  are  thought  neceflary,  with  a  child  or  children, 
and  a  hammock,  which  at  night  they  hang  on 
trees,  or  fallen  to  poles,  making  a  defence  from  the 
rain  with  palm-tree  leaves.  Thefe  hammocks  are 
the  chief  part  of  their  furniture,  and  are  made  of 
cotton^  and  formed  like  net- work,  fix  or  feven  feet 
long  and  four  broad :  but  the  Tapoyers  make 
theirs  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long,  fo  as  to  contain 
four  and  fometin:tes  fix  perfons;  their  cans,  cups 
or  mugs,  are  made  of  callabafhes,  fome  of  which 
hold  thirty  quarts.  The  poorer  fort  ufe  knives  of 
ilone,  while  the  others  purchafe  theirs  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans. 

When  at  home,  the  hulband  generally  goes 
abroad  in  the  morning  with  his  bow  and  arrows, 
to  kill  birds  or  beafi:s,  or  goes  to  fifh,  while  the 
wife  either  employs  her  time  in  working  at  a 
plantation,  or  attends  the  hulband  to  bring  home 
his  game. 

The  Brafilian  women  are  extremely  fruitful, 
and  have  fuch  eafy  labours,  that  a  woman  imme- 
diately after  her  delivery,  goes  to  the  next  river, 
where  (he  purines  herfelf  by  bathing ;  and  there 
are  fome  writers  who  ridiculouily  pretend,  that 
the  huiband  goes  to  bed,  and  for  the  fi^ft  twenty- 
four  hours  is  nurfed  with  all  the  care  and  ceremo- 
ny ufed  with  refpe6l  to  a  lying-in  woman  among 
Europeans.     When  a  woman  has  conceived,  ihe 
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abftains  from  her  huiband  till  after  her  delivery  ; 
nor  is  it  ufual  for  her  to  cohabit  with  him  while 
Ihe  gives  fuclc.  The  mothers  lament  the  death  of 
their  children  with  loud  lamentations  for  three 
or  four  days  ;  and  when  friends  have  been  long 
parted,  they  meet  with  open  arms,  tears,  and  all 
poffible  marks  of  affe6lion. 

They  reckon  up  their  age  by  laying  by  a  chefnut 
for  every  year,  beginning  the  computation  of  their 
years  with  the  riling  of  a  ftar  called  Taku,  or  the 
rain  ftar.  Royalty  isdiftinguilhed  by  the  hair  being 
cut  in  a  particular  form,  and  by  the  length  of  the 
tjuimb  nails,  which  latter  is  an  ornament  entirely 
appropriated  to  the  kings;  but  NieuhofFobferves, 
that  the  princes  of  the  blood  are  allowed  long  nails 
on  their  fingers  ;  but  not  on  their  thumbs. 

The  inland  Braiilians  have  fome  knowledge  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  whom  they  call  Tuba,  which  lig- 
nifies  fome  what  moft  excellent ;  and  the  thunder 
they  ftyle  Tubakununga^  which  may  be  inter- 
preted, a  noife  made  by  the  Supreme  Excellency. 
They  have  a  confufed  knowledge  of  the  general 
deluge,  and  believe  that  the  whole  race  of  mankind 
were  extirpated  by  it,  except  one  man  and  his 
filter  ;  which  latter  was  pregnant  before  it  hap- 
pened,  and  that  thefe  by  degrees  repeopled  the 
world.  With  refpe61:  to  a  ftate  of  future  exiftence, 
they  believe  that  the  foul  does  not  die  with  the 
body,  but  is  tran dated  to  fome  pleafant  vales  be- 
yond theinountains,  where  they  are  to  enjoy  great 
pleafures,  and  fpend  their  time  in  dancing  and 
fi nging.  Thefe  are  thofe  who  have  diiliqguilhed 
thenifelves  by  performing  great  actions  in  defence 
of  their  country,  ^c.  but  fuch  as  have  been  idle* 
are  fuppofed  to  be  tortured  by  evil  fpirits,  whom 
they  call  by  diiFerent  names,  and  of  whom  they 
are  excelTively  afraid ;  and  though  they  pay  them 
no  religious  worlhip,  yet  they  ibmetimes  endea^? 
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vour  to  appeafe  their  wrath,  by  certain  prefents 
faftened  to  flakes,  which  they  fet  in  the  ground. 
They  have  priefts  among  them,  who  are  ufed  as 
prophetic  inftru<5lors,  and  are  carefully  confulted. 
in  all  material  tranfa6lions,  efpecially  thofe  of  war : 
and  there  are  people  among  the  Brafilians  called 
Potiguaras,  accounted  fo  well  fkilled  in  forcery,  as 
to  be  able  to  kill  their  enemies  by  their  enchant- 
ments. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

An  account  of  the  vegetables,  beafts,  birds,  and  reptiles,  found 

in  Brafil. 


JLn  defcribing  the  produce  of  this  country, 
we  (hall  begin  with  the  vegetables,  and  firft  men- 
tion the  mandioca  root,  to  which  the  Brafilians 
are  indebted  for  a  great  part  of  their  fubfiftence  ; 
for  being  dried,  powdered,  and  afterwards  baked 
in  the  manner  of  bread,  it  ferves  for  the  common 
food  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  great  part  of  America. 
This  root  fomewhat  refembles  a  parfnip,  and  is 
about  two  or  three  feet  in  length,  and  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  man's  arm. — It  has  one  peculiar  quality, 
■which  is,  that  eaten  frelh,  it  proves  a  mortal  poi- 
fon  to  the  human  fpecies  ;  but  roafted  it  is  not  at- 
tended with  the  lead  ill  confequence;  and  though 
all  kinds  of  beafts  will  eat  and  grow  fat  upon  it, 
yet  its  juice  proves  pernicious  to  them  as  well  as  to 
man. 

The  nara  is  alfo  very  remarkable ;  it  refembles 
the  fempervivum  ;  but  its  leaves  are  not  fo  thick. 
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and  are  full  of  prickles.  In  the  middle  grows  a 
fruit  like  a  pine-apple,  which  in  tafte  refembles  a 
melon,  but  is  much  more  delicious,  and  has  a  very 
fragrant  fmell.  The  juice  is  eileemed  good  for  the 
ftone.  This  fruit  is  fo  very  plentiful,  that  the  In- 
dians fatten  their  hogs  with  it ;  and,  except  fome 
fmall  quantities  that  are  ufed  for  fweetmeats,  they 
have  no  other  way  for  the  common  fpending  of 
them,  but  carrying  them  to  fea,  where  thofe  who 
are  fea-iick  receive  great  benefit  from  them. 

The  pacoba,  alfo  called  Adam's  fig-tree,  is  very 
large ;  the  ftalks  are  foft  and  fpungy,  and  the  leaves 
very  long,  fmooth,  and  foft  like  velvet ;  thefe  are 
fo  cool  and  refrefhing,  that  people  lick  of  fevers 
have  them  applied  to  their  bodies  to  abate  the  vio- 
lent heat  of  the  dillemper,  and  give  them  eafe. 
The  fruit  grows  in  cluiters  like  figs  at  every  foot 
diftance  upon  the  main  ftalk,  and  one  clutter  fre- 
quently contains  two  hundred.  The  fruit  being 
gathered,  and  laid  to  ripen,  becomes  yellow ;  it 
then  acquires  a  pleafant  tafte,  and  is  not  only  grate- 
ful to  the  palate,  butefteemed  medicinal,  particu- 
larly in  fevers  and  fpitting  of  blood. 

The  pocaire  is  a  fhrub  ten  or  twelve  feet  high, 
and  has  a  ftem  much  thicker  than  a  man's  thigh, 
and  yet  fo  tender,  that  it  may  be  cut  afunder  with 
a  fword  at  one  ftroke.  The  leaves  refemble  thofe 
of  water-forrel ;  they  are  generally  fix  feet  long, 
and  very  broad,  but  are  extremely  thin,  and  have 
only  one  ftrong  middle  rib  to  hold  them  together  ; 
on  which  account  they  are  fo  torn  by  the  winds 
blowing  them  about,  that  they  hang  in  rags,  and 
thefe  flirubs  at  a  diftance  appear  as  if  ftuck  with 
feathers.  The  fruit,  which  has  the  name  of  Poco, 
is  as  long  as  a  man's  hands,  and  both  in  colour 
and  fliape,  are  like  a  cucumber.  In  tafte  they  re- 
femble a  fig,  though  they  are  much  more  deli- 
cate. 
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There  are  here  alfo  great  plenty  of  ananas,  or 
pine-apples,  which  when  ripe,  are  here  of  a  gold 
colour,  and  difcover  themfelves  to  thofe  that  walk 
in  the  woods,  or  the  places  where  they  grow,  by 
their  fine  fcent.  In  tafte  they  excel  our  richeil 
preferved  fruits  ;  and  the  liquor  drawn  from  them, 
is  not  inferior  to  Malmfey  wine. 

Some  authors  mention  a  tree,  which,  if  their 
accounts  be  true,  is  one  of  the  molt  extraordinary 
in  the  world  ;  it  has  very  broad  fpreading  branches, 
and  grows  wild  in  the  woods.  The  thick  branches 
of  thefe  trees  have  large  holes,  Ibmetimes  as  long 
as  a  man's  arm,  full  of  a  clear  well-taited  water, 
which  when  emptied  fill  again,  and  in  this  ftate 
continue  winter  and  fummer;  fo  that  a  whole 
troop  of  weary  travellers  may  refrefh  themfelves 
ander  one  of  thefe  trees;  repofe  in  the  cool  fliade, 
and  at  the  fame  time  quench  their  thirft.  The 
want  of  water  being  commorily  one  of  the  greateft 
mconveniencies  that  can  be  fuiFered  by  thofe  who 
ravel  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  it  feems  as 
if  Providence  had  kindly  provided  this  remedy, 
by  difpofing  it  up  and  down  in  fuch  quantities,  and 
in  a  manner  not  expofed  to  the  uncertainties  that 
attend  fprings  and  rivulets. 

The  country  produces  various  forts  of  palm- 
trees,  and  other  fruits,  and  alfo  mulberries  and 
dewberries  ;  woods  of  various  colours,  and  fome 
which  produce  very  fragiant  fcents;  in  particular 
tlie  maftic,  which,  with  the  rcll  of  the  odoriferous 
plants  and  (lirubs,  peruime  the  woods  in  the  moft 
agreeable  manner. 

The  timbo,  is  a  p'ant  that  fprings  up  like  a 
firing,  and  riles  up  to  the  top  of  the  higheft  mul- 
berry-trees, to  which  it  fomc  times  grows  clofe  like 
ivy.  They  are  exceeding  itroisg  and  tough,  and 
even  thofe  as  big  as  a  man's  leg,  may  be  wound 
and  twifted  about  without  breaking.    But  the  bark 
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is  an  infallible  poifon  to  the  fifh^  and  being  thrown 
into  the  water,  leaves  hardly  any  of  them  alive. 

The  bombafine  cotton  fhrubs,  are  found  in 
great  numbers  in  this  country:  they  grow  to  an 
IndiiFerent  height,  and  the  fruit  when  ripe,  divides 
itfelf  into  four  parts,  each  of  which  yields  the  cot- 
ton in  flocks  of  the  bignefs  of  a  little  ball  •  and  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  flocks  are  black  feeds,  clofely 
prefTed  together. 

The  mangaba-tree  is  an  evergreen,  and  bears 
fruit  twice  a  year:  its  flowers  are  like  thofe  of  the 
jelfamine,  and  fmellsas  well:  the  fruit,  which  is  as 
big  as  an  apricot,  is  yellow,  fpotted  with  black, 
and  has  feveral  kernels  within ;  thefe  are  eaten  as 
well  as  the  fruit  itfelf,  and  are  wholefome,  well- 
tafted,  and  lie  exceeding  light  on  the  ftomach. 

The  araca  is  a  fort  of  fmall  pear,  or  at  leaft  it 
more  nearly  refembles  that  than  any  other  fruit: 
it  is  of  a  red,  yellow,  or  green  colour;  for  there 
are  of  all  thefe  kinds  in  Brafil,  and  they  are  ex- 
tremely beautiful.  This  fruit  is  very  pleafant, 
and  is  admired  by  thofe  who  love  but  a  fmall  tafte 
of  the  four. 

The  tree  jabaticaba,  is  remarkable  for  its  being 
entirely  befet  with  fruit,  from  the  very  root  to  the 
topmolt  bough.  This  fruit  is  of  the  iize  of  a  large 
lemon,  it  has  a  four  tafte,  and  the  Indians  make  a 
good  wine  of  it. 

The  cabueriba  is  a  very  large  tree,  and  affords 
excellent  timber  for  ftrength  and  fervice ;  but 
what  renders  it  molt  valuable  is  the  balm  it  affords, 
which,  like  that  of  Giiead,  heals  all  green  wounds. 
This  is  obtained  by  making  an  inciiion  in  the  bark, 
through  which  the  balm  diftils  into  a  vedel  let  to 
receive  it.  Both  the  balm  and  the  tree  itfelf  have 
a  very  fragrant  fmell. 

The  cupayba  is  a  flraight  and  tall  tree,  remark- 
able for  its  yielding  when  cut,  a  great  deal  of  oil^ 
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which  ferves  both  for  lamps  and  the  curing  of 
wounds. 

This  country  alfo  produces  many  other  trees  and 
Ihrubs  different  from  thofe  of  Europe,  and  among 
the  reft,  of  the  Brafil-tree,  of  which  we  have  given 
a  defcription  in  a  former  chapter. 

As  to  the  beafts,  the  tapirouffon  fomewhat  re- 
fembles  a  cow  in  its  (hapeand  lize,  though  in  other 
refpe6ls  it  differs  very  much  from  it ;  it  has  long 
Ihaggy  hair  of  a  reddifh  colour,  no  horns,  a  very 
fhort  neck  and  tail,  long  hanging  ears,  flender 
legs,  and  a  whole  hoof:  but  though  it  has  very 
Iharp  teeth,  it  never  makes  ufe  of  them  againft 
man  or  beaft.  The  natives  fometimes  catch  them 
in  traps,  and  at  others  pierce  them  with  arrows, 
not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the  flelh,  (though  that 
is  good,  and  not  much  unlike  beef)  as  for  the  hide, 
which  when  dry,  is  in  a  manner  impenetrable. 

The  cuati  is  as  grey  as  a  badger,  to  which  it  has 
fome  refemblance.  Its  claws  and  fnout  are  very 
long,  and  by  the  help  of  the  former  it  climbs  the 
trees  like  a  monkey.  Thefe  animals  are  fo  raven- 
ous that  there  is  no  creature  which  is  not  an  over- 
match for  them,  that  efcapes  being  devoured  by 
them  ;  though  they  chiefly  live  upon  fnakes,  birds, 
and  their  eggs. 

The  biarataca  is  like  a  ferret,  but  confiderably 
larger,  and  has  a  remarkable  crofs  of  white  and 
grey  along  the  back ;  this  creature  alfo  makes 
great  havock  among  the  birds  and  their  eggs ;  but 
though  it  has  neither  Iharp  teeth  nor  long  claws, 
yet  it  is  as  able  to  preferve  itfelf  from  its  purfuer^ 
as  any  other  beaft  of  prey  ;  for  nature  has  given  it 
the  power  of  making  fuch  an  intolerable  ftink 
upon  thefe  occafions,  that  both  the  men  and  dogs 
are  almoft  poifoned  with  it^  and  obliged  to  put  an 
end  to  the  chafe. 
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The  apes  and  monkeys  are  very  numerous  in 
this  country^  and  are  of  feveral  colours.  Thefe  are 
efteemed  pretty  good  food. 

The  wild  boars  are  of  feveral  forts,  as  are  alfo 
the  leopards,  tygers,  and  ounces:  fome  of  thefe 
laft  are  black,  others  grey,  and  others  fpotted. 
No  beaft  can  be  more  furious.  The  boars  will 
purfue  a  man  to  a  tree,  and  ftay  for  him  there  ; 
but  the  ounces  will  mount  the  trees  and  get  up 
after  him.  There  is  nothing  they  meet  can  befe- 
cure  from  their  rage.  They  will  alfault  whole 
troops  of  other  animals  at  once,  and  break  into  the 
herds  of  fwine,  deftroy  the  hen-houfes,  and  leave 
walte  and  defolation  wherever  they  come.  The 
killing  one  of  them  is  reckoned  a  very  glorious  ac- 
tion among  the  Indians,  and  he  that  is  fo  happy, 
has  the  honour  of  being  efteemed  and  refpe(5ted 
ever  after  as  a  hero. 

One  of  the  moft  extraordinary  animals  found  in 
Bralil  is  the  porcupine,  called  by  the  Brafilians 
Kuandu.  It  is  about  the  iize  of  an  ape;  but  in- 
ftead  of  hair  is  covered  with  fpikes  of  three  or  four 
fingers  length,  which  this  animal,  when  exafpe- 
rated,  darts  forth,  as  the  common  porcupine  does 
its  quills,  and  that  with  fuch  violence  as  to  wound, 
and  frequently  to  kill  a  man.  Its  eyes  are  round, 
ftaring,  and  as  red  as  carbuncles ;  it  has  long 
whilkers  like  a  cat,  and  its  feet  refemble  thofe  of  an 
ape,  only  it  has  but  four  fingers,  the  place  for  the 
thumb  being  vacant.  This  creature  ufually  lleeps 
by  day,  and  goes  in  fearch  of  prey  by  night.  It 
is  extremely  fond  of  fowl,  and  climbs  up  trees, 
though  flowly,  in  order  to  devour  them.  The 
fleih  of  this  animal  has  no  difagreeable  tafte,  and 
is  eaten  roafted  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  armadilla,  or  fhield-hog,  refembles  our 
hogs  in  fize  and  Ihape,  but  is  covered  with  fcales 
like  a  Ihield,  which  on  the  back  has  feven  parti- 
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tions,  and  between  each  of  thefe  appears  a  dark 
brown  Ikin.  The  head  is  very  like  that  of  other 
hogs,  and  has  a  fharp  nofe  with  which  it  grubs  up 
the  earth :  its  eyes  are  fmall,  and  lie  deep  in  the 
head  :  it  has  a  fmall  Iharp  tongue,  and  (hort  ears 
coloured  of  a  dark  brown,  without  hair  or  fcales. 
This  animal  lives  upon  roots  and  all  kinds  of  car- 
rion, drinks  a  great  deal,  and  is  very  fat.  It  is 
fond  of  marftiy  places,  but  makes  holes  in  which  it 
fhelters  itfelf  under  ground.  Its  fleih  is  much  ad- 
mired. 

The  Brafilian  fluggard,  fo  called  from  the  ilow- 
ncfs  of  his  motion,  it  not  being  able  to  proceed  a 
ftone's  throw  in  many  days,  is  about  the  lize  of  a 
fox.  Its  head  is  round,  and  its  mouth,  which 
bears  a  conflant  foam,  is  little  and  round :  its 
teeth  are  fmall  and  blunt :  its  nofe  is  black,  high 
and  fmooth  ;  its  eyes  are  fmall,  black  and  heavy, 
and  its  body  is  covered  with  alh  coloured  hair.  It 
dwells  upon  trees,  and  lives  upon  their  leaves, 
without  ever  tailing  any  drink  ;^  and  is  fo  much 
afraid  of  rain,  that  upon  its  approach,  it  hides  it- 
felf. Though  the  limbs  of  this  animal  are  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  feem  in  a  manner  disjointed, 
yet  it  will  take  fuch  hold  as  is  not  ealily  unloofed. 

The  tamandua,  or  ant-bear,  thus  named  from 
its  food,  is  of  two  forts,  the  great  and  the  fmall. 
The  former,  which  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  middle 
fized  hog,  has  a  round  head,  a  long  fnout  and  no 
teeth.  This  animal  catches  ants  by  laying  out  its 
tongue,  which  NieuhofF  fays,  is  twenty-live  and 
fometimes  thirty  inches  long,  upon  a  dunghill,  till 
his  prey  fettle  upon  it,  which  they  have  no  fooner 
done,  than  he  draws  them  into  his  mouth,  and 
fwa Hows  them. 

The  fmall  one  is  about  the  fize  of  a  fox  ;  on  the 
four  feet  it  has  four  crooked  claws  ;  and  two  broad 
felack  lifts  run  along  its  back.     It  is  a  very  fierce 
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creature :  it  grafps  at  every  thing  with  its  paw,  and 
upon  being  uruck  with  a  ftick,  it  will  fit  upright, 
and  take  hold  of  it  with  its  mouth.  It  fleeps  all 
day,  and  at  night  goes  in  fearch  of  its  prey  :  but 
when  it  drinks  fome  of  the  water  fpouts  through 
its  noftrils. 

The  Senembi,  or  land  crocodile,  is  very  common 
in  Brafil ;  but  it  feldom  exceeds  five  feet  in  length. 
There  are  faid  to  be  certain  ftones  in  its  head, 
which  being  given  by  two  drams  at  a  time,  prove 
an  infallible  remedy  for  the  gravel.  It  can  live 
two  or  three  months  without  food  and  afford  flelh 
as  white  and  as  good  as  a  rabbit. 

Parrots  are  fome  of  the  moft  common  birds  of  the 
country,  for  they  fly  together  in  large  flocks  and 
are  killed  by  thousands ;  notwithftanding  which, 
they  are  fo  numerous  that  thofe  killed  are  not  to 
be  miflfed  :  there  are  various  forts  of  them,  and  all 
of  them  will  talk  with  very  little  teaching  except 
one  fpecies.     Their  colours  are  very  beautiful  and 
Ihining,  and  in  many  of  them  are  moft  admirably 
mixed.     The  breaft  of  fome  is  as  red  as  fcarlet, 
and  their  bodies  either  yellow,    green,  or  blue, 
but  not  without  a  little  mixture  of  all  thefe  co- 
lours.    Thefe  never  lay  above  two  eggs  at  a  time, 
and  breed  in  the  trunks  of  old  trees,  and  about 
the  rocks.     Others,  with  all  the  former  colours, 
have  alfo  a  mixture  of  black  and  grey,  and  thefe 
breed  in  the  houfes.     Another  fpecies   is  black, 
fprinkled  with  a  little  green,  the  eyes  and  beak 
are  red,  and  the  feet  yellow.    There  is  another  fort 
whofe  body  is  all  green  ;  it  has  a  yellow  cap  and 
collar,  the   head  is  adorned  with  a   fine   tuft  of 
blue  feathers,  and  the  tail  red,  yellow,  and  green. 
But  the   parrot  called  the   Tuin,    is   fometbing 
more  Angular^  if  not  for  its  colours,  yet  for  its 
fize;  for  it  is  no  bigger  than  a  fparrow,  and  yet 
is  always  talking  and  finging  after  its  manner; 
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and   will  fkip  into  the  bofom  of  the  perfon  who 
breeds  itj  and  eat  out  of  his  mouth. 

The  Guiranheugeta  is  of  the  iize  of  a  goldfinch. 
Its  back  and  wings  are  blue :  its  breaft  and  belly 
yellow,  and  it  has  a  diadem  of  the  fame  coloured 
feathers  upon  its  head.  This  is  an  admirable  bird 
for  the  cage,  for  it  has  the  notes  of  many  other 
forts  of  birds,  and  makes  fuch  a  variety  of  changes 
and  turnings  in  its  linging,  that  it  is  a  concert  of 
itfelf. 

In  Brafil  there  is  a  kind  of  bats  of  the  iize  of  a 
crow :  thefe  have  very  fharp  teeth  and  bite  vio- 
lenty.  They  build  their  nefts  in  hollow  trees  and 
old  walls. 

There  are  here  a  kind  of  wild-geefe,  much  like 
thofe  in  Europe,  only  fomewhat  larger,  and  their 
feathers  vary  more  in  colour ;  but  though  they 
are  water-fowls  they  generally  prove  both  flelliy 
and  well- tailed. 

The  Barn-bird  has  a  very  odd  appearance,  it 
having  a  bill  of  an  aftonifhing  length,  and  a  crown 
of  green  and  white  feathers  upon  its  head  ;  one 
half  of  which,  as  well  as  half  the  neck,  has  no 
feathers  at  all.  It  is  about  the  lize  of  a  ftork,  and, 
when  fkinned  and  boiled,  proves  tolerable  food. 

The  Bill-bird  is  about  the  lize  of  a  wood-pigeon, 
and  has  a  faffron  coloured  crop  about  the  neck, 
of  three  or  four  fingers  in  compafs.  Its  bill, 
which  is  altogether  as  large  as  the  whole  body,  is 
yellow  without,  and  red  within  ;  and  its  feathers, 
which  are  yellow  on  the  breaft,  and  black  on  all 
the  other  parts,  are  tipped  with  red. 

Brafil  alfo  produces  many  forts  of  wild-fowl, 
that  differ  but  very  little  from  thofe  of  Europe. 
Among  the  fmall  birds,  the  Brafilian  humming- 
bird is  the  moft  lingular;  for  though  very  fmall, 
it  makes  a  loud  noife,  and  is  of  fo  variable  a  hue, 
that  turn  it  which  way  you  pleafe,  it  changes  its 
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colour.     Some  of  the  Brafilian  women  hang  one 
of  thefe  at  each  ear,  in  the  manner  of  a  pendant. 

Among  the  various  forts  of  ferpents  found  here^ 
is  the  rattle-fnake,  alfo  common  in  the  Englifh 
fettlements ;  but  the  moil  fmgular  is  the  Guaku 
or  Liboya,  a  ferpent  of  a  monflrous  iize ;  fome  of 
them  beingj  according  to  Nieuhoff,  twenty,  and 
others  even  thirty  feet  long.  It  is  extremely  vo- 
racious, and  will  leap  out  of  the  hedges  upon 
men  or  beafts.  It  is  not,  however,  fo  venomous 
as  other  ferpents,  and  the  flefh  is  deemed  tolerable 
food. 

The  Gekko  is  indeed  of  a  moft  venomous  na- 
ture, and  its  bite  proves  mortal,  unlefs  the  part 
wounded  be  immediately  cut  off,  or  burnt  with  a 
hot  iron.  The  poifonous  quality  of  this  creature 
is  particularly  evinced,  by  the  dreadful  eifects 
which  proceed  from  an  outward  application  of  its 
urine,  which,  upon  touching  the  fkin,  caufes  a 
blacknefs  and  gangrene.  The  Curcuma  root, 
which  we  call  Turmeric,  is  deemed  by  the  Bra- 
lilians,  the  moft  powerful  remedy  for  this  poifon. 

There  are  lizards  in  Brafil  four  feet  in  length, 
which  the  negroes  eat  with  fafety. 

Scorpions  here  alfo  grow  to  a  very  large  fize, 
and  their  fting  is  venomous. 

Among  the  fpiders,  there  is  one  fort  of  a  re- 
markable large  iize,  generally  found  in  dunghills, 
or  the  cavities  of  hollow  trees,  which  weave  webs 
like  other  fpiders ;  if  provoked,  they  wound  with 
a  fting  fo  fmall,  as  to  be  fcarcely  vilible,  and  yet 
fo  venomous,  that  it  raifes  a  bluifti  fwelling,  that 
is  very  painful,  and  even  mortal,  if  not  prevented 
by  a  timely  antidote. 


THE 


Difcoveries  of  the  Englijh  in  America. 


CHAPTER     I. 

The  difcoveries  made  by  the  Englifti  during  the  reigns  of  king 
Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  containing  the  voyages  of  John  Cabot, 
who  firll  vifited  Newfoundland,  and  the  ifland  of  St.  John,, 
and  of  Sebaftian  Cabot  for  the  finding  out  a  north-weft  paf- 
fage,  who  firft  difcovered  the  continent  of  America,  and  failed 
along  the  coaft  as  far  as  Florida,  &c. 


JOHN  CABOT  a  citizen  of  Venice,  who 
had  been  long  fettled  at  Briftol,  failed  in  an  Englifh 
Ihip,  with  a  view  of  making  difcoveries,  in  1494, 
while  Chriftopher  Columbus  was  performing  his 
fecond  voyage,  and  a6tually  faw  the  coaft  of  New- 
foundland, to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Prima 
Vifta  or  Firft  Seen  ;  and  on  the  24th  of  June 
landed  in  an  ifland,  which  he  called  St  John's, 
from  his  difcovering  it  on  the  day  of  that  faint. 
This  ifland,  which  is  in  the  bay  now  called  St. 
Lawrence,  appeared  to  be  extremely  barren  ;  but 
the  fea  around  it  abounded  in  lifli,  and  the  na- 
tives, who  wore  the  fkins  of  bears  for  deaths, 
were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  pikes  and 
wooden  clubs,  darts  and  flings. 

Upon  this  difcovery,  king  Henry  VII.  granted 
a  patent  to  John  Cabot  and  his  three  fons,  Lewis, 
Sebaftian,  and  Sanchius,  dated  the  5th  of  March, 
1495,  with  authority  to  fail  with  five  fhips  upon 
difcoveries  to  the  eaft,  weft  and  north,  allowing 
them  the  full   properties  of   the  countries  they 
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fliould  difcover,  with  this  only  refervation,  that 
they  (hould  return  to  Briftol,  and  pay  him  the  fifth 
part  of  the  neat  profits  of  the  voyage,  in  confi- 
deration  of  which  they  weie  to  have  the  exclufive 
right  to  the  countries  fo  difcovered,  and  no  other 
Englilh  fubje6ls  were  to  trade  thither,  without 
their  licence.  He  had  afterwards  a  new  grant, 
by  which  he  had  leave  to  take  Ihips  out  of  any  of 
the  ports  of  England  of  the  burden  of  200  tons. 
John,  however,  dying  before  the  fquadron  fet 
fail,  his  fon,  Sebaftian,  made  a  pfopofal  to  the 
king,  to  difcover  a  north-weft  palTage  to  the  Indies, 
and  for  that  purpofe  had  a  fhip  manned  and  vic- 
tualled at  Briftol  at  the  king's  expence,  and  three 
or  four  other  Ihips  were  fitted  out  by  fome  of  the 
merchants  of  that  city. 

With  this  fquadron  Sebaftian  fet  fail  in  May 
1497,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  June  got  into  the 
latitude  of  67^.  30,  where  finding  the  fea  ftillopen, 
he  imagined  that  he  might  have  paiTed  through 
into  the  Indian  fea ;  but  his  crew  mutinying,  he 
was  obliged  to  return  into  the  latitude  of  56^.  and 
from  thence  he  fteered  along  the  continent  of 
America  till  he  came  into  38^.  on  the  coaft,  which 
he  exprefsly  fays,  was  afterwards  called  Florida, 
where  provifions  growing  fhort,  he  fteered  back, 
and  having  touched  at  Newfoundland,  returned  to 
England. 

This  Sebaftian  Cabot  was  the  firft  difcoverer  of 
the  continent  of  America,  which  Columbus  did 
not  fee  till  a  year  after,  and  the  firft  who  took  a 
view  of  Florida,  which  was  vifited  by  Juan  Ponce 
de  Leon,  in  15 12,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Flo- 
rida ;  took  poirellion  of  it  for  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  ufually  pafiTes  for  the  firft  difcoverer.  This 
voyage  gave  great  light  to  Ferdinand  Magellan, 
and  induced  him  confidently  to  affirm,  that  fuch  a 
pafTage  might  be  found  by  the  fouth,  which  he 
happily  efFeded  twenty-two  years  after. 
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Sebaflian  Cabot  after  this  entered  into  the  Spa- 
nifli  fervice,  when  he  difcovered  the  river  Plata, 
and  failed  up  it  360  miles.  This  occalioned  his 
being  made  grand  pilot  of  Spain  ;  but  after  relid- 
ing  for  fome  time  at  Seville  in  that  chara6ler,  he 
returned  to  England^  and  was  employed  by  king 
Henry  VIII.  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Thomas  Pert, 
vice-admiral  of  England.  Thefe  gentlemen  failed 
in  1 5 16,  with  two  (hips  of  250  tons,  to  the  coaft  of 
Brafil,  and  afterwards  vifited  the  Spanifh  iflands 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  St.  John  Porto  de  Rico.  In 
the  laft  of  thefe  iflands  they  traded,  and  paid  for 
what  they  had,  by  giving  in  exchange  veflels  made 
of  pewter. 

A  war  with  Scotland  put  an  end  to  any  further 
difcoveries  during  this  reign.  But  at  length  Mr. 
Hore,  a  merchant  of  London,  refolved  to  attempt 
a  fettlement  in  Newfoundland,  and  to  go  thither 
himfelf.  This  gentleman  receiving  all  the  encou- 
ragement he  could  expect  from  king  Henry  VIII. 
many  young  gentleman  of  fortune  and  diftinguilhed 
rank,  offered  to  fhare  both  the  expence  and  danger 
of  the  undertaking  ;  Mr.  Hore  therefore  fitted  out 
two  fliips,  which  fet  fail  about  the  end  of  April 
1536,  with  120  men  on  board,  including  thirty 
perfons  of  chara6ler. 

Within  the  fpace  of  two  months  they  arrived  at 
Cape  Breton,  from  whence  they  failed  round  a 
great  part  of  Newfoundland  to  Penguin  illand,  in 
the  latitude  of  50"".  40',  where  they  found  great 
plenty  of  the  fow^l  from  whence  the  illand  takes  its 
name.  They  afterwards  went  on  Ihore  upon  the 
eaft  fide  of  Newfoundland,  and  had  an  accidental 
view  of  a  boat-full  of  the  natives  of  the  illand, 
whom  they  purfued  both  by  fea  and  land,  but  were 
not  able  to  overtake  them.  They  ftaid  here  till 
their  provifions  began  to  grow  very  fhort,  and 
being  then  afraid  to  trull  themfelves  at  fea  in  fuch 
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a  condition,  delayed  going  on  board,  till  they 
were  in  fuch  diftrefs  that  they  a6tually  eat  one  ano- 
ther ;  for  fome  of  them  killed  their  companions 
privately  in  the  woods,  hid  them,  and  then  fe- 
cretly  roafted  and  eat  their  flefh,  till  this  horrid 
pradtice  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  their  com- 
mander, by  a  judicious  and  pathetic  fpeech,  brought 
them  to  refolve  rather  to  live  upon  grafs  and 
weeds,  than  to  fublift  any  longer  by  this  deteftable 
method. 

Soon  after  a  French  fhip  well  manned  and  vic- 
tualled, put  into  the  fame  harbour  ;  of  this  the 
Englilh,  prompted  by  the  irrefiftible  calls  of  hun- 
ger, refolved  to  take  advantage,  and  being  weary 
of  a  country  in  which  they  had  endured  fuch  mife- 
ries,  waited  for  a  fair  opportunity,  and  then  feizing 
the  French  Ihip,  left  their  own,  and  failed  dire6lly 
for  the  coaft  of  England.  They  had  a  profperous 
voyage,  and  arrived  at  St.  Ives  in  Cornwall,  about 
the  end  of  Odlober,  fo  much  altered,  that  their 
neareft  relations  did  not  know  them. 

Some  months  after  the  Frenchmen  came  to  Eng- 
land to  complain,  that  the  Englifli  had  run  away 
with  their  fhip,  and  that  they  fhould  have  perifhed 
with  hunger,  if  they  had  not  fupported  themfelves 
by  fifhing.  King  Henry  examined  clofely  into  the 
affair,  and  finding  that  extreme  want  was  the  fole 
caufe  of  an  a6lion  that  could  be  no  otherwife  jufti- 
fied,  he  fatisfied  the  French  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  demands,  and  pardoned  his  own  fubjedfs  a 
crime  which  neceffity  had  forced  them  to  commit. 

To  thefe  beginnings  we  owe  the  Newfoundland 
trade.  That  ifland  is  of  a  triangular  figure,  350 
miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  200  miles 
in  breadth  at  the  bafe  from  eaft  to  weft,  where 
broadeft.  On  the  north  it  is  feparated  from  the 
continent,  by  the  narrow  ftrcights  of  Belleifle;  on 
the  weft  it  ha   the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence ;  on  the 
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fouth  Cape  Breton ;  and  on  the  eaft  the  ocean. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world  better  furnifhed 
with  harbours,  and  it  is  abundantly  fupplied  with 
frefh  water.  The  climate  in  fummer  is  very  hot, 
and  in  winter  fo  cold,  that  the  fnow  lies  upon  the 
ground  at  leaft  five  months,  notwithftanding  its 
being  lituated  in  between  47  and  52  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  confequently  more  to  the  fouth  than 
England.  It  however  produces  filberts,  flraw- 
berries,  fome  kinds  of  cherries,  and  other  hardy 
fruits.  Corn  and  hay  fucceed  but  indifferently, 
yet  it  affords  great  plenty  of  venifon,  wild-fowl, 
and  fifh,  fo  that  with  dry  food  in  plenty  from  Eu- 
rope, people  may  live  there  very  comfortably  even 
in  winter,  fince  the  country  produces  fuel  of  feve- 
ral  kinds  in  abundance.  In  Ihort,  notwithftanding 
the  dreadful  diftrefTes  of  the  above  gentlemen  who 
firft  attempted  a  fettlement  in  this  ifland,  and  not- 
withftanding the  bleaknefs  and  barrennefs  of  this 
inhofpitable  country,  it  foon  became  of  theutmoft 
confequence;  for  towards  the  clofe  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth's reign,  there  was  annually  employed  upon 
its  coaft  upwards  of  200  fifhing  veflels,  on  board  of 
which  were  above  8000  feamen. 

Some  time  after  Mr.  William  Hawkins,  an  of- 
ficer in  king  Henry  Vlllth's  navy,  made  three 
profperous  voyages  to  Guinea,  and  from  thence 
acrofs  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  Brafil,  where  having 
fome  dealings  with  the  prince  or  chief  of  the  Brafi- 
lians,  he  expreffed  a  defire  of  feeing  England  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  fliewed  a  fufpicion  of  his  not  ob- 
taining leave  to  return  home.  To  remove  this 
diftruft,  capt.  Hawkins  very  readily  offered  to 
leave  Mr.  Martin  Cockram,  whom  the  Indians 
efteemed  next  to  himfelf,  as  an  hoftage,  and  this 
offer  was  readily  accepted. 

This  Brafilian  chief  he  brought  over,  and  pre- 
fented  to  king  Henry,  who  received  and  enter- 
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tained  him  very  kindly,  and  after  a  year's  ftay  in 
England,  generoully  difmiiTed  him.  But  in  his 
paflage  home,  the  Indian  chief  unhappily  died, 
which  gave  all  on  board  great  concern,  from  an 
apprehenlion  that  Mr.  Cockram  would  be  either 
punifhed  with  death,  or  detained  during  life. 
Their  fears  were  however  ill  founded ;  for  the  Bra- 
lilians  hearing  what  they  had  to  allege,  readily 
concluded  that  it  was  far  from  being  likely  they 
would  dare  to  return  to  their  country  if  they  had 
ill  ufed  their  king,  and  that  it  was  out  of  their 
power  to  preferve  his  life,  if  he  was  attacked  by 
licknefs.  They  therefore  freely  fet  Mr,  Cockram 
at  liberty,  kindly  entertained  the  men,  and  fur- 
nifhed  the  fhip  with  a  fufficient  cargo  for  England. 
This  encouraged  other  merchants  to  trade  to  thofe 
parts  of  Brafil  that  were  not  yet  in  the  pofTeflion 
of  the  Portuguefe. 


CHAPTER     II. 

Capt.  Drake's  voyage  to  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  what  happened  till  his  return  to  Plymouth. 


IN  the  following  reign,  the  people  were  un- 
fuccefsfully  employed  in  difcovering  either  a  north- 
eaft  or  a  north-weft  paffage,  in  hopes  of  grafping 
the  whole  trade  of  the  Indies,  and  by  bending  all 
their  llrength  that  way,  negle6ted  making  thofe 
difcoveries  that  might  have  been  attended  with 
fuccefs.  But  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  w  ho 
made  the  naval  power  of  this  nation  her  peculiar 
care,  difcoveries  were  carried  on  withfrefn  vigour, 
and  between  the  years  1562  aiid  1568,  captain 
John  Hawkins  made  three  voyages  to  the  Weit- 
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Indies,  and  in  all  but  the  laft,  had  very  great  fuc- 
cefs.  In  the  year  1572,  capt.  Francis  Drake  alfo 
made  his  famous  expedition  into  the  Weft-Indies. 

This  gentleman  who  had  accompanied  his  kinf- 
man  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  his  laft  expedition,  fet 
fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  24th  of  May  1572,  in 
the  Pafca  of  70  tons  burden,  with  the  Swan  of  250 
tons,  commanded  by  his  brother  John  Drake.  He 
had  on  board  73  men  and  boys,  and  had  not  only 
a  good  ftock  of  ammunition  and  a  year's  provi lions, 
but  had  three  pinnaces  ftowed  on  board,  in  pieces, 
that  might,  upon  occafion,  be  fpeedily  joined 
together.  He  made  the  Canary  iilands  on  the  2d 
of  June  and  on  the  29th  pafTed  between  Guada- 
loupe  and  Dominica,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which 
they  came  to  an  anchor,  and  finding  feveral  cot- 
tages formed  of  the  boughs  of  palm-trees,  but  no 
lign  of  inhabitants,  he  inferred  that  thefe  were  the 
occafional  refidence  of  fifhermen. 

Having  ftaid  here  three  days,  he  weighed  anchor, 
and  fleering  towards  the  main  land  of  America, 
made  Port  Pheafant,  where  he  creeled  his  pin- 
naces, and  was  foon  after  joined  by  James  Rawfe, 
in  a  bark  belonging  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  with 
30  men,  they  being  informed  that  he  deligned  to 
furprize  Nombre  de  Dios. 

They  left  this  place  in  company  on  the  2 2d 
of  July,  and  three  days  after  took  two  fmall  vef- 
fels,  from  Nombre  de  Dios,  laden  with  planks, 
by  which  they  learned,  that  fome  foldiers  were 
daily  expeded  at  that  town  from  the  governor 
of  Panama,  to  prote6l  the  inhabitants  from  the 
Symerons,  a  people  inhabiting  the  country  be- 
tween that  place  and  Panama.  Thefe  were  de- 
fcended  from  thofe,  who  flying  from  the  cruelty 
of  the  Spaniards,  about  eighty  years  before,  had 
by  degrees  formed  themfelves  into  a  nation. 
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Mr.  Drake  having  treated  thefe  people  civilly, 
fet  them  on  (hore,  judging  it  impoffible  for  them 
to  convey  any  intelligence  about  him  to  the  town, 
before  his  arrival,  it  being  at  a  confiderable  dii- 
tance  by  land;  then  taking  53  men  with  drums, 
trumpets,  and  warlike  ftores,  he  left  the  reft  of  his 
company  with  their  fhips,  under  the  care  of  capt. 
Rawfe,  in  a  fecure  and  fecret  fituation,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  pinnaces,  keeping  all  day  clofe  under 
the  fhore,  and  rowing  hard  at  night,  till  he  entered 
the  harbour.  He  there  got  between  the  town 
and  afmall  fhipjuft  arrived  from  Old  Spain,  which 
he  forced  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bay,  to  prevent 
her  giving  the  alarm,  and  then  landing  without 
refiftance,  marched  up  to  the  fort,  where  there 
was  but  one  man,  who  fled  to  alarm  the  place. 
On  the  captain's  entering  it  he  found  no  more 
than  fix  brafs  guns  and  a  few  culverins,  which  he 
difmounted. 

Mr.  Drake,  then  leaving  a  few  of  his  men  to 
keep  poflTellion  of  the  fort,  and  fome  others  to  guard 
the  pinnaces,  marched  to  an  high  ground,  where 
he  divided  the  failors  who  accompanied  him  into 
two  parties  of  fixteen  men  each.  One  under  the 
command  of  John  Oxenham,  he  ordered  to  enter 
the  eaft  end  of  the  town,  near  the  market-place, 
while  he  himfelf,  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying,  led  the  reft  up  the  principal  ftreets. 

The  inhabitants  had  drawn  themfelves  up  near 
the  governor's  houfe,  to  cover  the  gate  leading  to 
Panama,  in  order  to  fecure  a  retreat;  but  were  fo 
terrified  at  the  fight  of  the  Englilh,  that  after 
firing  two  or  three  times,  they  threw  down  their 
arms  and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  The 
alarm  bell  ftill  continued  ringing,  but  Mr.  Drake, 
having  ordered  it  to  be  filenced,  marchfcd  towards 
the  royal  treafury,  which  was  then  ininienfely 
rich  ;  ai:|id  the  door  of  the  ftore-houfe  being  in  the 
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confuiton  left  open,  faw  a  prodigious  number  of 
large  lilver  bars,  none  of  which  the  men  were 
allowed  to  meddle  with  ;  but  unhappily  at  this 
inftant,  a  violent  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightning  and 
rain,  damaged  their  arms,  and  filled  the  men  with 
apprehenfions  that  their  pinnaces  were  in  danger: 
This  threw  them  into  confulion  ;  however  Mr. 
Drake  boldly  infifted  upon  their  proceeding,  and 
would  doubtlefs  have  executed  his  defign  of  plun- 
dering the  treafury  ;  but  becoming  faint  through 
lofs  of  blood,  occafioned  by  a  wound  in  his  leg, 
which  he  had  hitherto  concealed,  he  was  with 
much  difficulty  perfuaded  to  have  it  drelFed,  and 
to  be  earned  on  board  one  of  the  pinnaces  This 
obliged  the  reft  to  retire  to  their  veiTels,  with  the 
lofs  of  one  man. 

They  now  proceeded  to  a  fmall  but  plentiful 
ifland,  about  two  leagues  from  the  town,  greatly 
mortified  at  leaving  fuch  immenfe  wealth  behind 
them.  They  there  ftaid  to  refrefh  themfelves, 
and  then  proceeded  to  their  fliip'^,  which  they 
reached  on  the  firft  of  Auguft,  when  captain 
Rawfe,  having  no  hopes  of  their  meeting  with 
fuccefs,  fmce  they  were  now  certainly  difcovered 
all  along  the  coaft,  refolved  to  leave  thcMii. 

Mr.  Drake,  having  ftaid  here  fix  days,  failed 
for  Carthagena,  when  he  foon  found,  by  the  firing 
of  the  ordnance,  and  ringing  of  the  bells,  that 
he  was  difcovered  ;  he  however  feized  an  outward 
bound  ftiip  of  240  tons  burden  that  lay  in  the 
road,  and  two  fmaller  veilels,  difpatched  thither 
from  Nombre  de  Dios,  to  give  notice  of  his  being 
on  the  coaft:  he  however  treated  thofe  on  board 
with  great  civility,  and  fet  them  on  fhore. 

He  now  refolved  to  fink  the  Swan,  and  know- 
ing that  the  fallors  would  oppofe  it,  prevailed  on 
the  carpenter  to  bore  three  holes  in  her  bottom, 
when   the  water  pouring  in,    they  removed  her 
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cargo,   and  then  fet  fire  to  her  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  enemy  s  hands. 

This  being  done  he  appointed  his  brother  to 
command  his  own  fliip,  and  went  himfelt  on  board 
one  of  the  pinnaces.  He  foon  found  a  convenient 
fertile  fpot  on  the  coaft  of  Darien,  proper  for 
erecting  tents  for  his  men,  and  preparing  fuch 
warlike  ftores  as  he  moil  wanted.  They  were 
here  perfectly  covered  from  view,  and  the  vefTel 
lay  entirely  concealed  in  a  neighbouring  creek, 
by  which  means  he  hoped  to  raife  a  belief,  that 
he  had  entirely  left  the  coall. 

Having  ftaid  here  till  the  eighth  of  September, 
he  told  his  brother  to  take  care  of  the  (hip,  and, 
taking  part  of  the  men,  proceeded  with  two  pin- 
naces for  the  Rio  Grande,  keeping  as  much  as 
polfible  out  of  fight.  He  landed  his  men  about 
two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Carthagena,  where 
treating  the  Indians  with  great  civility,  they  fup- 
plied  him  with  cattle  and  other  frefli  provifions  ; 
for  which  he  gave  them  fome  trifles  in  exchange. 
The  next  day  he  made  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
where  they  had  a  terrible  ftorm,  and  after  that 
was  over,  the  men  were  much  peftered  with  muf- 
keto's ;  but  defended  themfelves  againft  their  at- 
tacks by  rubbing  their  bodies  with  lemon-juice. 

They  found  the  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande 
twenty-three  fathoms  deep,  and  fo  broad,  that  it 
required  a  very  good  eye  to  fee  fi*om  (hore  to  Ihorc. 
They  here  faw  feveral  houfes,  and  a  Spaniard 
beckoning  to  them,  they  made  towards  the  land, 
when  he  finding  that  they  were  not  his  country- 
men, as  he  had  at  firft  imagined,  betook  himfelf 
to  flight.  They  however  landed,  and  found  fome 
cheefe,  white  rufl^,  bacon,  feveral  forts  of  fweet- 
meats,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fugar,  out 
of  which  they  fupplied  their  veflels,  with  as  mucli 
as  they  wanted. 
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Mr.  Drake  now  failed  back  to  his  brother^  and 
by  the  way  boarded  feveral  vefTels  in  hopes  of 
finding  gold,  but  they  happened  to  be  laden  only 
with  provilions  and  other  necelTaries.  Of  thefe 
he  took  a  great  quantity,  and  difpofed  of  it  in  an 
ifland  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  if  any  part  of  it 
Ihould  be  furprized  by  the  Spaniards,  there  would 
ftill  be  a  fufficient  fuppiy  left,  in  cafe  he  fhould 
Hand  in  need  of  it.  During  his  abfence,  his  bro- 
ther John  had  concluded  a  league  of  friendihip 
with  the  Symerons,  whom  he  promifed  to  aflift 
againft  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  they  had  taken 
a  large  quantity  of  gold  and  lilver,  and  thrown  it 
into  the  river ;  for  as  they  fet  no  value  on  that 
metal,  they  had  no  other  motive  for  feizing  it 
than  that  of  exafperating  their  enemies. 

As  it  was  unufual  for  the  Spaniards  to  bring 
down  their  treafures  during  the  rainy  feafon, 
which  now  approached,  captain  Drake  refolved 
to  cruize  in  thofe  feastill  the  time  of  their  fetting 
out,  during  which  he  plundered  a  great  number 
of  Ihips,  but  unhappily  his  brother  John  was  llain 
in  gallantly  boarding  a  frigate.  Upon  this  he 
moored  his  Ihip,  and  refolved  to  appear  no  more 
till  the  Spanifh  treafurer  was  fet  out  for  Nombre 
de  Dios.  However  while  he  thus  lay  by,  feveral 
of  his  men  died  of  calentures,  among  whom  was 
his  brother  Jofeph  Drake. 

The  captain  being  at  length  informed  by  the 
Symerons  that  the  treafurer  was  fet  out,  he  re- 
folved, by  their  alliftance,  to  march  over  land  to 
Panama;  thefe  people  not  only  confenting  to 
ferve  him  for  guides,  but  to  carry  a  large  quantity 
of  provilions  ;  and  when  thofe  failed,  they  agreed 
to  fuppiy  him  with  more,  by  the  help  of  their 
bows  and  arrows. 

They  fet  out  on  the  3d  of  February,  1573, 
being  forty-eight  in  company,  eighteen  of  whom 
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were  Engiifii,  who  had  nothing  to  incommode 
them  but  their  arms.  On  the  third  day  of  their 
march  they  arrived  at  a  town  belonging  to  the 
Symerons.  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  near  a 
river,  and  encompafTed  with  an  high  mud  wall. 
The  inhabitants  made  a  very  neat  appearance ; 
their  drefs  differed  but  little  from  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  they  received  thefe  fl:rangers  with 
great  civility,  and  feenied  to  be  in  want  of  nothing, 
having  all  kinds  of  provifions  in  plenty.  *  This 
town  was  thirty-iive  leagues  from  Nombre  de 
Dios,  and  fifty-five  from  Panama.  It  was  con- 
ftantly  guarded  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
natives  having  the  moft  implacable  hatred  againft 
that  nation,  they  often  furprized  and  cut  them 
off  in  the  woods. 

The  captain  left  this  place  after  ftaying  there 
only  one  night,  and  then  marching  ten  days  af- 
cended  a  very  high  hill,  where,  from  a  tree  pointed 
out  to  him  by  the  Symerons,  he  beheld  the  north 
fca,  which  he  had  left  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
fouth-i^a  on  the  other,  and  from  that  moment  re- 
folved,  if  poffible,  to  fail  thither  in  an  Englifli  Qiip. 

Panama  being  now  frequently  in  light,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  keep  his  men  as  clofe  toge- 
ther as  poffible,  and  their  fucceis  depending  on 
their  being  concealed,  they  (truck  out  of  the  com- 
mon road  and  reached  a  grove  in  the  road  to  Nom- 
bre de  Dios,  at  a  fmall  diitance  from  Panama. 
Here  capt.  Drake  fent  a  Symeron  in  difguife  to  a6t 
as  fpy,  who  foon  returned  with  intelligence  that 
the  treafurer  of  Lima  was  to  fet  out  that  very 
night  with  his  family  for  Nombre  de  Dios,  in  order 
to  embark  for  Spain,  attended  by  fourteen  mules, 
fbme  of  which  were  laden  with  gold,  others  with 
filver,  and  one  with  valuable  jewels  ;  and  that  the 
fame  night  two  caravans  would  pafs  the  fame  way, 
with  f.fty  mules  in  each,  laden  with  provifions  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  filver.     This  intelligence  was 

VOL.  n.  M 
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fooii  after  confirmed  by  a  centinel,  whom  they 
were  fo  fortunate  as  to  feize. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  capt.  Drake 
concealed  himfelf  with  half  his  men  fifty  paces 
from  the  highway,  while  Mr.  John  Oxenham,  and 
one  of  the  Symeron  chiefs,  polled  themfelves  with 
the  other  half  on  the  oppofite  fide.  In  this  man- 
ner things  were  difpofed,  when  one  of  the  men 
who  had  drank  too  much,  got  up  to  fee  what  ap- 
proached, at  the  inftant  when  the  mules  laden 
with  provifions  were  paffing  by,  though  the  cap- 
tain had  given  ftri6t  orders  that  not  the  leaft  no- 
tice fhoiild  be  taken  of  them,  and  this  man  being 
drefled  in  a  white  fhirt,  which  was  the  mark  of  dif- 
tin6lion  worn  by  the  Englilh,  was  perceived  by  a 
Spaniard,  who  fpread  the  alarm,  fo  that  the  trea- 
furer  turned  his  baggage  out  of  the  road,  and  only 
the  mules  with  provifions  came  forward,  fome  of 
which  they  feized  ;  but  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion >  got  only  about  the  quantity  of  two  horfe  loads 
of  filver. 

Having  flaid  to  refrefh  themfelves,  they  mounted 
the  mules,  and  proceeded  towards  Santa  Cruz,  but 
fet  thofe  beafts  at  liberty  on  their  approaching  the 
town.  They  were  now  met  by  a  party  of  foldiers, 
who  fummoned  them  to  furrender,  and  promifed 
to  give  them  very  kind  treatment.  The  Englifli 
laughed  at  this  propofal,  and  received  the  enemy's 
fire,  which  they  fo  efFe6tually  returned,  that  they 
put  them  to  flight,  when  brifkly  following  the  pur- 
fuit,  they  entered  the  town  with  them,  the  Syme- 
rons  fupporting  them  through  the  whole  action 
with  the  greatelf  bravery. 

Santa  Cruz  then  confifted  of  about  fifty  neat 
houfes,  with  a  governor  and  other  officers,  with 
warehoufes  for  receiving  the  Spanifli  goods  which 
were  brought  thither  from  Nombre  de  Dios  up 
the  river  Chagre,  and  from  thence  carried  by 
mules  to   Panama.     The  captain   here  made   an 
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equal  divifion  of  the  plunder  he  found  in  the  town, 
among  his  own  men  and  the  Symerons. 

There  were  at  that  time  at  Santa  Cruz  three  la- 
dies, who  came  thither  to  lie  in,  the  air  being  much 
better  than  at  Nombrede  Dios,  to  which  city  they 
belonged,  and  as  it  was  Mr.  Dralce's  conftant  prac- 
tice to  behave  upon  all  occafions  with  as  much  hu- 
manity and  decorum  as  poffibie,  he  was  no  fooncr 
informed  of  their  lituation,  than  he  gave  orders  for 
their  being  particularly  protected,  and  foon  after 
vilited  them  himfelf,  to  prevent  their  entertaining 
any  unjuft  appreheniions  of  his  condu6l 

Though  captain  Drake  was  refolved  to  ftay  fome 
time  longer  on  the  coad,  he  now  began  to  be  un- 
eafy  for  his  fhip,  from  which  he  had  been  abfent 
above  a  fortnight.  He  therefore  returned  to  it 
with  all  the  expedition  poflible,  and  to  his  great 
joy  found  every  thing  in  as  good  order  as  he  could 
deli  re. 

The  Symerons  now  propofed  making  an  attack 
on  the  houfe  of  Pezoro  an  avaricious  Spaniard 
deeply  concerned  in  the  mines,  whofe  income 
amounted  to  above  200I.  a  day,  which  he  con- 
ftantly  locked  up  in  chefts.  He  lived  near  Verague, 
a  town  to  the  weft  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  and  one  of 
the  Symerons,  who  had  been  his  (lave  and  had  fled 
from  his  tyranny,  promifed  to  guide  them  to  his 
treafures:  but  having  only  a  fmall  ftock  of  provi- 
fions  remaining,  the  captain  thought  it  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  obtain  a  freili  fupply,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  health  and  vigour  of  his  men  ;  Mr.  Oxen- 
ham  was  therefore  ordered  to  proceed  with  one  of 
the  frigates  towards  Toulon,  and  to  bring  off  all 
the  provifions  he  could  meet  with,  Mr.  Drake  re- 
folved to  ply  off  the  Cabezas  in  hopes  of  becoming 
mailer  of  fome  of  the  treafure  barks  that  pais  aud 
repafs,  betv/een  Nicaragua  and  Veragua.  Thus 
he  wifely  avoided  the  expedition  againil  Pezoro, 
wliich  would  have  been  extremely  laborious,  as  his 
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men  muft  have  marched  through  a  coniiderable 
trad  of  country, 

Capt.  Drake  during  this  cruize  feized  only  a 
fmall  vellel,  in  which  was  fome  gold,  and  a  Ge- 
noefe  pilot,  who  informed  him,  that  the  Englifh 
had  every  where  fpread  an  univerfal  terror  ;  while 
Oxenham  took  but  one  frigate,  wherein  was  about 
200  cocks  and  hens,  twenty -eight  hogs,  and  a 
coniiderable  quantity  of  maize.  But  what  was  of 
more  confequence,  he  learnt  from  the  prifoners, 
that  two  galleys  had  been  built  at  Nombre  de  Dios 
in  order  to  ferve  as  a  convoy  to  the  Chagre  fleet,  the 
treafures  of  which  now  principally  engrolled  Mr. 
Drake's  attention. 

While  things  were  in  this  iituation,  they  were 
alarmed  by  obferving  a  Hiil  bearing  down  upon 
them,  which  however  proved  to  be  only  a  French 
ihip  of  about  eighty  tons  burden,  the  crew  whereof 
were  in  great  want  of  water,  with  which  the  cap- 
tain ordered  them  to  befupplied;  and  they  being 
informed  of  his  deligns,  offered  to  join  him,  which 
after  fome  deliberation  v^as  permitted. 

The  captain  now  leaving  the  two  fhips  in  a  fafe 
harbvour,  manned  the  frigate  and  two  pinnaces, 
with  fifteen  Englifti  and  Symerons,  and  twenty 
French,  and  with  this  force  fteered  to  the  Rto 
Francifco,  where  the  water  being  (hallow,  he  left 
the  frigate,  with  orders  to  lie  clofe  till  the  return 
of  the  pinnaces.  In  thefe  he  proceeded  with  his 
forces  as  far  up  the  river  Francifco  as  was  thought 
convenient ;  and  then  landing,  marched  forward 
v/ith  great  regularity  and  lilence,  guided  by  the 
Symerons,  till  they  came  within  a  mile  of  the  high 
road,  when  they  refrelhed  themlelves,  and  took  up 
their  quarters. 

The  next  day  they  were  agreeably  furprifed  by 
the  noife  of  the  bells  hung  about  the  mules,  they 
therefore  fet  out  to  attack  them,  and  found  three 
caravans  near  toi^ether,  two  of  which  confided  of 
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feventy  mules  each,  and  one  of  fifty,  all  of  thein 
richly  laden  with  gold  and  fiiver.  They  had  a 
guard  of  forty-five  foidiers,  who  fired  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Englifh  and  French,  and  then  re- 
treated in  order  to  call  more  alfiitance.  By  the 
above  fire  the  French  captain  was  wounded  and  one 
Symeron  killed.  The  Engiilh  and  French  now- 
made  the  beft  ufe  polTibie  of  their  time,  loaded 
themfelves  with  as  many  wedges  of  gold  and  (iiver 
as  they  could  carry,  and  having  buried  the  reit  in 
the  fand,  retreated  towards  the  river,  leaving  be- 
hind them  the  French  captain,  who  had  fainted  in 
the  woods  with  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  a  French 
failor,  who  had  overloaded  himfelf  with  gold. 

The  next  day  they  reached  the  Ftio  i^rancifco, 
where  not  finding  the  pinnaces,  they  began  to  fear 
they  v>/ere  loft;  which  a|)peared  the  more  probable 
as  feven  Spanifh  pinnaces  appeared  hovering  at  a 
diftance;  but  a  fudden  guft  of  wind  attended  with 
rain,  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  ilieer  oft! 

Capt.  Drake  v/as  much  concerned  at  the  appre- 
henfions  that  if  his  pinnaces  were  taken,  the  poor 
men  would  be  pat  to  the  torture  to  make  them 
difcover  where  his  frigate  and  Hiips  were  ;  but  be- 
ing lenlible  that  though  this  fliould  really  be  the 
cafe,  it  would  be  fome  time  bei'ore  they  could 
reach  the  fliips,  he  allifted  his  men  in  making  a 
raft,  in  order  to  attempt  to  get  on  board  before 
the  enemy.  In  this  attempt  he  was  accompanied 
only  by  one  Engnfnman,  two  hardy  Frenchmen, 
and  a  Symeron,  who  generouily  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  him,  in  cafe  his  Oiips  were  deftroyed,  to 
live  among  thofeof  his  nation,  who  would  doevci'v 
thing  in  their  power  to  ferve  him. 

Thefe  having  laihed  the  raft  pretty  f'ciirely, 
fixed  a  kind  of  rudder,  and  ere6ted  a  fail  made  of  a 
bifcuit  bag^  they  committed  themielves  to  the 
mercy  of  thefea,  fitting  up  to  the  waiit,  and  fome- 
times  up  to  the  arm-pits  in  water,  and  after  a  i'a- 
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tiguing  voyage  of  about  fix  hours,  obferved  the 
pinnaces  lying  behind  a  point  where  they  had  caft 
anchor. 

Upon  this  joyful  fight  he  ran  the  raft  on  the 
neareft  iliore,  and  went  to  them  by  land,  where 
after  keej:)ing  them  for  fome  time  in  fufpenfe,  he 
informed  them  of  his  vaft  fuccefs,  and  the  lofs  of 
their  captain  and  a  failor.  He  was  now  told,  that 
the  pinnaces  were  prevented  from  fteering  up  to 
Rio  Franciico  at  the  time  appointed,  by  a  hard  gale 
of  wind.  They  however  made  a  lliiftto  reach  that 
river  at  night,  where  they  took  in  their  comrades 
with  the  tieafure,  and  then  (leered  directly  for  the 
frigate,  and  the  lliips,  which  having  come  up  with, 
the  captain  divided  the  gold  and  filver,  to  their 
mutual  fatisfadion,  equally  between  the  Englifli 
and  French. 

A  few  days  after,  capt.  Drake  fent  a  detachment 
of  twelve  Englifli  and  lixteen  Symerons,  to  bring 
away  the  reft  of  the  treafure ;  but  they  could  find 
only  thirteen  bars  of  filver  and  fome  wedges  of 
gold  ;  for  the  reft  had  been  difcovered  and  carried 
away,  even  the  ground  dug  up  for  a  mile  round. 
They  however  brought  this  oif,  together  with  one 
of  the  Frenchmen,  who,  though  he  had  been  left 
behind,  had  the  happinefs  to  efcape  from  the  Spa- 


niards. 


The  captain's  thoughts  were  now  bent  on  re- 
turning home,  having  therefore  difmiffed  the 
French  fliip,  he  fteered  to  cape  Cabezas,  taking 
feveral  Spanilh  vefTels  laden  with  provifions  by 
the  way.  At  this  laft  place  they  ftaid  feven  days, 
and  gave  the  Symerons  all  the  iron  work,  of  which 
they  were  extremely  fond,  and  whatever  elfe  they 
chofe.  Mr.  Drake  alfo  made  them  feveral  prefents 
of  linen,  and  iilksfor  their  wives  and  female  rela- 
tions ;  and  giving  to  one  of  them  a  very  handfome 
cutlafs,  v/as  in  return  prefented  with  four  wedges 
of  gold  ;  but  he  no  fooner  received  them,  than  he 
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threw  them  into  the  common  (lock,  declaring  that 
he  thought  it  would  be  unjuft  not  to  fliare  with 
thofe  who  had  allifted  in  fitting  him  out,  and  had 
bought  the  cutlafs,  the  price  for  which  it  was  fold  : 
A  noble  inftance  of  dilinterefted  integrity! 

On  their  leaving  thefe  friendly  people,  they 
made  fome  fmall  prizes,  and  arriving  at  cape  St. 
Anthony,  took  in  a  fupply  of  turtle  and  their 
eggs,  which  were  of  great  fervice  during  the  reft 
of  the  voyage.  Being  foon  after  in  want  of  waten 
there  happily  fell  fuch  a  prodigious  fhower  of  rain 
as  afforded  them  afufficient  quantity  without  their 
touching,  as  they  intended,  at  Newfoundland : 
they  therefore  ftretched  over  from  Florida  to  the 
iflands  of  Scilly,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  Ply- 
mouth harbour  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  1573,  when 
the  people  being  at  church,  and  hearing  the  news 
of  their  arrival,  inftantly  hurried  out,  and  ran  to 
the  (hore,  to  welcome  him  and  his  men  on  their 
happy  return  from  this  fuccefsful  expedition. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  obtains  a  patent  for  fettling  the  continent  cf 
North- America,  difcovered  by  John  and  Sebaftian  Cabot: 
Takes  a  formal  poiTeffion  of  Newfoimdland,  but  meets  with 
many  difafters,  and  is  loft  in  his  return. 


V^APTAIN  Drakes  great  fuccefs  encou- 
raged others  to  follow  his  example,  and  in  a  very 
Ihort  time  the  Englilh  privateers  made  various 
voyages  into  all  parts  of  America,  and  foon  pilots 
capable  of  navigating  Ihips  to  any  part  of  the 
known  world  became  fo  numerous,  that  fuch  pro- 
je6ts  were  daily  fet  on  foot,  as  in  the  former  age 
would   have  been  thought  im practicable  ;  but  in 
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this  were  carried  into  execution  at  the  ex  pence  of 
privace  perfons^  without  any  affiftance  from  the 
crown,  though  they  had  all  the  countenance  and 
encouragement  they  could  defire:  Among  thefe, 
none  was  fo  great  a  proof  of  maritime  fkill,  and  fo 
honourable  m  every  refpect  to  the  nation,  as  the 
next  expedition  of  capt.  Francis  Drake,  in  1577, 
in  which  he  failed  round  the  globe,  which  voyage 
will  be  inferted  among  the  moft  remarkable  of 
thofe  excellent  mariners  who  havealfo  encompafled 
the  earth. 

Some  years  after  this  voyage.  Sir  Humphry 
Gilbert,  a  gentleman  of  Devon  (hire,  reprefented 
to  queen  Elizabeth  the  expediency  of  fettling  all 
thofe  countries  upon  the  continent  of  America, 
which  had  been  formerly  difcovered  by  Sebaftian 
Cabot,  in  order  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  French:  Upon  which  her  majefty 
granted  him  letters  patent,  to  difcover,  plant, 
fettle,  and  even  to  fortify  and  build  caftles,  in  any 
of  the  northern  countries,  not  then  in  the  poifef- 
fion  of  any  chriftian  prince. 

Upon  this  encouragement  this  gentleman  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  his  friends  and  relations,  in  order 
to  form  a  fociety  capable  of  carrying  this  deiign 
into  execution.  In  this  he  however  met  with  ma- 
ny difficulties;  notvv'ithftanding  which  he  put  to 
fea,  but  his  voyage  proved  very  unfortunate,  and 
was  attended  with  the  lofs  of  one  of  his  beft  fnips. 
After  this  levere  blow  he  fold  his  eftate,  in  order 
to  furniih  the  necellary  expences  of  another  fqua- 
dron,  in  which  feveral  gentlemen  of  rank  and  for- 
tune agreed  to  go  with  him  in  perfon. 

This  fquadron  confiRcdol"  the  following  vedels  ; 
the  Delight  of  120  tons,  in  which  went  Sir  Hum- 
phry himfelf;  the  bark  Raleigh,  fitted  out  by  Mr. 
Waiter  Raleigh,  of  200  tons ;  the  Golden  Hind,  of 
forty  tons  ;  the  Swallow,  of  forty  tons  ;  and  the 
Squirrel,  of  ten  tons  ;  having  on  board  in  all  260 
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men  J  among  whom  were  many  Ihipwrights,  ma- 
Ibns,  carpenters,  ihiiths^  miners  and  refiners. 

It  was  refolved  by  the  proprietors,  that  the  fleet 
(hoLild  fail  to  Newfoundland,  and  having  taken  in 
provilions  there,  proceed  to  the  fouth,  and  not  to 
pafs  by  any  river  or  bay  worthy  of  notice,  without 
examining  it.  On  the  nth  of  June,  1583,  this 
fleet  fet  fail  from  Plymouth,  but  on  the  13th  the 
Raleigh,  commanded  by  capt.  Butler,  left  the 
fleet,  under  the  pretence  that  the  captain  and  his 
men  werefuddenly  taken  ill  of  a  contagious  difeafe. 
On  the  30th  of  July  they  faw  land  in  about  the  la- 
titude of  51*^,  and  from  thence  coafted  along  it  to 
the  fouth,  and  on  the  3d  of  Auguft  entered  St. 
John's  harbour  in  Newfoundland,  where  they 
found  the  Squirrel,  which  had  been  feparated  from 
them,  riding  at  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, having  been  refufed  entrance  by  the  velFels 
that  were  filhing  within  it  to  the  number  of  thirty- 
lix  fail,  of  all  nations. 

.  Sir  Humphry  now  fending  his  boat  to  inform 
the  mafters  of  the  fifhing  barks  that  he  had  a  com- 
million  from  the  queen  to  take  poiTeffion  of  thofe 
lands  for  the  crown  of  England,  they  fubmitted 
to  the  levying  a  tax  of  provilions  upon  each  (hip, 
for  fupplying  the  wants  of  his  fquadron,  and  he 
entered  the  harbour. 

The  next  day.  Sir  Humphry  and  his  company 
were  conducted  on  fhore  bv  the  mafters  of  the 
Englifli  fidiing-veiTels,  and  on  the  5th,  having 
caufed  a  tent  to  be  fet  up  in  the  view  of  the  Ihips 
in  the  harbour,  and  being  attended  by  all  under 
his  command,  he  fummoned  the  merchants  and 
mafters,  both  Englilh  and  foreigners  to  be  prefent 
at  his  taking  a  formal  and  folrmn  poiTefiion  of 
thofe  territories.  Thefe  being  alTembled  he  caufed 
his  commifiion  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  to 
be  openly  read  before  them,  and  to  be  interpreted 
to  thofe  who  were  ftrangers  to  the  Englilh  tongue, 

V0L>    II.  N 
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which  being  done,  he  declared  that  he  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  harbour  of  St.  John,  and  200  leagues 
every  way,  invefting  her  majefty  with  the  title 
and  dignity  thereof,  and  then  had  a  turf  of  foil 
delivered  to  him  in  token  of  taking  polTeffion  alfo 
for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever. 

Sir  Humphry,  after  this  formal  manner  of  taking 
pofTeffion,  had  the  country  examined,  and  fome 
pieces  of  ore  brought  to  him,  fome  of  which  were 
faid  to  be  that  of  filver,  and  of  this  he  had  the  " 
moil  politive  alTurances  from  a  Saxon  miner  in  his 
company.  Having  at  length  taken  in  a  lupply  of 
proviiions,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  proceed 
on  his  difcoveries  to  the  fouthward ;  for  fome  of 
his  men  falling  lick  and  dying,  and  others  defert- 
ing  him,  the  number  of  his  people  was  fo  lelTened, 
as  to  oblige  him  to  leave  the  Swallow  behind. 

Sir  Humphry  now  went  on  board  the  Squirrel, 
that  fmall  velFel  being  moft  proper  for  difcovering 
the  coaft,  on  account  of  her  being  able  to  run 
into  every  check,  and  on  the  20th  of  Auguft, 
failed  from  the  harbour  of  St.  John  with  three 
Ihips,  the  Delight,  the  Golden  Hind  and  the 
Squirrel.  The  next  night  they  reached  Cape 
Race,  which  is  twenty-five  leagues  diftant,  and 
from  thence  failed  about  eighty-feven  leagues 
towards  Cape  Breton. 

On  the  29th  they  had  a  violent  ftorm,  with  rain, 
and  fo  thick  a  mift  that  they  could  not  fee  a  cable's 
length  before  them  ;  and  early  the  next  morning 
they  found  themfelves  in  the  midft  of  Ihoals  and 
fands,  upon  which  a  fignal  was  given  to  the  De- 
light to  (leer  to  feaward  ;  but  it  was  too  late,  for 
llie  immediately  llruck  ;  and  her  ftern  and  hind- 
quarter  foon  beat  to  pieces  ;  however  the  Golden 
Hind  and  the  frigate  bore  away  to  the  fouth,  and 
with. much  difficulty  got  clear  of  the  fhoals. 

In  the  Delight  there  unhappily  periihed  Capt. 
Maurice  Brown  with  near  100  perfons:  The  Cap- 
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tain  might  indeed  have  probably  faved  his  life,  if  he 
would  have  left  the  fliip  immediately  on  her  ftrik- 
ing  ;  but  he  would  not  be  the  firft  in  fetting  an  ill 
example.  In  the  mean  time  fourteen  perfons  leap- 
ed into  a  fmall  pinnace  of  a  ton  and  a  half  burden, 
no  bigger  than  a  Thames  boat.  They  for  fome 
time  looked  out  for  the  Captain,  but  not  feeing 
him  took  in  Mr.  Clarke  the  mafter  of  the  Delight, 
and  one  more.  Being  now  fixteen  in  number, 
they  cut  the  rope,  and  committed  themfelves  to 
the  mercy  of  the  waves,  without  any  provifions, 
or  a  drop  of  frelh  water,  and  nothing  to  work  with 
but  one  oar.  The  boat  feeming  to  be  overloaded, 
one  Edward  Headly,  thinking  it  was  better  for 
fome  to  perilh  than  all,  propofed  that  four  of  the 
number  might  be  thrown  overboard  to  lighten 
the  boat,  and  to  call  lots  in  order  to  determine 
who  Ihould  perilh  ;  but  he  was  over-ruled  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  who,  though  it  was  propofed  that  he  fhouid 
be  excepted  from  the  number,  perfuaded  his  com- 
rades to  fubmit  their  fafety  to  providence.  The 
boat  was  driven  fix  days  and  nights  before  the 
wind;  during  which  thefe  poor  wretches  had  no 
other  fuftenance  than  their  own  urine,  and  fome 
weeds  that  fwam  on  the  furface  of  the  water.  In 
this  extremity  of  cold,  wet,  hunger  and  thirft, 
Headly,  and  one  more  perilhed  on  the  fifth  day  ; 
but  the  other  fourteen  lived  till  they  were  driven 
the  feventh  day  on  fhore  on  the  coaft  of  Newfound- 
land ;  whence  they  failed  in  a  French  Ihip  to 
France,  and  before  the  end  of  the  vear  returned  to 
England. 

Sir  Humphry,  difcouraged  by  thefe  difafters, 
and  his  men  being  in  want  of  neceflaries,  propofed 
to  return  to  England,  having,  in  his  opinion, 
made  difcoveries  fufficient  to  procure  the  a  (lift  a  nee 
necefTary  for  a  new  voyage  in  the  fpring.  His 
people  when  he  made  this  propofal  were  at  firft  a 
little   backward,   but  upon   hearing   his   reafons. 


100  DISCOVERIES  OF   THE  ENGLISH 

fubmitted  ;  and  according  to  his  advice  altered 
their  courfe.  On  the  2d  of  September  they  pafled 
in  fight  of  Cape  Race,  and  had  afterwards  fuch 
bad  weather  with  fuch  high  feas,  that  the  people 
in  the  Hind  frequently  expected  to  fee  thofe  in  the 
Squirrel  fwallowed  up,  notwith (landing  which.  Sir 
Humphry  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  leave  her.  On 
the  9th,  the  llorms  and  fwellings  of  the  fea  increaf- 
ed,  and  he  was  again  preflTed  to  leave  the  frigate ; 
but  his  anfwer  was,  We  are  as  near  to  heaven  at 
fea  as  by  land.  About  midnight,  the  Squirrel 
being  a  head  of  the  Golden  Hind,  her  lights  were 
at  once  extinguifhed,  and  it  was  fuppofed  ihe  funk 
that  very  inftant,  for  fhe  was  never  heard  of 
more. 

The  Golden  Hind  however  arrived  fyfely  at 
Falmouth  on  the  22d  of  September,  after  having 
loft  only  one  man  in  this  unfortunate  expedition. 


CHAPTER      IV. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  gets  the  patent  renewed  for  himfelf,  and  fends 
two  barks,  to  make  difcoveries  to  the  fouth.  The  Englifh  land 
in  the  ifland  Wokoken,  which  is  defcribed;  and  after  a  fuc^ 
cefsful  voyage  return  to  England.  Sir  Richard  Greenville 
forms  two  fettlements  in  Roenocke  ifland,  and  Mr.  Vv  hite  one  ; 
but  owing  to  the  want  of  fupplies  and  the  annoyance  from  the 
Indians,  are  all  obliged  to  remove. 


x\FTER  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert's  mifcar- 
riage  and  lofs,  the  brave  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  that 
unfortunate  gentleman's  half  brother  by  the  mo- 
ther's fide,  procured  his  patent  to  be  renewed  to 
himfelf,  and  making  choice  of  two  very  able  fea- 
oiiicers.  Captain  Philip  Amadas  and  Capt.  Arthur 
Barlow,  fitted  out  two  fmall  barks.  Sir  Waiter 
had  obferved,  that  ail  the  attempts  hitherto  made 
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had  failed,  by  the  adventurers  purfuing  their  dif- 
coveries  from  the  north  ;  he  chofe  therefore  to 
proceed  in  another  method,  and  confidering  all  the 
lands  on  the  continent  of  America,  from  the  laft 
fettlement  of  the  Spaniards  to  60  north,  as  lying 
within  his  grant,  he  refolved  to  fettle  thofe  iirft, 
which  lay  neare^-ft  their  feltlements. 

The  above  two  barks  lailed  from  the  weft  of 
England  on  the  27th  of  April,  1584,  and,  palling 
the  Canaries,  fell  in  with  the  coaft  of  Florida,  on 
the  2d  of  July  and  having  failed  40  leagues  along 
the  Ihore,  came  on  the  13th  to  a  river,  where  they 
caft  anchor,  landed,  and  took  poifeffion  of  the  coun- 
try in  right  of  the  queen,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the 
proprietors. 

This  place  they  afterwards  found  to  be  the 
iiland  of  Wokoken,  on  the  coaft  of  the  country 
fmce  called  Virginia,  in  34^  latitude.  In  this 
ifland  they  found  deer,  rabbits,  hares,  fowls,  vines, 
cedars,  pines,  cyprefs,  falTafras,  and  maftic-trees. 
They  went  to  the  tops  of  the  hills  that  were  neareft 
the  ftiore,  from  whence,  though  they  were  not 
high,  they  difcovered  the  fea  on  all  fides,  and 
found  it  to  be  an  iftand  of  about  20  miles  in  length 
and  fix  in  breadth. 

It  was  the  third  day  before  they  faw  any  of  the 
natives,  but  then  a  little  boat  with  three  of  them 
appeared  ;  and  one  of  them  going  on  Ihore,  the 
Englifti  rowed  up  to  him,  when  he  not  only  waited 
their  coming,  without  any  figns  of  fear,  but  readi- 
ly went  on  board,  where  they  gave  him  a  iliirt  and 
hat,  with  fome  meat  and  wine,  which  he  feemed 
to  like.  After  he  had  with  apparent  fatisfa<5lion 
narrowly  viewed  the  barks  with  all  that  were  in 
them,  he  went  in  his  own  boat  to  above  a  quarter 
of  a  mile's  diftance,  where  he  employed  himfelf  in 
fiiliing,  and  in  half  an  hour  loaded  his  boat,  as 
deep  as  it  could  fwim,  and  then  returned  to  the 
point  of  land  ;  where,  to  lliew  his  gratitude,  he  di- 
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vided  it  into  two  parts,  and  making  (igns  that  he 
deligned  it  for  the  two  barks,  departed.  After 
this,  the  natives  from  the  continent,  frequently 
repaired  to  their  fhips,  and  exchanged  feveral  forts 
of  fkins,  white  coral,  and  fome  pearls,  for  toys 
made  of  tin,  and  other  baubles  of  inconiiderable 
value. 

The  very  next  day  after  that  in  which  they  had 
feen  the  three  Indians,  feveral  boats  appeared  in 
view,  and  in  one  of  thefe  was  the  king  of  the  coun- 
try's brother,  attended  by  forty  or  fifty  men, 
whofe  features  were  tolerably  agreeable.  The 
prince  made  up  to  the  Englifh,  who  gave  him  and 
four  of  his  chiefs  prefents  of  feveral  toys,  which  he 
accepted  very  kindly  ;  but  took  all  himfelf,  and 
let  them  know,  that  none  there  had  a  right  to  any 
thing  but  him.  Two  days  after  they  let  him  fee 
their  merchandize,  of  which  nothing  feemed  to 
pleafe  him  more  than  a  pewter  difh,  for  which  he 
gave  twenty  deer-lkins  ;  and,  making  a  hole  in  the 
rim,  hung  it  over  his  neck  for  a  breaft-plate,  mak- 
ing figns  that  it  would  defend  him  again  ft  the  ene- 
my's arrows.  The  next  thing  he  bought  was  a 
copper  kettle,  for  which  he  gave  fifty  ikins. 

While  he  thought  fit  to  traffic  with  them,  none 
but  fuch  as  like  him  wore  plates  of  gold  or  copper 
on  their  heads,  were  allowed  either  to  buy  or  fell ; 
but  as  foon  as  they  had  done,  every  other  Indian 
was  allowed  the  fame  liberty.  They  offered  very 
good  exchange  for  hatchets,  axes,  and  knives,  and 
would  have  given  any  thing  for  fwords ;  but  the 
Englifh  would  not  part  with  one. 

The  king's  brother  afterwards  came  frequently 
on  board,  and  would  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry 
with  them  ;  and  once  he  brought  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren with  him,  who  afterwards  came  frequently 
with  only  their  followers.  The  Englifh  often 
trufted  him  with  goods  upon  his  word,  to  bring 
the  value  at  a  certain  time,  which  he  never  failed 
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of  doing.  He  had  a  ftrong  inclination  to  have  a 
fuit  of  armour,  and  a  fword  which  he  faw  in  one 
of  the  Ihips ;  and  would  have  left  a  large  box  of 
pearls  in  pawn  for  them,  but  they  refufed  it,  that 
he  might  not  know  they  fet  a  value  upon  them, 
till  they  could  difcover  whence  he  got  them. 

The  Englilh  learned  from  the  natives,  that  their 
country  which  appeared  extremely  fertik,  was  cal- 
led Wingandacoa,  and  their  king  named  Wingina, 
When  they  went  on  fliore  they  were  entertained 
with  extraordinary  civility,  and  once  in  particular 
by  the  king's  brother's  wife,  at  a  little  village  in 
Roenocke.  She  appeared  to  be  a  very  modeft  wo- 
man, and  wore  a  mantle  of  deer-lkin  lined  with 
fur,  with  an  apron  of  the  fame  kind.  She  had  a 
band  of  white  coral  on  her  forehead,  and  from  her 
ears  hung  long  bracelets  of  pearls,  fome  of  w^hich 
were  as  large  as  peas.  They  were  told  of  a  great 
city,  where  the  king  refided,  at  the  diftance  of  fix 
days  journey  on  the  continent,  which  however 
they  did  not  fee ;  for  they  made  no  long  ftay,  nor 
proceeded  any  farther  on  difcovery,  going  only  to 
the  neighbouring  parts  in  their  boats,  and  being 
fatisfied  with  what  they  had  feen,  returned  to  Eng. 
land  about  the  middle  of  September,  pleafed  with 
their  fuccefs  in  this  fhort  and  profperous  voyage, 
and  with  the  agreeable  hopes  of  the  future  advan- 
tages that  might  be  derived  from  it. 

On  their  return,  they  reprefented  the  country  fo 
delightful,  and  fo  richly  abounding  with  all  the 
necelTaries  of  life  ;  the  climate  and  air  fo  temperate, 
and  healthy;  the  woods  and  foil  fo  charming  and 
fertile,  and  every  thing  elfe  fo  agreeable,  that  pa- 
radife  itfelf  feemed  to  be  therein  its  utmoft  beauty. 
They  gave  particular  accounts  of  the  variety  of 
excellent  fruits  they  had  found,  fome  of  which 
they  had  never  feen  before;  and  that  there  were 
grapes  in  great  abundance  ;  ftately  oaks,  and  other 
timber;  red  cedar,  cyprefs,  pines,  and  other  ever- 
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greens,  and  fweet  woods,  for  talinefs  and  largenefs 
exceeding  all  they  had  ever  heard  defcribed;  wild- 
fowl, deer,  iilh  and  other  game,  in  fuch  plenty 
and  .variety,  that  no  epicure  could  defire  more, 
than  this  new  world  feemed  naturally  to  afford. 
To  make  it  yet  more  defirable  they  reported,  that 
the  native  Indians,  who  were  then  the  only  inha- 
bitants, were  fo  affable,  kind,  and  good-natured; 
fo  innocent  and  unacquainted  with  all  the  arts  of 
deceit,  and  fo  fond  of  the  Englifli,  that  they  ra- 
ther feemed  ready  to  take  any  imprellion,  than 
any  ways  to  oppofe  their  fettling  on  the  coaft. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  highly  pleafed  with  the  repre- 
fentation  given  of  this  difcovery,  not  only  promifed 
to  grant  all  the  affiftance  necellary  for  promoting 
and  perfe6]:ing  a  fettlement,  but  beftowed  upon 
this  delightful  country  the  name  of  Virginia"^ ;  and 
it  was  not  long  before  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  refolved 
to  fit  out  a  more  confiderable  fleet  than  had  hi- 
therto been  employed  in  fuch  undertakings.  He 
was  defnous  of  commanding  in  this  expedition, 
but  being  jealous  that  his  abfence  might  be  preju- 
dicial to  his  interefl  at  court,  he  committed  the 
condu6t  of  this  fecond  enterprize  to  his  lieutenant 
Sir  Richard  Greenville,  who,  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1585,  fet  fail  from  Plymouth,  with  feven  (hips 
fitted  out  by  a  company,  of  which  himfelfand  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  were  members. 

On  the  26th  of  June  he  anchored  at  Wokoken, 
and  in  Auguft  Ibllowing,  began  to  plant  on  the 
illand  of  Roenocke,  five  miles  diitant  from  the  con- 
tinent, where  180  men  were  landed  under  the 
command  of  Ralph   Lane,  who  was   made  their 

*  This  Viro-inia  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  State  now 
called  by  that  name,  ior  in  thofe  days  it  comprehended  not  only 
that  State,  but  the  whole  country  claimed  by  the  crown  01^  Eng- 
land, from  the  fouthern  limits  of  Georgia,  agr^^eable  to  the  pa- 
tents granted  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  and  his  brother  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh. 
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governor^  and  capt.  Philip  Amadas,  who  was 
conftituted  admiral  of  the  new  colony,  though  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  had  fo  much  as  a  bark  left 
with  him. 

Sir  Richard  did  not  remain  above  three  weeks 
longer  in  thofe  feas  ;  for  having  made  Tome  difco- 
veries  to  the  fouthward,  and  having  traded  with 
the  Indians  for  pearls,  (kins,  furs,  and  other 
commodities,  he  failed  on  the  25th  of  Auguft,  on 
his  return  to  England,  in  which  he  took  a  very 
rich  prize  ;  fo  that  this  voyage  appeared  to  the 
nation,  as  no  lefs  profperous  than  the  former, 
and  the  new  Virginia  company  began  to  entertain 
very  fanguine  hopes  of  their  undertaking. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  firft  planters  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  give  an  account  of  what  happened  to 
the  firft  colony  the  Englilh  eftabiifhed  there,  or 
in  any  part  of  America.  Sir  Richard  Greenville 
was  no  fooner  failed,  than  the  people  whom  he 
left  behind,  applied  themfelves  with  diligence  to 
what  had  been  recommended  to  them  by  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  which  was  difcovering  the  continent, 
and  vv^ith  this  view  they  travelled  eighty  miles 
fouth,  and  150  north  from  that  part  of  the  main, 
which  was  oppolite  to  their  ifland  ;  but  in  thefe 
expeditions  venturing  indifcreetiy  too  high  up 
the.  river,  and  too  far  into  the  country,  the 
Indian  governors  grew  jealous  of  them  ;  began 
firft  to  be  weary  of  their  company,  and  then  to 
cut  off  fuch  of  their  ftragglers  as  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  they  even  formed  a  plan  for  deftroying 
all  the  reft,  but  were  happily  prevented. 

Mean  while  the  company  in  England,  w^re  not 
fo  careful  as  they  ought  to  have  been  in  fending 
them  fupplies  of  provilions,  and  the  Englifli  not 
undcrftanding  the  nature  of  the  climate,  neglected 
to  gather  food  in  the  proper  feafon,  by  which 
means  they  were  reduced  to  great  ftraits.  The 
natives   never   after   kept  foith  with    them,    but 

VOL.  n.  O 
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watching  all  opportunities  to  cut  them  off,  obliged 
them  to  be  very  cautious  in  landing  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  prevented  their  having  any  fupply 
from  thence ;  they  however  endured  every  thing 
with  incredible  refolution,  and  extended  their  dif- 
coveries  near  loo  miles  along  the  coaft.  The 
Indians  they  kept  in  awe,  by  threatening  them 
with  the  return  of  their  companions  with  a  rein- 
forcement of  men  ;  but  no  fhips  coming  from 
England  all  that  winter,  nor  in  the  fpring  follow- 
ing, nor  even  in  the  fummer,  they  defpaired  of 
being  able  to  fupport  themfelves  any  longer. 
White  the  natives  feeing  them  in  a  manner  aban- 
doned by  their  countrymen,  began  to  look  upon 
them  with  contempt,  and  the  Englilh  expelled 
every  day  to  be  facrificed  to  their  cruelty. 

In  this  diftrefs,  their  chief  employment  was 
looking  out  to  fea,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  means 
of  efcape,  or  of  obtaining  a  recruit;  but  in  Auguft, 
when  they  were  almoft  fpent  with  watching  and 
hunger,  they,  to  their  great  joy,  difcovered  fir 
Francis  Drake's  fleet  returning  from  an  expedition 
againfi:  the  Spaniards,  in  North- America,  and  this 
great  man,  having  been  commanded  by  the  queen 
to  vifit  this  plantation,  and  to  fee  what  encourage- 
ment or  afl[iftance  they  wanted,  failed  up  dire<Sly 
to  the  ifland.  Their  firft  petition  was  to  grant 
them  a  fupply  of  men  and  provifions,  with  a  fmall 
fiiip  or  bark,  that  in  cafe  they  fliould  not  be  able 
to  maintain  themfelves  where  they  were,  they 
might  embark  in  it  for  England. 

Sir  Francis  having  granted  their  requefi:,  they 
fet  all  hands  to  work,  to  fit  the  fhip  he  had  given 
them,  and  to  furnifh  her  with  ftores  fufficient  for 
a  long  fl:ay  ;  but  a  fi:orm  arifing,  drove  the  vefTel 
from  her  anchor  to  fear  by  which  flie  fufFered  fo 
much,  as  rendered  her  unfit  for  their  ufe.  At  this 
they  were  fo  difcouraged,  that  though  fir  Francis 
offered  them  another  fhip,  they  were  afraid  to  fiay. 
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and  earneftly  intreated  him  to  take  them  with 
him,  which  he  did  :  and  this  put  an  end  to  the 
firft  fettlement. 

This  misfortune  was  fo  far  from  being  owing  to 
fir  Walter  Raleigh's  negligence,  that  he  had  con- 
tinually prefTed  the  company  to  reflect  on  the 
neceffity  of  fupporting  the  colony  in  time,  and  fo 
folicitous  was  he  to  carry  this  pointy  that  finding 
the  fleet,  which  was  preparing  under  the  command 
of  fir  Richard  Greenville,  went  on  but  flowly,  he 
propofed,  that  the  firft  (hip  that  was  completely 
manned  and  equipped,  (hould  be  fent  without 
ftaying  for  the  reft;  this  was  done:  but  when  the 
veflel,  which  was  well  ftocked  with  provifions, 
ammunition,  and  all  manner  of  necelTaries,  arrived 
at  the  ifland  of  Roenocke,  it  was  found  deferted, 
and  therefore,  after  a  ftiort  ftay,  the  people  returned 
home. 

In  about  a  fortnight  after,  came  fir  Richard 
Greenville  with  his  fquadron  of  three  fmall  velTels, 
and  to  his  great  difappointment,  found  not  a  man 
in  the  ifland.  He,  however,  refolved  to  make 
another  fettlement,  and  therefore  left  behind  him 
fifty  men,  with  dire6lions  to  build  a  fort  for  their 
own  defence,  and  then  furnifliing  them  with  all 
necefTaries  for  two  years,  returned  to  England, 
after  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  affurance,  that  they 
fliould  be  conftantly  and  regularly  fupplied. 

This  colony  was,  however,  more  unfortunate 
than  the  firft,  for  the  Indians  taking  advantage  of 
the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  and  the  difficulties 
they  had  to  ftruggle  with,  attacked  and  cut  them 
off,  fo  that  when  Mr.  White  came  thither,  with 
three  fhips  and  confiderable  fupplies,  on  the  2 2d  of 
June,  1587,  he  found  their  fort  demoliflied,  fome 
huts  they  had  ere6led  near  it  deftroyed,  and  not 
f;^r  from  it  the  bones  of  a  dead  man.  In  all  thele 
revolutions,  Manteo  an  Indian,  who  had  been 
formerly  carried  over  to  England,  from  whence  he 
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fafely  returned,  remained  firm  to  the  Englilh  in- 
tereit,  and  from  him  Mr.  White  learned  what  was 
become  of  this  colony. 

The  misfortunes  which  had  attended  thefe  two 
fettlements,  would  certainly  have  difcouraged  a 
man  of  lefs  conftancy  and  fortitude  than  Mr. 
White;  but  he  had  a  commillion  to  be  governor, 
and  Sir  Walter  had  llrongly  recommended  his 
keeping  poileirion  of  the  place.  -He  therefore 
erected  a  new  fort,  and  choofing  eleven  of  the  moll 
ieniible  perfons  he  had  brought  along  with  him, 
conftituted  a  regular  corporation,  to  which  he 
gave  the  title  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Affift- 
ants  of  the  city  of  Raleigh,  in  Virginia.  On  the 
ijthof  Auguft,  Manteo,  the  faithful  Indian,  was 
chriflened,  and  created  by  the  Governor,  Lord  of 
DafTumonpeak,  an  Indian  nation  fo  called,  as  a 
reward  for  his  fidelity  and  fervice  to  the  Englifh, 
and  on  the  i8th  of  the  fame  month,  was  born  tlie 
firft  child  that  was  the  ilTue  of  chriftian  parents  in 
that  place.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Annias 
Dare,  and  after  the  name  of  the  country,  was 
named  Virginia. 

Good  government  and  induftry  foon  rendered 
Mr.  W^hite  and  his  men  formidable  to  the  Indians, 
who  courted  their  friendfhip,  and  made  leagues 
with  the  corporation,  which  they  kept  or  broke, 
as  they  thought  themfelves  too  weak  or  too  ftrong 
for  the  Englifh,  who,  notwithftanding  their  feeming 
profperity,  underwent  the  utmoft  hardihips,  for 
want  of  receiving  proper  fupplies  from  Europe. 
Yet  fo  far  were  they  from  repenting  of  their  un- 
dertaking, or  deliring  to  return,  that  they  dif- 
puted  for  the  liberty  of  remaining  at  Roenocke, 
and  obliged  Mr.  White  their  governor,  to  return 
to  England,  and  folicit  the  company  to  fend  them 
recruits  of  men  and  provifions. 

Mr.  White  con  fen  ted  to  negociate  this  affair, 
and  leaving  150  men  in  the  place,  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
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land,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety;  but  it  was  two 
years  before  he  could  obtain  a  grant  of  the  necef- 
iary  fuppiies.  At  laft,  however,  he  had  three 
iliips  fitted  out  for  him,  with  provilions  and  more 
men  for  the  colony.  On  the  13th  of  Auguft  he 
arrived  at  Cape  Hattaras,  and  landing  on  the  ifiand 
Roenocke,  found  by  letters  cut  on  trees  in  large 
Roman  characters,  that  the  Englifh  were  removed. 
On  feveral  of  thefe  trees  they  found  the  letters 
C.  R.  O.  and  fearching  farther  on  one  of  the  pa- 
lifadoes  of  the  fort,  found  cut  in  large  capital  let- 
ters, the  word  Croatan,  which  is  an  iiland  about 
twenty  leagues  to  thefouth  of  Roenocke.  On  this 
advice,  they  embarked  in  order  to  fearch  for  the 
garrifon  in  that  iiland,  but  they  were  fcarce  all  on 
board  before  a  dreadful  flormarofe  which  feparated 
the  fhips,  and  lofmg  their  anchors  and  cabals,  they 
durll  not  venture  in  with  the  fhore.  Upon  which 
all  of  them  fhifting  for  themfelves,  failed  back  to 
England  and  Ireland. 

This  dreadful  blow  proved  the  ruin  of  the  third 
fettlement,  of  which  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
company  took  any  farther  care,  or  made  any  new 
attempt  for  preferving  the  pofFeffion  of  a  country, 
the  advantages  whereof  had  been  painted  in  fuch 
Itrong  colours,  to  the  crown  of  England  :  though 
a  long  time  after  they  fent  feveral  fhips  to  vifit  the 
coaftj  and  trade  w^ith  the  natives.* 


'^  See  Chap.  VIII,  and  IX. 
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CHAPTER     V. 

Capt.  Davis's  voyages  in  fearch  of  a  north-weft  palTage,  and  the 
great  difcoveries  made  by  him  in  North- America. 


VV  HILE  thefe  proceedings  were  carrying 
on  in  thefouth,  a  deiign  of  attempting  to  difcover 
a  north-weft  pafTage  was  formed  by  fome  traders  in 
the  weft  of  England,  and  the  fame  proje6t  being 
fet  on  foot  at  London,  they  both  united,  when 
capt.  John  Davis  was  appointed  to  condu61  theen- 
terprize,  and  to  have  under  his  command  the  Sun- 
iliine  of  London,  a  bark  of  fifty  tons,  with  twenty- 
three  perfons  on   board  ;  and  the  Moonfhine  of 
Dartmouth,  a  vefTel  of  thirty-five  tons,  carrying 
nineteen  perfons.     With  this  fmall  force  he  failed 
from  the  laft  mentioned  port  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1585,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month  was 
forced  into  one  of  the  Scilly  iflands,  where  being 
detained  a  fortnight,  capt.  Davis  gave  a  proof  of 
his  activity  and  induftry,  by  drawing  a  chart  of 
thofe  iflands,  which  was  at  that  time  much  wanted. 
Capt.  Davis  with  his  two  veflels,  failed  from 
thence  on  the  28th,  and  continued  his  courfe  to 
the  north-weft,  till  on  the  19th  of  July,  they  came 
into  a  whirling  tide,  which  fet  northwards,  and 
failing  about  half  a  league,  into  a  very  calm  fea, 
they  heard  a  prodigious  roaring,  as  if  it  had  been 
the  beach  of  fome  ftiore,  which  was  the  more  ter- 
rible, as  the  weather  was  fo  foggy  that  they  could 
not  fee  from  one  fhip  to  the  other,  though  they 
were  at  a  fmall  diftance.     Upon  this,  the  Moon- 
fhine was  ordered  to  found,  but  not  being  able  to 
find  ground  with  a  line  of  upwards  of  300  fathoms, 
the  captain,  the  mafter,  and  Mr.  Jane,  who  wrote 
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the  account,  went  towards  the  beach  to  fee  what 
it  was,  when  they  found  it  to  be  feveral  iflands  of 
ice  broke  lofe  and  floating  in  the  fea  ;  they  got  out 
upon  thefe,  and  when  they  returned  to  their  boat, 
carried  feveral  large  pieces  of  ice  with  them,  which 
melted  into  very  good  frefh  water. 

On  the  2oth  the  fog  difperfing,  they  difcovered 
the  land,  which  refembled  a  fugar-loaf,  and  made 
fo  uncomfortable,  or  rather  fo  horrid  an  appear- 
ance, that  capt.  Davis  called  it  the  Land  of  Defo- 
lation.  On  the  21ft  they  were  forced  to  bend  their 
courfe  to  the  fouth  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  ice, 
after  which  they  ran  along  the  fhore. 

On  the  24th  the  captain,  to  encourage  the  men, 
caufed  their  allowance  to  beincreafed;  but  the 
weather  was  far  from  being  very  cold,  for  though 
it  was  pretty  fharp  when  the  wind  blew  from  the 
fhore,  it  was  very  hot  when  it  blew  from  the  fea. 
On  the  25th  they  bore  away  north- weft,  and  con- 
tinued their  courfe  for  four  days  ;  and  on  the  29th 
difcovered  land  in  the  latitude  of  64^.  15'.  with 
the  fea  quite  free  from  ice,  and  the  weather  very 
temperate. 

Upon  viewing  the  coaft,  they  found  many  plea- 
fant  bays  and  commodious  ports :  they  however, 
judged  it  not  a  continued  land,  but  ratiier  an 
Arciiipelago,  and  therefore  refolved  to  go  on  fhore 
on  one  of  the  fmall  iflands,  in  order  to  fearch  for 
wood  and  water,  and  to  gain  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  country.  But  they  had  no  fooner  landed, 
than  they  found  evident  marks  of  the  country's 
being  inhabited,  for  there  lay  upon  the  ground  a 
fmall  fhoe,  feveral  pieces  of  leather  fewed  with 
linews,  and  a  piece  of  fur  like  beaver. 

They  went  next  upon  another  ifland,  where  get- 
ting upon  an  high  rock,  they  were  feen  by  the 
people  of  the  country,  who  inflantly  fet  up  a  moft 
hideous  howling,  which  the  Englifh  perceiving, 
hallowed  out  to  their  companions  to  let  them  know 
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what  had  happened.  Upon  this,  Capt.  Bruton  of 
the  Moonlhine  came  to  their  ailiftance  with  a  good 
number  of  his  feamen.  Scon  after  their  arrival, 
ten  canoes  full  of  the  natives  came  from  a  neigh- 
bouring iiland,  two  of  which  advanced  fo  near  the 
fliore,  that  the  Englifn  on  land  could  eafily  -talk 
with  them.  The  language  of  thefe  people  was 
much  in  the  throaty  and  their  pronunciation  harfh 
and  unpleafant.  One  of  them^  however,  feemcd 
inclined  to  come  on  (hore,  but  firft  pointed  to  the 
fun,  and  then  ftruck  his  breaft  fo  hard  that  they 
could  hear  the  blow,  upon  which  Mr.  John  Ellas, 
mafter  of  tiie  Moonfoine;.  was  appointed  to  treat 
with  him,  and  therefore  going  to  the  fea  fide, 
pointed  to  the  fun  and  ftruck  his  breaft,  as  the 
favage  had  done,  who  at  length  ventured  on  (hore, 
and  they  threw  him  caps,  ftockings,  gloves,  and 
fuch  other  things  as  they  thought  would  pleafe 
him  :  but  the  night  drawing  on  they  took  their 
leave  on  both  fides. 

The  next  morning  thirty-feven  canoes  rowing 
by  the  Ihips,  called  to  the  Englifn  to  go  on  iliore, 
but  the  latter  being  in  no  great  hafte,  one  of  the 
Indians  leaped  upon  land,  and  ran  to  the  top  of 
a  rock,  where  to  fliew  his  joy,  he  danced  and  beat 
a  drum.  The  Englifn  then  manned  their  boats, 
and  went  to  them  to  the  water  lide,  where  they 
waited  in  their  canoes ;  and  after  the  formal  cere- 
mony of  fwearing  by  the  fun,  the  natives  made  no 
fcruple  of  trufting  them,  but  on  the  contrary, 
Ihewed  all  poifible  figns  of  kindnefs,  and  even  of 
politenefs  ;  for  when  the  author  offered  to  fnake 
hands  with  one  of  them,  the  Indian  firft  took  his 
hand  and  kilfed  it.  They  readily  parted  with  any 
thing  they  were  afKed  for,  and  were  content  with 
whatever  was  given  them,  fliewing  no  figns  of 
greedinefs,  and  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  trea- 
chery. The  Engliih  bought  five  of  their  canoes, 
and  feveral  of  their  ftockings  and  gowns,  feme  of 
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which  were  made  of  feal,  and  others  of  birds  fklns, 
all  of  them  well  dreifed  and  neatly  made^  fo  that 
it  plainly  appeared,  they  had  fome  trades  among 
them.  They  had  plenty  of  furs,  and  on  their  feeing 
that  they  pleafed  the  Engiifh,  informed  them  by 
fignsj  that  they  would  go  up  into  the  country  and 
bring  them  more ;  but  the  wind  proving  fair  in 
the  night,  Capt.  Davis  fteered  ftill  farther  to  the 
north-weft  ;  and  on  the  6th  of  Auguft  entered  a 
very  fine  road  free  from  ice,  in  the  latitude  of  66^, 
46.  where  they  landed  under  a  high  mountain^ 
the  clefts  of  which  Ihone  like  gold. 

Mr.  Davis  having  here  taken  a  view  of  every 
thing  round  him,  began  to  think  of  beftowing 
names  on  the  places  he  had  difcovered  :  he  there- 
fore gave  to  the  mountain  the  name  of  Mount 
Raleigh,  the  road  where  the  lliip  lay  he  called 
Totnefs  road  ;  the  found  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, Exeter  found  ;  the  north  foreland.  Dyer's 
Cape  ;  and  the  fouth foreland,  Walfingham.  They 
here  difcovered  four  white  bears  of  a  prodigious 
fize,  two  of  which  they  killed  and  brought  on 
board,  the  fore  paw  of  one  of  them  meafuring  four- 
teen inches.  They  faw^  a  raven  upon  mount  Ra- 
leigh, and  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  found  fome 
Hi  rubs  and  flowers  like  primrofes  :  the  coaft  how- 
ever was  very  mountainous,  and  entirely  barren, 
affording  neither  wood  nor  grafs,  nor  fo  much  as 
earth  ;  for  the  mountains  were  all  ftone,  and  that 
the  iineft  our  author  had  ever  feen.  The  inland 
part  of  the  country  was  probably  fertile,  fmce  the 
bears  were  very  fat,  and  yet  it  appeared  upon 
opening  their  ftomach,  and  upon  viewing  their 
dung,  that  they  were  not  ravenous,  but  fed  upon 
grais. 

On  the  8th  they  weighed  from  mount  Raleigh, 
and  three  days  after  came  to  the  moft  foutherly 
point  of  the  land,  which  they  called  the  Cape  of 
God's   Mercy,  and  here  they  were  furprifed  with 
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a  very  thick  fog,  upon  the  breaking  up  of  which 
they  found  themfelves  in  a  ftreight,  that  was  in 
fome  places  iixty  miles  broad,  and  in  others 
ninety;  the  weather  was  very  fine  and  temperate, 
and  the  water  of  the  fame  colour  with  that  of  the 
ocean,  which  filled  them  with  hopes  of  finding  a 
paflage.  They  failed  Iixty  leagues  through  this 
Itreight,  and  then  difcovered  feveral  iflands  in  the 
midlt  of  it,  by  which  they  failed,  one  bark  taking 
the  north  and  the  other  the  fouth  lide,  but  the 
wind  changing,  and  the  weather  growing  foggy 
and  foul,  they  were  forced  to  lie  by  for  five  days  in 
thepafTage,  fince  called  Davis's  Streights. 

On  the  14th  they  went  on  fliore,  and  faw  evident 
marks  of  the  country's  being  inhabited,  for  they 
found  part  of  a  flone  wall,  and  an  human  fkull. 
The  next  day  they  heard  a  great  howling  on  the 
fhore,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  made  by  the 
wolves,  and  therefore  landed  in  order  to  kill  them  ; 
but  inftead  of  wolves  they  found  only  dogs,  that 
came  running  to  the  boats,  wagging  their  tails, 
and  (liewing  other  figns  of  joy,  as  it  is  ufual  with 
thofe  animals  at  the  fight  of  men  :  there  were 
twenty  of  them  in  all,  and  being  of  the  fize  of 
mafliffs,  with  fhort  ears  and  long  bufhy  tails,  the 
feamen  were  afraid  of  them,  and  firing  killed  two, 
one  of  which  had  a  leather  collar  :  they  alfo  found 
two  fledges,  one  made  of  feveral  boards,  and  the 
other  of  whale- bone.  They  like  wife  faw  larks, 
ravens  and  partridges. 

On  the  17th  they  went  on  fhore  again,  and  in 
a  place  refembling  an  oven,  vvhich  was  built  with 
flones,  they  found  a  fmall  canoe,  an  image,  a  bird 
made  of  bone,  beads  for  necklaces  and  other  trifles. 
The  coaft  made  no  very  promifing  appearance,  as 
having  neither  wood  nor  grafs,  but  the  rocks  were 
of  a  fine  bright  ftone  like  marble,  beautified  with 
veins  of  different  colours. 
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Captain  Davis  was  extremely  pleafed  with  the 
appearance  of  this  ftreight,  which  they  took  to  be 
the  ver}'  channel  into  the  South  Seas,  in  fearch 
whereof- -they  came.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to 
continue  the  profecution  of  their  difcoveries  ;  but 
the  wind  changing,  they  were  obliged  to  remain 
at  anchor ;  and  the  weather  growmg  very  foul, 
they  on  the  24th  hoifted  fail  for  England.  On  the 
loth  of  September,  they  fell  in  with  the  land  of 
Defolation ;  on  the  27th  they  had  light  of  the 
Englifh  coaft,  and  in  a  ftorm  at  night,  were  parted 
from  the  Moonlhine.  However,  on  the  30th  Cap- 
tain Davis  returned  to  Dartmouth,  where  he 
found  the  Moonfhine,  which  had  arrived  in  that 
harbour  two  hours  before. 

Mr.  Davis's  owners  were  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
his  condu61:  in  this  voyage,  that  they  procured  him 
an  audience  of  Secretary  Wallingham,  who  not 
only  greatly  approved  of  the  enterprize,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  condu6fed,  but  recom- 
mended his  completing  the  difcovery  ;  to  this  he 
was  alfo  prefTed  by  thole  concerned  in  the  above 
undertaking,  and  by  fome  merchants  of  Exeter, 
who  delired  to  join  in  the  expences  necellary  for 
a  fecond  expedition  :  and  he  having  willingly  con- 
fented,  the  following  fquadron  was  fitted  out :  the 
Mermaid  of  120  tons;  the  Sunfiiine  of  60  tons; 
the  Moonlhine  of  55  tons  ;  and  the  North  Star,  a 
pinnace  of  13  tons. 

Captain  Davis  fet  fail  with  the  above  fquadron 
from  Dartmouth,  on  the  Jih  of  May,  1586,  and 
having  coafted  the  fouth  fide  of  Ireland,  Iteered  to 
the  north-weft,  till  he  came  into  the  latitude  of 
60°.  when  he  divided  the  fquadron,  and  ordered 
the  Sunihine  and  the  North  Ntar,  to  fee k  a  paifage 
northward,  between  Greenland  and  Ireland  to  the 
latitude  of  80^.  if  not  hindered  by  land.  He  left 
them  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  on  the  15th  difco- 
vered  land  in  60".  latitude,  and  in  47"^.  weft  Ion- 
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gitude  from  the  meridian  of  London.  The  ice 
lying  fome  places  ten^  in  others  twenty^,  and  in 
fome  fifty  leagues  off  the  fliore,  which  obliged  him 
to  bear  into  the  57".  in  order  to  get  a  free  fea. 

On  the  29th,  after  many  llorms,  he  again  difco- 
vered  land  in  latitude  64^.  and  in  longitude  58^. 
30.  when  bearing  in  with  it,  he  fet  up  a  pinnace^ 
he  had  provided  in  the  Mermaid^  to  ferve  as  a 
fcout  in  the  difcovery.  The  fhips  being  within  the 
founds  he  fent  his  boats  to  iearch  for  Ihoal  water, 
where  he  might  come  to  an  anchor^  which  in  this 
place  is  very  hard  to  find.  The  people  of  the 
country  feeing  the  Englifii,  came  in  their  canoes^ 
with  fhouts  and  cries  ;  when  obferving  in  the  boat 
fome  of  thofe  who  were  there  laft  year,  they  rov/ed 
up  to  them,  and  taking  hold  of  the  oars,  and 
hanging  about  the  boat,  expreiled  great  joy, 
making  figns  that  they  knew  them  again.  Cap- 
tain Davis  then  went  on  fliore  with  others  of  the 
company,  taking  twenty  knives  with  him,  and 
they  had  no  fooner  landed  than  the  friendly  na- 
tives leaping  out  of  their,  canoes,  ran  to  them, 
and  embraced  them  with  many  iigns  of  a  hearty 
welcome.  There  were  eighteen  of  them,  and  Mr. 
Davis  giving  each  of  them  a  knife,  they  oiFered 
him  fl<ins  in  return  ;  but  making  figns  that  they 
were  not  fold,  but  freely  given,  hedifmiiled  them 
for  that  time. 

The  next  day  the  pinnace  v/as  landed  upon  an 
ifland  in  order  to  be  fmilhed  ;  and  while  it  was 
fetting  up,  the  people  came  continually  to  them, 
there  being  fometimes  ico  canoes  at  a  time,  bring- 
ing feai-fldn,  ftag-lliins,  white  hares^  falmon-peal, 
fmall  cod,  dry  copelin,  with  other  fifli,  and  fome 
birds.  Capt.  Davis  then  fent  one  of  the  boats  to 
fearch  one  part  of  the  land,  while  he  went  to  an- 
other, but  firfc  gave  ftri6i  orders  that  no  injury 
Ihould  be  oiiered  to  any  of  the  natives,  nor  any 
,^un  fired. 
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The  men  whom  the  Captain  difpatched  in  the 
boat,  palled  ten  miles  v/ithin  the  Ihovvy  moun- 
tains, and  came  to  a  plain  champaign  country 
covered  with  earth  and  grafs,  and  went  about  ten 
leagues  up  a  river,  which  in  the  narroweft  place 
was  two  leagues  over,  but  knew  not  how  far  it 
extended. 

Mean  while  the  Captain  took  what  he  fuppoied, 
another  river,  which  though  at  it  iirft  afforded  a 
large  inlet,  yet  proved  only  a  deep  bay,  the  end 
of  which  he  reached  in  four  hours,  when  leaving 
the  boat  well  manned,  he  went  with  the  reft  of 
the  company  three  or  four  miles  into  the  country, 
but  found  nothing,  nor  law  any  thing  but  fnipes, 
ravens,  and  fmall  birds,  fuch  as  larks  and  linnets. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  Capt.  Davis  manned  his 
boat,  and  attended  by  50  canoes,  entered  another 
found,  to  which  the  people  invited  him  by  ligns, 
and  he  confented,  in  hopes  of  finding  their  place 
of  refidence.  At  laft  they  made  figns  that  he 
Ihould  go  into  a  warm  place  to  lleep,  upon  this  he 
went  on  fhore. 

Thefe  people  are  of  good  ftature,  and  are  well 
proportioned.  They  have  broad  faces,  fmall  eyes, 
wide  mouths,  and  large  lips  ;  but  their  hands  and 
feet  are  fmall  and  (lender.  They  are  very  fubject 
to  bleed  at  the  nofe,  and  therefore  ilop  their  nofes 
with  deers  hair.  One  of  them  kindled  a  fire  after 
the  following  manner ;  he  took  a  piece  of  board 
in  which  was  a  hole  half  through,  and  having fniear-^ 
ed  the  end  of  a  round  flick,  like  a  bed-flaiF,  with 
train-oil,  put  it  into  the  hole,  and  then  turning 
it  round  with  a  piece  of  leather,  fomething  in  the 
manner  of  our  turners,  by  the  violence  of  the  mo- 
tion, foon  produced  fire,  upon  which  he  laid  an 
heap  of  turfs,  and  then  with  many  words  and 
ftrange  geftures,  put  feveral  things  into  the  flames, 
which  the  Engliili  fuppofed  to  be  intended  as  a 
facrifice.     They  then  defired  the  Captain  to  go 
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into  the  fmoke,  which  he  defiring  them  to  do^  and 
they  refufmg,  he  thruft  one  of  them  into  it,  and 
then  commanded  his  men  to  tread  out  the  fire,  and 
fpurn  it  into  the  fea,  to  Ihew  their  contempt  for 
this  forcery. 

They  eat  their  meat  raw  ;  and  live  moftly  upon 
fifh,  which  they  catch  with  nets  made  of  whale 
fins.  They  probably  make  war  on  their  neigh- 
bours on  the  continent :  for  many  of  them  were 
much  wounded,  and  let  the  Englifh  know  by 
their  ligns,  that  they  received  them  upon  the 
main  land. 

But  though  thefe  people  behaved  with  great 
fimplicity,  they  appeared  extremely  addi6ted  to 
theiving,  particularly  of  iron,  for  which  they  had 
a  very  great  efteem,  for  they  cut  away  the  Moon- 
Ihine's  boat  from  her  ftern,  and  alfo  the  cables 
and  cloth  which  lay  to  air,  ftole  the  oars,  a  caliver, 
a  fpear^  a  fword,  and  feveral  other  things,  which 
fo  exafperated  the.  failors,  that  they  defired  the 
captain  to  dilTolve  this  new  friend fliip,  upon  which 
he  ordered  a  caliver  to  be  fliot  among  them,  and 
immediately  after  a  falcon,  when  they  were  fo 
frightened  with  the  noife,  that  they  inftantiy  fled. 
However,  about  ten  hours  after,  they  returned, 
making  figns  of  peace,  and  this  being  granted, 
they  brought  fealfkins  and  falmon-peal;  but  on 
their  feeing  iron  could  not  forbear  ftealing  again  ; 
which  the  captain  perceiving,  commanded  that 
they  fliould  not  be  treated  with  feverity,  and  that 
his  own  people  fliould  be  more  careful  in  keeping 
what  was  under  their  charge. 

On  the  17th  of  July  the  captain  went  on  Ihore 
in  his  new  pinnace,  and  with  moft  part  of  the 
company  walked  to  the  top  of  a  high  mountain, 
with  the  hopes  of  taking  a  view  from  thence  of 
the  country;  but  the  number  and  heights  of  the 
mountains  bounded  their  profpedl  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  they  could  fee  but  a  fmall  diftance  ;  they 
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therefore  returned  to  their  pinnace,  where  they 
obferved  a  water-fpout,  which  at  that  time  was 
confidered  as  a  very  ftrange  and  aftonifhing  fight. 
On  the  19th  they  returned  to  their  fliips,  where 
the  Tailors  complained  heavily  of  the  people,  who 
had  not  only  ftolen  an  anchor,  and  cut  one  of  the 
cables,  but  had  thrown  ftones  at  them.  How- 
ever, the  next  day  the  captain  went  on  Ihore,  and 
treated  the  natives  with  much  civility,  which  re- 
moving their  apprehenfions,  they  at  his  return  fol- 
lowed him  in  their  canoes.  He  then  gave  them 
fome  bracelets,  and  feven  or  eight  of  them  going 
on  board,  were  ufed  kindly,  and  afterwards  dif- 
fered to  depart ;  and  yet  the  fun  had  no  foonerfet, 
than  taking  their  flings,  they  threw  ftones  into  the 
Sunfliine,  and  knocked  down  the  boatfwain.  Upon 
this  the  Englilh  purfued  them  in  their  boats,  and 
even  fired  upon  them  ;  but  they  rowed  fo  fwiftly, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  overtake  them.  How- 
ever, a  few  days  after  five  of  them  came  to  make  a 
new  truce,  among  whom  was  the  ringleader  of 
thefe  difturbances,  who  came  crying  Iliaout,  and 
ftriking  his  breaft,  offered  a  pair  of  gloves  to  fell, 
upon  which  a  knife  was  offered  for  them,  when 
two  of  them  coming  up,  the  Englifh  difmilTed  one 
of  them,  and  kept  the  other  prifoner.  They  then 
pointed  to  him  and  his  fellows  for  their  anchor, 
which  having  got,  they  made  figns  to  him  that  he 
fliould  be  fet  at  liberty,  but  about  an  hour  after 
the  wind  coming  fair,  they  fet  fail,  and  took  him 
away  with  them.  One  of  liis  companions  followed 
the  fhip  in  his  canoe,  talked  with  him,  and  feemed 
to  lament  his  condition  ;  but  the  Englilh  ufing 
him  well,  and  faying  Iliaout,  that  is.  We  mean  no 
harm,  he  in  a  fhort  time  became  a  pleafant  com- 
panion. Capt.  Davis  then  gave  him  a  new  fuit  of 
frize  of  the  Englifh  falli ion,  with  which  he  feemed 
highly  pleafed.  He  foon  trimmed  up  his  darts, 
and  ail  his  fifliing  tools,  was  very  ready  at  making 
oakum,  and  willingly  fet  his  hand  to  the  rope. 
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On  the  I7tli,  being  in  the  latitude  of  61^^  8,  they 
imagined  they  faw  a  very  high  land,  which  had  fe- 
veral  bays  and  capes,  and  therefore  fent  out  their 
pinnace  to  difcover  it ;  but  on  her  return,  they 
were  afTured  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  prodigious 
mafs  of  ice.  This  they  coafted  till  the  30th,  when 
the  air  grew  fo  foggy,  and  the  fca  fo  peftered  with 
ice,  that  all  hopes  of  proceeding  were  baniflied. 

In  this  extremity  the  men  beginning  to  grow 
fick  and  feeble,  and  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
earneftly  entreated  the  captain  to  preferve  his  own 
and  their  lives,  by  returning  to  England :  but 
though  he  commiferated  their  condition,  he  re- 
folved  to  profecute  the  difcovery  ;  yet  he  altered  his 
courfe,  and  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  difcovered  land, 
without  either  fnow  or  ice,  in  the  latitude  of  66^. 
33,  and  in  76.  longitude  from  London. 

On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  they  anchored  in  a  very 
good  road,  where  they  graved  and  re-vi6lualled 
the  Moonfhine.  They  here  found  it  very  hot,  and 
were  much  troubled  with  mufketoes.  The  people 
of  the  country  having  caught  a  feal,  tied  bladders 
to  him,  and  fent  him  to  theEnglifh  with  the  flood, 
fo  that  he  came  right  up  with  the  fhip,  and  this 
the  captain  took  as  a  friendly  prefent.  On  the  5th 
Capt.  Davis  walked  up  to  the  top  of  ,a  hill,  and  ob- 
ferving  three  canoes  under  a  rock,  went  to  them, 
and  found  in  them  fl^ins,  darts,  ^c.  but  without 
taking  any  thing,  he  left  in  every  boat  a  lilk  pointy 
a  leaden  bullet,  and  a  pin. 

The  next  day  the  natives  came  to  them  without 
fear,  and  bartered  with  them  for  fkins.  Mean 
while  the  Indian  kept  clofe,  and  by  ligns  let  them 
know,  that  he  was  ^^v^  defirous  of  having  another 
companion. 

On  the  nth  Capt.  Davis  departed,  leaving  the 
Mermaid  at  anchor,  whofe  crew  finding  many  oc- 
cafions  of  difcontent,  were  unwilling  to  proceed. 
Two  days  after,  failing  weft  fifty  leagues,  they 
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difcovered  land  in  66^.  19.  and  the  next  day  flood 
to  the  fouth.  On  the  i8th,  they  difcovered  a 
promontory  to  the  north-weft,  and  having  no  land 
on  the  fouth  were  in  great  hopes  of  a  pafTage. 
They  then  coaftedan  ifland  towards  the  fouth  from 
67  to  57^.  and  on  the  28th  diftrufting  the  weather, 
failed  ten  leagues  into  a  fine  harbour,  two  leagues 
broad,  with  woods  on  both  fides.  Here  they  con- 
tinued till  the  I  ft  of  September,  in  which  time 
they  had  two  very  great  ftorms.  The  captain  and 
fome  perfons  with  him  went  fix  miles  into  the 
country,  and  found  the  woods  confifted  of  firs, 
pines,  elders,  yews,  and  birch -trees.  In  this  ex- 
curfion  they  faw  a  black  bear,  and  plenty  of  birds, 
as  pheafantsand  partridges,  wild-geefe,  blackbirds, 
jays,  thruflies^  and  other  fmall  birds. 

They  now  coafted  the  fhore  with  fair  weather, 
and  on  the  fouth  anchored  in  a  good  road  among 
many  iflands.  Eight  leagues  to  the  north  of  this 
place,  they  had  hopes  of  a  pafTage  from  obferving 
a  prodigious  fea,  rolling  between  the  two  lands 
from  the  weft,  and  they  had  a  great  defire  to  enter 
this  fea  ;  but  the  wind  was  dire6lly  againft  them. 

On  the  6th  they  fent  five  young  men  on  fliore 
to  another  ifland  to  fetch  fome  filh,  which  they  had 
left  there  covered  all  night.  But  the  natives  who 
had  concealed  themfelves  in  the  woods,  fuddenly 
afTaulted  the  men,  which  being  perceived  from  the 
fliip,  thofe  on  board  let  flip  their  cable,  bore  in  to 
the  fhore,  and  twice  difcharged  a  double  mufket 
upon  them,  at  the  noife  whereof  they  fled,  after 
their  having  killed  two  of  the  men  with  their  ar- 
rows, and  wounded  two  more  ;  the  other  narrowly 
efcaped  by  fwimming  with  an  arrow  fhot  through 
his  arm. 

Having  that  night  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm,  that 
lafted  till  the  loth,  they  unrigged  their  fliip,  and 
intended  to  cut  down  their  mafts  ;  and  as  the  cable 
of  their  flieet  anchor  broke,  they  expe6led  to  have 
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been  driven  on  fliore,  and  murdered  by  the  na- 
tives ;  but  having  afterwards  a  fair  fea,  they  reco- 
vered their  anchor,  and  new  moored  their  Ihip, 
when  they  were  fully  fenfible  of  their  great  deli- 
verance, two  ftrands  of  their  cable  being  broken. 

On  the  nth,  the  wind  coming  fair  at  weft-north- 
weft,  they  fteered  dire6lly  for  England,  where 
they  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  06lober.  The 
Sunftiine  had  returned  a  few  days  before  them. 
She  had  been  at  Iceland,  and  from  thence  to  Green- 
land, afterwards  to  Eftoitland,  and  thence  to  the 
Land  of  Defolation,  where  ftie  traded  with  the 
people,  and  ftaid  in  the  country  twenty  days.  But 
they  had  loft  the  pinnace  called  the  North  Star,  in 
a  ftorm,  and  never  heard  of  her  more. 

Capt.  Davis  was  afterwards  fent  on  another 
voyage  to  make  difcoveries,  with  three  fliips,  two 
of  which  were  to  be  employed  in  fiftiing,  while  the 
other  endeavoured  to  find  out  a  paffage  to  the 
South  Seas,  and  in  this  voyage  he  reached  the  la- 
titude of  73°.  north,  where  he  found  the  fea  all 
open,  and  the  ftreight  forty  leagues  broad,  whence 
he  concluded,  that  the  palTage  was  moft  certain, 
and  the  execution  eafy,  in  which  he  was  miftaken. 

We  Ihall  now  mention  an  attempt  made  for  fix- 
ing a  fettlement  farther  to  the  fouth  than  any  we 
have  yet  obtained. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fails  with  a  fmall  fquadron  in  order  to  difcover 
Guiana:  Arrives  at  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  where  he  burns  the 
town  of  St.  Jofeph,  and  fets  five  Indian  kings  at  liberty.  Pro- 
ceeding towards  Guiana,  he  enters  the  mouth  of  the  river  with 
a  detachment  of  loo  men  in  boats :  rejoins  his  (hips,  and  after 
burning  feveral  Spaniih  towns,  returns  to  England.  A  concife 
account  of  his  fending  feveral  other  fhips  to  Guiana. 


U)IR  Walter  Raleigh  had  feen  with  regret 
the  plantation  of  Virginia  abandoned,  and  well 
knew  that  the  want  of  immediate  profit  was  the 
caiife,  he  refolved  therefore  to  ftrike  out  the  means 
of  fettling  a  new  colony  in  another  part  of  America, 
that  fhould  be  free  from  this  inconvenience,  and 
transfer  the  richeft  produ6f  s  of  that  country  to  the 
Englifh,  if  they  had  but  courage  and  condudl 
enough  to  fetch  them.  In  order  to  this,  he  en- 
quired with  the  greateft  diligence  into  the  ftate  of 
Guiana.  He  fought  from  books  and  papers  all  the 
affiftance  that  could  be  had  of  that  k  ind  ;  and  drew 
from  perfonal  informations,  which  were  more  in 
his  power,  than  perhaps  they  ever  were  in  any 
other  man's,  all  the  notices  they  w^ere  capable  of 
giving.  But  he  drew  the  greateft  lights  from  his 
own  profound  knowledge  and  extenfive  experi- 
ence. 

In  order  to  proceed  cautioufly  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  importance,  he  fent  before  him  one  Capt. 
Whiddon,  to  take  a  view  of  the  coaft,  that  he 
might  be  perfe6fly  informed  of  the  ftate  things 
were  then  in,  and  become  more  able  to  take  the 
proper  meafures  for  overcoming  thofe  difficulties, 
which  a  man  of  lefs  fagacity  would  have  deemed 
infuperable.     This  gentleman  performed  his  bu- 
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finefs  efFedlually^  though  he  met  with  fome  ob- 
ftru6tions  from  the  force^  and  much  greater  incon- 
veniencies  from  the  frauds  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  at  that  time  endeavouring  to  fecure  to  them- 
felves  this  valuable  country,  particularly  Don  An- 
tonio de  Berreo,  with  whom  Capt.  Whiddon  had 
fome  dealings^  got  eight  of  his  men  into  his  hands, 
whom  he  ufed  with  great  barbarity. 

When  Sir  Walter's  project  was  ripe  for  execu- 
tion, he  was  affifted  by  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard, 
and  Sir  Robert  Cecil ;  and  five  (hips  were  fitted 
out  for  this  expedition.  Sir  Walter,  however,  left 
Plymouth  on  the  6th  of  February,  1595,  with 
only  one  bark  befides  the  velTel  in  which  he  him- 
felf  failed,  and  on  the  2 2d  of  March  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Trinidad,  where  he  fpent  a  confiderable 
time  in  viewing  that  ifland,  in  examining  all  its 
ports  and  havens,  and  even  every  little  creek, 
with  the  greateft  care  and  exa6lnefs. 

Here  was  a  Spanifli  fettlement,  and  a  new  city 
called  St.  Jofeph,  governed  by  the  above  Don  An- 
tonio de  Berreo,  a  man  of  courage  and  refolution, 
but  very  unfit  to  profecute  difcoveries.  On  this 
governor  Sir  Walter  refolved  to  be  revenged,  for 
his  treatment  of  Capt.  Whiddon's  people,  by  mak- 
ing himfelf  mafter  of  the  place,  which  he  knew 
would  gain  him  the  friendlhip,  and  fecure  the  obe- 
dience of  the  Indians,  who  were  moft  cruelly  op- 
preiTed  by  the  Spaniards. 

He  accordingly  fent  Capt.  Calfield  to  attack  the 
main  guard  with  fixty  men,  and  following  with 
forty  more,  reduced  the  town  of  St.  Jofeph  with- 
out much  trouble.  He  then  fet  the  inhabitants  at 
liberty,  and  in  particular  many  Indian  captives, 
among  whom  were  five  caciques,  who  were  linked 
together  in  one  chain,  and  confined  in  a  place 
where  they  werealmofi:  ftarved  with  hunger.  Thefe 
unhappy  princes  had  fufFered  the  fevereft  torments, 
for  they  had  been  bailed  with  the  fcalding  fat  of  ba- 
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con,  and  endured  a  variety  of  other  cruelties.  He 
kept  the  governor  and  his  Spaniards  prifoners,  and 
afterwards,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Indians,  burnt 
the  place :  but  in  other  refpe6ls  behaved  towards 
his  prifoners,  and  particularly  towards  the  go- 
vernor, with  fuch  civility,  that  he  drew  from  him 
a  faithful  account  of  all  his  adventures  in  attempt- 
ing the  conqueft  of  Guiana. 

The  fame  day  arrived  to  Sir  Walter's  affiftance, 
Capt.  GifFard,  in  the  Lion's-Whelp,  and  Capt. 
Keymis,  in  a  galego,  with  feveral  gentlemen  and 
foldiers,  and  fome  ufeful  fupplics.  But  before  Sir 
Walter  would  proceed  on  his  difcoveries,  he  fum- 
nioned  an  allembly  of  the  Indian  chiefs  of  the 
ifland,  who  were  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
told  them  by  an  Indian  interpreter,  whom  he  had 
brought  out  of  England,  that  he  was  the  fervant 
of  a  virgin  queen,  who  was  the  moft  powerful 
cacique  in  the  north,  and  had  more  caciques  under 
her  command  than  there  were  trees  in  that  ifland. 
That  fhe  was  an  enemy  to  the  Caftilians,  on  ac- 
count of  their  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  and  having 
freed  all  the  coafts  of  the  northern  world  from 
their  fervitude,  had  fent  him  to  free  them  alfo : 
and  to  defend  the  country  of  Guiana  from  their 
future  invalions.  He  then  fhewed  them  the  queen's 
picture,  which  they  greatly  admired.  By  thefe 
and  other  fpeeches  of  the  fame  kind,  both  here  and 
on  the  borders  of  Guiana,  he  made  the  people  fa- 
miliarly acquainted  with  the  name  and  virtues  of 
the  queen,  and  at  the  fame  time  Itrongly  engaged 
them  in  his  intereft. 

Sir  Walter  now  prepared  to  proceed  towards 
Guiana,  though  Berreo  ufed  many  arguments  to 
difluade  him  from  engaging  in  that  enterprize. 
He  told  him,  that  he  muft  venture  to  pafs  many 
dangerous  fhallows  in  fmall  boats,  without  being 
able  to  carry  provifions  fufficient  to  laft  him  half 
the  way ;  that  he  muft  not  expert  the  leaft  fuccour 
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from  the  natives  of  the  countries  through  which  he 
pafled,  who  would  not  admit  of  a  parley ;  but 
would  burn  their  towns,  and  retire  to  their  for- 
treffes :  that  they  had  been  enjoined  by  their  chiefs 
not  to  barter  gold,  nor  to  hold  any  communica- 
tion with  chriftians,  as  the  only  means  to  preferve 
them  from  deftru6lion  :  befides,  that  the  way  was 
long,  winter  was  approaching,  and  the  rivers  be- 
ginning to  fwell. 

Nctwithftanding  thefe  remonftrances,  Sir  Wal- 
ter dire<5led  his  Vice-Admirai  Captain  Giffard,  and 
Captain  Calfield,  to  fteer  into  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Capuri,  and  at  the  higheft  flood  to  pafs  over 
the  fhoal ;  but  this  they  found  impra6licable,  the 
water  falling  before  they  could  accomplifh  it.  He 
then  fent  the  mafter  of  the  Lion's  Whelp  to  try 
another  branch  called  Amana,  in  order  to  know 
if  either  of  the  fmall  vefTels  could  enter ;  but  he 
met  with  no  better  fuccefs.  Sir  Walter  now  caufed 
his  carpenter  to  cut  down  an  old  galego  boat,  and 
to  fit  her  with  banks  for  oars,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  draw  but  five  feet  water. 

In  this  vefTel  he  embarked  with  fixty  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  was  followed  by  the  flialiop  and  boat  of 
the  Lion's  Whelp,  carrying  twenty  ;  Captain  Cal- 
field's  fhallop  carrying  ten,  and  a  barge  of  his 
own,  ten  more;  having  in  all  lOo  men  well  armed, 
with  provilions  for  a  month  Their  accommoda- 
tions were  extremely  bad,  being  expofed  to  the 
weather,  and  obliged  to  endure  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun  and  ftorms  of  rain,  to  lie  upon  the 
hard  boards,  to  bear  the  difagreeable  fmell  of  the 
wet  cloaths  of  many  people  crouded  together,  and 
the  drefling  of  their  food,  which  moftly  confifted 
of  ftale  fifli,  fo  that  no  prifon  could  be  more  loath- 
fome  and  unhealthy. 

At  firfl  fetting  out  they  had  twenty  miles  of  an 
high  fea  to  crofs  in  their  crazy  boats,  and  were 
driven  by  the  wind  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of 
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Gaiianipa,  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  nation  who 
ufed  poifoned  arrows.  From  thence  they  entered 
one  of  the  rivers,  and  after  four  days,  got  above 
the  force  of  the  tide ;  but  they  were  there  bewil- 
dered by  fuch  a  confluence  of  ftreams,  that  they 
were  whirled  about  by  different  currents  and  ed- 
dies, fo  that  after  toiling  a  long  time,  they  were 
brought  back  to  the  place  they  had  been  ftriving 
to  avoid,  or  from  which  they  fet  out,  palling  be- 
tween iilands  and  ftreights,  fo  overlhadowed  with 
trees,  that  their  fight  was  bounded  by  the  breadth 
of  the  river,  and  the  length  of  the  avenue,  while 
the  gloominefs  of  the  profpe6l  added  horror  to 
the  loathfomenefs  of  the  places  in  which  they 
were  confined. 

At  length  on  the  22d  of  May,  they  entered  a 
river,  and  not  knowing  any  other  name  for  it, 
called  it  the  Red  Crofs  River :  here  they  put  into 
a  creek  which  led  to  a  town  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
where  their  Indian  pilot  going  on  fliore,  was  fet 
upon  by  his  countrymen,  who  hunted  him  with 
dogs.  In  return.  Sir  Walter  feized  an  old  man 
who  was  pafiiing  that  way,  and  threatened  to  cut 
oflf  his  head  if  he  did  not  procure  his  pilot's  liber- 
ty ;  but  the  pilot  by  his  agility  foon  efcaped  them, 
and  fwam  to  Sir  Walter's  barge  ;  they,  however, 
kept  the  old  man,  whom  they  ufed  with  the  ut- 
mofl;  kindnefs,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  many  ufeful 
informations  from  a  native  who  had  been  long 
acquainted  with  thofe  parts  ;  and  indeed  he  was  of 
great  ufe  in  guiding  through  the  intricacies  of  the 
rivers,  though  he  himfelf  was  often  in  the  utmofi: 
perplexity  which  river  to  take. 

The  people  who  inhabit  the  country  at  the 
mouth  of  this  great  river,  were  called  Tivetivas, 
and  were  a  bold  and  hardy  race  of  people,  who 
knew  the  value  of  liberty,  and  had  the  courage  to 
defend  it.  During  the  fummer  they  live  in  houfes, 
built  on  the  ground:  but  in  the  wet  or  winter 
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months,  dwell  in  huts  built  upon  trees,  as  is  very 
common  both  on  this  coaft,  and  even  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  where  the  countries  are  fubje(5l  to  be  over- 
flowed. 

Some  time  after.  Sir  Walter's  barge  ran  a  ground 
with  fuch  force,  that  they  defpaired  of  getting  her 
off,  fo  that  the  difcovery  feemed  at  a  ftand  ;  how- 
ever, four  days  after,  they  again  fet  her  on  float, 
and  ftriking  into  the  Amana^  one  of  the  nobleft 
branches  of  the  Oronoko,  the  men  with  incredible 
fatigue  continued  their  voyage,  and  being  now 
within  5°  of  the  line,  Sir  Walter  endeavoured  to 
keep  up  their  fpirits  by  dire6ting  his  pilots  to  give 
them  hopes,  that  their  labours  would  foon  have  an 
end. 

At  length  the  old  Indian  perceiving  that  their 
provilions  were  exhaufted,  and  that  they  mull 
perilh  without  an  immediate  fupply,  told  them, 
that  if  they  would  venture  up  a  river  on  the  right 
hand,  he  would  bring  them  to  a  town  where  they 
might  be  fure  of  refreihments,  and  be  able  to  re- 
turn before  night.  Sir  Walter  took  him  at  his 
word ;  but  he  amufed  them  all  day  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  night,  without  their  feeing  any  town, 
fo  that  a  lefs  prudent  commander  might  have  pu- 
nifhed  him  for  impofmg  upon  them.  However, 
about  one  of  the  next  morning  they  reached  this 
long  expe(5led  town,  and  obtained  the  fupplies  of 
which  they  flood  in  fuch  need.  In  this  hungry 
and  hazardous  voyage,  which  was  fourfcore  miles 
up  the  river,  they  obferved  many  fifties  of  a  furpriz- 
ing  lize,  and  abundance  of  alligators,  one  of  which 
devoured  a  young  negro  who  attended  Sir  Walter, 
and  who  leaped  into  the  water  to  refrefli  himfelf  by 
fwimming. 

Soon  after,  being  again  in  want  of  provifions, 
they  took  two  canoes  laden  with  excellent  bread, 
belonging  to  the  Indians  called  Arwaycas,  w^ho 
run  them  on  ftiore,   and  took  refuge  in  the  woods  : 
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when  Sir  Walter  purfuing  them^  in  hopes  of  ob- 
taining fome  intelligence^  found,  as  his  men  were 
creeping  through  the  bullies,  a  refiner's  bafket, 
in  which  were  quick-lilver,  faltpetre,  and  other 
things,  ufed  in  refining  of  metals,  together  with 
fome  gold  dufi;,  that  had  been  refined  from  the 
ore. 

Sir  Walter  then  landed  more  of  his  men,  and 
oflfered  500I.  to  any  of  his  foldiers  who  fliould  take 
one  of  the  Spaniards :  but  this  they  were  unable 
to  perform,  they,  however,  difcovered  the  Arway- 
cas  concealed  in  the  woods,  who  had  ferved  as  pi- 
lots to  the  Spanifh  adventurers,  and  who  informed 
him,  that  they  had  been  accompanied  by  two  other 
canoes,  laden  with  gold  ore,  which  had  efcaped. 
One  of  thefe  people  he  kept  for  his  own  pilot,  and 
from  him  learned,  where,  when,  and  how  the 
Spaniards  worked  for  gold.  Having  here  fuffi- 
ciently  refrefhed  his  companions ;  they  appeared 
as  well  fatisfied  as  their  commander,  and  promifed 
to  follow  him  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

On  the  15th  day  from  their  leaving  their  fhips. 
Sir  Walter  and  his  men  entered  the  great  river 
Oronoko,  and  obtained  a  true  account  of  the  na- 
tions inhabiting  its  banks ;  they  then  fi:eered  by 
the  mountain  Aio  and  a  large  ifland,  and  on  the 
5th  day  after  their  entering  the  above  river,  came 
to  an  anchor  at  Morequito,  in  the  province  of 
Aromaia,  300  miles  within  land. 

He  here  fent  a  mefTenger  to  the  king  of  Aro- 
maia, who,  the  next  morning,  came  on  foot  from 
his  houfe,  and  returned  the  fame  evening,  though 
he  was  no  years  of  age,  and  his  journey  was 
twenty-eight  miles.  This  old  monarch  had  a 
large  train  of  attendants  of  both  fexes,  who 
brought  great  plenty  of  flelh,  fifh,  and  feveral 
forts  of  fruits.  The  old  king  having  refrefhed 
himfelf  a-while  in  a  tent,  which  Sir  Walter  had 
caufed  to  be   pitched   for  him,  they  entered  by 
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means  of  the  interpreter,  into  a  difcourfe  on  the 
murder  of  Morequito,  his  predeceflbr,  and  the 
other  barbarities  of  the  Spaniards.  Sir  Walter 
then  told  him  the  delign  of  his  coming  thither, 
and  expatiated  on  the  virtues  of  his  queen,  whofe 
greatefl  ambition,  he  oblerved,  was  to  relieve 
diftrelTed  nations,  and  humble  the  pride  of  the 
Spaniards,  which  were  her  only  motives  for  fend- 
ing him  to  Guiana. 

The  old  man  liftened  to  him  with  great  atten- 
tion, and  on  hisafking  him  many  queftions  relating 
to  the  ftrength,  polity,  alliances,  and  government 
of  Guiana,  with  the  readieft  way  of  entering  into 
the  heart  of  the  country,  the  king  replied  in  fo 
clear  and  fenfible  a  manner,  that  Sir  Walter  could 
not  help  being  furprized  at  finding  a  perfon  of  fuch 
judgment  and  good  fenfe,  who  had  received  none 
of  the  advantages  of  education.  Some  of  the 
king's  attendants  made  Sir  Walter  a  prefent  of  a 
fmall  but  curious  kind  of  parroquito,  and  of  an 
animal  then  fcarcely  known,  called  the  armadilla, 
whofe  head,  body,  and  tail  are  covered  with  hard 
and  beautiful  fcales.  The  form  of  the  head  is  like 
that  of  a  hog,  the  feet  refemble  hands,  and  the 
tail  is  near  four  inches  thick  at  the  root,  tapering 
to  the  end. 

After  the  king's  departure.  Sir  Walter  failed 
weftward  to  the  river  Caroli,  becaufe  it  led  to  the 
ftrongeft  nations  of  all  the  frontiers,  who  were 
enemies  to  the  Epuremei,  the  fubje6ts  of  the  Inca 
or  Emperor  of  Guiana  and  Manoa.  Long  before 
he  came  to  it,  he  heard  the  roaring  occalioned  by 
the  falls  of  this  river  ;  but  on  his  entering  it,  in 
order  to  proceed  forty  miles  up  to  the  Cafiagotos, 
he  found  the  ftream  fo  rapid,  that  he  could  not 
advance  with  his  eight  oared  barge  above  a  Hone's 
throw  in  an  hour.  He  therefore  encamped  on  the 
ba:  ks,  and  fent  an  Indian  to  acquaint  the  Lords  of 
Canuri,  who  dwelt  in  that  province,  of  his  arrival. 
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Upon  this  mefTage,  one  of  the  princes  named 
Wanuretona,  attended  by  a  numerous  train  of 
followers,  came  to  vifit  him,  bringing  great  plenty 
of  refrelhments:  from  him  he  learned  that  a  nation 
called  the  Carolians,  were  enemies  both  to  the 
Spaniards  and  Epuremei,  and  that  there  were 
mighty  nations  at  the  head  of  that  river,  and  were 
of  the  fame  difpolition. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  he  difpatched  a  party 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  men  up  the  fide  of  the 
river,  while  he  himfelf,  with  a  few  officers,  and 
half  a  dozen  men  armed  with  mufquets,  marched 
to  take  a  view  of  the  catara6ls  of  the  river  Carol i. 

From  the  top  of  the  firft  hills  that  commanded 
a  view  of  the  river,  they  beheld  a  prodigious  ca- 
tara6t,  beneath  which,  the  water  divided  into  three 
ftreams,  and  ran  with  amazing  rapidity  upwards  of 
twenty  miles ;  for  fo  far  they  imagined  they  were 
able  to  take  in  the  profpe(51:.  In  this  courfe  no 
lefs  than  ten  or  a  dozen  more  appeared  in  view, 
each  as  high  above  the  other  as  a  church  fteeple, 
whence  the  water  rufhed  down  with  fuch  violence, 
that  the  vapours  ariling  from  the  rebound,  were 
like  the  thick  fmoke  hanging  over  well- inhabited 
cities;  but  on  their  nearer  approach,  where  they 
could  better  difcern  and  diitinguifli,  the  elfecls 
refembled  heavy  fliowers  of  rain  ;  while  the  pro- 
digious roaring  of  thefe  torrents,  at  leaft  equalled 
the  noife  of  thunder 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  obferves,  that  he  never  faw 
a  more  beautiful  country,  nor  more  delightful 
profpe^ts:  The  valleys  were  interfperfed  with  hills, 
and  the  waters  winding  through  them  in  various 
branches  ;  the  plains  free  from  brambles,  were 
covered  with  fine  grafs ;  the  foil  was  an  hard  ilnid, 
fit  for  either  walking  or  carriage  ;  the  deer  croiling 
every  path  ;  and  towards  evening  the  birds  ilng- 
ing  on  every  tree  a  thoufand  different  notes ; 
while  on   the  banks  of  the  rivers,    were  cranes. 
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herons,  white  crimfon,  and  carnation  ;  the  air  was 
refrefhed  with  gentle  eaftern  breezes,  and  every 
ilone  they  ftooped  to  take  up,  feemed  to  be  inter- 
mixed with  gold  or  iilver.  Sir  Walter  afterwards 
lliewing  fome  of  thele  ftones  to  a  Spaniard  of  the 
Caraccas,  was  told  they  were  the  mother  of  gold, 
and  though  of  fmall  value  themfelves,  were  a  proof 
of  there  being  mines  at  no  great  diftance. 

There  were  now  many  reafons  which  rendered 
their  ftay  improper.  The  rains  were  fo  heavy, 
and  the  floods  poured  fo  fuddenly  from  the  hills, 
that  they  were  fometimes  before  night  up  to  the 
neck  in  water,  upon  the  very  fpots  of  ground 
over  which  in  the  morning  they  had  marched  dry- 
Ihod.  The  men  had  worn  their  clothes  above  a 
month  without  a  change,  or  being  in  any  other 
manner  refrefhed,  but  by  the  rains  which  frequent- 
ly wafhed  them  ten  times  a  day  on  the  owners 
backs.  They  had  belides  no  inftruments  with  them 
to  open  mines,  and  if  they  advanced  farther,  were 
to  a6l  againft  a  numerous  civilized,  and  warlike 
people.  Thefe  and  many  other  inconveniences, 
made  them  refolve  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
back  to  the  ihips,  from  which  they  had  now  been 
abfent  above  a  month,  and  had  in  that  fpace  pro- 
ceeded about  400  miles  from  the  fea  coaft. 

They  therefore  embarked  in  their  boats,  and 
though  the  wind  was  againft  them,  arrived  in  a 
day's  time  at  the  port  of  Morequito ;  for  gliding 
down  the  ftream,  they  went  without  labour  little 
lefs  than  100  miles  a  day.  Sir  Walter  on  his 
coming  to  an  anchor,  was  very  defirous  of  having 
another  conference  with  the  old  king,  wlio  foon 
arrived  with  a  numerous  train,  loaded  with  pre- 
fentSj  when  Sir  Walter  having  taken  him  into  his 
tent,  enquired  the  beft  way  to  the  richeft  parts  of 
Guiana.  The  old  cacique  intimated  to  him,  that 
he  ought  not  to  think  of  penetrating  to  Manoa, 
the  capital ;  for  neither  the  feafon  of  the  year,  nor 
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the  ftndl  number  of  his  men,  were  proper  for  the 
enterprize :  That  in  the  plains  of  Magureguarai, 
the  firft  civilized  town  of  Guiana,  300  Spaniards 
had  been  lately  {lain  ;  as  they  had  invaded  it, 
without  having  made  any  friends  among  thofe  na- 
tions, who  were  ready  to  join  in  any  attempts 
againft  the  kingdom  of  Guiana,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  Sir  Walter  not  to  invade  the  ftrong  parts  of 
Guiana,  without  obtaining  the  affiftance  of  thofe 
nations,  who  were  their  enemies.  The  king  alfo 
informed  him,  that  he  believed  he  might,  with  his 
prefent  force,  feize  on  the  town  of  Magureguarai, 
where  all  the  gold  plates  were  made  that  v^ere  dif- 
perfed  through  the  neighbouring  nations,  and 
which  was  but  four  days  journey  from  thence,  and 
offered  to  affift  him  with  his  fubje6ls,  provided  iifty 
Englifhmen  were  left  behind  for  his  guard ;  but 
Sir  Walter  declining  the  expedition,  the  king 
begged  him  to  leave  his  territories  as  foon  as  poili- 
ble,  left  the  Epuremei  Ihould  learn  that  he  had 
given  him  any  affiftance,  or  the  Spaniards  ftiould 
return  and  infult  him;  they  having  once  before 
taken  him  prifoner,  and  led  him  feventeen  days 
in  chains,  till  he  had  paid  100  plates  of  gold  for 
his  ranfom.  But  if  Sir  Walter  would  promife  to 
return  early  the  next  year,  he  would  engage  all 
the  neighbouring  nations  to  affift  him  againft  the 
Epuremei,  who  had  plundered  them  of  their  wives, 
and  alTured  him,  they  would  gladly  renew  the 
war  to  recover  them  ;  for  the  old  king  complained 
grievoufly,  that  the  Epuremei  poiTelTed  from  50 
to  100  women  each,  while  he  and  his  principal 
fubje6ls  had  but  three  or  four  wives  a- piece. 

Sir  Walter,  while  he  ftayed  here,  obtained  ma- 
ny images  and  plates  of  gold,  not  fo  much  for  the 
value,  as  to  ftiew  them  as  faraples;  and  to  prevent 
thefe  people  from  entertaining  a  notion,  that  he 
eame  for  gold,  he  gave  among  them  more  twenty 
Ihilling  pieces  of  the  queen's  coin,  than  they  were 
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worth.  He  alfo  took  with  him  fome  of  the  fpar  and 
ore,  to  juftify  his  report  of  the  riches  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  as  the  higheft  teftimony  of  his  having  ob- 
tained the  confidence  of  the  natives,  the  old  king 
fent  over  his  own  fon  Cayworaco  into  England, 
where  he  was  afterwards  baptized,  with  much  ce- 
remony, by  the  name  of  Gualtero. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir  Walter  at  their  own  re- 
queft  left  behind  him  two  of  his  company,  an  ex- 
cellent draughtfman  who  undertook  to  defcribe,  as 
he  did,  all  the  country  very  exa6f  ly,  and  a  boy  who 
waited  upon  Sir  Walter,  and  who  was  to  learn  the 
languages  of  the  Indian  nations,  which  he  did  to 
great  perfe6lion ;  but  was  unfortunately  devoured 
by  a  wild  beaft. 

After  this  a  cacique  whofe  name  was  Putoma, 
and  another  called  Warapana,  offered  to  condu6t 
him  to  a  gold  mine,  which  they  accordingly  per- 
formed, but  the  weather  being  extremely  bad.  Sir 
Walter  refoived  to  return  as  expeditioufly  as  poili- 
ble  to  his  Ihips  ;  but  in  his  paflage  was  overtaken 
by  a  violent  ftorm,  and  had  like  to  have  been  loft 
among  the  flioals,  being  obliged  to  quit  his  galley, 
and  take  to  his  boat,  with  which  he  ventured  out 
upon  a  very  boiflerous  fea ;  however,  be  was  the 
next  day  fo  happy  as  to  reach  Curiapa  in  the  ifland 
of  Trinidad,  where  his  fliips  lay  at  anchor,  and 
where  he  was  foon  joined  by  his  galley. 

In  all  this  tedious  and  furprifing  expedition,  in 
which  they  were  alike  expofed  to  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  and  to  the  attempts  of  their  enemies, 
abfolutely  wanting  moft  of  the  conveniences,  and 
frequently  the  necelfaries  of  life,  he  loft  not  a  fingle 
man,  except  the  negro  devoured  by  the  alligator. 
And  yet  took  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  gold  ore, 
which  he  brought  to  England,  and  proving  ex- 
tremely rich,  turned  to  a  very  good  account. 

In  his  return  home  he  burnt  the  town  of  Cu- 
mana,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  refufed  to  fupply  him 
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with  provifions,  and  two  other  Spanifh  towns  un- 
derwent the  fame  fate,  after  which  he  returned 
fafe  to  England,  where  he  was  received  with  great 
acclamations  of  joy. 

Capt.  Key  mis  who  was  one  of  the  adventurers, 
wrote  a  latin  poem  on  this  expedition,  and  Mr. 
George  Chapman  compofed  an  heroic  poem  of  200 
lines  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  in  which  he  bellows  the 
greateft  encomiums  on  the  prudence  and  integrity 
of  Sir  Walter,  who  alfo  publiihed  an  account  of 
this  expedition,  written  by  himfelf. 

Not withftan ding  the  great  fuccefs  of  this  voyage, 
and  the  high  probability  of  ealily  forming  a  fettle- 
ment  in  this  rich  country.  Sir  Walter's  enemies, 
jealous  of  his  great  abilities,  endeavoured  by  the 
moft  invidious  infmuations  to  difcourage  all  at- 
tempts againft  Guiana,  by  throwing  the  moft 
groundleis  afperfions  on  his  veracity.  Thefe  he 
ealily  anfwered,  and  immediately  fitted  out  two 
veilels  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Keymis,  who 
left  England  in  the  latter  end  of  January  foUov/- 
ing,  in  order  to  cheriih  the  friendlhip  he  had  con- 
traded  with  the  Indians,  rather  than  to  purfue 
any  a6ls  of  hoftility.  This  gentleman,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  the  port  of  Morequito,  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  the  old  king,  and  that  the 
draughtfman  who  had  been  left  behind  had  been 
carried  into  captivity  by  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
made  a  fettiement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Caroli, 
in  the  palfage  to  the  mines,  whence  Sir  Walter  had 
taken  ore  the  preceding  year. 

Capt.  Keymis,  therefore,  after  having  had  con- 
ferences with  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  loud 
in  the  praifes  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  exprefTed 
their  inclination  to  fupport  any  meafures  fet  on 
foot  by  his  countrymen,  returned  to  England,  and 
arrived  at  Portland  in  the  latter  end  of  June,  hav- 
ing been  only  five  months  upon  the  voyage. 
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Sir  Walter  foon  after  fitted  out  an  handfome 
pinnace,  and  having  provided  her  with  all  necef- 
faries  for  trade  and  difcovery,  Ihe  fet  fail  from 
Weymouth  the  following  December,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Leonard  Berry,  who  about  the 
beginning  of  March  fell  in  with  the  river  Wiapoco 
on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  where  beginning  to  be  in 
want  of  provilions,  and  finding  no  inhabitants,  he 
Iteered  to  a  town  called  Armatto,  at  which  place 
he  was  plentifully  fupplied,  and  treated  with  great 
hofpitality  by  the  natives,  who  freely  traded  with 
the  Englifh  ;  Capt.  Berry  then  invited  a  neigh- 
bouring cacique  named  Ritimo,  on  board  his  Ihip, 
who  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  entertained 
in  a  very  magnificent  manner. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  towns 
being  now  convinced  that  this  was  an  Engliih 
vefTel,  flocked  to  the  fea-fhore  from  all  quarters, 
bringing  plenty  of  provifions  and  tobacco,  and 
appearing  perfectly  fatisBed  with  what  was  given 
them  in  exchange.  Thefe  eagerly  folicited  the 
Englifh  to  come  and  drive  the  Spaniards  out  of 
their  territories. 

This  gentleman  afterwards  failed  up  feveral  ri- 
vers, and  having  procured  all  the  intelligence 
poffible,  quitted  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  and  arrived 
at  Plymouth  on  the  28th  of  June,  1597. 


CHAPTER     VII. 

Capt.  Leigh  forms  a  fettlement  at  Guiana,  but  foon  after  dying, 
and  his  people  falling  fick,  they  return  to  England,  &c. 
Capt.  Harcourt's  voyage  to  Guiana,  where  he  leaves  a  fettle- 
ment, and  returns  to  England. 


JL  HOUGH  Sir  Walter  was  at  that  time  pre- 
vented from  making  any  farther  difcoveries  of  this 
rich  country,  by  the  death  of  the  queen,  and  his 
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own  long  imprifonment,  yet  other  attempts  were 
made.  In  the  year  1604,  Capt.  Charles  Leigh 
being  allifted  by  his  brother  Sir  Olive,  made  a 
voyage  to  Guiana,  at  their  mutual  expence,  in  a 
bark  of  about  fifty  tons,  with  forty-lix  men  and 
boys  on  board,  and  on  the  2  2d  of  May  entered  the 
river  Wiapoco,  in  8^.  30'.  north  latitude,  intend- 
ing to  fix  at  the  town  of  the  fame  name  on  the  coaft 
of  Guiana. 

The  captain  was  received  very  kindly  by  the  in- 
habitants, who  confented  to  allow  him,  for  the 
prefent,  a  fpace  of  ground  and  fome  houfes,  in 
confideration  of  which,  he  was  to  affift  them  againft 
their  inveterate  enemies  the  Caribbees.  This 
agreement  was  made  by  means  of  two  of  the  na- 
tives of  Guiana,  who  had  been  in  England,  and 
could  fpeak  fome  Engliili,  and  for  the  better  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Indians  performing  their  promifes,  five 
of  them,  among  whom  were  two  confiderable  per- 
fons,  were  to  be  fent  to  England. 

The  firft  fettlement  made  by  the  Englifh,  was 
on  a  part  of  the  mountain  that  lies  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  entrance  of  a  river,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  mount  Howard.  Captain  Leigh  might 
here  have  lived  a  quiet  life,  and  been  of  great  ufe 
to  his  country,  had  not  his  men  been  difcontented 
and  mutinous.  However,  the  next  year  he  fent 
his  (hip  to  England  for  a  frelh  fupply  of  fuch  things 
as  he  wanted,  keeping  with  him  35  of  his  men  and 
boys,  to  fettle  his  fmali  village,  and  by  this  means 
fet  his  colony  upon  a  better  footing  than  it  had 
hitherto  been.  They  had  fome  trade  with  the  na- 
tives, as  well  round  their  fettlement,  as  farther  up 
the  river,  by  which  they  obtained  wax,  fine  white 
feathers,  tobacco,  parrots,  monkeys,  green  and 
black,  cotton -yarn,  and  wool ;  f^^eet  gums,  red 
pepper,  with  feveral  forts  of  wood,  roots,  and  ber- 
ries, partly  for  medicine,  and  partly  for  dying: 
but  the  fiux  and  othJer  diftempers^,  carried  otFa  con  ■ 
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fiderable  number  of  the  company,  and  at  length 
the  captain  himfelf  being  feized  with  it,  alfodied. 
By  this  unhappy  ftroke  the  whole  undertaking 
was  ruined,  and  every  one  Ihifting  for  himfelf  re- 
turned to  England,  very  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
Indians ;  fome  of  them  in  a  French  fhip,  and  others 
in  two  Dutch  vefTels, 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Olive  Leigh,  refolving  to 
fupport  his  brother  in  the  eftablifhment  of  his  go- 
vernment at  Guiana,  before  he  had  an  account  of 
his  fuccefs,  fitted  out  another  (hip  under  Captain 
Catalin,  and  Captain  St.  John,  to  carry  him  a 
frefh  fupply  of  men  and  neceflaries.  This  fhip  fet 
fail  in  April,  1605  ;  but  by  contrary  winds  and 
currents,  and  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  matter,  was 
carried  fo  far  to  the  leeward,  that  the  men  defpaired 
of  ever  recovering  their  intended  port,  and  there- 
fore put  in  firft  at  Barbadoes,  and  afterwards  at 
the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  defigning  to  return  from 
thence  to  England :  but  examining  their  ftores  of 
provifions,  and  finding  that  they  were  far  from 
being  fufficient  to  fupply  fo  large  a  company  for  fb 
long  a  voyage,  Capt.  St.  John,  with  fixty-feven  of 
the  pafTengers,  refolved  rather  to  flay  and  take 
their  lot  upon  that  ifland,  than  to  run  the  hazard 
of  being  ftarved  at  fea. 

The  Engl ifh  foon  made  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Indians,  who  in  exchange  for  trifles  furnifhed 
them  with  roots,  fruit,  and  fome  fowls :  and  they 
had  every  night  an  opportunity  of  taking,  with 
very  little  trouble,  the  moft  delicate  turtle  upon 
the  fands,  fo  that  they  were  in  no  want  of  food. 
Five  or  fix  days  they  lived  in  huts  of  their  own 
building,  without  making  any  excurfions  into  the 
country;  but  the  captain  one  day  feeing  fome 
pieces  of  metal  upon  the  arms  of  fome  of  the  In- 
dians, and  being  informed  by  a  refiner  in  his  com- 
pany, that  they  were  at  leafl  three  parts  gold,  he 
enquired  of  the  Indians  from  whence  they  had 
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them ;  upon  which  they  pointed  to  a  very  high 
mountain  in  the  north-weft  part  of  the  illand. 

Upon  this  Capt.  St.  John,  with  fome  of  the 
chief  of  his  men,  went  in  queft  of  this  golden 
mountain^  the  reft  being  appointed  to  keep  guard 
at  home,  with  the  aflurance  of  their  returning  in 
a  week's  time.  When  they  were  gone  the  others 
expelled  that  the  Indians  would  bring  them  pro- 
vilions  as  ufual,  but  they  heard  nothing  of  them 
for  three  days  together. 

It  feems  the  Indians  had  obferved  the  captain's 
departure,  and  following  him,  cut  him  off  with 
his  whole  company :  which  they  had  no  fooner 
done,  than  they  refolved  to  ferve  thofe  who  ftaid 
behind  in  the  fame  manner.  For  this  purpofe  they 
got  one  Augramart,  a  man  of  refolution,  and  cap- 
tain of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  to  head  them  in 
this  enterprize.  However,  to  cover  their  defign 
they  carried  it  fair,  and  frequently  viiited  the  Eng- 
lifh,  till  one  day  Augramart  having  dined  with 
them,  perfuaded  the  Englifti  to  go  with  him  to  his 
quarters,  where  he  promifed  to  furnifti  them  with 
whatever  provilions  they  wanted. 

Upon  this  invitation,  a  gentleman  fet  out  with 
feventeen  of  his  men  ;  but  the  Indians,  inftead  of 
conducting  them  to  their  quarters,  led  them  into 
an  ambufcade,  where  they  were  furrounded  by 
about  500  of  the  natives,  who  difcharged  their  ar- 
rows at  them  on  all  fides,  till  the  Englilh,  after 
exerting  themfelvesas  much  as  was  in  their  power, 
were  all  of  them  ftain  but  one,  who  made  his 
efcape  from  this  bloody  (laughter,  and  was  forced 
to  hide  himfelf  in  a  wood,  whence  fwimming  over 
a  lake,  with  much  difficulty  he  returned  home, 
juft  time  enough  to  alarm  his  companions  ;  for  it 
was  not  long  before  the  Indians  appeared  before 
their  houfes;  but  the  Englifti  difcharging  fome 
fmall  pieces  of  ordnance,  they  quickly  marched  off: 
however,  in  two  or  three  dav&  they  returned,  to 
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the  number  of  13  or  1400^  and  after  having  at- 
tacked a  little  fort  and  houfes  for  feven  days  toge- 
ther with  fmall  fuccefs,  refolved  to  burn  them  by 
throwing  in  fire  with  their  arrows,  which  in  a 
fhort  time  reduced  the  habitations  of  the  Englifh 
toa  heapof  afhes.  They  continued,  however,  to 
defend  themfelves  in  fo  brave  a  manner,  that  the 
Indians  finding  that  they  could  not  accomplilh 
their  defign  againlt  this  handful  of  men,  at  iaft 
abandoned  the  enterprize. 

After  their  departure,  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
Indians  were  prevailed  upon  to  furnifh  them  with 
an  old  pitiful  boat  for  fome  hatchets,  knives  and 
beads.  This  the  Englifh  fitted  upas  well  as  they 
could,  and  nineteen  of  them,  the  miferable  remains 
of  fixty-eight,  ventured  out  to  fea  in  her,  without 
chart  or  compafs,  and  with  only  four  or  five  gal- 
lons of  water,  with  a  few  plantains  and  potatoes, 
about  twenty  bifcuits,  and  a  little  rice.  What 
was  ftill  worfe,  they  had  not  one  mariner  among 
them,  and  this  little  boat  was  fo  overladen,  that 
her  gunnel  lay  almofl:  even  with  the  water. 

When  they  had  been  ten  days  at  fea,  during 
which  four  of  the  men  were  obliged  by  turns  to 
continue  fcooping  out  the  water,  they,  when  all 
hopes  began  to  fail  them,  difcovered  land  ;  but  on 
their  going  on  fhore,  found  to  their  unfpeakable 
difappointment,  that  it  was  an  uninhabited  ifland 
which  afforded  no  manner  of  fuftenance.  In  this 
miferable  ftate  they  had  no  other  remedy,  but  to 
fend  five  of  the  men  to  the  continent  to  feek  relief. 
Thefe,  after  many  difficulties  reached  the  main 
land,  and  went  to  an  Indian  town  called  Tocoyo, 
from  whence,  after  being  abfent  fifteen  days,  they 
brought  fuccour  to  their  miferable  companions, 
who  were  now  reduced  to  thirteen.  By  the  help 
of  this  fupply  they  got  to  a  Spanifh  town,  called 
Coro,  where  they  were  treated  with  great  huma- 
nity, and  where  two  more  of  them  died.     Three 
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of  them  went  from  thence  to  Carthagena,  and 
were  followed  thither  by  two  more,  where  they 
procured  a  pallage  to  Spain  ;  but  what  became  of 
the  reft  does  not  any  where  appear. 

Notwithftanding  fuch  a  leries  of  misfortunes  a$ 
had  attended  the  attempts  made  for  eftabliiliing 
this  fettlement,  Robert  Harcourt,  Efq.  caufed  a 
fquadron  of  three  vefTels,  commanded  by  himfelf, 
to  be  fitted  out;  the  Rofe,  a  fhip  of  eighty  tons; 
the  Patience  of  thirty-fix  tons,  and  the  Lilly  (hal- 
lop  of  nine  tons  burden,  which  failed  from  Dart- 
mouth on  the  29th  of  March,  1609,  and  arrived  in 
the  bay  of  Wiapoco  on  the  1 7th  of  May. 

It  was  not  long  before  feveral  canoes  of  Indians 
came  to  fee  who  they  were,  and  finding  they  were 
Englilh,  came  on  board  without  the  leaft  fear  or 
ceremony.  Thefe  people  were  of  the  town  called 
Caripo,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hill,  at  the  mouth 
of  Wiapoco  river.  Their  king  or  chief,  who  had 
been  many  years  in  England,  was  then  with  Mr. 
Harcourt,  and  another  of  his  countrymen  came 
pafTenger  with  him,  though  he  had  not  difcovered 
his  quality  till  the  joy  of  his  fubjedfs  at  the  fight  of 
him  made  him  known.  Among  the  Indians  who 
came  firlt  on  board,  was  one  who  fpoke  the  Eng- 
lifh  tongue  perfe6lly  well,  and  was  known  to  fome 
of  the  failors,  he  having  ferved  Sir  John  Gilbert  in 
England  many  years ;  and  the  Indian  who  accom- 
panied the  king  or  chief,  having  been  fourteen 
years  in  England,  thefe  tvv'o  were  of  fingular  fer- 
vice  to  the  adventurers. 

The  firft  ceremonies  being  paft,  Mr.  Harcourt 
informed  them,  that  he  was  come  to  fettle  a  co- 
lony there,  and  to  take  pofiTeflion  of  the  country 
for  the  king  of  England,  by  virtue  of  their  grant 
of  it  to  Capt.  Leigh,  and  by  fome  of  their  country- 
men  before,  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  alluring  them 
at  the  iame  time,  that  his  majefty  intended  no  un- 
juft  ufurpation  over  them  ;  but  would  only  be  their 
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friend  and  prote6lor,  and  fecure  them  from  thein- 
folence  of  the  Caribbees.  After  fome  debate^  the 
Indians  confented  to  their  living  among  them,  but 
cxprelTed  fome  diffidence  in  their  performing  their 
promifes,  as  Sir  Walter  had  been  fo  long  without 
accomplifliing  his. 

This  affair  being  concluded,  they  all  went  on 
fliore,  where  they  met  with  the  beft  reception  the 
Indians  could  give  them,  and  were  difperfed  up 
and  down  the  town,  on  the  lide  of  a  hill,  while 
the  fhips  rode  at  ancho;-  at  the  foot  of  it.  The 
great  rains,  which  confined  them  near  a  month, 
being  over,  the  captain  endeavoured  to  difcover 
the  golden  mountains,  which  had  been  the  fpurs  to 
this  undertaking  ;  but  his  guide,  who  had  promifed 
great  things,  failed  in  the  performance  of  them  : 
for  when  he  came  to  the  fpot  no  gold  was  to  be 
found  :  and  yet  all  the  Englifh  were  fully  fatisfied 
that  the  country  afforded  gold,  as  well  from  the 
aiTurances  given  them  by  the  natives,  who  (hewed 
them  fome  images,  which  upon  an  eflay  appeared 
to  contain  at  leaft  one  third  gold,  as  from  their  ob- 
ferving  great  quantities  of  the  white  fpar  in  which 
gold  is  contained  ;  but  they  had  reafon  to  believe 
thefe  mines  were  too  far  up  in  the  higher  parts  of 
Guiana,  and  were  perhaps  too  ftrongly  guarded 
for  them,  to  hope  that  they  Ihould  be  able  to 
reach  them  ;  and  befides,  they  had  neither  time 
nor  power  to  fearch  in  a  proper  manner  for  finding 
thefe  mines. 

This  difappointment  was  near  occafioning  a 
mutiny  among  thofe  who  came  with  no  other  view 
but  to  amafs  wealth.  But  the  captain  with  great 
prudence  prevented  its  running  to  fuch  a  length, 
and  to  keep  them  employed,  not  only  went  him- 
felf  up  the  river  of  Wiapoco  upon  difcovery  ;  but 
fent  his  brother  with  fome  others,  on  the  fame 
errand  to  the  river  Arrawary,  and  the  country 
bordering  upon  it,  which  reaches  to  the  river  fo 
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the  Amazons.  He  alfo  went  and  took  pofTeflion 
of  the  mountain  Gomoribo,  the  utmoft  point  of 
land  to  the  northward  in  the  Wiapoco.  This  he 
did  according  to  cuftom,  by  the  ceremony  of  twig 
and  turf,  in  the  prefence  both  of  his  own  people 
and  the  Indians. 

The  attempt  of  the  captain's  brother,  in  making 
the  difcovery  of  the  river  Arrawary,  was  attended 
with  great  difficulties  and  hazards  j  for  the  length 
they  ran  by  fea  to  this  river  was  near  loo  leagues, 
through  terrible  breaks  of  flats  and  flioals.  They 
went  alfo  fifty  leagues  up  the  river,  and  all  this 
was  done  with  only  flat  bottomed  canoes,  fome- 
thing  longer  than  the  common  Thames  wherries, 
but  not  fo  broad.  The  Indians  they  met  with  in 
this  river,  plainly  difcovered  that  they  had  never 
feen  any  Europeans  before.  It  was  long  ere  they 
could  be  brought  to  any  fort  of  trade  or  converfa- 
tion  with  them,  though  they  had  other  Indians 
|n  their  company,  but  at  laft  the  fight  of  their 
toys  induced  them  to  purchafe  them  with  provl- 
fions.  But  the  want  of  thefe,  however,  at  la(t 
obliged  them  to  return  to  Wiapoco ;  they  never- 
thelefs  took  polTeffion  of  the  country  in  form,  as 
Mr.  Harcourt  had  done  of  Gomoribo. 

Some  time  after  Mr.  Harcourt  returned  to 
England,  leaving  behind  him  fifty  or  fixty  of  his 
men,  over  whom  he  appointed  his  brother  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  joined  Captain  Harvey  as 
his  aflliftant.  In  his  way  homewards,  he  made  fe- 
veral  difcoveries  upon  the  coafi:,  and  in  fome  of 
the  rivers,  and  after  his  return  to  England,  ob- 
tained by  the  favour  of  Prince  Henry,  a  patent 
for  all  the  coaft  of  Guiana  and  the  river  of  the 
Amazons  ;  but  being  foon  involved  in  many  trou- 
bles, he  was  unable  to  fupply  his  colony.  How- 
ever, his  brother  kept  pofleflion  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  wherein  he  was  fettled  during  three 
years,  in  all  which  time  he  loft  but  fix  of  his 
people. 
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CHAPTER    VIIL 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lafl  voyage  to  Guiana,  with  an  account  of 
what  took  place  till  his  return  to  England,  when  he  was  called 
down  to  his  former  fentence,  and  beheaded. 


At  length  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  after  fuf- 
fering  a  very  long  imprifonment  in  the  tower  of 
London,  on  the  pretence  of  a  plot,  for  which  he 
had  been  condemned  to  die,  procured  his  liberty, 
and  though  he  had  been  twelve  years  in:  prifon, 
obtained  a  commiffion  to  execute  his  laft  expedi- 
tion to  Guiana.  In  order  to  do  this,  he  turned 
the  beft  part  of  his  fortune  into  money,  which  he 
employed  in  fitting  out  ihips  for  this  expedition, 
and  prevailed  on  many  of  his  beft  friends  to  do  fo 
too.  Several  of  thefe  embarked  with  him,  and 
among  them  his  eldeft  fon.  This  fleet  conlifted  of 
fcven  fail  of  different  fizes,  with  which  Sir  Vv'alter 
left  Plymouth  harbour  in  July  1612,  and  before 
he  had  pafTed  the  coaft  of  England,  he  was  joined 
by  as  many  more,  fo  that  his  whole  fleet  coniifted 
of  fourteen  fliips.  However,  he  waited  for  thefe 
laft  feme  time,  and  it  had  been  better  if  he  had 
left  them  behind  ;  for  they  proved  a  burden  to 
him,  and  fome  of  them  deferted  the  expedition. 
Soon  after  he  obtained  this  reinforcement,  he 
met  with  a  ftorm,  which  obliged  him  to  put  into 
Cork,  from  whence  he  failed  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft,  and  on  the  6th  of  September  arrived  off 
the  illand  of  Lancerota,  when  he  fent  to  defire 
leave  of  the  governor  to  purchafe  provifions  ;  but 
though  that  gentleman  at  flrft  promifed  him  a 
meeting,  he  deferred  giving  it  him,  and  at  length 
refufed  to   have  any  dealings  with   Sir   Walter^ 
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under  the  pretence,  that  the  inhabitants  were  fo 
much  afraid  of  him,  that  he  dared  not,  and  there- 
fore delired  him  to  draw  off  fiich  of  his  men  as 
were  landed  upon  the  ifland.  But  though  he  com- 
plied with  this  requeft,  they  fell  upon  his  men  in 
their  retreat,  and  flew  one  of  them.  Of  this  out- 
rage. Sir  Walter  complained  to  the  governor  of 
the  Canaries,  who,  inftead  of  fending  him  an  an- 
fwer,  fallied  out  upon  his  men  as  they  were  march- 
ing, in  order  to  draw  water  in  a  defert  part  of  the 
ifland  ;  and  had  not  young  Raleigh  and  fome  other 
officers,  behaved  with  great  bravery  on  this  occa- 
fion,  they  would  all  have  been  flain.  But  Sir 
Walter  was  fo  careful  of  giving  no  offence  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  that  he  did  not  return  thefe  ads 
of  hoftility. 

Hence  he  fleered  to  Gomera,  where  the  Spani- 
ards alfo  refolved  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the 
Englifli.  They  lined  the  beach  and  Handing  cJofe 
to  the  water,  faluted  them  very  roughly,  but  were 
foon  difperfed  by  the  fliip  guns.  After  this  treat- 
ment. Sir  Walter  fent  a  melTenger  on  fliore  to 
let  the  governor  know,  that  he  had  no  hoftile 
intention  ;  that  he  only  wanted  a  few  necelTaries, 
for  which  he  would  pay  very  honourably,  and  that 
if  any  of  his  men  fhould  attempt  the  leaft  fraud  or 
riot,  he  would  hang  them  in  the  market-place : 
and  fo  well  did  he  keep  his  word,  that  the  governor 
wrote  a  letter  for  him  to  deliver  to  Count  Gonda- 
mor,  the  Spanifh  AmbafTador  at  the  Court  of 
London,  wherein  he  acknowledged  Sir  Walter  s 
polite  behaviour,  and  gave  him  the  character  he 
juftly  merited.  Many  civilities  pafied  between  Sir 
Walter  and  the  governor's  lady,  who  was  of 
Englifli  extra6lion,  flie  being  related  by  the  mo- 
ther's fide  to  the  StaflTords.  This  lady  fent  him 
fugar,  fruits  and  .other  ufeful  prefents,  for  which, 
in  return,  he  complimented  her  with  a  beautiful 
pi6ture  of  Mary  Magdalen,  a  ruflf  finely  wrought, 
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and  fome  extradls  of  amber  and  rofe- water,  which 
were  highly  vahied  in  the  ifland. 

'After  Sir  Walter's  leaving  the  Canaries,  his 
fliip*s  companies  grew  very  lickly,  and  before  he 
reached  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  he  loft  many  of  his 
men,  and  w^as  himfelf  dangeroiilly  ill.  In  this 
weak  and  low  condition,  he  arrived  off  Wiapoco, 
where  he  hoped  to  have  been  ailifted  by  Leonard, 
an  Indian  who  had  lived  with  him  three  or  four 
years  in  England  ;  but  finding  that  he  was  re- 
moved fo  far  up  into  the  country,  that  there  was 
no  procuring  him,  he  ftood  away  for  Caliana  on 
the  coaft  of  Guinea,  at  the  firft  difcovery  called 
Port  Howard,  where  the  Cacique  had  been  alfo  his 
fervant,  and  had  lived  with  him  two  years  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  under  the  name  of  Harry.  There 
he  arrived  in  a  day  or  two,  having  pafTed  by  an 
ifland  remarkable  for  its  being  covered  with  a  mul- 
titude of  birds,  from  whence  he  fent  to  the  Caci- 
que, his  late  Indian  fervant,  who,  with  other  Caci- 
ques, came  and  brought  him  great  plenty  of  cafTavi 
bread,  plantains,  roafted  mullets,  piftachios,  and 
pine-apples. 

In  this  place  he  landed  his  lick  men,  and  had 
tents  pitched  on  fhore,  by  which  means,  both  he 
and  his  people  recovered  ftrength  daily,  from  the 
benefits  they  received  by  the  land  air,  and  the  re- 
frefliments  they  obtained.  He  here  alfo  fet  up  his 
barges  and  fhallops,  which  he  had  brought  in 
pieces  from  England ;  cleanfed  his  fhips  ;  fixed  up 
a  forge  ;  made  fuch  iron  works  as  w^re  wanted  ; 
and  took  in  a  frefh  fupply  of  water. 

Thus  the  Englifh  were  employed  about  three 
weeks  on  fhore,  and  in  the  river.  During  this 
time.  Sir  Walter  was  very  much  carefTed  by  the 
Indians,  with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  acquaint- 
ed, and  by  the  other  natives  of  the  place,  who 
daily  furnifhed  him  with  the  beft  provifions  the 
country   afforded ;  offered   him  their  obedience. 
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and  even  propofed  to  make  him  their  Sovereign, 
on  condition,  that  he  would  abide  and  fettle  among 
them;  fo  high  was  the  gratitude  they  ftill  felt  for 
his  former  behaviour.  Thefe  propofals,  he  men- 
tioned in  his  difpatches  to  England  with  the  great- 
eft  modefty  and  unconcern. 

On  the  4th  of  December  they  left  this  river, 
and  the  next  day  came  to  an  illand,  where  Sir 
Walter's  fhip  ran  on  the  fhoals,  and  was  with  dif- 
ficulty got  off. 

Sir  Walter  ft  ill  continuing  ill,  it  was  refolved, 
that  he  fliould  ftay  with  five  of  the  ftiips  at  Pun  to 
de  Gallo,  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  while  the  reft, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Keymis,  young  Raleigh,  Sir 
Walter's  fon,  and  a  few  other  gentlemen,  with 
five  or  fix  companies  of  foot,  ftiould  proceed  up  the 
river  Oronoko,  with  a  month's  proviftons,  in  fearch 
of  the  mine,  the  men  being  ordered  to  encamp, 
till  the  depth  and  breadth  of  the  mine  was  difco- 
vered.  Sir  Walter  at  the  fame  time  defired,  that  if 
they  found  the  Spaniards  very  ftrong,  they  would 
be  careful  of  landings  as  a  repulfe  from  them,  would 
refle6t  diftionour  on  the  nation ;  and  he  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  if  they  did  not  find  the  mine 
well  worth  their  pains  of  working,  they  need  only 
bring  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  ore,  to  convince  the 
King,  that  it  was  not  a  mere  fiction  of  his  inven- 
tion. 

With  thefe  inftrudions  the  five  lliips  fet  forward 
on  the  loth  of  December,  and  foon  reached  a  new 
Spanilh  town,  called  St.  Thomas,  upon  the  main 
channel  of  the  Oronoko,  where  Antonio  Berreo, 
who  was  taken  by  Raleigh  in  the  ifland  of  Trini- 
dad, had  planted  a  fettlement.  This  town  con- 
lifted  of  about  14  houfes  flightly  built,  with  a 
chapel,  a  convent  of  Francifcans,  and  a  garrifon. 
Keymis  and  the  reft  now  thought  themfelves  obli- 
ged, through  fear  of  leaving  the  enemy  between 
them  and  the  boats,  to  deviate  from  their  inftruc- 
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tions,  by  which  they  had  been  enjoined  firft^  to 
take  a  fmall  party  to  make  trial  of  the  mine,  under 
flielter  of  their  own  camp,  and  then  to  deal  with 
the  town  as  they  fhould  fee  caufe.  It  was  refolved^ 
to  go  on  fhore  in  one  body,  between  the  mine  and 
the  town  ;  but  unhappily  landing  by  night  nearer 
the  town  than  they  fufpe(51:ed,  and  intending  to 
reft  themfelves  by  the  river  fide  till  morning,  they 
were  attacked  by  the  Spanifh  troops,  who  had  been 
apprized  of  their  coming.  This  charge  was  fo 
unexpecled,  that  the  common  foldiers  were  ftruck 
>^ith  fuch  confternation,  that  had  not  they  been 
animated  by  their  Commanders,  they  had  been  all 
cut  to  pieces,  but  foon  rallying  by  the  example  of 
thefe  brave  men,  they  made  fuch  a  vigorous  defence 
that  the  Spaniards  were  put  to  flight.  However, 
in  the  heat  of  the  purfuit,  the  Englifh  found  them- 
felves  at  the  Spanifti  town,  before  they  knew  where 
they  were.  Here  the  battle  was  renewed,  they 
beir;g  aflaulted  by  the  Governor  himfelf,  Don 
Diego  Palameca,  and  four  or  five  Captains,  at  the 
head  of  their  companies,  againft  whom  Capt.  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  a  brave  and  fprightly  young  man  of 
23  years  of  age,  rufhed  forwards  at  the  head  of  a 
company  of  pikes,  without  waiting  for  the  muf- 
keteers,  and  having  killed  one  of  the  Spanilh 
captains,  was  mortally  wounded  by  another :  but 
preflfing  fl:ill  on  with  his  fword,  upon  Erinetta^ 
probably  the  Captain  who  had  Ihot  him;  that 
Spaniard  knocked  him  down  with  the  but-end  of 
his  muflcet,  upon  which  the  brave  youth,  crying. 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  profper  your  en- 
ter prize,  expired.  But  at  the  fame  inflant,  young 
Raleigh's  Serjeant,  thruft  the  Spanifli  Commander 
through  with  hishalbert.  Two  other  of  the  Com- 
manders were  alfo  flain,  and  at  length  the  Gover- 
nor himfelf,  fainting  imder  his  wounds,  was  tram- 
pled to  death,  on  which  his  men  dif}xrfed  ;  feme 
of  them  taking  fhelter  in  the   houfes  about  the 
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market  place,  from  whence  they  killed  and  wound- 
ed the  Englifli  at  pleafure ;  who  finding  it  not 
eafy  to  dillodge  them,  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  and 
drove  them  into  the  woods  and  momitains,  whence 
the  Spaniards  ftill  continued  to  alarm  them. 

Capt.  Keymis  now  leaving  a  garrifon  in  the  place, 
refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  mines,  fome 
of  which  were  not  far  diftant;  but  the  Spaniards 
v^rho  had  fled,  having  taken  pofTefiion  of  the  palles 
that  led  to  them,  Capt.  Keymis  found  all  approach 
to  them  very  difficult,  particularly  with  refpe6t  to 
the  mine  he  had  in  his  eye,  for  the  river  was  fo 
low,  that  in  moft  places  he  could  not  approach  the 
banks  that  were  near  it  by  a  mile,  and  \#iere  h« 
found  an  afcent,  he  received  a  volley  of  mufket  Ihot 
from  the  woods,  which  killed  two  of  the  rowers, 
and  wounded  iii  more  of  his  men,  among  whom 
was  Capt.  Amhurft. 

Capt.  Keymis  finding  the  attempt  very  hazar- 
dous, the  pafiage  Ipeing  full  of  thick  and  impaliable 
woods,  and  thinking  that  the  Englifli  who  were 
left  on  fliore  at  the  Spanifli  town,  would  not  be 
able  to  defend  it,  efpecially  if  the  enemy  fliould  be 
recruited,  he  gave  over  the  enterprize,  and  re- 
turned to  St.  Thomas's,  where  the  Englifli  plun- 
dered the  town,  and  carried  away  the  moft  valuable 
part  of  the  treafure  :  and  the  enemy  not  daring  to 
appear,  in  order  to  ranfom  the  reft,  they  fet  fire 
to  that  part  which  was  ftill  unconfumed. 

Sir  Walter,  upon  the  news  of  his  fon's  death, 
and  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  which  had 
difappointed  him  in  his  hopes,  feverely  reprimanded 
Capt.  Keymis,  and  exclaimed,  that  he  had  undone 
him  ;  obferving,  that  if  he  had  only  brought  loo 
weight  of  the  ore,  though  with  the  lofs  of  loo  men, 
it  would  not  only  have  given  the  king  fatisfa(5!ion, 
and  have  preferved  his  reputation,  but  have  af- 
forded the  nation  encouragement  to  have  returned 
the  next  year  with  a  greater  force,  and  to  have 
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held  the  country  for  his  majefty,  to  whom  it  be- 
longed. 

Upon  this,  Keymis  retired  in  difcontent  to  his 
cabbin,  and  foon  after  a  piftol  going  off.  Sir  Wai- 
ter called  out  to  know  the  occafion,  when  Capt. 
Keymis  anfwered,  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  piftol 
he  had  let  ofF/on  account  of  its  being  long  charged : 
but  in  about  an  hour  after,  his  boy  found  him 
lying  dead,  weltering  in  blood,  with  a  piftol  and 
long  knife  lying  near  him,  and  upon  examination 
it  appeared,  that  he  had  endeavoured  firft  to  ftioot 
himfelf,  but  the  bullet  being  fmall,  had  only 
cracked  one  of  his  ribs,  fo  that  eiFe6lually  to  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  he  had  thruft  the  knife  through 
his  left  pap. 

Sir  Walter  now  called  a  council  of  his  officers, 
who  were  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  retire  to 
Newfoundland,  in  order  to  refit  and  take  in  re- 
freihments ;  but  many  of  his  men  mutinying  on 
the  way,  he  fent  them  home  dife^ily  to  England.  . 

On  his  arrival  at  Newfoundland,  great  difturb- 
ances  arofe  on  board  his  own  fhip,  which  being  un- 
able to  quell,  he  joined  with  the  ftronger  party, 
w^ho,  againft  his  own  inclinations^  declared  for 
returning  to  England. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  arrived  at  Plymouth  about 
the  end  of  July,  when  he  found  the  king  had  pub- 
lifhed  a  proclamation,  requiring  him  and  his  peo- 
ple to  appear  before  the  privy- council,  for  having 
burnt  the  town  of  St.  Thomas.  He  was  foon  after 
arretted,  and  on  his  being  brought  to  London, 
was  committed  prifoner  to  his  own  houfe,  but  en- 
deavouring to  efcape  from  thence  to  a  vefTel  which 
waited  for  him  at  Gravefend,  he  was  feized  near 
Greenwich,  carried  to  the  Tower,  and  on  the  28th 
of  October,  16 18,  brought  from  thence  to  the 
court  of  king's- bench,  where  the  record  of  his 
former  fentence  being  examined,  he  was  ordered 
to  the  gate-houfe,  and  the  next  morning  beheaded 
in  Old  Palace-yard,  aged  fixty-fix. 
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Upon  this  great  occafion  he  behaved  like  a  brave 
man  and  a  Chrillian.  He  made  a  nervous  and  elo- 
quent fpeech  in  juftification  of  his  conduct,  and 
then  feeling  the  edge  of  the  axe,  faid  with  a  fmile, 
''  It  is  a  fharp  medicine,  but  a  found  cure  for  all 
'^  woes/*  After  which  his  head  was  ftruck  off  at 
two  blows. 

All  Europe  were  aftonifhed  at  the  injuftice  and 
cruelty  of  this  proceeding ;  but  Gondamor,  the 
Spanilh  Ambafiador,  thirfted  for  his  blood,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  the  fcourge  of  Spain, 
during  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  King 
James  durft  not  refufe  him  the  life  of  a  man,  who 
as  a  foldier,  a  fcholar,  and  a  ftatefman,  was  the 
greateft  ornament  to  his  country.  That  mean- 
fpirited  prince,  to  his  eternal  infamy,  foon  after 
ordered  Cottington,  one  of  the  refidents  of  Spain, 
to  inform  the  Spanifh  court  how  able  a  man  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  was,  and  yet  to  give  them  con- 
tent he  had  not  fpared  him,  though  by  preferving 
him  he  would  have  given  great  fatisfa(5fion  to  his 
fubje6ls,  and  had  at  his  command  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  as  ufeful  a  man  as  ferved  any  prince  in 
Chriltendom. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

The  voyages  of  Capt.  Gofnold,  Capt.  Fringe,  Capt.  Gilbert,  and 
Capt.  Weymouth,  to  the  countries  then  called  Virginia. 


JLN  the  year  1602,  the  Virginia  company 
fitted  out  a  vefTel  for  that  country,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  who  failed 
from  Falmouth  on  the  26th  of  March,  with  only 
thirty-two  perfons  on  board,  and  on  the  nth  of 
May  arrived  among  the  iflands^  which  form  the 
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north  fide  of  MafTaehufett's  Bay  in  New-England, 
where  finding  no  conveniencies  for  forming  a  fet- 
tlement,  he  entered  what  is  now  called  Plymouth 
Bay,  and  afterwards  went  on  fhore  in  a  fniall  but 
uninhabited  ifle,  which  he  called  Elizabeth's  Ifland, 
and  on  another,  which  he  named  Martha's  Vine- 
yard. Here  fome  of  his  company  fowed  Englilh 
corn,  and  faw  it  come  up  very  kindly.     On  Ell- 

^,  zabeth's  Ifland  he  ere6led  a  fort  for  his  own  fecu- 
rity,  that  he  might  trade  from  thence  with  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  to  whom  the  Europeans 
feemed  to  be  no  ftrangers.  For  the  commander  of 
the  iirft  body  that  came  for  the  fake  of  trade,  after 
the  ligns  of  peace  being  given  on  both  fides,  made 
a  long  fpeech,  and  then  boldly  came  on  board  the 
fliip ;  but  what  was  molt  extraordinary,  he  was 
drefled  in  a  waiftcoat,  a  hat,  breeches,  fhoes  and 
fl:ockings,  but  his  attendants  had  only  deer- 
ikins  about  their  Ihoulders,  and  feal-fkins  about 
their  waifts.  Their  hair  was  very  long,  and  tied 
up  with  a  knot  behind,  and  though  they  were 
painted  all  over,  the  natural  fwarthinefs  of  thejr 
complexions  was  eafily  difcovered. 

On  the  north -weft  fide  of  Elizabeth's  Ifland, 
the  captain  found  a  lake  of  frefli  water,  about  a 
league  in  circumference,  very  near  the  fea,  and  in 
the  middle  of  it  was  a  fmall  ifland,  which  contained 
about  an  acre,  and  this  they  pitched  upon  as  the 
moll  commodious  place  for  building  the  above 
fort.  In  this  lake  they  found  an  infinite  number 
of  turtle,  with  feveral  forts  of  fifli  and  fowl,  whence 
thofe  who  propofed  to  fettle  there,  had  the  agree- 
ble  profpe6l  of  being  in  no  want  of  provifions. 
On  their  vifitin?  the  continent  near  Elizabeth's 
Ifland,  they  found  the  country  extremely  delight- 
ful, and  abounding  in  meadows,  brooks  and  ri- 

-  vers.  They  had  alfo  fome  communication  with 
the  Indians  of  the  main  land,  for  they  traded  with 
them  for  European  commodities,  and  gave  in  ex  - 
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change  for  knives  and  toys,  beavers,  martins,  ot- 
ters, foxes  and  rabbits,  together  with  feals  and 
deer-fkins. 

The  affairs  of  the  plantation  might  have  gone 
on  very  profperouily  had  all  the  planters  been 
unanimous,  but  they  were  folely  intent  upon  their 
private  interefts,  and  upon  making  a  profitable 
voyage.  The  captain  having  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  fome  of  them  to  ftay  in  the  fort,  took 
in  a  large  cargo  of  fafTafras,  cedar,  furs,  &c.  and 
leaving  the  iiland  on  the  i8th  of  June,  arrived  at 
Plymouth  on  the  23d  of  July  following. 

At  the  time  of  the  queen's  deceafe,  a  defign  was 
on  foot  for  profecuting  the  difcoveries  and  trade  to 
North -America,  in  which  were  concerned  feveral 
of  the  gentlemen  and  merchants  of  Briftol,  among 
whom  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hackluit,  prebendary  of 
the  cathedral  of  that  city,  who  was  chofen  to  apply 
in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  was  ftill  con- 
fidered  as  the  proprietor  of  Virginia,  in  order  to 
procure  his  licence  for  that  trade,  and  upon  his  ap- 
plication. Sir  Walter  not  only  granted  him  a  li- 
cence under  his  hand  and  feal,  but  generoully  made 
over  to  them  all  the  profits  that  Ihould  arife  from 
the  voyage. 

Being  thus  empowered,  they  raifed  the  joint 
ftock  of  loool.  and  fitted  out  two  fmall  veflTels,  the 
Speedwell  of  fifty  tons  burden,  commanded  by 
Matthew  Fringe,  with  thirty  men  and  boys,  and 
the  Difcoverer,  a  bark  of  twenty-fix  tons,  com- 
manded by  William  Brown,  who  had  under  him  a 
mate  and  eleven  men  and  boys.  They  were  vic- 
tualled for  eight  months,  and  had  a  large  cargo  on 
board  of  the  goods  thought  moft  proper  for  that 
country. 

Thefe  velTels  failed  from  Briftol  on  the  20th  of 
March  1603,  but  were  obliged  by  contrary  winds, 
to  put  into  Milford- Haven,  where  they  continued 

VOL.    II.  U 
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till  the  2oth  of  April  following,  when  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage,  and  without  any  remark- 
able accident  arrivea  on  the  coaft  of  North -Ame- 
rica, in  the  latitude  of  43^.  whence  they  failed 
fouth-weft,  in  fearch  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
which  had  been  vifited  by  Captain  Gofnold. 

They  at  length  found  in  the  latitude  of  41^. 
and  fome  few  minutes,  a  very  convenient  bay,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Whitfon's  Bay,  in 
honour  of  Mr.  John  Whitfon,  who  was  then  Mayor 
of  Briftol.  Here  they  landed  and  cut  a  good  quan- 
tity of  faflTafras,  which  they  carried  on  board  ;  but 
firft  to  prevent  their  being  furprized  in  the  woods 
by  the  natives,  while  they  were  at  work,  they 
ere6led  a  fniall  fort  or  redoubt,  in  which  they  left 
their  eiFe6ts  under  a  guard  of  about  four  or  five 
men. 

Forty  or  fifty,  and  fometimes  an  hundred  of 
the  Indians,  frequently  came  in  a  company  to  trade 
with  the  Englifh,  with  whom  they  eat  and  drank, 
and  were  very  merry,  and  once  on  their  obferving 
an  Englilh  lad  playing  upon  a  guitar,  they  got 
round  about  him,  and  taking  hold  of  each  other's 
hands,  danced  tvventy  or  thirty  in  a  ring,  after 
the  American  manner.  The  feamen  obferving, 
that  the  natives  were  more  afraid  of  two  maftiffs 
they  had  vv'ith  them  than  of  twenty  men,  whenever 
they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  their  company,  had  the 
brutality  to  let  loofe  one  of  the  maftiffs,  at  which 
the  natives  ran  Ihrieking  into  the  woods.  This  ill 
treatment,  and  the  ereSling  a  fortification  in  the 
country,  probably  made  the  Indians  look  upon 
the  Englilh  as  their  enemies  :  for  foon  after  a  party 
of  them  came  and  furrounded  the  fort,  when  mofl 
of  the  Englifh  were  abfent,  and  would  probably 
have  taken  it,  if  Captain  Fringe  had  net  fired  two 
guns,  w^hich  alarmed  the  workmen  in  the  woods, 
who  immediately  returned  to  its  relief. 
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The  Indians  indeed  pretended  that  they  had  no 
hoftile  intentions,  but  the  Englilh  did  not  care  to 
truft  them  afterwards,  and  the  day  before  they 
embarked,  the  natives  came  in  great  numbers  and 
fet  fire  to  the  woods  where  they  had  cut  their 
fa/Tafras,  which  was  probably  to  let  the  Englilh 
know,  that  they  would  preferve  nothing  in  their 
country,  that  could  invite  fuch  gueils  to  vifit  them 
again. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  they  had  completed 
the  freight  of  their  bark,  and  having  fent  her  to 
England,  made  all  the  difpatch  they  could  in 
loading  their  own  vefTel  with  a  valuable  cargo  of 
fkins  and  furs,  which  they  had  before  procured  of 
the  Indians,  in  exchange  for  the  commodities  they 
had  brought  with  them. 

Thefe  Indians  much  refembled  thofe  mentioned 
by  Captain  Gofnold,  and  among  the  other  curioii- 
ties  the  Englilh  found  in  the  country,  they  took 
one  of  the  boats  ufed  by  the  inhabitants,  made  of 
the  bark  of  a  birch -tree,  fewed  together  with 
twigs,  the  feams  of  which  were  covered  with  rofin 
or  turpentine,  and  though  this  boat  was  feventeen 
feet  long,  four  broad,  and  capable  of  carrying 
nine  perfons,  it  did  not  weigh  fixty  pounds. 
Thofe  boats  were  rowed  with  oars  refembling  our 
baker's  peels,  by  the  help  of  which  they  went  at 
a  great  rate. 

Capt.  Fringe  having  quitted  the  coaft  of  Virgi- 
nia on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  failed  to  England,  and 
on  the  2d  of  06lober  entered  King's  Road,  where 
he  had  the  fatisfadioii  of  finding,  that  the  bark 
was  fafely  arrived  a  fortnight  before. 

In  the  fame  year,  another  attempt  was  made 
upon  the  fame  account  by  Capt.  Bartholomew 
Gilbert,  who  had  been  the  year  before  at  Virginia 
with  Capt  Gofnold.  This  gentleman  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  loth  of  May,  in  the  Elizabeth, 
a  bark  of  fifty  tons    burden,  and  in  his  palFage 
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touched  at  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  and  Nevis,  where 
he  traded,  and  at  the  laft  of  thefe  places  cut  about 
twenty  tons  of  lignum  vitae. 

On  the  3d  of  July  he  failed  from  thence  for  the 
coaft  of  Virginia,  and  in  particular  for  Chefapeak 
Bay,  where  he  was  very  delirous  of  obtaining  Ibme 
intelligence  of  the  manners  and  difpolitions  of  the 
people. 

He  arrived  on  the  25th  near  the  mouth  of  that 
harbour  ;  but  the  wind  blew  fo  hard,  and  the  fea 
ran  fohigh,  that  he  could  not  enter  it,  and  there- 
fore, after  beating  about  two  or  three  days,  was 
obliged  to  fteer  more  to  the  eaftward. 

On  the  29th,  being  not  far  from  the  Ihore,  the 
captain  with  four  of  his  beft  men  landed  in  their 
boat,  and  being  provided  with  arms,  proceeded 
fome  v^ay  up  the  country  ;  but  in  their  march  be- 
ing attacked  and  overpowered  by  the  inhabitants, 
they  were  all  killed ;  and  it  was  not  without  fome 
difficulty  that  the  boat,  with  two  young  men  who 
were  left  in  her,  returned  to  the  lliip  with  this  me- 
lancholy news. 

There  being  now  in  all  but  eleven  men  and 
boys  in  the  (hip,  they  were  afraid  to  venture  the 
lofs  of  any  more  of  their  fmall  company  ;  and  their 
provilions  growing  (hort,  Henry  Shute  the  mafter, 
who  had  taken  the  command,  refolved,  though 
they  were'  in  extreme  want  of  wood  and  water,  to 
return  homewards,  which  they  did,  and  arrived 
fafely  in  the  river  of  Thames  about  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  buiinefs  of  fettling  and  planting  the-  nor- 
thern continent  of  America  being  now  laid  open 
by  the  attainder  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  on  the  ri- 
diculous pretence  of  a  very  improbable  plot,  and 
thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  laft  voyages, 
not  only  giving  a  favourable  account  of  the  coun- 
try, but  obtaining  very  conliderable  profits,  fe ve- 
ra! perfons  of  diitin6f  ion  were  determined  to  pro- 
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mote  thefe  difcoveries  ;  and  in  particular  Henry 
Wriothefly  earl  of  Southampton,  and  Thomas 
Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  refolved  to  lit  out  a 
lliip  for  that  expedition. 

This  veflel,  which  was  called  the  Archangel, 
and  was  commanded  by  Capt.  George  Weymouth, 
failed  from  Dartmouth  on  the  31ft  of  March,  1605, 
and  met  with  nothing  of  confequence,  till  they 
imagined  that  they  were  near  the  coaft  of  Virginia, 
when  the  winds  carrying  them  to  the  northward 
into  the  latitude  of  41^.  30'.  and  their  wood  and 
water  beginning  to  grow  ihort,  they  became  very 
defirous  of  feeing  land,  which  their  charts  gave 
them  reafon  to  expert.  They  therefore  bore  di- 
re6lly  in  with  it ;  but  found  none  in  a  run  of  almoft 
fifty  leagues.  However,  after  much  expedition, 
they  obtained  fight  of  an  ifland  that  was  very 
woody  along  the  Ihore.  It  abounded  in  fruit,  and 
vaft  numbers  of  fowls  ;  the  fea  afforded  plenty  of 
filh,  while  large  ftreams  of  frelh  water  ran  down 
the  cliffs. 

This  was  the  eaftern  part  of  what  is  now  called 
Long  Ifland ;  from  thence  they  could  difcern  a 
great  many  other  iflands,  and  the  main  land 
llretching  from  the  weft-fouth-weft  to  the  eafl- 
north-eaft  ;  they  vifited  feveral  of  the  iflands  near 
the  continent,  and  found  them  very  full  of  timber, 
and  fruit-trees  of  various  forts. 

Among  thefe  iflands  they  met  with  an  harbour 
in  which  fliips  of  any  burden  might  lie  defended 
from  all  winds,  from  fix  to  ten  fathom  water,  and 
this  they  called  Pentecoft  harbour,  from  its  being 
difcovered  about  Whitfuntide.  The  fir-trees, 
which  grew  in  great  numbers  on  the  iflands,  yield- 
ed excellent  turpentine,  and  many  of  the  fliells 
they  found  about  the  rocks,  afforded  fmall  pearls. 

While  they  lay  here,  the  natives  from  the  con- 
tinent came  to  trade  with  them  for  fliins  and  furs ,  in 
exchange  for  knives,  beads,  and  fuch  trifles,  very 
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readily  giving  the  value  often  or  twelve  pounds  in 
their  goods,  for  fuch  Englifh  hard-ware  as  w^as 
not  worth  above  five  {hillings. 

Their  bows,  arrows  and  canoes,  were  like  thofe 
of  the  other  Indians  on  the  coaft.  The  heads  of 
their  tobacco  pipes  were  fometimes  made  of  clay, 
and  fometimes  were  onlv  the  claw  of  a  lobfter  : 
but  they  were  all  fufficient  to  hold  as  much  as  ten 
or  twelve  of  ours. 

The  moil  extraordinary  difcovery  made  in  this 
voyage,  was  that  of  a  river,  which  wasefteemed  by 
thofe  who  found  it,  the  moft  beautiful  in  America. 
They  failed  feveral  leagues  up  it  with  their  fhip, 
and  found  it  of  a  confiderable  breadth  for  forty 
miles  together,  it  being  in  moft  places  a  mile 
broad,  in  fome  three  quarters,  but  never  lefs  than 
half  a  mile.  It  flows  iixteen  or  eighteen  feet,  and 
is  fix  or  ten  fathom  deep  at  low  water.  On  both 
fides  there  are  at  a  fmali  diftance  from  each  other, 
many  fine  coves,  fome  of  which  are  able  to  contain 
above  loo  fail,  where  the  ground  is  foft  ooze  with 
a  tough  clay  underneath  for  anchorage.  Nature 
has  alfo  formed  feveral  convenient  places  like  docks, 
in  which  Ihips  of  all  burdens  might  be  graved  and 
careened.  The  neighbouring  land  treads  along  on 
both  fides  in  a  fmooth  line,  and  i-nftead  of  rocks 
and  clilfs,  is  bordered  with  grafs,  and  tall  trees  of 
different  forts. 

After  they  had  remained  here  about  fix  weeks, 
and  during  all  that  time  carried  on  a  very  profit- 
able trade  with  the  natives,  they  thought  of  re- 
turning to  England  ;  for  which  they  fetfail  on  the 
i5th  of  June,  and  arrived  that  day  month  in  fight 
of  the  Land's  End. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

Patents  granted  by  King  James  I.  for  ere.?ting.  two  Virginia  Comr 
panics.  The  London  Company  fit  out  a  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Newport,  who  fettles  a  colony  in  a  Pe- 
ninfula  in  Pouhatan,  or  James's  river,  and  calls  the  place  James's 
town.  A  defcription  of  the  climate,  foil,  beails,  birds,  fifhes, 
trees,  and  plants  of  Virginia;  particularly  of  Maize  or  Indian 
Corn,  and  the  manner  of  cultivating  Tobacco. 


JL  H  E  above  profperous  voyage  inducing 
many  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  to  wilh  this  trade 
thoroughly  eftablifhed,  they  applied  to  the  crown^ 
for  fuch  legal  authorities  as  were  neceflary,  and 
two  companies  were  formed  for  fettling  this  large 
tra6l  of  land,  which  was  at  this  time  divided  into 
north  and  fouth  Virginia.  One  of  thefe  companies 
confifted  of  the  adventurers  of  the  city  of  London, 
who  were  defirous  of  fixing  a  plantation  between 
34,  41°.  of  north  latitude,  and  the  other  of  thoie 
of  the  cities  of  Briftol,  Exeter,  and  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  who  wanted  to  fettle  in  between  ^di 
and  45*^.  Each  of  thefe  companies  obtained  let- 
ters patents  in  which  it  was  provided,  that  the 
above  refpe6live  colonies,  fliould  not  plant  within 
103  miles  of  each  other.  That  they  (houid  polFefs 
an  hundred  miles  of  the  country  to  the  weftward 
within  the  land  ;  fifty  miles  either  way  along  the 
coaft,  from  the  feat  of  their  firil  fettlement,  and 
all  the  iflands  oppofite  to  the  coaft  for  the  fpace  of 
100  miles  at  fea.  They  were  empowered  to  dig 
mines  in  and  beyond  their  refpe^tive  limits,  to 
the  weftward,  paying  the  crown  a  fifth  of  all  the 
gold  and  copper  ore,  they  (hould  obtain  ;  they 
were  likewife  empowered  to  feize  all  the  fliips  that 
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fhould  trade  within  their  refpe6live  limits ;  and 
even  to  coin  money,  and  raife  forces  for  their  de- 
fence. 

Thefe  two  companies  no  fooner  received  this  ex- 
tenfive  authority  from  the  crown,  than  they  began 
in  earneft  to  provide  for  making  fettlements  within 
the  bounds,  profcribed  by  their  refpe<5live  grants. 
With  this  view,  the  London  company  fitted  out 
three  velTels,  one  of  loo  tons,  another  of  40,  and  a 
pinnace  of  20;  on  board  of  which  were  no  land- 
men, and  every  thing  necefTary  for  fettling  a  colo- 
ny. The  command  of  this  fmall  fquadron,  was 
given  to  capt.  Chriftopher  Newport,  but  the  orders 
relating  to  the  government  of  the  colony,  and  the 
name  of  the  council  who  were  to  be  intrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  it  when  fettled,  were  deliver- 
ed to  them  in  a  box  fealed  up,  which  was  not  to  be 
opened  till  they  were  on  Ihore. 

This  fquadron  failed  from  London  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1606,  took  in  water  and  other  ne- 
ceiraries  at  the  Canaries,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Caribbee  IHands,  where  they  arrived  on  the  23d 
of  February,  and  ilaid  among  them,  but  chiefly 
at  the  ifland  of  Nevis,  about  five  weeks.  On  the 
3d  of  April  they  failed  for  Virginia,  and  on  the 
26th  of  the  fame  month,  landed  at  the  fouthern 
Cape  of  Chefapeak  Bay,  where  they  built  a  fort, 
which  they  called  Cape  and  Fort  Henry,  and  to 
the  northern  Cape  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Charles, 
in  honour  of  the  two  princes  ;  but  the  river  Pow- 
hatan, they  called  James's  River,  in  honour  of 
the  king. 

This  river  they  completely  fearched,  before 
they  would  come  to  any  refolution  about  forming 
a  fettlement,  and  then,  by  unanimous  confent, . 
they  pitched  upon  a  peninfula,  about  fifty  miles 
up  the  river,  which,  befides  the  goodnefs  of  the 
foil,  was  efteemed  moft  capable  of  being  made  a 
place  of  trade  and  fecurity,  two  thirds  of  it  being 
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fiirrounded  by  the  main  river,  which  all  along 
affords  good  anchorage ;  and  the  other  third  by  a 
fniall  river,  able  to  receive  veilels  of  loo  tons 
burden,  till  it  comes  within  thirty  yards  of  the 
great  river,  where  it  generally  overflows  in  fpring 
tides  ;  on  which  account,  this  peninfula  obtained 
the  name  of  an  Ifland,  and  both  the  town  and 
river  received  their  name  from  king  James.  The 
whole  illand  thus  inclofed,  contains  about  2000 
acres,  befides  many  thoufands  of  very  good  marfh- 
lands,  with  as  line  pafturage  as  any  in  the  country. 
The  narrow  padage  rendered  this  place  very  fecure 
from  being  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  to  add  to 
its  ftrength,  they  here  built  caftles  and  a  fort. 
This  was  the  firft  Engiifli  plantatation  that  fuc- 
ceeded. 

The  firft  bufinefs  the  colony  entered  upon  after 
their  landing,  was  opening  their  orders,  when 
they  found  that  feven  gentlemen  were  appointed 
itheir  council,  one  of  whom  was  Captain  Smith, 
on  whofe  (kill  and  experience,  the  company  in 
England  feemed  to  rely,  more  than  upon  any  of  the 
reft  ;  but  the  other  gentlemen  had  fuch  a  diflike  to 
him,  that  they  had  confined  him  prifonerever  fince 
they  left  England,  and  now  excluded  him  from 
the  council ;  but  afterwards  the  planters  them- 
felves,  after  they  had  by  their  perpetual  jars  almoft 
ruined  the  company's  affairs,  were  obliged^  not 
only  to  admit  him  into  the  council,  but  in  a 
manner  to  refign  the  adminiftration  into  his  hands. 

The  fl'iips  having  ftaid  five  or  fix  weeks  before 
the  intended  new  town.  Captain  Newport  departed 
with  them  for  England,  leaving  upwards  of  100 
men  fettled  in  the  above  form  of  government  : 
but  the  fliips  were  no  fooner  gone,  than  the  fame 
feuds  and  diforders  broke  out  again  with  frefli 
violence.  However,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  feuds, 
they  fell  to  planting,  fowing,  building  and  forti- 
fying.    They  a Ifo  carried  on  a  very  advantageous 
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trade  with  the  natives,  of  which  they  might  have 
had  much  greater  profit,  and  have  managed  it 
more  to  the  fatistaction  of  the  Indians,  if  they 
had  been  under  any  rule,  and  not  at  liberty  to 
outbid  one  another.  Thus  they  not  only  leflened 
their  own  profit,  but  created  jealoufies  and  dif- 
turbances  among  the  Indians,,  by  letting  one  have 
a  better  bargain  than  another,  by  which  means 
thofe  who  had  been  hardeft  dealt  with,  thought 
themfelves  cheated  and  abufed,  whence  they  con- 
ceived an  averfion  to  the  Englifh  in  general,  and 
even  made  it  a  national  quarrel.  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  original  caufe  of  moft  of  the  vexa- 
tions the  Englifh  received  from  the  Indians : 
However,  the  former  fubfifi;ed  chiefly  by  the  help 
of  their  provifions,  till  the  return  of  the  fhips. 

But  now  an  object  drew  their  eyes  and  thoughts 
not  only  from  trade,  but  from  taking  the  neceflary 
care  of  their  prefervation  :  They  found  in  the 
ifthmus  of  the  peninfula  on  which  James's  Town 
was  built,  a  fpring  of  water  that  flowed  from  a 
fmali  bank,  and  waflied  down  with  it  a  yellow  fort 
of  dufi:-ifinglafs,  which  lay  fhining  at  the  bottom, 
and  filled  their  minds  with  an  infatiable  defire  of 
riches ;  for  taking  th*is  to  be  gold,  they  were  fo 
Ihipid  as  to  negle6f  both  the  necelTary  defence  of 
their  lives  from  the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
fupport  of  their  bodies  by  procuring  provifions; 
abfolutely  relying  upon  the  power  of  gold  ;  think- 
ing thatWhere  this  was  in  plenty,  nothing  elfe 
could  be  wanting  ;  and  thus  infatuated  with  the 
hopes  of  obtaining  mountains  of  wealth,  they  def- 
pifed  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  in  comparifon 
of  their  own  ineflimablefiiream.  They,  however, 
foon  grew  in  fome  meafure  fenfible  of  their  error ; 
for  by  their  negligence,  they  were  reduced  to  great 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  the  little  they  had  was 
loft  by  the  burning  of  the  town,  while  all  hands 
were  employed  about  this  imaginary  treafure,  fo 
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that  they  were  obliged  to  live  upon  fruit,  crabs, 
and  mufcies,  without  having  a  day's  provifion  be- 
fore hand.  By  this  negle6l  many  of  them  alfo  be- 
came a  prey  to  the  Indians,  while  the  reft  not 
daring  to  venture  abroad,  were  forced  to  be  con- 
tented with  what  they  could  get- 

They  were  in  this  miferable  condition  when  a 
Ihip  arrived  the  next  year,  freighted  with  men 
and  provifions  for  the  fupply  of  the  plantation,  and 
as  they  neither  thought  nor  fpoke  of  any  thing  but 
gold,  they  put  on  board  this  veilei  ail  the  yellow 
fand  they  had  gathered,  with  the  fkins  and  furs, 
for  which  they  had  bartered  with  the  Indians,  and 
then  fent  her  away.  Soon  after  another  ihip  ar- 
rived, filled  with  fupplies,  when  they  alfo  flowed 
her  with  this  imaginary  gold-duft,  and  filled  tier 
up  with  cedar  and  clap  board. 

However,  being  at  length  perfuaded  that  they 
might  apply  themfelves  to  other  labours  more  ne- 
ceffary  than  colle6ting  yellow  fand,  which  if  ever 
fo  valuable,  would  be  always  in  their  power,  if 
they  did  but  take  care  to  fortify  themfelves  eftec- 
tually,  they  began  to  do  this  in  earnefl,  and  by 
the  good  management  of  Capt.  Smith,  made  feve- 
ral  difcoveries  in  James  River  and  Chefapeak  Ba}/, 
and  in  the  year  1608,  they  firft  gathered  Indian 
corn  of  their  own  planting.  But  unhappily  Capt. 
Smith  going  to  make  difcoveries  up  the  country, 
was  attacked  by  300  of  the  Indians,  under  the 
command  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  flew  all  his 
men,  and  taking  him  prifoner,  carried  him  to 
Powhatan,  their  principal  fovereign,  who  would 
have  put  him  to  death  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
tercelfion  of  his  daughter  Pacahunta :  however, 
Capt.  Smith  being  afterwards  releafed,  returned  to 
James  Town,  when  the  prefident  of  the  council 
religning  his  office,  he  w^as  unanimoufly  delired  to 
accept  of  it. 
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While  Capt.  Smith  was  employed  in  making  the 
above  difcoveries,  things  ran  again  into  confulion 
in  James  I'ovvn  ;  and  feveral  uneafy  people  taking 
advantage  of  his  abfence,  attempted  to  defert  the 
fettle  men  t,  and  to  run  away  with  a  fmail  vefiTel 
that  was  left  to  attend  it ;  for  Capt.  Smith  was  the 
only  man  among  them  who  eould  manage  difcove- 
ries  with  fuccefs,  or  keep  the  people  in  any  order; 
they,  however^  now  made  two  other  fett!ements, 
one  at  Nanianiona  in  James  River,  above  thirty 
miles  below  James  Town,  and  the  other  at  Pow- 
hatan, fix  miles  below  the  falls  of  the  river,  which 
lall  was  bought  of  Powhatan  for  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  copper;  each  fettlement  confifting  of  120 
men  ;  and  foon  after  they  made  a  fourth  fettlement 
near  the  mouth  of  James  River. 

Two  thirds  of  the  adventurers  coming  over  with 
a  view  of  having  every  thing  provided  to  their 
hands,  werefublifted  by  the  labour  of  the  other  in- 
duftrious  third,  till  Capt.  Smith  compelled  them 
all  to  take  a  lliare  in  the  work,  which  being  done, 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  ground  was  foon  planted 
to  fubfift  the  colony  in  plenty,  when  by  moderate 
exercife  and  good  food,  they  were  not  only  re- 
ilored  to  health,  but  became  in  a  very  flourifhing 
condition;  and  being  now  no  longer  under  the 
neceffity  of  procuring  food  from  the  Indians  by 
violence,  they  lived  and  traded  together  very 
amicably,  and  Powhatan  fiiffered  them  to  make 
feveral  other  fettlements  in  the  country. 

But  when  their  affairs  were  in  this  profperous 
iituation,  the  arrival  of  fix  or  feven  (hips  from  Eng- 
land, with  a  large  fupply  of  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  between  3  and  400  planters,  threw 
the  wlvole  colony  into  confufion,  which  being 
made  krown  to  the  company  in  England,  they 
obtained  a  new  })atent  from  King  James,  which 
empowered  them  to  appoint  a  governor,  and  they 
prevailed  on  the  Lord  Dela^Aar  to  accept  of  this 
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office.  Whereupon  thatnobleman  made  Sir  Tho- 
mas Gates,  Sir  George  Summers/and  Gaj3t,  New- 
port his  deputies,  till  his  arrival,  and  thefe  gen- 
tlemen fet  fail  from  England  with  nine  fhips  and 
500  men,  in  May  1609. 

Thefe  three  deputies  being  embarked  in  one 
fhip,  were  unfortunately  caft  away  on  the  Bermu- 
das iilands,  which  were  then  uninhabited  ;  but 
they  and  all  the  crew  efeaped  on  fhore,  where  they 
found  plenty  of  provifions,  and  took  polFeilion  of 
thofe  iflands  for  the  crown  of  England,  fince  which 
time  they  have  been  called  the  Summer  Iilands, 
from  Sir  George  Summers. 

In  the  mean  time  the  reft  of  the  fleet  arrived 
fafe  in  Chefapeak  Bay,  where  Capt.  Smith  was  ftili 
the  prelident,  but  both  the  old  and  new  planters 
declared,  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  obey  him^ 
as  another  commilllon  had  been  granted,  which 
had  fuperfeded  his.  Capt.  Smith  however,  kept 
them  in  fome  order  while  he  remained  among 
them:  but  having  the  misfortune  to  be  acciden- 
tally wounded  by  the  explolion  of  fome  gunpow- 
der, it  was  found  abfolutely  neceUary  for  him  to 
return  to  England  with  the  vefTels  that  failed  foon 
after.  But  he  was  no  fooner  on  board  than  every 
thing  fell  into  the  utmoft  confuiion  ;  all  bufinefs 
was  negle6led,  and  the  people  living  profufely 
upon  what  was  contained  in  the  magazines,  were 
quickly  reduced  to  want,  which  no  fooner  hap- 
pened, than  they  rambled  about  Vv'ithout  order 
through  the  country,  plundering  the  natives  of 
their  provifions,  while  they  attacking  them  in 
their  own  defence,  cut  off  great  numbers  of  thern. 

They  were  in  this  fituation  when  the  deputy  go- 
vernors arrived  in  two  iloops,  which  they  had 
built  in  the  Bermudas,  and  thofe  gentlemen  had 
the  mortification  to  fee  that  the  vices  of  thefe  men, 
together  with  ficknefs  and  famine,  had  reduced 
them  from  upwards  of  400  to  lefs  than  eight}^    Sir 
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Thomas  Gates  and  Sir  George  Summers  endea- 
voured all  in  their  power  to  remove  their  imeafi- 
nefs,  and  to  reduce  them  once  more  to  order ;  but 
it  was  all  in  vain,  for  Jthe  people  Ihewed  their 
empty  warehoufes,  their  ruined  fettlements^  and 
the  number  of  their  lick,  obliged  them  to  confent 
to  their  embarking  for  England,  as  the  only  means 
of  faving  thofe  who  were  left. 

But  juft  as  they  were  failing  out  of  Chefapeak 
Bay,  they  were  met  by  a  (hip  in  which  was  their 
new  governor,  the  Lord  Delawar,  who  obliged 
them  to  go  back  to  James  Town,  in  order  to  re- 
pair their  houfes  and  forts,  and  they  had  no  fooner 
returned  on  Ihore,  than  his  lordlhip  fet  before 
them,  in  a  free  and  plain  difcouife,  the  folly  and 
madnefs  of  their  proceedings  ;  reproving  them  for 
their  divifions,  idlenefs,  and  ill  condii^l,  which 
had  occafioned  their  misfortunes ;  advifmg  them 
to  reform,  or  he  fliould  be  compelled  to  draw  the 
fword  of  juftice,  and  cut  off  the  delinquents;  de- 
claring, however,  that  he  had  much  rather  draw 
his  own  fword  in  their  defence,  telling  them  for 
their  encouragement,  that  he  had  brought  them 
fuch  plenty  of  provilions,  that  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  wanting  for  the  future,  if  they  were  not 
wanting  to  themfeives.  He  then  proceeded  to  con- 
llitute  a  council,  and  afterwards  to  furnifh  the  peo- 
ple with  flefli,  for  though  there  were  no  lefs  than 
5  or  600  hogs  in  the  plantation,  when  Capt.  Smith 
went  to  England,  there  was  not  at  this  time  one 
left  alive,  for  they  had  been  either  eaten  by  the  co- 
lony, or  deftroyed  by  the  Indians,  who  had  like- 
wife  driven  all  the  deer  and  other  game  out  of  the 
country,  and  the  Englidi  were  fo  ill  provided  with 
nets,  that  though  there  was  plenty  of  fifh  in  the 
rivers,  they  knew  not  how  to  take  them. 

The  company  had  fent  over  afupply  of  cloathing, 
bifcuit,  flour,  beer  ar.d  other  liquors,  but  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  there  were  hogs,  venifon,  fowl 
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and  iifh  enough  in  the  country,  had  fent  no  cat- 
tle. Upon  which  fir  George  Summers  was  difpatch- 
ed  to  Bermudas  to  bring  over  live  hogs  from  thence, 
for  he  had  found  plenty  of  them  in  that  ifland, 
when  he  was  call  away  upon  it.  The  governor 
alfo  employed  fome  in  fifhing,  but  the  nets  and 
tackle  were  fo  bad,  that  they  had  no  fuccefs;  he 
endeavoured  to  fettle  a  correfpondence  with  Pow- 
hatan, and  other  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  in  order  to 
purchafe  flefh  of  them  for  Englilh  goods,  and  in 
fome  of  thefe  negotiations  he  fucceeded,  particular- 
ly with  the  king  of  Patomack,  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  But  though  Pow- 
hatan had  already  promifed  to  acknowledge  the 
king  of  England  for  his  fovereign,  and  had  on 
that  account  received  prefents  of  confiderable  value 
he  was  fo  exafperated  at  the  Englifh,  that  he  would 
return  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  he  delired  them 
to  depart  the  country,  or  confine  themfelves  with- 
in the  limits  of  James  Town-Ifland,  and  not  con- 
tinue ranging  through  his  dominions,  with  a  view, 
as  he  fuppofed,  of  fubduing  them  ;  threatning  to 
give  orders  for  their  being  cut  off,  if  ever  they 
went  beyond  their  limits.  He  alfo  commanded  the 
meiTengers  fent  by  his  lord  (hip,  not  to  fee  his  face 
again,  unlefs  they  brought  him  a  coach  and  fix 
horfes  ;  for  he  had  been  informed  by  fome  Indians 
who  had  been  in  England,  that  all  perfons  of 
diftindlion  rode  in  thofe  vehicles. 

The  lord  Delawar,  exafperated  at  this  ajifwer, 
had  an  Indian  taken  prifoner,  whofe  right  hand  he 
caufed  to  be  cut  off,  and  in  this  condition  he  fent 
him  to  Powhatan,  with  orders  to  tell  him,  that  he 
would  fend  him  ail  his  fabje6tin  that  manner,  and 
burn  all  the  corn  in  the  country,  which  was  then 
ripe,  if  he  did  not  for  the  future  forbear  all  a61s  of 
hoftility.  This  inftance  of  barbarity  had  its  effe61, 
and  the  colony  lived  for  fome  time  in  peace  and 
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plenty,  making  frefli  difcoveries,  and  forming  new 
alliances  with  the  Indian  princes. 

Mean  while  Sir  Thomas  Gates  was  fent  to  Eng- 
land to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  colony  ; 
when  the  ihips  being  freighted  home  with  cedar, 
black  walnut,  and  iron  ore,  thefe  returns  appeared 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  company  were  in  fome 
fufpence,  whether  they  ihould  not  fend  for  the  lord 
Delawar  and  the  colony  home;  but  Sir  Thomas 
Gates  told  them,  that  if  they  would  fend  over  men 
who  knew  how  to  make  pitch  and  tar,  and  plant 
flax  and  hemp,  they  might  furnifli  England  with 
all  kind  of  naval  ftores.     That  as  the    country 
abounded  in  mulberry- trees,  they  might  eaiily  fet 
up  a  manufactory  of  lilk  ;  that  the  foil  was  exceed- 
ing fertile,  producing  corn,  grafs,  grapes,  and  a 
variety  of  other  fruits :  that  European  cattle  and 
corn  multiplied  prodigioufiy,  and  that  their  colo- 
ny would  never  want  filh  and  fowl,  was  it  provided 
with  boats^  nets  and  engines,  which  would  enable 
the  Englilh  to  fupport  themfelves. 

This  reprefentation  made  the  patentees  refolve 
to  proceed  with  alacrity  in  improving  this  planta- 
tion, in  which  refolution  they  were  confirmed  by 
the  lord  Delawar,  who  having  left  the  honourable 
Mr.  Percy  as  his  deputy,  returned  to  England  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health. 

While  the  lord  Delawar  was  in  England,  his 
deputy  brought  about  a  peaceable  correfpondence 
with  the  natives,  which  at  lad  advanced  fo  far, 
that  feveral  intermarriages  took  place,  and  among 
thefe,  the  Indian  princefs  Facahunta,  who  had 
faved  Capt.  Smith's  life,  efpoufed  Mr.  John  Rolf, 
an  Englilh  gentleman,  whole  pofterity  ftill  enjoy 
the  lands  defcendcd  to  them  from  this  lady. 
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CHAPTER     XI. 

The  tranfa6tions  of  the  firft  colony  in  New-England  with  the  In- 
dians, and  the  furprizing  increafe  of  the  fettlements.  The 
fituation  and  cUmate  of  New-England. 


JLn  the  laft  chapter  we  have  given  an  hiftory 
of  the  fettlements  made  by  the  London  or  South- 
Virginia  company,  and  are  now  to  mention  the 
proceedings  of  the  weftern  or  Plymouth  company, 
as  they  are  ftiled  by  the  writers  of  that  age.  They 
were  for  fome  years  contented  w^ith  trading  with 
the  natives  of  North-Virginia  for  furs,  and  with 
fifhing  upon  that  coaft ;  but  at  length  two  Ihips 
being  employed  in  this  fifhery  in  the  year  1614, 
commanded  by  Capt.  John  Smith,  and  Capt. 
Thomas  Hunt,  the  former  went  on  Ihore,  took  a 
particular  view  of  the  country  of  the  Mailachufets, 
and  had  fome  fkirmiflies  with  the  natives.  After 
which,  he  ordered  Hunt  to  difpofe  of  his  fifli  in 
Spain,  and  then  return  to  England  ;  but  Hunt, 
bafely  propoiing  to  make  a  market  of  the  natives, 
as  well  as  of  their  fi(h,  treacherouily  enticed  27  of 
the  Indians  on  board  his  fhip,  and  then  fetting  fail 
with  them  to  Malaga,  fold  them  to  the  Spaniards 
for  flaves,  at  the  rate  of  20I.  a  man,  keeping  only 
an  Indian  called  Squanto,  who  was  afterwards  of 
great  fervice  to  the  Englifl"i. 

This  outrage  was  fo  refented  by  the  Indians, 
that  for  the  prefent  ail  commerce  between  them 
became  impra6licable ;  and  though  capt.  Dormer 
was  fent  to  New-England,  in  the  year  16 19,  with 
Squanto  for  his  interpreter,  in  order  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  natives,  and  to  fettle  a  colony  near 
MaiTachufets-Say,  the  Indians  refufed  to  be  recon- 
ciled,  and    attacking   the  Engliili,    Dormer    was 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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wounded,  upon  which  he  left  Squanto  on  lliore^ 
and  proceeded  to  Virginia. 

The  patentees  were  at  laft  fo  afFeded  by  thefe 
difcouragements,  as  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
making  a  fettlement.  However  other  adventurers 
carried  on  a  trade  to  New-England,  that  turned  to 
a  very  good  account ;  and  it  is  probable  that  this 
commerce  might  have  been  carried  on  for  feveral 
years  in  the  fame  manner,  without  any  thoughts  of 
planting,  had  it  not  been  for  a  congregation  of 
Brownifts,  or  I nde pendants,  who  being  perfecuted 
in  England,  had  retired  to  Holland,  and  formed 
themfelves  into  a  church,  under  Mr.  John  Robin- 
fon,  thc'r  miniiter,  and  foon  after  proje61ed  the 
defign  of  ffeeking  an  eftabliibment  in  the  new  world. 
In  order  to  this,  they,  by  means  of  Sir  Robert 
Nanton,  obtained  the  confent  of  king  James  I. 
for  fettling  in  America  ;  and  afterwards,  by  means 
of  their  agents  in  England,  contra6led  with  fome 
merchants  for  a  fettlement  on  the  bank  of  Hudfon's 
river. 

Thefe  merchants  were  proprietors  of  the  country, 
and  agreed  to  a  contra6f,  which  bore  hard  upon 
thofe  who  were  to  be  the iirft  fettlers  Mr.  Robinfon's 
congregation,  however,  fold  their  eftates,  and  made 
a  common  bank  for  a  fund  to  carry  on  this  under- 
taking. They  then  hired  a  fhip  of  180  tons,  which 
they  freighted  with  proper  goods  and  merchandize, 
and  the  whole  company,  confvfiing  of  about  120 
perfons,  coming  to  England,  embarked  on  board 
this  veflel  at  Southampton. 

This  (hip  failed  from  Plymouth,  on  the  6th  of 
September  162 1,  and  fell  in  with  Cape  Cod  on 
the  9th  of  November,  a  very  improper  time  of 
the  year  for  beginning  to  build  and  plant.  Here 
they  r^frefhed  themfelves  for  about  half  a  day, 
and  then  tacked  about  to  the  fouthward  for  Hud- 
fon's  River;  but  Jones,  the  mailer  of  the  fhip, 
having  been  bribed  by  the  Dutch,  who  intended 
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to  take  pofleffion  of  thefe  parts  thcmfelves,  as  they 
did  fome  tinie  after^  initead  of  putting  out  to  fea^ 
entangled  them  among  dangerous  ilioals  and 
breakers^  where  meeting  with  a  ilorm,  the  iliip 
was  driven  back  again  to  the  cape,  on  which  they 
put  into  the  harbour,  and  refoived  to  attempt  a 
fettlement  there  ;  but  Cape  Cod  not  being  within 
the  limits  of  the  land  for  which  they  had  obtained 
a  grant,  tliey  alTociated  themfelves  into  a  body 
politic,  by  a  formal  inftrument,  wherein  having 
declared  themfelves  the  fubje6ls  of  the  crown  of 
England,  they  folemniy  engaged  fubmiffion  to  the 
laws  that  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  made  for 
the  good  of  the  country. 

Having  chofen  a  very  commodious  place  for 
building  a  town,  with  a  very  agreeable  country 
about  it,  they  refoived  not  to  trouble  their  friends 
about  obtaining  any  farther  licence,  but  to  rilk 
their  fortunes  where  Providence  had  cafl:  them, 
and  in  confequence  of  this  refolution  went  hard 
to  work,  in  building  a  town,  in  42^.  north  lati- 
tude, w^hich  they  named  Plymouth.  The  planters 
who  agreed  to  ll:ay  in  this  place,  were  about  100, 
including  women  and  children,  and  of  thefe  there 
were  only  nineteen  families  ;  but  fuch  were  the 
fatigues  endured  by  this  infant  colony  during  the 
firft  winter,  that  fifty  perfons  out  of  the  hundred 
died  within  the  fpace  of  two  months,  and  had  the 
Indians  attacked  them  they  had  probably  all  pe- 
ri Ihed. 

They,  however,  faw  none  of  the  natives,  till 
the  middle  of  March,  when  Samofet,  one  of  their 
fagamores  or  captains,  came  and  told  them  that 
his  people  would  be  glad  to  trade  with  them  The 
next  day,  coming  to  them  again  with  other  Indi- 
ans, he  informed  the  Englilh  that  Mallk/ioict, 
their  great  fachem,  had  his  refidence  three  days 
march  to  the  northward,  and  intended  them  a 
vifit.     Accordingly  MaiHifToiet  arrived  on  the  22d 
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of  March^  with  a  retinue  of  lixty  people^  and 
being  received  by  Captain  Standifh,  at  the  head 
of  a  file  of  mufqueteers,  was  condu6ted  to  a  kind 
of  throne,  prepared  in  one  of  the  houfes.  He  was 
of  a  large  ftature,  was  middle-aged,  had  a  grave 
countenance  and  was  fparing  in  his  fpeech.  His 
face  was  painted  red,  and  both  his  head  and  face 
were  fmeared  over  with  oil.  He  had  a  deer-lkin 
mantle;  his  breeches  and  ftockings  which  were  of 
a  piece,  were  of  the  fame  materials,  and  his  arms 
were  covered  with  wild  cats  fkins.  His  knife 
hung  by  a  ftring  at  his  breaft,  and  his  tobacco- 
pouch  behind  His  principal  attendants  were 
drefled  in  the  fame  garb,  and  there  appeared  no 
marks  of  diftin6tion  between  this  prince  and  his 
fubje6ls,  unlefs  it  were  a  chain  of  fifti-bones  which 
MaflafToiet  wore  about  his  neck.  This  chief  had 
not  been  long  feated  when  Mr.  Carver,  the  gover- 
nor came  in  with  a  guard  of  mufqueteers,  where- 
upon MafTaflbiet  rofe  up  and  kifTed  him,  after 
which  they  both  fat  down,  and  an  entertainment 
was  provided  by  the  Englifh,  of  which,  no  part 
appeared  more  acceptable  than  the  brandy,  the 
lachem  himfelf  drinking  very  plentifully  of  it. 

In  MafTafToiet's  retinue  was  Squanto,  who  had 
been  carried  to  England  by  Hunt,  and  brought 
back  again  into  the  country.  This  Indian  had,  it 
feems,  a  very  great  alFedion  for  the  Englifh, 
among  whom  he  had  lived  feveral  years,  and  from 
his  favourable  reprefentation  of  the  colony,  the 
fachem  was  induced  to  make  them  this  frier.diy 
vifit.  At  this  firft  meeting  he  entered  into  an  of- 
fenfiveand  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Englifh,  ac- 
knowledged King  James  for  his  fovereign,  and  as 
an  evidence  of  his  lincerity,  granted  part  of  his 
country  to  tlie  planters  and  their  heirs  for  ever: 
for  the  fachem  being  informed  by  Squanto  of  the 
great  power  of  the  Englifh,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
promifed  himfelf  their  allirtanceagainil  his  enemies 
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the  Naraganfet  Indians,  while  the  Englifh  flood 
in  no  lefs  need  of  his  friendfhip,  to  eftabliiii  them- 
felves  in  this  country.  This  alliance  being  there- 
fore founded  upon  the  mutual  interefts  of  the  con- 
tra(5iing  parties,  was  inviolably  maintained  for 
many  years. 

The  treaty  being  concluded,  MafTaflbiet  re- 
turned to  his  capital,  leaving  Squanto  with  the 
colony,  who  was  extremely  ierviceabie  to  them, 
not  only  as  an  interpreter,  but  by  inftru^ing  them 
how  to  plant  and  manage  their  Indian  corn,  in 
piloting  them  along  the  coaft,  and  fupplyingthem 
with  fiih^  fowl,  and  venifon.  The  Engliili  how- 
ever ftill  remained  fickly,  and  feveral  of  them 
died,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Carver,  their  go- 
vernor, and  the  feamen  were  fo  ill  that  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  fet  fail  till  May,  when  the 
fhip  returned  to  England,  to  give  their  friends  an 
account  of  the  fituation  of  the  colony. 

When  the  fhip  was  gone  to  England,  the  colony 
made  choice  of  Mr.  Bradford  for  their  governor, 
who  enjoyed  that  pofl  for  many  years,  and  faw  the 
plantation  thoroughly  eftablifhed,  though  in  his 
time  there  arofe  great  feuds  and  jealoufies,  on  ac- 
count of  differences  about  religion. 

The  colony  remained  without  a  charter  till  in 
the  year  1624,  ^'^^y  ^^^^  ^  perfon  to  England, 
who  procured  one  that  enabled  the  planters  to  ele6l 
a  governor,  council,  and  magiiirates,  and  to 
make  laws,  provided  they  were  not  contrary  to 
thofe  of  England,  or  encroached  on  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown.  Thus  this  colony  btxame 
firmly  eftablifned  without  any  afliftance'  from  the 
North- Virgin! a  company. 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  of  that,  which  though 
later  m  ponit  of  time,  is  now  become  in  every 
refpe(5f  the  moft  confiderable  ;  for  in  the  year  162^, 
Mr.  White,  miiiifter  of  Dorchefter,  obferving  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Plymouth  colony,  projeded  a  new 
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fettlement  in  MafTachufett's  Bay,  and  while  fome 
of  his  iriends  went  over  to  make  choice  of  a  proper 
feLtlement^  procured  a  grant  from  the  North-Vir- 
ginia, or  :  ew-England  company,  for  himielf  and 
his  friends,  of  all  that  part  or  New- England  that 
lies  between  the  great  river  Merimack  and  Charles 
River,  at  the  bottom  of  MafTachufett's  Bay,  and 
of  ali  the  lands,  &:c.  three  miles  north  of  Meri- 
mack River,  and  three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  Ri- 
ver, and  in  length  between  thefe  rivers,  from  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  South -Sea. 

This  new  colony,  which  fettled  the  town  called 
Salem,  was  fupported  with  the  lame  fpirit  and 
Vigour  as  the  former,  and  loon  after  obtained  a 
patent  from  King  Charles  I.  whereby  they  were 
incorporated,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Mallachufett's  Bay,  in  New- Eng- 
land, and  were  empowered  to  make  laws  for  the 
good  of  the  piantacion,  not  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
England,  and  liberty  of  conicience  being  granted 
to  all  who  v^ould  fettle  there,  great  numberb  went 
over,  and  in  a  little  time  t\\o  new  ffcttlemeats  were 
made,  the  one  ftyled  Charles- Towu^  on  the  north 
fide  of  Charles  River,  ana  the  other  Dorchefier,  at 
the  bottom  of  MaiTachufetL's  Bay.  Soon  after  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Charles-Town  paffing  over  to 
the  oppolite  fhore,  erected  Boiton,  which  is  now 
the  capital  of  New-England. 

As  new  planters  arrived  every  year,  the  colony 
foon  became  over-itocked,  and  divifions  breaking 
out  among  them,  Mr.  Roger  Williams^  paftor  of 
a  church  of  Brownifts,  fettled  without  this  govern- 
ment, and  called  this  his  plantation.  Providence, 
which  was  afterwards  united  to  the  government  of 
Rhode- Ifland. 

At  length  the  Pequen  Indians  beginning  to 
grow  very  troublefome,  it  was  confidered  that  a 
town  and  fort  on  Conne6f  icut  River  would  make  a 
good  frontier  on  that  iide.     Agents  were  therefore 
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fent  to  view  the  country,  who  made  fuch  an  ad- 
vantageous report  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and 
the  iargenefs  of  the  river,  as  induced  many  of  the 
planters  in  feveral  of  the  towns  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  removing  thither,  they  being  already 
ftraitened  for  room  where  they  were. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Hooper,  minifter  of  Newtown, 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  about  loo  of  thefe  new 
adventurers,  who  fet  out  in  the  month  of  July, 
and  travelling  on  foot  with  their  children  and  bag- 
gage, about  nine  or  ten  miles  a  day,  arrived  at 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where  they  began  a  town, 
which  they  called  Hartford.  After  thefe  came 
another  draught,  who  built  a  little  town  which 
they  called  Windfor;  a  third  detachment  built 
Weathersfield  ;  and  a  fourth  Springfield. 

The  towns  thus  built  being  from  fifty  to  fixty 
miles  up  this  river,  a  11  lip  freighted  with  provifions 
for  thefe  planters  at  the  Mailachufeti's  colony, 
came  fo  late  in  the  year  that  its  mouth  was  frozen 
up  fixty  miles  from  fome  of  thefe  plantations,  upon 
which  many  of  the  new  adventurers  travelled  back 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  others  who  attempted 
it  were  frozen  to  death.  However,  thofe  who  had 
courage  to  fi:ay  till  the  fpring,  carried  on  their  fet- 
tlements  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  they  were  not  only 
in  a  capacity  of  fubfiitiiig,  but  of  making  head 
againfi;  their  enemies.  They  had  a  fort  of  commif- 
fion  from  the  government  of  the  MaiTachufetts 
Bay  ;  but  finding  they  had  extended  their  planta- 
tions beyond  the  limits  of  that  colony,  they  en- 
tered into  a  voluntary  alfociation,  to  obey  the  law& 
that  fliould  be  made  by  proper  perfons  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  then  chofe  a  governor. 

In  this  fituation  the  colony  of  Connecticut  con- 
tinued, till  they  obtained  a  charter  from  King 
Charles  the  IL  authorizing  them  to  ele6l  their 
own  Governor,  Council  and  Magift rates,  to  form 
a  political  alfociation  like  that  of  England,  and 
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to  ena6^  fuch  laws  as  fliould  be  thought  moft  ad- 
vantageous to  the  colony,  provided  they  were  not 
oppoiite  to  the  laws  of  the  mother  country. 

Great  numbers  of  people  ftiil  removing  to  New- 
England,  and  the  old  colonies  being  overftocked, 
there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  forming  new 
plantations,  andin.i637,  Theophiius  Eaton,  Efq  ; 
and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Davenport,  finding  there 
was  not  room  at  the  Maiiachufetts  Bay,  and  being 
informed  of  a  larger  bay  to  the  fouth  weft  of  Con- 
necticut River,  purchafed  of  the  natives  all  the 
land  between  that  river  and  New -York  or  Hudfon's 
River,  thither  they  removed,  and  having  feated 
themfelves  in  the  bay,  over  againft  Long-Illand, 
built  New-Haven,  from  whence  that  colony,  pro- 
vince and  government  were  fo  denominated.  They 
alio  built  Guilford,  Stamford  Milford  and  Brain-, 
ford  ;  then  going  over  to  Long- 1  (land,  formed 
feveral  fettlements  there,  and  ereded  churches  in 
all  places  where  they  fettled.  But  being  without 
the  limits  of  the  MafTachufetts  jurifdi6lion,  they 
had  no  charter,  and  no  other  title  to  the  lands  than 
what  they  purchafed  from  the  natives.  The  men 
who  fettled  in  this  country  were  generally  London 
merchants,  who  firft  applied  themfelves  to  trade, 
in  which  they  followed  the  example  of  their  go- 
vernor, Mr.  Eaton  ;  but  they  met  with  fo  many 
loiTes  and  difcouragements,  that  they  refolved  to  re- 
move to  Maryland  or  to  Ireland  ;  but  at  laft 
applying  themfelves  to  hufbandry  ;  they  had  fur- 
prifing  fuccefs,  and  therefore  laid  aiide  all  thoughts 
of  removing. 

While  the  fouth-weft  parts  of  New-England 
were  thus  filling  with  inhabitants,  the  north-eaft 
were  not  neglected  ;  for  as  the  Englifh  frequented 
the  coaft  for  the  benefit  of  fiiliing  and  the  fur- trade, 
this  put  fome  of  them  on  attempting  a  fettlement 
between  the  rivers  Merimack  and  Sagadahock, 
which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  few  years  two 
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counties  were  laid  out,  New-Hampfliire  and  Main, 
and  feveral  towns  built,  as,  >  Dover,  Hampton, 
Wells,  Kittery,  &c.  Thefe  planters  and  traders 
beinsf  alfo  fettled  without  the  limits  of  the  MaOa- 
chufetts  colony,  voluntarily  formed  themfelvesinto 
a  body  politic,  after  the  extimple  of  the  Conne6li- 
cut  colony.  Thus  they  continued  till  being  wea- 
ried out  with  feuds  and  divifions,  they  petitioned 
the  General  Court  of  the  Maffachufetts  colony, 
to  be  brought  within  their  jurifdi61ion ;  yet  in 
1684,  they  made  an  abfolute  refignation  of  their 
charter,  and  the  government  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  until  the  late  revolution. 

In  Ihort,  in  the  fpace  of  about  20  years,  New» 
England  had  above  forty  towns,  and  the  people 
were  in  a  happy  and  thriving  condition. 


CHAPTER    XII. 

The  firfl  fettlement  o£  the  Bermudas  or  Siimmer-Iilands.  An  ac- 
count of  five  perfons  who  failed  from  thence  in  a  boat  to  Ire- 
land. A  defcription  of  thofe  iflands,  and  of  the  plants  and  ani- 
mals'found  in  them. 


JL  HE  Bermudas  iflands  were  difcoyered  by 
John  Bermudas,  a  Spaniard,  after  which  they  were 
frequently  touched  at  by  his  countrymen,  in  their 
paiiiige  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  but  were  unknown  to 
ns  till  the  year  1593,  when  one  Henry  May  was 
ihlpwrecked  upon  tiiern  in  a  French  vefiel :  but 
they  became  much  more  famous  by  Sir  George 
Summers  and  Sir  Thomas  Gates  fuffering  the  like 
misfortune  in  their  palFage  to  Virginia  in  1609,  of 
which  we  have  before  given  an  account,  as  well  as 
of  Sir  George's  being  lent  thither  a  fecond  time  to 
fetch  hogs,  when  he  died  upon  the  ifland,  at  above 
VOL.   n.  .      Z 
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iixty  years  of  age ;  but  though  Sir  George  dire6led 
his  men  to  return  to  Virginia  with  black  hogs  for 
the  relief  of  that  colony^  they  having  ftored  their 
ihip  with  provifions;,  fet  fail  for  England,,  and  ar- 
rived at  White-church,  in  Dorfetiliire,  with  Sir 
George  Summers's  corpfe  on  board,  leaving  only 
the  heart  and  bowels  at  Bermudas,  where  twelve 
years  after,  Capt.  Butler  built  a  handfome  monu- 
ment over  them. 

Thefe  men  gave  fuch  an  account  of  the  country 
to  the  Virginia  company,  that  120  perfons  of  the 
fame  fociety  obtained  a  charter  from  King  James, 
and  became  the  proprietors  of  thefe  iilands,  whofe 
name  was  changed  to  Summer's  Ifiands,  from  the 
above  gentleman,  and  are  by  our  mariners  called 
the  Summer-Illands,  a  name  they  well  deferve  from 
their  pleafantnefs  and  fertility. 

When  Sir  George  Summers  firft  left  thefe  iilands, 
two  of  his  men  who  had  commiJited  fome  crime  for 
which  they  would  have  been  put  to  death,  ftayed 
behind,  and  were  there  at  his  return.  They  lived 
in  St.  George's  iiland,  where  they  fupported  them- 
felves  on  the  produ6lions  of  the  place,  and  built 
a  hut.  Thefe  two  men,  whofe  names  were  Chrifto- 
pher  Carter,  and  Edward  Waters,  alfo  ftaid  be- 
hind Sir  George's  fecond  company,  and  even  per- 
fuaded  Edward  Chard  to  remain  with  them ;  and 
now  Carter,  Waters,  and  Chard,  were  the  fole 
lords  of  the  country  ;  but  they  foon  fell  out  among 
themfelves,  and  Chard  and  Waters  were  going  to 
fight,  when  Carter,  though  he  hated  them  both, 
yet  not  liking  to  be  alone,  prevented  it,  by  threat- 
ening to  declare  againft  the  man  who  llruck  firft. 
At  laft,  neceffity  made  them  good  friends,  and 
they  joined  together  in  making  difcoveries,  in  one 
of  which  expeditions  they  found  a  large  piece  of 
ambergris  among  the  rocks,  that  weighed  eighty 
pounds,  befides  other  fmaller  pieces.  This  treafure 
made  them  almoft  mad,  they  grew  giddy  with  the 
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thoughts  of  it,  and  that  they  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  ufe  of  it,  refolved  on  the  molt 
defperate  attempt  that  men  could  run  upon  ;  which 
was,  to  build  a  boat  after  the  belt  manner  they 
could,  and  to  fail  to  Virginia  or  Newfoundland, 
juft  as  the  wind  happened  to  blow :  but  before 
they  could  put  their  proje<5t  in  execution,  they 
were  prevented  by  the  arrival  of*a  ftiip  from  Eng- 
land ;  for  Capt.  Matthew  Summers,  Sir  George's 
brother,  had  promifed  to  come  to  them,  or  fend  a 
vefTel  to  their  relief.  This  Ihip  was  the  Plough, 
with  lixty  perfons  on  board,  fent  by  the  New  Ber- 
mudas company,  to  make  a  fettlement,  of  which 
Mr.  Moore  was  governor.  That  gentleman  pitched 
upon  a  plain  in  St.  George's  illand,  and  there  built 
a  cabbin  of  palmetto  leaves,  large  enough  for  his 
wife  and  family  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  adventurers 
following  his  example,  it  grew  in  time  into  a  town 
of  confiderable  bignefs.  This  is  now  St.  George's 
Town,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  built  in  the 
American  colonies  ;  for  all  the  houfes  are  of  cedar, 
and  all  the  forts  are  of  hewn  ftone.  Moore  proved 
an  excellent  governor  ;  and  in  the  year  1614  dif- 
appointed  the  Spaniards  in  a  delign  tiiey  had  formed 
of  conquering  thefe  illands. 

This  governor  was  fucceeded  by  Capt.  Daniel 
Tucker,  who  having  a  better  education,  and  more 
experience,  eftablilhed  a  regular  form  of  govern- 
ment, traced  out  plantations,  and  obliged  every 
man  to  build  uniformly  in  the  town,  and  to  plant 
regularly  in  the  country;  by  which  means  the 
iflands  were  much  improved,  and  the  exportations 
to  England  increafed.  He  alfo  eftablilhed  a  toler- 
able militia,  and  placed  the  iflands  in  fuch  a  pofture 
of  defence,  as  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  of 
their  enemies  to  hurt  them. 

The  feverity  of  Capt.  Tucker's  government  gave 
fuch  difguft  to  fome  licentious  perfons,  that  live  of 
them  executed  as  defperate  a  defign  to  efcape,  as 
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Waters  and  his  companions  had  propofed.  They 
knew  the  governor  would  not  give  them  leave  to 
go  off,  and  therefore  hearing  that  Capt.  Tucker 
had  a  great  deiire  to  go  a  fifliing  out  at  fea^  but 
was  afraid  of  doing  it,  becaufe  feveral  ii  filing  boats 
had  been  driven  off  by  the  weather  ;  they  propofed 
to  built  a  boat  of  two  or  three  tons^  with  a  deck, 
and  fo  fitted  that  fhe  ftiould  live  in  all  weathers. 
The  governor  confcnted  to  this,  they  began  to 
build  in  a  private  place,  unde'r  the  pretence  of  its 
being  convenient  for  getting  timber  and  launching 
the  boat.  Thefe  perlbns  were,  Mr.  James  Barker, 
a  gentleman ;  Richard  Saunders,  who  contrived 
the  defign;  William  Goodwin,  a  fliip  carpenter, 
who  undertook  to  build  the  boat,  and  Henry  Puet, 
a  common  failor,  who  promifed  to  navigate  it. 

They  finilhed  the  boat  fooner  than  was  expecf ed, 
and  the  governor  fending  for  it  in  order  to  go  on 
board  a  fhip  that  was  ready  to  fail  for  England, 
the  men,  on  coming  to  the  place,  could  neither 
find  the  boat  nor  the  builders,  and  all  that  they 
could  hear  of  them  was,  that  the  boat  being  tinifiied 
the  night  before,  thofe  who  built  it  went  off  to  fea, 
in  order  to  try  how  it  would  fail  ;  but  at  laft  they 
found,  by  fome  letters  they  had  left  behind  them, 
that  they  were  gone  for  England. 

Thefe  men  had  on  fome  pretence  or  other  bor- 
rowed a  compafs-dial  from  a  neighbour  ;  and  then 
going  on  board  the  fhip  bound  for  England,  ex- 
changed fuch  things  as  they  could  fpare  for  provi- 
fions,  and  one  of  them  at  parting  told  the  mari- 
ners, that  though  they  were  forbidden  to  go  with 
them,  yet  they  hoped  to  be  in  England  before 
them;  at  which  the  mafier  of  the  fiiip  laughed, 
and  away  thefe  fearlefs  adventurers  filled,  witli  a 
fair  wind  and  weather,  that  lafted  twenty  one  da}'S. 
They  then  met  with  a  form  \Ahich  iailed  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  drove  them  a  little  out  of  their 
courfe  to  the  v/eilward;   but  the  Vvind  corning  fair 
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again,  and  continuing  ten  days,  they  went  on 
cheerfiiiiy.  In  that  tioie  they  met  with  a  French 
privateer,  and  went  on  board  to  beg  fome  relief; 
hue  inftead  of  alliftance,  the  French  piundeicd 
them  of  all  the  little  they  had,  took  auay  even 
their  inftrument  of  navigation,  and  then  cruelly 
tiirned  them  adrift.  In  this  miferable  condition 
they  failed  on,  growing  every  day  weaker  and 
weaker.  Their  provifions  were  almoft  fpent,  their 
fire-wood  quite  gone,  not  a  drop  of  frefn  water  left, 
nor  food  for  above  a  day,  when  at  lail,  in  tlie  very 
hour  when  they  expected  to  pei'ilh,  they  to  their 
iinfpeakable  joy,  made  land,  vvliich  proved  to  be 
Ireland,  where  going  on  lliore  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  they  were  nobly  entertained  by  the  carl  of 
Thomond,  to  whom  they  related  their  voyage, 
which  had  lafted  forty -two  days. 

(n  the  year  1619,  Capt.  Tucker  religned  to  Capt. 
Butler,  who  arrived  with  four  good  fhips,  in  which 
he  brought  500  pallengers,  and  there  being  as 
many  Engiilh  before  on  the  iOand,  the  colony  be- 
gan to  make  a  conliderable  figure. 

Thefe  ifiands  lie  in  32^^.  30'.  north  latitude,  and 
in  35°.  weft  longitude,  at  a  vail  difcance  from 
either  continent,  fmce  the  nearell  land,  which  h 
cape  Hattaras  in  Carolina,  lies  at  leaft  2^0  leagues 
to  the  welc  of  them.  They  lie  very  contiguous  to 
each  other,  in  tlie  form  of  a  Ihepherd's  crook,  but 
authors  differ  greatly  as  to  their  number,  fome 
ailerting  there  are  but  300  of  then),  while  others 
affirm  there  are  more  than  500.  However,  fcarce 
an  eighth  part  of  them  are  inhabited,  and  all  but 
St.  George's,  St.  David's,  and  Cooper's  ides,  have 
only  a  few  houfes  fcattered  up  and  down.  There 
are  none  of  them  oi'  any  coniiderable  bigncfs,  the 
main  or  greateft  iOand,  which  is  called  St.  George's 
is  only  about  16  miles  in  length,  and  not  a  league 
over  in  the  broadefl  place.  But  it  is  fortified  by 
nature  all  round,  with  rocks  every  way  extending 
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themfeves  a  great  way  into  the  fea.  To  its  natural 
ftrength,  ef|3ecially  to  the  eaftward,  where  it  is 
moit  expofed,  the  inhabitants  have  added  that  of 
forts,  batteriej^,  parapets  and  lines,  fo  well  dif- 
pofed,  that  they  command  the  feveral  channels, 
and  inlets  into  the  fea.  There  are  no  more  than 
two  places  where  Ihipping  can  fafely  enter,  and 
the  rocks  lie  fo  thick,  that  without  a  good  pilot 
from  the  (hore,  a  vefTel  of  ten  tons  could  not  find 
the  way  into  thefe  harbours,  which  being  once 
known,  the  biggeft  fhips  in  the  world  may  enter. 
But  they  are  fo  well  fortified,  that  if  an  enemy 
fliould  attempt  cither  of  them,  he  might  be  eafily 
kept  out,  Indeed  all  thefe  lilands  are  fo  environed 
with  rocks,  that  they  feem  to  threaten  ail  the  fliips 
that  venture  on  the  coaft  with  prefent  deflru^tion  ; 
and  fo  many  have  been  wrecked  upon  them,  that 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  name  of  Los  Diabolos, 
or  the  Devil's  1  (lands. 

The  air  of  thefe  iflands  has  been  always  thought 
extremely  falubrious,  and  the  appearance  of  every 
thing  very  delightful  and  charming,  whence  people 
have  been  accuftomed  to  remove  thither  from  the 
other  colonies,  in  order  to  recover  their  broken 
conftitutions.  The  heat  in  fummer  is  very  fupporta- 
ble,  and  with  refpe6l  to  winter  they  have  really 
none ;  fnme  even  go  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  there 
is  but  one  feafon,  and  that  a  perpetual  fpring,  in 
which  the  trees  never  lofe  their  verdure  ;  for  though 
the  leaves  at  one  time  of  the  year  fall  off,  others 
bud  out  at  the  fame  time.  But  notwithftanding 
the  finenefs  of  the  climate,  thefe  iflands  are  fubjec^l 
to  ftorms  of  thunder  and  lightning. 

There  grow  here  all  the  plants  found  in  the 
Wejft-Indies,  and  all  kind  of  trees,  herbs,  roots 
and  flowers,  brought  from  Europe  thrive  to  per- 
fe61ion.  Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal fupport  of  the  people,  is  twice  reaped  ;  for 
what  they  fow  in  March,  they  reap  in  July ;  in  a 
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fortnight  after  they  fow  again,  and  reap  in  Decem- 
ber. Laurel,  olive,  mulberry  and  date  trees,  are 
very  common,  as  are  alfo  palmettos,  which  are  a 
kind  of  palm-tree,  and  are  extremely  ufeful,  for 
the  leaves  being  eight  or  ten  feet  long  and  near 
as  broad,  they  cover  their  houfes  with  them  inftead 
of  thatch  or  tiles.  Thefe  trees  produce  a  very 
lufcious  fruit,  in  fhape,  lize  and  colour  refembling 
a  damfon.  Their  forefts  alfo  abound  with  a  variety 
of  odoriferous  woods,  fome  black,  fome  yellow, 
and  fome  of  a  red  colour.  The  berries  of  thefe 
trees  have  the  ftyptic  quality  of  a  lloe,  and  are 
much  ufed  by  the  Englifh  to  cure  the  flux,  which 
they  frequently  get  by  eating  the  lufcious  palm- 
berries  too  greedily. 

But  amongft  a  multitude  of  fhrubs  and  trees, 
peculiar  to  thefe  illands,  and  equally  valuable  for 
their  timber  and  fruit,  there  are  two,  which  though 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  have  a  peculiar 
excellence  here ;  the  iirft  is  their  orange  tree, 
whofe  fruit  in  point  of  lize,  fcent  and  flavour,  far 
exceeds  thofe  either  in  the  Weft  or  Eaft-Indies: 
the  fecond  is  their  cedar,  which  is  firmer  and 
more  durable  than  any  of  its  kind  we  are  ac- 
quainted with,  and  anfwers  in  every  refpe6t  to  oak 
timber.  It  is  therefore  ufed  in  fhip- building,  and 
the  beft  Hoops,  brigantines  and  other  fmall  vefl^els, 
both  for  fervice  and  failing  in  ufe  throughout  the 
Weft-Indies,  are  built  at  the  Bermudas.  They 
have  alfo  a  very  lingular  plant  called  the  Summer- 
Ifland  redwood,  the  berry  of  which  is  as  red  as 
the  prickle- pear,  and  alfo  gives  the  fame  kind  of 
tin<5lure :  out  of  this  berry  come  flrft  worms,  thefe 
afterwards  turn  into  flies,  fomething  bigger  than 
the  cochineal  fly,  and  have  a  medicinal  virtue 
much  exceeding  it.  They  have  alfo  a  plant  called 
the  poifon  weed,  that  grows  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  our  ivy,  but  this  is  the  only  noxious 
thing  in  any  of  thefe  iilands. 
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As  for  animals,  there  were  none  in  the  Bermu- 
das, but  hogs,  infe6ls  and  birds,  when  Sir  George 
Summers  was  fhipwrecked  there  ;  thefe  hogs  he 
found  by  fending  out  two  or  three  of  his  own  to 
feed,  which  rambling  home,  a  huge  wild-boar  fol- 
lowed them,  and  being  killed  was  found  excellent 
meat.  The  hogs  they  afterwards  killed  were  all 
black,  whence  it  is  concluded  that  the  Spaniards 
left  them  there  to  breed,  becaufe  they  were  of  the 
fame  kind  with  thofe  they  carried  to  the  continent 
of  America. 

Thefe  iilands  abound  in  more  fowl,  and  in  a 
greater  variety  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  part 
of  America.  There  are  f^vans,  moor-hens,  teal, 
fnipe,  ducks,  widgeons,  herons,  bitterns,  oiTpreys, 
baldcoots,  cormorants,  and  hawks  of  all  forts  ; 
bats  and  owls  are  alfo  very  common,  and  there  are 
multitudes  of  fmall  birds,  as  wood- peckers,  fpar- 
rows,  &c.  The  Englifn  at  their  firll  coming, 
found  a  fort  of  fowl  called  cow^koes,  that  breed  in 
the  holes  of  the  rocks  and  in  burrows  like  rabbits. 
They  w^ere  extremely  numerous,  and  fo  gentle 
that  they  were  taken  by  hand  ;  but  they  are  now 
almoft  deftroyed.  This  bird  is  of  the  fize  of  a  fea- 
mew.  There  is  alfo  the  tropic  bird,  and  the 
pemlico. 

They  have  as  great  plenty  of  iilh  as  of  fowl, 
and  fo  many  forts  that  authors  have  not  yet  found 
out  names  for  them,  and  in  particular,  they  have 
great  numbers  of  turtle,  which  are  as  good  and 
as  large,  as  any  in  the  world. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

Hudfon's  and  Burton's  voyages  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft 

pafTage. 


W  HILE  thefe  difcoveries  were  making, 
the  merchants  of  England  again  attempted  to  find 
a  new  palTage  to  the  Indies,  by  the  north -eaft  and 
north-weft,  and  in  particular  fitted  out  Mr.  Henry 
Hudfon  in  1607,  who  undertook  to  fail  dire6lly 
north,  which  he  did  to  the  height  of  81^.  30. 
where  he  found  the  weather  in  July  pretty  warm. 
He  propofed  to  have  paffed  round  the  great  tradl 
of  country  called  by  the  Danes,  Groenland ;  af- 
terwards to  fall  into  Davis's  Streights,  and  then 
to  return  home ;  but  being  difappointed  in  this, 
he  undertook  two  voyages  for  the  difcovery  of  a 
north -eaft  pafTage,  with  no  better  fuccefs.  At  laft: 
he  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  towards  the  north - 
weft,  and  fet  fail  on  this  voyage  in  April  i5io. 
He  now  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Davis's 
Streights,  then  fteered  dire6lly  weft,  and  afterwards 
failed  through  thofe  ftreights  that  now  bear  his 
name,  till  he  doubled  Cape  Worfenham,  after 
which  he  failed  down  the  weft  coaft  of  New-Britain, 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay,  where  he  made 
choice  of  a  place  to  winter  in,  that  was  almoft  as 
far  fouth  as  any  part  of  Great-Britain,  in  hopes  of 
performing  fome thing  very  confiderable  the  next 
fpring.  However,  the  hardfhips  the  men  endured 
while  they  wintered  in  this  place,  were  exceeding 
great.  The  cold  was  fo  extreme,  that  it  lamed 
moft  of  the  company  ;  but  during  the  firft  three 
months,  they  faw  fuch  flights  of  white  partridges 
VOL.  II.  A  a 
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that  they  killed  above   loo  dozen,  beiides  other 
fowl. 

At  the  approach  of  fpring,  the  partridges  left 
them,  and  were  fucceeded  by  fwans,  geefe,  ducks 
and  teal ;  but  thefe  we're  hard  to  catch.  They 
flew  from  the  fouth  to  the  north,  and  whenever 
a  northerly  wind  arofe,  ftaid  till  the  wind  ferved 
them. 

At  the  approach  of  fummer,  the  fowls  difap- 
peared,  and  the  men  were  obliged  by  hunger  to 
fearch  the  woods,  hills  and  vallies,  for  any  thing 
that  might  ferve  for  food.  The  frogs,  though  in 
their  engendering  time,  when  they  were  as  loath- 
fome  as  toads,  were  not  fpared,  and  they  alfo  fed 
on  the  mofs  that  grew  on  the  ground.  As  foon  as 
the  ice  began  to  break,  one  of  the  natives  came 
to  the  lliip,  and  fold  them  fome  furs  and  Ikins,  for 
knives  and  hatchets ;  and  w^hen  the  found  began 
to  be  clear  of  the  ice,  fo  that  the  boat  could  move 
from  place  to  place,  feveral  of  the  men  were  fent 
to  catch  fifh,  in  which  they  had  indifferent  fuccefs, 
though  not  enough  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the 
Ihip's  company.  At  length,  fome  of  the  men  re- 
folving  to  get  the  little  provilions  that  were  left 
to  themfelves,  barbaroufly  contrived  to  turn  Cap- 
tain Hudfon,  the  carpenter  and  all  the  lick  men, 
out  of  the  lliip^  and  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
for  England.  This  they  performed  by  forcing 
Captain  Hudfon  and  eight  more  into  the  ihallop 
without  provilions,  though  moft  of  them  were 
taken  fick  out  of  bed,  and  after  that  time  they 
were  never  heard  of  more.  The  leaders  of  this 
mutiny,  did  not  efcape  much  better;  for  being 
obliged  to  land  fi^quently  on  the  defert  coaft  to 
obtain  fubfiftence,  moft  of  them  were  killed  by 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  few  who  remained,  re- 
turned to  England  in  a  miferable  condition. 

Upon  the  imperfe6l  account  of  Hudfon's  Bay, 
received  from  Pricket,  one  of  thefe  men,  feveral 
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perlbns  who  had  already  been  engaged  in  expedi- 
tions for  the  difcovery  of  a  north -weft  pa  Iikge, 
began  to  hope  that  they  had  now  a  fairer  ^rofpe6t 
than  ever  of  bringing  it  to  bear,  and  therefore 
applying  to  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was 
then  the  great  patron  of  learning,  his  hiffhnefs 
refolved  to  fend  one  Captain  Button,  hii  own 
fervant,  and  a  man  of  great  abilities,  courage 
and  experience;  and  accordingly  he  failed  in  the 
year  i6ii,  on  this  expedition;  paifed  Hudfon's 
Streights,  and  then  leaving  Hudfon's  Bay  to  the 
fouth,  failed  above  200  leagues  to  the  north -weft, 
through  a  fea  above  eighty  fathoms  deep,  and  dif- 
covered  a  great  continent,  called  by  him  New 
Wales.  He  wintered  at  Port  Nelfon,  in  57*^.  lo'. 
north  latitude,  where  the  men  fufFered  greatly 
by  the  cold,  and  many  of  them  died,  though  he 
kept  three  fires  in  the  fhip  all  the  winter,  and  had 
great  plenty  of  white  partridges  and  other  fowl, 
befides  deer,  bears  and  foxes.  The  next  fummer 
he  carefully  fearched  all  the  bay,  from  him  called 
Button's  Bay,  back  almoft  to  Digg's  Iftand,  and 
difcovered  the  great  iftand  called  Gary's  Swan's 
Neft. 

Upon  his  return  from  this  voyage,  he  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  great  expe61ations 
were  raifed  from  his  difcoveries,  which  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  farther  profecuted,  if  Prince 
Henry  had  not  died  foon  after. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 
An  account  of  the  fettlenient  and  produce  of  Barbadoes. 


W  E  are  now  brought  by  the  order  of  time 
to  the  fettlement  of  Barbadoes,  an  iftand  that  may 
be  efteemed  the  beft  peopled,  and  beft  cultivated. 


188  DISCOVERIES  OF   THE  ENGLISH 

not  only  in  America,  but  in  the  whole  known 
w^orld.  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  by  whom  this 
fmall  ifland  was  difcovered  ;  but  it  is  molt  proba- 
ble that  it  was  lirft  feen  by  the  Portuguefe.  How- 
ever, the  firft  Engliflimen  who  landed  there,  are 
faid  to  have  been  fome  of  Sir  William  Curteen's 
feamen,  that  were  cruifmg  in  thofe  feas,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  and  they 
at  their  return  to  England,  reporting  that  the  foil 
was  fruitful,  fome  adventurers  went  thither  in 
order  to  plant  it;  but  the  iiland  being  covered 
with  wood,  and  there  being  fcarce  any  other 
animals  upon  it  than  hogs,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  itanfwered  their  expedlations. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  the 
property  of  this  iiland  was  granted  by  that  prince 
to  James,  earl  of  Carlille,  of  whom  feveral  adven- 
turers purchaling  Ihares,  tranfported  themfelves 
thither,  and  began  with  planting  tobacco,  which 
not  fucceeding,  they  proceeded  to  try  cotton  and 
indigo,  which  yielded  conliderable  profit.  But 
little  fugar  was  made  in  the  iiland  till  the  year 
1^47,  when  colonel  Modiford,  colonel  Walrond^ 
colonel  Drax,  and  feveral  other  cavaliers,  not 
chufmg  to  ftay  in  England  after  the  king's  death, 
converted  their  eftates  into  money,  and  tranfport- 
ed themfelves  to  Barbadoes,  with  fuch  machines 
and  implements  as  were  proper  for  carrying  on 
fugar-works,  and  had  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  a  few 
years  colonel  Drax  is  faid  to  have  acquired  an  eftate 
of  7  or  8000I.  per  annum.  The  adventurers  fixed 
their  principal  fettlement  on  the  great  bay,  in  the 
fouth-weft  part  of  the  iiland,  and  gave  it  the  name 
of  Carlille-Bay,  in  honour  of  the  proprietor,  which 
it  ftill  retains. 

Afterwards  the  iiland  was  divided  into  four  cir- 
cuits, and  eleven  parillies,  each  parilh  fending  two 
reprefentatives  to  the  general  affembly  ;  and  fo 
prodigious  was  the  encreafe  of  the  inhabitants. 
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that  in  the  year  1650,  they  amounted  to  between 
30  and  40,000  white  perfons^  belides  the  negroes^ 
who  were  much  more  numerous^  and  frequently 
plotted  the  deftrudion  of  their  mafters;  but  their 
plots  were  conftantly  difcovered,  and  the  moft 
terrible  punifhments  infli6led  on  the  ringleaders  ; 
however,  the  cruelties  fuifered  by  thofe  who  thus 
endeavoured  to  recover  their  liberty,  did  but  in- 
creafe  the  difaiFe6tion  of  the  reft,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  frelh  confpiracies :  notwithftanding 
which,  no  colony  of  fo  fmail  an  extent,  ever  ar- 
rived within  the  fpace  of  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
to  fuch  riches  and  grandeur.  The  parliament 
thought  this  iiland  of  fuch  confequence,  that  in 
1651,  they  fent  thither  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  men 
of  war,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Afcue, 
who  compelled  Lord  Willoughby,  the  governor  to 
furrender  the  iiland,  upon  condition  that  the 
royalifts  lliould  remain  in  the  polfeffion  of  their 
eftates  and  liberties,  and  Mr.  Searl  was  appointed 
governor. 

In  the  Dutch  war  the  colony  was  prohibited  from 
trading  with  the  Hollanders,  who  till  this  time 
had  conftantly  furnilhed  the  iiland  with  negroes, 
and  taught  the  barbarians  to  plant  and  manage 
their  fugars  to  the  beft  advantage,  moft  of  which 
they  took  off  their  hands,  in  order  to  fiipply  them- 
feives  and  the  reft  of  Europe  ;  and  the  barbarians 
were  compelled  by  the  parliament  to  bring  all 
their  fugars  dire^fly  to  England:  this  ftep  was  alfo 
taken  by  the  miniftry  after  the  reftauration  of  king 
Charles  II.  and  this  was  the  foundation  of  the  a6t 
of  navigation,  which  requires  all  the  Britifn  coio= 
nies  to  bring  their  fugars  and  tobacco  to  England, 
and  prohibited  their  trading  with  foreigners  in 
thefe  and  fome  other  articles. 

The  vaft  fucceis  of  this  iirft  fugar-colony  promot- 
ed the  fettlement  of  the  others;  and  as  the  fiigar 
plantations  increafed,  more  hands  were  required  to 
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carry  on  the  work  than  could  at  that  time  be  fpared 
from  home.  This  gave  birth  to  the  Guinea  trade, 
for  fup plying  thofe  colonies  with  negroc  ilaves  ; 
and  as  the  planters  flourifhed  and  increafed,  fo  did 
'their  demands  for  all  forts  of  Britiih  manufa^lures, 
and  fuch  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  as  could  not  be 
produced  in  that  climate,  which  alfo  opened  new 
Iburces  of  trade  for  the  Britiih  merchants.  In 
fhort,  the  a6l  af  navigation,  by  obliging  all  the 
fugar  to  be  brought  to  Great-Britain,  foon  made 
London  the  chief  mart  in  Europe  for  fugar,  and 
there  being  annually  more  imported  than  was  necef- 
fary  for  home  confuuiption^  the  merchants  export- 
ed the  furplus  to  foreign  markets,  and  by  imder- 
feliing  the  Portuguefe,  they  in  time  beat  them 
out  of  almoft  ail  their  fugar  trade  to  the  northward 
of  Cape  Finifterre. 

In  the  year  i658,  king  Charles  II.  purchafed 
the  property  of  this  iiland  of  the  lord  Kinowl,  heir 
to  the  earl  of  Carliile,  and  appointed  the  lord  Wil- 
loughby  of  Parham,  governor ;  upon  w-hich  the 
colony  granted  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  for 
maintaining  the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the 
iiland,  which  duty  is  faid  to  amount  to  io,ocoI.  a 
year. 

The  ifland  of  Barbadoes  is  fituated  in  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  in  13^  north  latitude,  and  59^  weft 
longitude.  It  is  of  a  triangular  from,  and  where 
broadeft,  about  25  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
only  15  from  eaft  to  well.  It  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
a  plain,  level  country,  with  fome  fmall  hills  of  an 
eafy  aicent,  and  though  it  was  covered  with  woods 
when  the  Englifli  firil  fettled  there,  they  have  been 
all  cut  down  to  make  w^ay  for  plantations  of  fugar- 
canes,  which  at  prefent  take  up  almoft  the  whole 
ifland,  for  their  very  corn,  flelh,  and  iifli,  are  far 
the  moft  part  imported. 
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There  is  fcarce  an  harbour  in  the  ifland  ;  the  beft 
is  that  of  Bridge-Town,  in  Carlifle-Bay,  which  lies 
open  to  the  weilward,  but  is  fecure  from  the  north- 
eaft.  This  is  liere  the  conftant  trade-wind,  and 
blows  all  night  and  all  day,  except  when  they  have 
their  tornadoes  and  hurricans,  which  ufually  hap- 
pen in  the  three  fummer  months,  and  blow  from 
every  quarter.  At  fuch  times  th-e  lliips  in  the  bay 
are  in  the  utmoft  danger  gf  being  wrecked  on  fhore, 
if  they  cannot  get  out  to  fea,  and  therefore  they 
feldom  attempt  to  ride  out  thofe  ftorms. 

The  coaft  is  defended  on  the  eaft  from  the  in- 
valion  of  an  enemy,  by  rocks  and  fhoals  ;  and  on 
the  weft,  where  it  is  moft  expofed  to  a  defcent, 
breaft-works  and  jedoubts  are  er-e61ed  for  its  fecu- 
rity.  There  is  fcarce  a  ft  ream  in  the  ifland  that 
deferves  the  name  of  a  river,  though  there  are  two 
on  the  eaft  lide,  to  which  they  have  given  the  names 
of  Scotland  River  and  Jofeph's  River.  However, 
they  have  good  water  in  their  wells  almoft  all  over 
the  ifland,  and  do  not  dig  very  deep  for  it :  they 
have  alfo  large  ponds  and  refervoirs,  where  they 
preferve  rainwater.  The  weather  is  generally  fine 
and  ferene,  and  their  rains,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
torrid  zone,  fall  chiefly  when  the  fun  is  vertical, 
and  after  thefe  are  the  proper  feafons  fbr  plant- 
ing. 

Their  heats  are  not  fo  exceffive  as  in  the  fame 
latitude  on  the  eaft  flde  the  continent  of  America  ; 
the  air  being  conftantly  refreflied  by  the  trade- 
wind  in  the  day-time,  which  increafesas  the  fun 
advances,  and  abates  as  the  fuiT  declines ;  but  there 
being  no  mountains  on  the  ifland,  the  trade-v/ind 
is  not  interrupted. 

The  only  tovv^n  of  any  confequence  in  the  ifland 
is  that  of  Bridgte-Town,  or  St.  Michael's,  in  Car- 
lifle  Bay,  which  was  formerly  encompafled  with  a 
morafs  that  rendered  it  unhealthy  ;  but  this  has 
been  in  a  great  meafure  drained.     Hovvever,  the 
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low  fituation  of  the  town  renders  it  ftill  fubje6l  to 
inundations.  It  is  faid  to  contain  looo  or  1200 
houfes  built  with  brick  and  ftone ;  and  there  are 
commodious  wharfs  and  keys  for  loading  and  un- 
loading of  goods.  The  chief  produce  of  this  illand, 
as  has  been  already  intimated^  is  fugar ;  of  the 
melaffes  or  dregs  of  which^  they  make  great  quan- 
tities of  rum  ;  they  have  alfo  fonie  cotton,  indigo, 
and  pimento.  They  have  fcarce  any  foreft-trees 
left ;  but  their  fruits  are  oranges,  limes,  citrons, 
pomegranates,  pine-appies,  guavas,  plantains, 
cocoa-nuts,  Indian  figs,  prickle- pears,  melons, 
and  almoft  all  manner  of  roots  and  garden -llufF, 
but  very  few  flowers. 

Their  horfes  they  import  from  New  England, 
&c.  and  they  have  a  flight  breed  of  their  own. 
They  have  alfo  fome  alTes,  cows,  and  Iheep ;  but 
the  laft  do  not  thrive  here  :  however,  they  have 
a  great  number  of  hogs.  They  have  good  poultry, 
and  fea-filh,  but  no  frefli  water  fifh,  and  all  manner 
ofproviiions  are  fo  dear,  that  there  is  no  dining 
at  an  ordinary  under  a  crown  a  head.  Frelh 
meat  is  indeed  a  rarity,  and  chiefly  the  food  of 
people  of  condition  :  the  reft  are  glad  of  fait  pork, 
beef  and  fifli,  imported  from  the  United  States  ; 
from  whence  alfo  come  their  wheat,  flour,  Indian 
corn,  beans,  peas,  &c.  They  make  bread  alfo  of 
the  cafl^avi  root,  and  the  negroes  feed  on  yams, 
potatoes,  and  other  roots  and  fruits.  The  gentry 
chiefly  drink  Maderia  wine,  and  wine  and  water, 
and  great  quantities  of  rum  punch  are  drank  by 
the  vulgar.  They  have  alfo  ftrong  beer  imported 
from  Old  and  New  England,  and  liquors  made  of 
maize  and  fruit. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

A'concife  account  of  the  fettlement  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  Nevis, 
Montferrat,  Barbuda,  Anguilla,and  Antigua,  and  of  the  pro- 
duce of  thofe  iflands. 


VV^E  fhall  next  fpeak  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Chriftopher*s,  which  was  called  by  the  Indians, 
Liamuega,  and  was  difcovered  by  Criftopher  Co- 
lumbtiSj  in  his  fir  ft  voyage  to  America.  He  gave 
it  the  name  of  St.  Chriftopher's  from  the  figure 
of  its  mountains,  there  being  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  ifland  a  very  high  mountain,  bearing  on  its 
fummit  another  of  a  fmaller  fize,  as  St.  Chriftopher 
is  painted  like  a  giant  carrying  our  Saviour  on  his 
back.  It  is  fituatedin  17^  north  latitude,  and  is 
about  feventy-three  miles  in  circumferrence.  Sir 
T.  Warner,  an  Englifh  adventurer,  and  Mon- 
fieur  Defnambue,  a  French  gentleman,  whocom- 
manded  for  the  French  in  America,  arrived  at  St. 
Chriftopher's  on  the  fame  day,  and  both  took 
poireilion  of  the  ifland  in  the  names  of  their  refpec- 
tive  mafters.  It  was  then  inhabited  by  the  Carib- 
bees,  and  the  Spaniards  ufed  to  put  in  there,  in 
their  Weft-India  voyages,  to  take  frefli  water. 
Thefe  laft  were  on  fuch  good  terms  with  the  Carib- 
bees  that  they  fometimes  left  their  fick  there,  of 
whom  the  natives  took  great  care. 

The  above  gentlemen  left  fome  of  their  men 
in  the  ifland,  and  returned  to  their  refpe6tive 
countries  for  recruits,  when  their  mafters  approved 
of  their  conduct,  fent  them  back  in  1626,  with 
fupplies  of  men  and  provifions,  and  with  com- 
mifions  to  be  governors  of  the  new  fettlements. 
Monfieur  Defnambuearrived  thereabout  the  month 
of  January,   1627,  with  about  300  people,  after  a 
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long  and  fickly  voyage.     The  Englilh  colony  had 
as  many  men,  and  Sir  Thomas  had  proceeded  a 
good  way  in  his  fettlement  before  Monfieur  Def- ^ 
narabue's  arrival.     The  two  governors  therefore,"^ 
to  prevent  any  differences  among  the  people  about 
the  limits  oftheirrefpe6live  territories,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1627,  fet  boundaries  to  their  feveral  divi- 
fions,  with  this  particular  provifo,  that  filhing  and 
hunting  (hould  be  equally  free  to  the  inhabitants 
of  both   nations  ;    that  the  fait- ponds,  and  moil 
valuable  timber  ihould    be  in  common,  together 
with  the  mines  and  havens  ;  and  a  league  offenlive 
and  defenfive  was  concluded  between  them  againft 
ail  enemies;  after  which  they  proceeded  with  great 
harmony. 

However,  the  Englilh  receiving  fupplies  of  men 
and  provilions  from  London,  throve  better  than 
the  French  ;  and  not  only  became  ftrong  enough 
to  keep  what  they  had,  but  to  fpare  men  for  fet- 
tling plantations  at  Nevis,  of  which  Sir  Thomas 
Warner  took  poilelfion^  and  left  a  fettlement  there 
in  the  year  1628. 

Mean  while  the  Spaniards  being  alarmed  at  the 
progrefs  of  the  Englifli  and  French  in  the  Carib- 
bee  Ulands,  thought  the  fafety  of  their  own  plan- 
tations required  their  preventing  thofe  nations 
from  fettling  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  there- 
fore in  the  following  year,  fent  Don  Frederic  de 
Toledo  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  fhips  and  fifteen 
frigates  to  difpoifefs  the  Englifh  and  French  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's.  Don  Frederic  feized 
fome  Englilh  (hips  near  the  ifle  of  Nevis,  and  then 
anchored  in  the  road  of  Marigot,  under  the  can- 
non of  a  fort  called  the  Balle  Terre,  where  Mon- 
fieur Rofley  commanded.  Neither  the  French 
nor  the  Englifh  forts  were  in  a  condition  to  op- 
pofe  fuch  an  enemy.  Rolfey,  therefore,  after  a 
fmall  oppofition,  abandoned  the  Baffe  Terre,  and 
retreated  to  Cabes  Terre,  another  fort,  commanded 
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hy  Monfieur  Defnambuein  perfon:  but  they  could 
hot  prevail  on  their  men  either  to  defend  them- 
felves  there,  or  to  retire  to  the  forefts  and  moun- 
tains, where  a  few  men  might  have  refifted  a 
thoufand,  and  nothing  could  content  them  but 
embarking,  and  leaving  the  place,  which  Monfieur 
Defnambue  was  obliged  to  comply  with.  Mean 
while  the  Englifh  being  in  great  confternation,  on 
their  hearing  the  news  of  Defnambue's  being  gone 
with  his  colony,  fome  endeavoured  to  efcape  by 
fea  ;  others  fled  to  the  mountains,  and  all  who 
were  left,  fent  deputies  to  treat  with  the  Spaniards. 

Don  Frederic  having  them  now  in  his  poster, 
commanded  all  on  theiiland  to  depart  immediate- 
ly, on  the  pain  of  being  put  to  the  fword,  and  to 
forward  their  going  fent  them  the  Englilh  fliips 
he  had  taken  at  Nevis;  but  as  there  was  not  room 
in  thefe  fhips  to  carry  off  all  the  people  with 
their  families,  he  confented  that  thofe  v- ho  could 
not  embark,  fhould  ftay  till  they  could  be  re- 
moved. 

Don  Frederick  having  made  thefe  regulations, 
weighed  anchor,  taking  with  him  600  of  the  Eng- 
lilh, who  were  iittefi:  for  his  fervice.  Rut  he  was 
no  fooner  gone,  than  the  Engliili  who  were  left 
refolved  to  go  on  with  the  fettlement  ;  when  the 
French  who  were  got  no  farther  than  Antigua 
and  Montferrat,  fent  a  (hip  for  intelligence  to  St. 
Chriftopher's,  and  being  informed  that  the  Spani- 
ards were  gone,  and  the  Englifh  bufy  in  rebuild- 
ing and  planting,  they  rejoiced  at  this  happy  and 
unexpe61:ed  turn,  and  failing  back  to  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's, refumed  the  poffeffion  of  their  former  habi- 
tations. 

The  Englifh  now  continued  carrying  on  their 
colony  till  they  were  able  to  fpare  more  men  for 
fettlements  at  Burbuda,  Montferrat  and  Antigua, 
which  were  peopled  and  planted  by  Sir  Thomas 
Warner.  At  the  fame  time  the  Dutch  made  them- 
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felves  mafters  of  St.  Euftatia,  and  the  Freach  took 
pofTeffion  of  fonie  other  iflands.  Monfieur  Def- 
nambue  died  about  the  the  year  1637,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Warner  did  not  long  furvive  him  ;  but 
before  this  laft  gentleman's  death,  the  colony  was 
fo  increafed,  that  the  Englifti  in  the  illand  amount^ 
ed  to  between  12  and  13,000. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  firft  planters,  was 
cultivating  tobacco,  by  which  they  gained  a  com- 
petent livelihood  ;  but  afterwards,  the  quantity 
lowering  the  price,  they  in  feveral  places  applied 
themfelves  to  the  planting  of  fugar,  ginger,  indigo, 
and  cotton,  and  in  a  little  time  became  a  rich  and 
fiouriihing  people  ;  both  the  French  and  Englifh 
living  cordially  together. 

Though  St.  Chriftopher's  is  the  largeft  of  all 
the  Caribbee  iflands,  the  middle  part  of  it  being 
extremely  mountainous,  it  is  thought  there  are 
not  above  24,000  acres  of  land  fit  for  fugar  in  the 
whole  ifland,  and  yet  it  annually  produces  about 
10,000  hogfheads  of  that  valuable  commodity. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  Sir  Thomas 
Warner  fettled  Nevis  or  Mevis  about  theyear  1628, 
and  notwithftanding  the  Englifh  had  been  dif- 
pofTefTed  by  the  Spaniards,  as  has  been  already 
related,  the  inhabitants  of  that  illand  in  twenty 
years  amounted  to  at  leaft  4000  people,  and  they 
continued  increafmg  in  the  fame  manner,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  having  no  enemy  to  ftruggle 
with,  but  the  hurricanes,  which  generally  vifited 
them  once  a  year. 

When  Sir  William  Stapleton  was  governor  of 
thefe  iflands,  he  ufually  made  this  the  place  of  his 
refidence,  and  mofl  of  the  affairs  of  government 
were  traniacled  here  ;  for  each  of  the  Lee -ward 
iflands  has  a  particular  lieutenant-governor,  coun- 
cil, and  alTembly,  while  the  general  governnicnt 
centers  in  the  captain-general.  - 
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In  the  reign  of  King  James  the  II.  Nevis  fup- 
plied  the  others  with  ahiioil  all  their  wines  and 
negroes,  and  was  computed  to  contain  above 
10,000  perfons  belides  the  negroes,  who  amounted 
to  above  20,000  What  prodigious  improvement 
muft  then  have  been  made  of  this  iittie  ifland, 
which  is  not  more  than  twenty  miles  in  circum- 
ference, to  render  it  capable  of  maintaining  above 
30,000  men,  women  and  children  !  Its  annual 
produce  is  about  6000  hogiheads  of  fugar. 

The  ifland  of  Montferrat  fo  called  by  the  Spa- 
niards, from  its  refembling  a  mountain  in  Catdlo- 
nia  of  the  fame  name,  famous  for  a  chapel  dedicated 
to  the  Blefled  Virgin,  is  fituated  in  17^.  north 
latitude,  and  is  about  three  leagues  in  length, 
and  almoft  as  much  in  breadth,  fo  that  it  feems  to 
be  round.  It  was  difcovered  by  Columbus,  at  the 
fame  time  with  St.  Chrillopher's,  but  no  fettle- 
men  t  was  made  upon  it,  till  Sir  Thomas  Warner 
procured  a  fmall  colony  to  fettle  there,  in  1632, 

This  ifland  at  firft  flourifhed  more  than  Antigua; 
but  iince  the  lord  Willoughby's  time,  the  latter 
has  got  and  kept  the  ftart  of  it.  Sixteen  years 
after  its  being  iirft  inhabited,  there  were  700  men 
in  the  illand,  and  the  rolls  of  the  militia  amounted 
to  360. 

The  climate^  foil,  animals,  trade  and  produc- 
tions of  Montferrat,  are  the  f'lme  with  thofe  of  the 
other  Caribbee  iflands.  This,  however,  is  fuller 
of  mountains,  which  are  covered  with  cedars  and 
other  trees,  that  afford  a  mod  delightful  profpe^ 
from  the  fea.  The  vallies  are  fruitful,  and  better 
fupplied  with  freili  water  than  thofe  of  Antigua  ; 
and  it  is  computed,  that  at  prefent  there  are  in 
this  illand  about  4500  white  people,  and  about 
12,000  negroes.  As  Montferrat  is  lefs  than  any 
other  of  the  Caribbee  iilands,  it  annually  pi'oduce$ 
only  25:00  and  fonietimes  3000  hogflieads  of  fugar. 
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The  ifland  of  Barbuda,  which  was  planted  by 
Sir  Thomas  Warner  as  early  as  Montferrat,  is 
fituated  in  17*^.  30'.  north  latitude,  and  is  about 
fif.een  miles  long.  The  firit  colony  was  fo  often 
difturbed  by  the  Caribbees,  that  the  people  were 
frequently  forced  to  defert  their  plantations;  for 
they  hardly  pafTed  a  year  in  which  they  did  not 
make  one  or  two  incurlions,  and  that  generally  in 
the  night,  for  they  durft  not  attack  them  by  day  ; 
fo  that  the  Engliih  grew  weary  of  dwelling  in  a 
place  where  they  were  fo  much  expofed  to  the  fury 
of  the  natives  ;  and  therefore  deferted  the  ifiand  : 
but  the  Caribbees  diminifliing  daily  in  number, 
and  the  Europeans  in  the  other  illands  increafmg, 
the  Englidi  again  poiTelFed  thernfelves  of  Barbuda; 
in  a  few  vears  the  inhabitants  amounted  to  500, 
and  they  are  now  increafed  to  about  1200  peribns. 
The  proprietor  choofes  the  governor,  and  has  the 
fame  privileges  as  the  ocher  lords-proprietors  in 
their  feveral  jurifdi6iions  in  America.  The  inha- 
bitants apply  themfelves  chiefly  10  the  breeding  of 
cattle,  for  which  there  is  always  a  good  market  in 
the  fugar-i (lands. 

The  next  plantation  is  that  of  Anguilla  or 
Snake-Ifiand,  io  called  from  its  figure  ;  it  being 
long,  narrow  and  winding  almoit  about.  It  is 
near  St.  Martin's,  from  whence  it  maybe  feen, 
and  lies  in  18"^.  12'.  north  latitude.  The  country 
is  extremely  level,  and  there  is  not  a  mountain  in 
it ;  however,  it  is  very  woody.  In  the  broadeft 
part  of  it  there  is  a  pond,  about  which  the  Englifli 
fettled  in  the  year  1650,  and  applied  themfelves 
to  the  planting  of  corn  and  the  breeding  of  tame 
cattle.  They  were  afterwards  joined  by  fome  peo- 
ple from  Barbadoes  and  other  of  the  Englifli  Ca- 
ribbee-illands,  who  incorporating  with  the  reft, 
learned  their  manners,  and  though  they  are  faid 
to  amount  to  about  150  families  or  900  fouls,  yet 
they   have  neither  minifter  or  magillrate  among 
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them.  They  apply  themfelves  to  farming,  in 
which  they  have  had  very  good  fuccefs,  and  live 
like  the  old  patriarchs^  every  man  being  a  kind  of 
fovereign  in  his  own  family. 

Antigua  or  Antego,  is  the  laft  of  thefe  illands 
fettled  by  the  Engliih.  Sir  Thomas  Warner  at- 
tempted to  form  a  fettlement  there,  but  without 
fuccefs.  However,  Francis  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  was  governor  of  Barbadoes,  obtained  a  grant 
of  the  illand  of  Antigua,  in  1663,  from  King 
Charles  II.  and  planted  a  colony  in  it  about  three 
years  after.  It  is  iituated  in  16°.  11'.  north  lati- 
tude, and  in  6^'^.  weft  longitude  from  London. 
It  is  of  a  circular  form,  about  twenty  miles  diame- 
ter, and  near  fixty  in  circumference.  The  climate 
is  far  from  being  agreeable,  fmce  it  is  hotter  than 
in  Barbadoes,  and  very  fubje6l  to  hurricanes. 
The  foil  too  is  fandy,  and  great  part  of  the  land 
is  overgrown  with  wood.  The  greateft  difadvan- 
tage  is,  there  being  but  few  fprings,  and  not  fo 
much  as  a  lingle  brook  in  the  whole  ifland  ;  fo  that 
the  people  depend  chiefly  upon  rain  water,  for 
which  they  are  fometimes  diftreiled ;  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  inconveniences,  it  is  a  very  conli- 
derable  and  a  very  thriving  plantation. 

Antigua  is  divided  into  five  pariflies,  four  of 
which  are  towns,  as  St  John's- Town  to  the  north- 
ward, which  is  the  capital  of  the  illand,  and  con  lids 
of  about  200  houfes  ;  and  Falmouth,  Parham  and 
Bridge-Town,  to  the  fouthward.  The  other  pariOi 
is  St.  Peter's. 

Befides  St.  John's  harbour,  which  is  the  mofi: 
commodious,  there  are  oth.er  very  good  ones,  as 
Five- Ifland  Harbour,  fo  called  from  five  little 
iflands  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifle  of  Carlifle-bay  ; 
Englifli  Harbour,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  Fal- 
mouth Town,  defended  by  Charles  fort ;  next  to 
it  is  Willoughby  Bay  ;  on  the  eaft  fliore  Green  Bay  ; 
of  which  is  Green-Ifland  ;  next  to  this  is  Nonfuch 
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Harbour,  which  is  a  fpacious  bay.  There  are  alfo 
feveral  little  ifiands^  particularly  to  the  northward. 
The  forts  are  in  pretty  good  repair ;  Monk's  Hill 
fort  is  mounted  with  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance ; 
the  other  fort  ere61ed  at  St.  John's  Harbour,  is 
mounted  with  fourteen  ;  and  there  are  feven  other 
batteries  for  the  defence  of  lb  many  landing-places. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

Maryland  planted  by  Leonard  Calvert,  Efq. 


ARYLAND  was  efleemed  a  part  of 
Virginia,  till  the  year  1632,  when  king  Charles  I. 
made  a  grant  of  all  the  country  not  then  planted, 
on  the  north  of  Potowmac  River,  to  Cecilius  Cal- 
vert, Lord  Baltimore,  and  his  heirs,  and  this  part 
of  the  country  was  afterwards  called  Maryland,  in 
honour  of  Henrietta-Maria,  the  Queen  Confort. 
The  Lord  Baltimore  fent  his  brother,  Leonard 
Calvert,  Efq ;  with  fome  Roman  Catholic  gentle- 
men, and  other  adventurers,  to  the  number  of  200, 
to  take  poffefiion  of  the  country,  who  failing  from 
England  on  the  23d  of  November,  1633,  arrived 
at  Point  Comfort,  in  Chefapeak  bay,  on  the  24th 
of  February  following,  where  being  fupplied  with 
provifions  by  the  Englifh  of  Virginia,  they  con- 
tinued their  voyage  northward  to  the  river  Potow- 
mac, which  was  appointed  the  boundary  between 
Virginia  and  Maryland. 

The  adventurers  failed  up  this  river,  and  land- 
ing at  feveral  places  on  the  northern  fhore,  inform- 
ed  the  inhabitants,  that  they  were  come  to  trade 
and  fettle  among  them  ;  but  though  the  natives 
did  not  feem  to  defire  their  company,  no  a6ls  of 
hoftiiity  were  committed  on  either  fide,  and  the 
Englilh  returning  down  the  I'iver  Potowmac  again. 
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chofe  a  place  near  the  mouth  of  a  river  which  falls 
into  it,  and  which  they  called  St.  George's  River, 
and  there  fettled  their  firft  colony.  They  after- 
wards advanced  to  an  Indian  town  called  Yeamaco, 
the  capital  of  the  country,  and  at  a  conference 
with  the  Weorance,  or  fovereign  of  the  place,  to 
whom  they  made  coniiderable  prefents,  the  Weo- 
rance consented,  that  the  Englilh  fhould  dwell  in 
one  part  of  the  town,  and  his  own  people  in  the 
other  till  after  harveft,  and  that  being  over,  they 
Ihould  refign  the  whole  to  the  Englifli,  and 
retire  farther  into  the  country,  which  they  accord- 
ingly did.  It  was  alfo  agreed  on  both  fides,  that 
if  any  wrong  was  done  by  either  party,  the  nation 
offending  fhould  make  full  fatisfa6tion.  The  rea- 
fon  why  the  Yeamaco  Indians  were  fo  ready  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  Englifh,  and  to  yield 
them  a  part  of  their  country,  was  the  hopes  of 
obtaining  their  prote6lion  and  afliftance  againffc 
their  northern  neighbours,  the  Sufquahannah  In- 
dians, with  whom  they  were  then  at  war. 

The  Englilh  having  thus  obtained  the  pofTeflion 
of  the  town,  gave  it  the  name  of  St.  Mary's,  and 
immediately  applied  themfelves  with  great  diligence 
in  cultivating  the  ground,  andraifing  Indian  corn, 
while  the  natives  went  every  day  into  the  woods 
to  hunt  for  game,  bringing  venifon  and  turkeys 
to  the  Englifh  colony  in  great  plenty,  for  which 
they  received  knives,  tools  and  toys.  Thus  both 
nations  lived  in  the  greateft  friendfhip,  doing  mu- 
taul  good  offices  to  each  other,  till  fome  of  the 
Englifh  in  Virginia,  envying  the  happinefsof  this 
thriving  colony,  wickedly  fuggefted  to  the  Indians, 
that  thefe  ftrangers  were  not  really  Englilh,  as 
they  pretended,  but  Spaniards,  and  would  enflave 
them,  as  they  had  done  many  of  their  country- 
men. 

The  Indians  being  fo  credulous  as  to  believe  this 
report,    grew  jealous  of  Mr.  Calvert,  and  made 
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preparations  for  attacking  the  colony,  which  the 
Englilh  perceiving,  flood  upon  their  guard,  and 
ere^^ed  a  tort  for  their  fecurity,  on  which  they 
planted  feveral  pieces  of  ordnance,  at  the  firing 
whereof,  the  natives  were  fo  terrified,  that  they 
abandoned  their  country,  and  left  the  Englifh  in 
full  pofiTeflfion  of  it,  who  continually  receiving  fup- 
plres,  and  reinforcements  from  England,  foon  be- 
came a  flourifhing  people,  many  Catholic  families 
of  quality  and  fortune  tranfporting  themfelves 
thither,  to  avoid  the  penal  laws  made  againfi:  them 
in  England;  and  no  country  in  America  can  boafi: 
of  having  had  fewer  difl:urbances  on  account  of  re- 
ligion. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

An  account  of  the conqueft  of  Jamaica.  A  defcripition  of  that 
ifl and  and  its  produftions,  particularly  the  Cacao,  or  Choco- 
late-Nut, Pimento,  or  Jamaica  Pepper,  the  wild  Cinnamon- 
Tree,  and  the  manner  in  which  Indigo  is  cultivated  and  pre- 
pared. 


Oliver  CROMWELL  being  fenfible  of 
the  advantages  the  Spaniards  obtained  from  their 
provinces  in  America,  formed  a  project  for  taking 
from  them  the  fine  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  and,  for 
that  purpofe  fent  a  confiderable  fquadron  of  men 
of  war  commanded  by  general  Penn,  with  a  fleet 
of  tranfports  under  general  Venables,  with  which 
they  failed  from  Portfmouth,  and  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes  on  the  15th  of  January,  1^54.  They 
afterwards  failed  to  Hifpaniola,  where  being  repulf- 
ed  with  lofs,  it  was  refolved  to  try  what  could  be 
done  againft  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 


6n>/rm>t7  fr^f'SAaffus. 
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The  fleet  and  troops  being  arrived  at  this  laft 
ifland,  general  Venables  ilTued  orders,  that  if  any 
man  attempted  to  run  away^  the  next  man  to  him 
ihould  put  him  to  death,  and  that  if  he  failed  to 
do  it,  he  fhould  be  liable  to  be  tried  for  his  life. 
The  troops  were  no  fooner  landed  than  they  ad- 
vanced towards  the  fort,  which  they  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  with  little  lofs,  and  the  next 
morning  when  the  fun  arofe,  began  to  march  to- 
wards the  Savannah  near  the  town,  when  fome 
Spaniards  coming  forwards  defi red  to  treat;  but; 
this  that  general  refufed,  unlefs  they  would  fend 
his  men  a  conftant  fupply  of  provifions,  of  which 
they  were  in  great  want,  and  to  this  the  Spaniards 
confented,  and  a6lually  performed  their  promife. 
After  which  the  following  articles  were  at  laft 
agreed  upon.  That  all  the  forts,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  necefiTaries  of  war  :  that  all  the  fliipping 
in  the  harbours  of  theifland  ;  and  all  wares,  mer- 
chandize, &c.  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  general 
Venables,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Prote6lor  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  England.  That  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ifland,  except  fome  that  were  par- 
ticularly named,  fliould  have  their  lives  granted. 
That  thofe  who  chofe  it,  ihould  have  leave  to  flay, 
and  the  others  to  be  tranfported  to  New-Spain,  or 
fome  other  of  his  Catholic  Majeily's  dominions 
in  America,  together,  with  their  apparel,  books 
and  papers.  That  the  commiiion-officers  alone 
at  their  departure  ihould  be  permitted  to  wear 
their  rapiers  and  poynards^  and  that  the  artificers 
and  meaner  fort  of  the  people,  fliould  be  permit- 
ted to  remain  in  the  iiland,  and  to  enjoy  their 
goods,  provided  they  conformed  to  the  laws  that 
fhould  be  eftabliHied.. 

Thus  the  fine  ifland  of  Jamacia  was  fubdued, 
and  though  the  Spaniardscontinued  to  lurk  about 
fome  parts  of  it  for  feveral  years  afterwards,  and 
once  made  a  bold  attempt  to  recover  the  place. 
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yet  colonel  Doyly  forced  them  to  withdraw,  and 
fo  effectually  reduced  the  whole  iflaod,  that  at  the 
reftoration  the  Spaniards  yielded  it  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain  to  which  it  has  belonged  ever 
lince ;  and  is  the  nobleft  polTeffion  they  have  in 
thofe  parts. 

Jamaica  is  fituated  in  between  17  and  18°  north 
latitude,  and  between  76  and  79^  well:  longitude. 
It  is  140  miles  in  length,  and  in  the  middle  about 
60  in  breadth,  growing  lefs  towards  each  end. 
It  is  about  twenty  leagues  eaft  of  Hifpaniola,  and 
as  many  fouth  of  Cuba,  and  is  upwards  of  150 
leagues  to  the  north-ward  of  Porto  Bello  and 
Carthagena.  The  whole  ifland  is  one  continued 
ridge  of  hills,  which  run  from  eaft  to  weft  through 
the  middle  of  it,  and  are  generally  called  the  Blue 
Mountains  ;  and  on  each  lide  there  are  other  hills 
much  lower.  The  mountainous  part  is  very  fteep 
and  furrowed  on  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the 
higheft  hills,  by  very  deep  channels,  made  by 
violent  rains,  which  almoft  every  day  fall  on  the 
mountains,  and  firft  wearing  a  fmall  channel  for 
their  pafFage  and  afterwards  carrying  all  before 
them,  make  their  channels  extremely  deep.  All 
the  high  lands  are  covered  with  woods,  in  which 
there  is  very  good  timber,  though  the  foil  is  there 
extremely  barren,  and  they  are  obliged  to  (hoot 
their  fibrous  roots  into  the  crannies  of  the  rocks. 
Moft  of  the  favannahs,  or  plains  fit  for  pafture  and 
cleared  of  wood,  are  like  our  meadow  land,  and 
lie  near  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  where  a  per- 
fon  may  ride  many  miles  without  meeting  with 
the  leaft  afcent ;  fome  of  thefe  plains  are  within 
land  encircled  with  hills.  Thefe  favannahs  are 
very  green  and  pleafant  after  rain,  but  after  a  long 
drought  look  yellow  and  parched. 

The  chief  ports  in  the  ifland  are  Port  Royal, 
which  is  a  fine  capacious  harbour;  Old  Harbour, 
which  lies  itwtn  or  eight  miles  weft  of  St.  Jago  ; 
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Port  Moraiit  at  the  eaft  end,  and  Point  Negril,  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  ;  befides  which  there 
are  feveral  others  on  the  fouth  and  north  fides. 
But  it  is  dangerous  approaching  the  coaft  without 
a  pilot,  on  account  of  the  coral  rocks  with  which 
it  is  alnioft  furrounded. 

There  are  near  loo  rivers  in  Jamacia,  but  none 
of  them  navigable  ;  forrifing  in  the  mountains  in 
the  middle  of  the  ifland,  they  precipitate  them- 
felves  down  the  rocks  to  the  north  and  fouth, 
falling  into  the  fea  before  they  have  ran  many 
miles,  and  frequently  carry  down  with  them,  large 
trees  and  great  pieces  of  rock,  and  it  is  very  com- 
mon to  have  catara6ts  among  the  mountains 
fifty  or  fixty  feet  high  :  Yet  in  dry  years  water  is 
very  fcarce  in  the  favannahs  diftant  from  rivers,  fo 
that  many  cattle  die  with  driving  to  water .  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  fome  rivers  in  the  mountains 
rife  above  and  fmk  under  ground  in  many  places, 
and  in  particular  the  Rio  d'Oro  falls  and  rifes  two 
or  three  times.  Some  of  the  fprings  and  rivers 
petrify  their  channels  and  ftop  their  courfe  by  a 
cement,  which  unites  the  gravel  and  fand  in  their 
bottoms.  There  are  feveral  hot  fprings,  and  alfo 
many  fait  fprings  which  form  fait  lagunas,  or  great 
ponds,  particularly  Riottoa-Pond,  which  receives 
a  great  deal  of  water  by  a  river,  ^nd  yet  has  no 
vifible  rivulet  or  difcharge  running  from  it ;  and 
in  thefe  and  other  ponds  formed  by  the  fea  water, 
great  plenty  of  fait  is  made  by  the  heat  of  the  fun 
exhaling  the  moifture. 

This  ifland  being  7^.  within  the  tropic,  has  the 
trade  wind  continually  there,  which  is  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  is  called  the  fea  breeze.  It 
comes  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
increafes  till  twelve  in  the  day,  and  then  as  the 
fun  grows  lower  it  decreafes  till  there  is  none  at 
four  in  the  afternoon.  The  land  breeze  laieglns 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  blowing  four  leagues 
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into  the  fea:  it  continues  increafing  till  twelve  at 
night,  and  decreafes  again  till  four.  Thus  as  the 
land  wind  blows  at  night  and  the  fea  breeze  in  the 
day  time,  no  fhips  can  come  into  port  except  in 
the  day,  nor  go  out  but  at  break  of  day  or  very 
foon  after. 

This  ifland  is  fo  very  fubje6t  to  earthquakes, 
that  the  inhabitants  expecl  one  every  year  ;  fome 
of  thefe  have  been  extremely  dreadful,  particularly 
in  the  year  1692,  when  the  town  of  Port  Royal 
was  almoft  fwallowed  up.  Thunder  is  heard  almoft 
every  day  in  the  mountains,  with  the  rains  there; 
froft  and  fnow,  however,  are  never  feen  in  this 
hot  climate,  but  hail  is  fometimes  very  large. 

The  dews  are  here  fo  great  within  land,  that  in 
a  morning  the  water  drops  from  the  leaves  of  the 
trees,  as  if  it  had  rained;  and  a  man  riding;  in 
the  night,  will  find  his  cloaths  and  hair  very  wet 
in  a  ihort  time  ;  but  there  are  feldom  any  fogs  in 
the  plains  or  fandy  places  near  the  fea.  The  rains 
are  violent^  and  the  drops  very  large.  Generally 
fpeaking,  the  great  rainy  feafons  are  in  May 
and  06tober,  when  they  begin  at  the  new  or  full 
moon,  and  continue  day  and  night  for  a  fortnight, 
fo  that  Sir  Hans  Sloane  obferves,  that  all  the  level 
places  are  laid  fome  inches  under  water.  The 
month  of  January  is  alfo  expe61ed  a  rainy  feafon  ; 
but  this  is  neither  fo  conftant  nor  fo  violent  as  the 
two  others. 

As  to  the  produce  of  the  ifland,  it  has  all  the 
tropical  fruits,  as  plantains,  cocoas,  pine  apples, 
cacao  or  the  chocolate  nut,  pimento,  cotton  trees, 
woods  for  dying,  mahogany,  andmanchineel  wood: 
ginger,  and  feveral  medicinal  drugs  and  gums. 
As  this  ifland  produces  more  of  the  cacao  or  cho- 
colate nuts  than  any  Englifli  plantation,  we  fliall 
here  give  a  particular  account  of  them. 

The  cacao  nuts  grow  on  a  tree,  in  green,  red 
and  yellow  pods,  every  pod  having  in   it  three. 
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four  or  five  kernels,  about  the  bignefs  and  Ihape  of 
chefnutsj  which  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  a 
fubftance  like  the  pulp  of  a  roafted  apple,  that  is 
moderately  (harp  and  fweet,  from  which  thefe  ker- 
nels or  nuts  are  taken  when  ripe  and  cured  by 
drying.  The  body  of  a  cacao-tree  is  commonly 
four  inches  in  diameter,  five  feet  in  height,  and 
about  twelve  to  the  top  of  the  tree.  Thefe  trees 
are  vey  different,  for  fome  (hoot  up  in  two  or  three 
bodies,  and  others  only  in  one ;  their  leaves,  un- 
lefs  in  very  young  trees,  are  many  of  them  dead, 
and  molt  of  them  difcoloured ;  a  bearing  tree  ge- 
nerally yields  from  two  to  eight  pounds  of  nuts  a 
year,  growing  out  of  the  body  or  great  limbs  and 
boughs ;  and  at  the  fame  place  there  are  both 
bloHbms,  young  and  ripe  fruit.  Thefe  trees  are 
always  planted  under  the  Ihade.  Some  fet  them 
under  plantain  trees,  and  fome  in  the  woods.  The 
nuts  are  cured  by  their  being  cut  down  when  ripe, 
and  laid  to  fweat  three  or  four  days  in  the  pods, 
which  is  done  by  throwing  them  on  heaps  ;  after 
this  the  pods  are  cut ;  the  nuts  taken  out  and  put 
into  a  trough  covered  with  plantain  leaves,  where 
they  fweat  again  about  (ixteen  or  twenty  days; 
they  are  then  put  to  dry  three  or  four  weeks  in 
the  fun,  and  then  become  of  a  dark  reddilh  colour. 
Pimento  is  another  of  the  natural  produ6lions 
of  Jamaica,  from  whence  it  is  called  Jamaica  pep- 
per>  that  being  the  chief  place  where  it  is  found. 
The  pimento  tree  is  generally  very  tall  and  fpread- 
ing,  with  a  trunk  as  thick  as  a  man's  thigh  :  it 
rifes  ftrait  above  30  feet  high,  and  is  covered  with 
an  extraordinary  fmooth  bark  of  a  grey  colour  :  it 
then  fpreads  into  branches,  which  have  leaves  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  a  l;)ay-tree,  and  when  bruifedare 
very  odoriferous.  The  ends  of  the  twig  are  branch- 
ed into  bunches  of  flowers,  which  falling  off,  are 
fucceeded  by  bunches  of  berries  crowned  with  four 
fmall   leaves:  thefe  berries  are  at  firft  fmall  and 
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greenifli,  but  when  ripe  they  are  bigger  than  ju- 
niper berries ;  they  are  then  black,  fmooth  and 
(hining,  and  contain  a  fmall  green  aromatic  pulp, 
with  two  large  feeds  feparated  by  a  membrane. 

This  tree  grows  on  all  the  hilly  parts  of  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica,  but  chiefly  on  the  north  fide ; 
it  is  generally  left  ftanding  when  other  trees  are 
felled,  and  is  fometimes  planted  where  it  never 
grew  before,  on  account  of  the  great  profit  arifing 
from  the  fruit,  which  is  annually  exported  in  great 
quantities  into  Europe.  The  Pimento  tree  flowers 
in  June,  July  and  Auguft,  fooner  or  later  accord- 
ing to  the  fituation,  and  different  feafon  for  rains, 
and  after  it  flowers,  the  fruit  foon  ripens,  but 
in  clear  open  grounds,  it  is  fooner  ripe  than  in 
thick  woods. 

There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  curing  or  preferv- 
ing  this  fruit :  this  is  for  the  mod  part  done  by  the 
negroes,  who  climb  the  trees,  and  pull  off  the 
twigs  with  the  unripe  green  fruit,  after  which 
they  carefully  feparate  the  fruit  from  the  twigs  and 
leaves,  and  expofe  it  to  the  fun  for  many  days, 
from  its  rifing  to  its  fetting ;  fpreading  the  berries 
thin  on  cloths,  turning  them  frequently,  and  care- 
fully avoiding  the  dews.  By  this  means  they  be- 
come a  little  wrinkled,  and  from  a  green,  change 
to  a  brown  colour,  when  they  are  fit  for  the  market ; 
being  of  different  fizes,  but  commonly  of  the 
bignefs  of  black  pepper,  and  refembhng  in  fmeil 
and  tafte  a  mixture  of  fpices,  from  whence  it  is 
called  Allfpice.  The  more  fragrant  and  fmaller 
they  are,  they  are  accounted  the  better.  That 
great  phyfician  Sir  Hans  Sloane  obferves,  that  this 
is  defervedly  reckoned  the  beft,  moft  temperate, 
mild  and  innocent  of  all  fpices. 

The  wild  cinnamon,  or  more  properly  canella 
alba  tree,  alfo  grows  in  this  ifland.  Its  trunk  is 
about  the  bignefs  of  that  of  the  Pimento-tree,  and 
rifes  20  or  30  feet  high,  having  many   branches 
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and  twigs  hanging  downwards,  and  forming  a 
very  beautiful  top.  The  bark  conlifts  of  two  parts; 
the  outward  bark  is  as  thin  as  a  Ihilling,  of  a 
whitifh  afti  or  grey  colour,  with  fome  white  fpots 
here  and  there  upon  it,  and  feveral  fhallow  furrows 
of  a  darker  colour,  running  variouily  through  it. 
The  inward  bark  is  as  thick  as  a  crown  piece, 
fmooth,  and  of  a  whiter  colour  than  the  out- 
ward; it  has  a  much  more  biting  and  aromatic 
tafte,  fomewhat  like  that  of  cloves.  The  leaves 
llioot  out  near  the  ends  of  the  twigs  without  any 
order,  ftanding  on  foot  ftalks,  each  of  them  two 
inches  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  They  are 
of  a  yellowilh  green  colour,  and  are  fmooth  and 
Ihining  without  any  incifure  about  their  edges.  The 
ends  of  the  twigs  are  branched  into  bunches  of 
fcarlet  or  purple  flowers,  which  falling  olF,  are 
fucceeded  by  cluilers  of  roughilh  green  berries,  pf 
the  lize  of  a  large  pea,  that  contain  a  pale,  green, 
thin  pulp,  and  four  black  fhining  feeds  of  an  ir- 
regular figure. 

All  the  parts  of  this  tree,  when  frelh,  are  very 
hot  and  aromatic  ;  but  in  the  inward  bark  of  the 
tree  is  what  is  chiefly  in  ufe  both  in  the  Englifli 
plantations  in  the  Weft- Indies,  and  in  Europe, 
and  it  is  ealily  cured  by  only  cutting  otF  the  bark 
and  letting  it  dry  in  the  fliade.  The  ordinary  fort 
of  people,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  ufe  it  inftead  of  all 
other  fpices,  it  being  thought  very  good  to  con- 
fume  the  immoderate  humidity  of  the  ftomach,  to 
help  digeftion,  and  expel  wind.  Rum  lofes  its 
difagreeable  fmeli  if  mixed  with  this  bark.  The 
tree  grows  in  the  favannah  woods,  and  is  found 
on  each  fide  the  road  between  PaiTage-Fort,  and 
the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega. 

As  great  quantities  of  indigo  have  been  produced 
in  Jamaica,  we  fliall  here  give  a  particular  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  cultivated  and  pre- 
pared.    It  thrives  beft  in  fandy  ground.    The  feed 
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from  whence  it  is  raifed,  is  yellow,  round,  and 
fomewhat  lefs  than  a  tare.  The  foil  is  made  light 
by  hoeing  ;  then  trenches  are  dug  like  thofe  our 
gardeners  prepare  for  peafe,  into  which  the  feed  is 
put  about  March :  it  grows  ripe  in  eight  weeks 
time,  andfrelh  broken  ground  willfpring  up  about 
three  feet  high,  but  in  others  to  no  more  than 
eighteen  inches.  The  ftalk  is  full  of  leaves  of  a 
deep  green  colour,  and  will,  from  the  firft  fowing, 
yield  many  crops  in  one  year.  When  it  is  ripe  it 
is  cut,  and  fteeped  in  fats  twenty  four  hours,  after 
which  it  is  cleared  from  the  firft  water,  and  put  into 
proper  cifterns,  where,  when  it  has  been  carefully 
beaten,  it  fettles  in  about  eighteen  hours-  In 
thefe  cifterns  are  feveral  taps,  which  let  the  clear 
water  run  out,  and  the  thick  is  put  into  bags  of 
about  three  feet  long,  made  commonly  of  ofna- 
burgs,  which  being  hung  up,  all  the  liquid  part 
drops  away ;  and  when  it  will  drop  no  longer, 
what  remains  is  put  into  wooden  boxes  about 
three  feet  long,  fourteen  inches  wide,  and  one  and 
a  half  deep ;  thefe  boxes  are  placed  in  the  fun  till 
the  indigo  is  very  hot,  and  then  taken  in  till  the 
extreme  heat  is  over  ;  and  this  is  repeated  till  it  is 
fufficiently  dried. 

In  land  that  proves  proper  for  indigo,  the  labour 
of  one  hand,  will  in  a  year's  time  produce  between 
eighty  and  a  hundred  weight,  if  no  accidents  hap- 
pen ;  for  indigo,  as  well  as  other  commodities  in 
thofe  parts  is  fubject  to  many  ;  the  moft  common 
are  blafting  and  worms,  by  which  it  is  frequently 
deftroyed. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


The  manner  fn  which  Carolina  was  fettled  by  the  Englifh,  after 
the  attempts  made  by  the  Spanifli  and  French.  The  climate  and 
foil  oi  Carolina.     An  account  of  the  fettlement  of  New-York. 


-AROLINA  is  a  part  of  that  extenlive 
country  in  north -America,  which  was  formerly 
comprehended  under  the  name  of  Florida.  It  was 
firft  difcovered  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  and  afterwards 
received  the  name  of  Florida  from  Juan  Ponce  de 
Leon. 

The  Spaniards  endeavoured  feveral  times  to 
make  fettlements  in  this  country ;  but  after  many 
unfortunate  and  expenlive  expeditions,  being  en- 
tirely difcouraged,  abandoned  it  for  feveral  years. 
At  length  the  French,  perceiving  that  this  large 
tra6l  of  land  was  negle6led  by  the  Spaniards,  ad- 
miral Coligny  fent  John  Ribaut,  who  formed  a 
fettlement  here  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IX,  and 
having  built  a  fort,  called  it  Charles-Fort,  giv- 
ing the  name  of  Fort-Royal  to  the  harbour. 

However,  the  civil  war  raging  in  France,  Ri- 
baut's  foldiers  mutinied  for  want  of  fupplies  ;  for 
though  the  natives  were  very  kind  to  them  out  of 
hatred  to  the  Spaniards,  they  could  notfurnifh  them 
with  many  of  the  necefTaries  they  wanted  ;  Ribaut, 
therefore,  having  made  fome  difcoveries  in  the  eaft 
part  of  Florida,  returned  to  France ;  but  in  his 
paflTage  the  men  were  reduced  to  fuch  extremity, 
that  they  killed  and  eat  one  of  the  crew,  and  would 
probably  have  done  fo  by  others,  had  they  not 
providentially  met  with  an  Englifli  (hip,  which 
fupplied  them  with  fome  provifions.  Two  years 
after,  a  peace  being  concluded  in  France  between 
the  papifts  and  proteftants,  admiral  Coligny  pro- 
cured more  fliips  to  be  fent;  and  fome  time  after 
Ribaut  followed  with  other  veiiels  and  a  fupply  of 
men  and  provifions. 
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The  French  now  began  to  conceive  great  hopes 
of  this  plantation,  when  afquadron  of  Spanifh  (hips 
drove  the  French  out  of  the  fort,  bafely  killed 
Ribaut  and  600  men,  after  having  given  them  quar- 
ter, and  obliged  the  few  whom  they  fufFered  to  re- 
main alive,  to  return  to  France. 

The  French  king  was  the  lefs  moved  with  this 
outrage  committed  on  his  fubje6ls,  on  account  of 
their  being  proteftants :  however  Peter  Melanda, 
who  had  dillodged  the  French,  fo  provoked  the  In- 
dians by  his  cruelty  and  injuftice,  that  they  only 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  be  revenged,  which 
happened  foon  after:  for  Capt.  de  Gorgtaes,  a 
French  gentleman,  at  his  own  expence,  fitted  out 
three  ftout  fhips,  and  failing  to  Carolina  with  280 
men,  was  affifted  by  the  Indians,  and  having  taken 
Fort  Charles  put  all  the  Spaniards  he  found  therein 
to  the  fword.  They  had  built  two  other  forts 
which  he  ealily  reduced,  ferved  the  garrifon  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  then  demolillied  the  fortifica- 
tions. It  does  not  appear  that  monf.  de  Gorgues 
made  any  fettlement  here,  or  that  the  Spaniards 
endeavoured  to  recover  the  country,  which  from 
the  year  1567  lay  deferted  by  all  European  na* 
tions,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  king  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  1622,  feveral  Englifh  families  flying  from  the 
maffacres  committed  by  the  Indians  in  Virginia 
and  New- England,  were  driven  upon  thofe  coalts, 
and  fettled  in  the  province  of  Malica,  near  the  head 
of  the  river  May,  whare  they  became  a  kind  of 
niiflionaries  among  the  Malicans  and  Apalachites, 
and  in  the  year  1653,  Mr.  Brigftock,  an  Englifhman 
went  to  Apalachia,  where  he  was  honourably  en- 
tertained by  his  countrymen,  who  were  there 
befoie.  And  this  perfon  wrote  an  account  of  this 
fettlement. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  things,  when  after  this 
country  had  been  abandoned  by  the  French  for 
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near  loo  years,  king  Charles  II.  madeagrant  of 
this  province  in  1663,  to  Edward  earl  of  Claren- 
don, lord  high  chancellor  of  England,  George  duke 
of  Albemarle;  William,  lord  Craven,  Anthony 
lord  Allily,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir  William  Berk- 
ley, and  Sir  John  Colliton ;  from  the  north -end 
of  Luck  liland,  within  t,6^  ,  of  north  lattitude,  to 
the  river  San  Matthio,  which  borders  on  the  coaft 
of  Florida,  and  is  within  31^.  of  north  latitude, 
and  to  the  weftward  as  far  as  the  fouth  feas. 

Thefe  proprietors  afterwards  obtained  another 
grant  which  fomewhat  varied  the  bounds  of  the 
province,  by  fixing  its  northern  frontier  at  Caro- 
toch-river,  in  ^6^.  30'.  north  latitude,  and  its 
fouthern  frontier  in  29°.  within  which  bounds  both 
the  Carolinas,  and  the  new  province  of  Georgia  are 
included. 

The  plan  of  go;vernment  for  this  new  colony  was 
llruck  out  by  that  great  ftatefman,  Anthony  earl 
of  Shaftfbury,  and  digefted  into  form  by  the  juft- 
ly  celebrated  Mr.  John  Locke;  but  after  it  had 
been  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  proprietors  or  their 
heirs,  for  about  fixty  years,  feven  of  them  fold 
their  Ihares  to  the  crown  for  17,5001.  each  pro- 
prietor who  had  a  whole  (hare,  having  2500I.  and 
the  quit-rents,  and  other  incomes  due  to  thefe  pro- 
prietors, ammounting  to  about  9000 1.  they  alfo 
fold  them  to  the  crown  for  5000  1.  Thisfurrender 
was  confirmed  by  a6l  of  parliament,  in  the  year 
1728,  when  the  remaining  one  eighth  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  lord  Carteret,  was 
confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

Thip.  province  is  feated  between  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  ;  but  yet  the  heat  is  more  trouble- 
fome  in  fammer  than  the  cold  in  winter,  this  laft 
feafon  being  very  fhort,  and  frofty  mornings  fre- 
quently fucceeded  by  warm  days.  The  air  is  for 
the  moft  part  ferene  and  clear,  both  in  fammer  and 
winter ;  yet  the  inhabitants  have  their  winter  rains^ 
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and  fomctimes  very  heavy  (howers  about  midfum- 
mer,  efpecially  if  the  wind  changes  fuddenJy  from 
the  fouth-eaft  to  the  north-weft,  when  it  blows 
exceeding  cold,  and  brings  diftempers  on  thofe, 
who  do  not  take  care  to  guard  againft  it.  To  thofe 
who  live  regularly  and  ufe  any  precaution,  the 
country  is  generally  healthful  :  But  perfons  who 
after  a  hot  day  expofe  themfelves  to  the  cold  breezes 
of  the  evening  ufually  feel  their  efFe(5fs  ;  as  do  thofe 
who  indulge  themfelves  in  eating  great  quantities 
of  fruit,  and  drinking  pernicious  liquors  to  excefs. 
The  country  is  fubjedl  to  hurricanes,  as  well  as  the 
Caribbee-iflands,  but  they  do  not  happen  ever  year. 

The  next  colony  in  America  fettled  by  the 
Englifh  ;  was  that  of  New-York.  The  coaft  was 
fiTfl  viewed  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  and  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  country  was  conlidered 
as  a  part  of  the  province  of  Virgina.  Afterwards 
in  the  year  1608  the  famous  navigator  Hudfon, 
difcovered  the  river  that  has  lince  borne  the  name 
of  Hudfon 's  River,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
which  he  afterwards,  without  any  legal  authority, 
fold  to  the  Dutch,  who  planted  there.  At  length 
fome  Englifli  dilfenters,  who  for  the  fake  of  religi- 
ous liberty,  fled  to  Holland,  hearing  the  Dutch 
give  an  inviting  defcription  of  the  river,  climate, 
and  foil  of  this  country,  embarked  in  order  to  fail 
thither  :  but  the  maiier  of  the  fhip  being  bribed 
by  the  Dutch,  obliged  them  to  land  farther  to  the 
northward,  where  they  became  the  firft  planters 
of  New  England. 

Two  or  three  years  before  this,  fir  Samuel  Ar- 
gall  had  deftroycd  the  Dutch  plantations,  when  to 
prevent  the  like  for  the  future,  they  applied  to 
king  James  for  his  licence  to  ftay  there,  to  build 
cottages,  and  to  plant  for  traffic,  as  well  as  fub- 
fiftence,  pretending  it  was  only  for  the  conveniency 
of  their  Ihips,  touching  there  for  frefh  water  and 
provifions,  in  their  voyage  to  Brafil  ;  but  by  little 
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and  little  they  extended  their  limits,  built  towns, 
fortified  them,  became  a  flourifliing  colony,  and 
called  the  country  Nova  Belgia. 

The  Dutch  colonies  were  in  this  thriving  con- 
dition at  the  opening  of  the  firft  Dutch  war  in 
king  Charles  the  fecond's  reign,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Englilh  in  1644,  by  Sir  Robert 
Carr,  who  was  fent  to  take  pofTeilion  of  this  plan- 
tation.  He  took  with  him  between  two  and  3000 
men,  and  offering  prote^ion  to  fuch  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  fubmitted,  became  mafter  of  the  whole 
country  without  a  blow.  After  which  his  majefty 
gave  leave  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  were  in- 
dined  to  it,  to  ftay,  and  fuffered  the  reft  to  depart 
freely  with  their  eife6ls.  The  number  of  the 
latter  was  but  very  inconliderable  in  comparifon 
of  the  former.  Col.  Nichols  v^^as  left  governor 
of  the   province  and  continued  fo   twenty  years. 


CHAPTER     XIX. 

An  account  of  the  fettlement  of  the  Eaft  and  Wefl-Jerfeys,  and 
of  the  produce  and  trade  of  thofe  provinces 


JL  HE  countries  now  called  the  Jerfeys,  fell 
under  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
by  the  conqueft  of  Nova  Belgia  or  New-York,  of 
which  they  were  a  part.  The  feveral  voyages  that 
had  been  made  for  the  planting  of  Virginia,  ren- 
dered thefe  coafts  very  well  known  to  multitudes  of 
Englifh  feamen,  who  being  difperfed  into  different 
parts  of  the  world,  carried  the  news  of  thefe  rich 
and  pleafant  countries  in  America,  along  with  them 
wherever  they  went,  and  this  infpired  ftrangers 
with  a  ftrong  defire  of  pofTeffing  what  the  Englifh 
leemed  to  neglect. 
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The  firft  Europeans  who  fettled  here  were  the 
Swedes,  who  had  three  towns  in  this  province, 
Chriftina,  called  by  the  Indians  Andaftaka,  Ellin- 
bourgh,  and  Gottembourgh.  Their  fettlements 
were  chiefly  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  river  towards 
Pennfylvania ;  oppolite  to  which  there  is  a  place 
ftill  called  Fort  Eliinbourgh.  The  Swedes  how- 
ever made  but  little  progrefs  in  their  plantation, 
while  the  Dutch  being  always  induftrious  in  pro- 
moting their  own  advantage,  worked  them  fo  far 
out  of  it,  that  Bergen,  the  northern  part  of  New- 
Jerfey,  was  almoft  entirely  new  planted  by  Hol- 
landers. At  length  King  Charles  II.  gave  this 
trd6t  in  his  grant  of  Nova  Belgia  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  but  the  Englifh  made  no  fettlement  in  it 
till  feveral  years  after  they  were  in  the  polTeffion 
of  that  province,  and  had  much  extended  their 
plantations. 

The  Duke  of  York  having  in  veiled  this  province, 
under  the  name  of  Nova  Caneria,  in  John,  Lord 
Berkley,  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  they  or  their 
affignees  agreed  to  divide  it  into  two  parts,  when 
Eaft-Jerfey  which  borders  on  New- York,  falling 
to  Sir  George,  whofe  family  was  of  the  ifle  of  Jer- 
fey,  this  province  took  its  name  from  thence,  and 
Weft  New-Jerfey,  which  borders  on  Pennfylvania, 
falling  to  the  Lord  Berkeley,  it  was  agreed  to  give 
the  name  of  that  ifland  to  the  whole. 

This  entire  province  containing  the  two  Jerfeys, 
has  the  main  ocean  on  the  fouth  and  eaft  ;  the  ri- 
ver Delaware,  which  feparates  it  from  Pennfylva- 
nia, on  the  weft ;  and  Hudfon's  River  on  the 
north.  It  lies  between  39  and  40^.  north  latitude, 
and  extends  in  length  above  120  miles,  and  fixty 
in  breadth  from  north  to  fouth.  The  largeft  and 
beft  inhabited  part  of  this  province  is  Eaft-Jerfey, 
which  extends  from  Little- Egg  Harbour  to  that 
part  of  Hudfon's  River  which  is  in  41^.  north 
latitude,  and  to  the  fouthward  and  weftward  was 
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divided  from  Weft-Jerfey  by  a  line  of  partition, 
that  extends  in  length  from  Egg  Harbour  to  the 
foLith  branch  of  Raritan  River^  and  contains  Ber- 
gen county,  EfTex  county,  and  Middlefex,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  laft  mentioned  river,  and  Mon- 
mouth county  on  the  fouth.  Weft-Jerfey  contains 
the  fame  number  of  counties,  and  thefe  are  Bur- 
lington, Gloucefter,  Salem,  and  Cape-May. 

Thefe  two  provinces  were  for  a  confiderable 
time,  in  the  hands  of  different  proprietors  ;  but 
at  length  on  the  22d  of  April  1702,  thefe  pro- 
prietors  made  an  ailignment  of  their  rights  to 
Queen  Anne,  and  ever  fmce  that  time  they  have 
conftituted  but  one  royal  government,  the  king  ap- 
pointing the  governor  and  council,  and  the  freemen 
choofing  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  commons. 
Sometimes  indeed  the  governor  of  New-York  is 
alfo  governor  of  the  Jerfeys,  but  this  is  always  by 
a  feparate  commiflion. 

The  chief  towns  in  the  Jerfeys,  are  iirft,  Perth- 
Amboy,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
pleafantly  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  Raritan  River, 
which  had  it  been  built  according  to  the  intended 
model,  would  have  been  one  of  the  fineft  towns  in 
North-America  ;  but  planters  have  not  reforted  to 
it  as  was  expe(5led,  though  it  is  fo  commodioully 
lituated  for  trade,  that  lliips  of  300  tons  may  come 
up  in  one  tide  and  lie  before  the  merchants  doors ; 
but  Elizabeth 's-town,  which  is  the  capital  of  the 
county  of  EfTex,  and  is  fituated  to  the  north, 
flourilhes  much  more,  and  may  ftill  be  deemed  the 
moft  confiderable  town  in  the  Jerfeys.  The  other 
principal  towns,  are  Bergen,  the  capital  of  the 
county  of  the  fame  name  ;  Middletown,  Shrewf- 
bury,  and  Freehold  in  the  county  of  Monmouth; 
Burlington  or  Bridlington,  the  capital  of  the  county 
of  Burlington,  and  of  all  Weft-Jerfey.  This  laft: 
town  is  fituated  on  an  iflandin  the  Delaware,  to  the 
northward  of  Philadelphia  in  Pennlylvania,  but 
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on  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  river :  The  houfes  are 
handfomeJy  built  of  brick^  and  laid  out  into  fpa- 
cious  ftreets,  with  commodious  keys  and  wharves, 
to  which  (hips  of  2  or  300  tons  may  come  up.  It 
has  alfo  a  handfome  market-place,  a  town-houfe 
where  the  courts  of  juftice  were  formerly  held,  and 
two  good  bridges  over  the  creek  ;  the  one  called 
London -Bridge,  and  the  other  York-Bridge,  and 
having  an  eafy  communication  with  Philadelphia 
and  the  ocean,  it  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  bell  towns 
in  Weft-Jerfey,  whether  we  confider  its  fituation, 
buildings  or  trade. 

The  foil  and  convenience  of  rivers  and  creeks 
are  much  the  fame  in  both  Jerfeys,  except  that 
Weft-Jerfey  abounds  more  in  the  latter,  from  its 
fituation  on  Delawar  river.  As  the  En glifli  colo- 
ny behaved  with  fuch  integrity  to  the  Indians,  as 
to  purchafe  of  them  the  land  they  planted,  they 
have  had  the  advantage  of  living  without  molef- 
tation,  and  it  is  computed  that  the  inhabitants 
amount  to  about  100,000.  But  there  are  not  a- 
bove  200  Indians  in  this  province. 

The  country  produces  plenty  of  all  forts  of 
grain,  and  the  inhabitants,  befides  carrying  pro- 
vifions  to  the  fugar  iflands,  drive  a  trade  in  furs 
and  Ikins.  They  alfo  Ihip  off  train  oil,  iron, 
copper,  blaclc -cattle,  fifli,  corn  and  other  provi- 
fions  for  Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  Canaries. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

The  hiftory  of  the  various  Settlements  and  Revolutions  in  the 
Lucayafi  or  Bahama  iflands. 


W  E  now  come  to  the  fettlement  of  the 
Lucayan  or  Bahama  iflands,  the  firft  parts  of  the 
new  world  difcovered  by  Columbus,  who  arrived 
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firft  at  Guanahani,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  St.  Salvador,  but  the  Englifli  changed  it  to  that 
of  Cat  Ifland.  The  Spaniards  never  thought  of 
fettling  there,  but  afterwards  contented  them- 
felves  with  cruell}?  extirpating  the  native  inhabit- 
ants, who  were  at  that  time  remarkable  for  being 
the  belt  people  in  all  America:  And  thus  they 
wantonly  murdered  many  thoufands  of  innocent 
perfons,  without  any  advantage  to  themfelves. 

As  thefe  iflands  lie  pretty  much  out  of  the  courfe 
of  Ihips  bound  to  the  continent  of  America,  it 
was  long  before  we  had  any  notice  of  them  :  But 
in  1667,  Capt.  William  Sale  being  bound  to 
Carolina,  was  forced  by  a  llorm  among  thefe 
iflands,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them  carefully,  particularly  a  large  ifland  to  which 
he  gave  his  own  name.  But  being  a  fecond  time 
driven  upon  it,  when  bound  to  the  continent  he 
gave  it  the  name  of  Providence. 

After  his  return  to  England,  he  let  the  pro- 
prietors of  Carolina  know  thefituation  and  circum- 
ftances  of  thefe  iflands  ;  obferving  that  in  cafe 
they  were  fettled,  they  might  not  only  be  of  great 
benefit  to  this  nation,  but  be  a  confliant  check  on 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  in  cafe  of  a  breach  with 
either,  or  both  of  thofe  nations.  Thefe  reafons 
being  fuggefl:ed  to  king  Charles  II.  his  majefty 
made  a  grant  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  to  George 
duke  of  Albermarle,  Anthony  lord  Afliley,  John 
lord  Berkeley,  William  lord  Craven,  Sir  George 
Carteret,  and  Sir  Peter  Colliton. 

The  Bahama  iflands  are  fituated  to  the  north  of 
Cuba,  and  fl:retch  to  the  north-eail  from  the  fouth- 
wefl;  between  2 1  and  27*^.  of  north  latitude,  and 
between  73  and  81°.  of  wefl:  longitude.  The 
ifland  of  Bahama,  which  communicates  its  name 
to  the  refl:,  is  feated  in  the  latitude  of  26^.  35. 
at  the  difl:ance  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  leagues 
from  the  continent  of  Florida.     It  is  about  fifty 
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miles  in  length,  but  fcarce  any  where  lixty  miles 
in  breadth,  and  in  many  places  not  half  fo  broad. 
It  is  however  very  pleafant  and  fruitful ;  the  foil 
is  remarkably  rich  and  the  country  every  where 
abounds  with  brooks,  andfprings  of  frefh  water. 

Providence  I  (land,  lies  in  the  centre  of  fome 
hundreds  of  iilands,  fome  of  them  many  miles  in 
length,  and  others  no  bigger  than  fmall  rocks 
rifing  above  the  water;  fo  that  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  for  Ihips  to  be  forced  in  among  them 
by  a  tempeft.  This  ifland  lies  in  25°.  north  lati- 
tude, and  is  twenty-eight  miles  long,  and  eleven 
miles  broad,  at  the  greateft  breadth.  The  moil 
conliderable  profit  made  by  the  planters  of  Pro- 
vidence ifland,  arofe  from  the  misfortunes  of  fuch 
as  were  fhipwrecked,  or  from  thofe  who  in  a  win- 
ter voyage  to  the  continent  of  America  were 
driven  to  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  put  into  Pro- 
vidence for  provilions,  which  it  is  true,  had  little 
or  none  but  what  came  from  Carolina,  however 
the  traders  in  the  ifland  kept  fl:ore  houfes  tofupply 
thofe  who  wanted,  and  thefe  afforded  great  relief 
to  unfortunate  mariners. 

The  firft  governor  who  was  fent  to  Providence 
ifland  by  the  proprietors  was  Mr.  Chillingworth, 
who  went  there  about  the  year  1672,  when  feveral 
people  failed  from  England,  and  the  other  colonies 
to  fettle  there  ;  but  living  a  licentious  life,  they 
grew  impatient  under  government,  and  Mr.  Chil- 
lingworth,  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to  reafon, 
they  afTembled  tumultuoufly,  feized  him,  and 
fliipped  him  off  for  Jamaica,  after  which  they  lived 
as  they  thought  proper. 

Though  luch  an  unruly  colony  afforded  but 
little  encouragement  for  any  man  to  put  himfelf 
into  their  hands,  yet  fix  or  feven  years  after,  the 
proprietors  made  Mr.  Clarke,  governor,  whofe  fate 
was  much  worfe  than  that  of  his  predeceffors  ;  for 
the  Spaniards  being  at  that  time  jealous  of  every 
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new  Engliih  colony  towards  the  fouth,  landed  in 
Providence,  deftroyed  all  the  ftock  which  the  in- 
habitants could  not  carry  off,  and  burned  their 
houfes :  but  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  Mr. 
Trott,  one  of  Mr.  Clarke's  fuccefTors,  always  af- 
ferted,  that  the  Spaniards  roafted  Mr.  Clarke  on  a 
fpit,  after  they  had  killed  him.  It  is  however  cer- 
tain that  he  was  killed,  and  that  the  people  remov- 
ing to  other  colonies,  the  ifland  remained  uninha- 
bited till  about  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when 
feveral  perfons  removed  thither  from  Europe  and 
the  continent,  and  a  new  governor  was  appointed 
by  the  proprietors. 

About  ten  years  after,  there  were  in  Providence 
and  the  adjacent  illands,  near  looo  inhabitants  ; 
fome  tobacco  was  planted;   a  fugar  mill  fet  up, 
and  other  improvements  made,  but  in  1708,  the 
Spaniards  and  French   landed,  furprized  the  fort, 
took  the  governor  prifoner,  plundered  and  ftripped 
the  Englifh,  burned  the  town  of  NalTau,  together 
with  the  church,  ruined  the  fort  and  nailed  up  the 
guns.    After  which  they  carried  oiF  the  governor 
and  about  half  the  blacks,  the  reft  faving  them- 
felves  in  the  woods,  but  in  about  a  month  after 
they  returned,  and  took  moft  of  the  negroes  who 
were  left.     After  this  fecond  invaiion  the  Englifh 
inhabitants  of  the  Bahamas  thought  it  vain  to  ftay 
any  longer,  and  therefore  removed,  fome  to  Caroli- 
na, fome  to  Virgina,  and  fome  to  New- England, 
and  other  places.     In  the  mean  time  the  proprie- 
tors appointed  one  Mr.  Birch  to  go  over  governor, 
who  landing  in  Providence  and  finding  it  a  defert, 
he  did  not  give   himfelfthe  trouble  to  open  his 
commifion,  but  after  remaining  there  two  or  three 
months,  during  which  he   was  forced  to  lleep  in 
the  woods,  he  returned  back  and  left  the  place 
uninhabited. 

At  length  the  Bahama  iilands,  becoming  a  re- 
ceptacle for  Priates,  and  the  houfe  of  lords  con- 
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fidering  that  it  would  be  of  fatal  confequence  if 
they  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  they  addreflT- 
ed  her  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  that  the  ifland  of 
Providence  might  be  put  in  a  poiture  of  defence  : 
But  this  advice  being  negledled,  their  lordfhips, 
four  years  after,  addrefled  his  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  I.  upon  v^hich  he  was  pleafed  to  give 
direaions  for  dillodging  thefe  pirates  ;  for  making 
fettlements,  and  ere6tinga  fortiiication. 

Captain  Woodes  Rogers  was  now  appointed  go- 
vernor and  failed  for  Providence  in  April  1718, 
with  a  naval  force  for  fubdumg  the  pirates.  In 
the  mean  time  col.  Bennet,  governor  of  Bermudas, 
fent  a  iloop  to  the  iilana,  ordering  them  to  furren- 
der,  purfuant  to  a  late  proclamation.  Thofe  who 
were  then  on  the  ifland  gladly  accepted  the  mercy 
offered  them,  and  promifed  to  furrender  themfelves 
as  foon  as  they  could  get  a  pafTage  to  the  Englifh 
colonies  ;  adding,  that  they  did  not  doubt  but 
their  companions  who  were  at  fea  would  [gladly 
follow  their  example.  Accordingly,  capt.  Henry 
Jennings,  and  fifteen  others,  immediately  followed 
the  floop  to  Bermudas,  and  furrendered  themfelves, 
and  capt.  LalFie,  capt.  Nicholls,  capt.  Hernigold, 
and  capt.  Burgefs,  furrendered  foon  after,  and  114 
of  their  men.  But  Vane,  one  of  the  captains  of 
the  pirates,  knowing  that  capt.  Rogers  was  coming 
to  reduce  thofe  robbers  by  proclamation,  or  by 
force,  fet  fire  to  a  French  Ihip  of  22  guns,  which 
he  had  taken  in  order  to  burn  the  Rofe  frigate, 
which  arrived  at  Naflau  :  however  that  frigate  got 
off  in  time  by  cutting  her  cables.  But  this  bold 
and  raih  attempt  could  not  have  fecured  him  ;  for 
foon  after  there  appeared  the  Milford  man  of  war 
and  another,  on  board  of  which  was  the  governor. 
Handing  in  for  the  harbour,  upon  which  Vane, 
and  about  fifty  of  his  men,  made  off  in  a  floop. 
But  though  the  governor  fent  a  floop  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  force  after  them,  they  made  their  efcape. 
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Mr  Woodes  Rogers  landed  on  the  27th  of  July, 
when  he  took  pofleffion  of  the  fort,  and  caufed  his 
Majefty's  commiffion  to  be  read  in  the  prefence  of 
the  officers,  foldiers,  and  about  300  people,  whom 
he  found  there  at  his  arrival ;  who  had  been  almoft 
daily  exercifed  in  arms  for  their  defence,  in  cafeof 
an  attack  from  the  Spaniards  or  French,  and  capt. 
Rogers  brought  with  him  him  above  100  foldiers, 
who  being  added  to  the  others  were  fufficient  to 
fecure  the  Bahama  illands. 

Mr.  Rogers  began  to  regulate  the  government, 
and  to  reduce  it  to  order.  He  nominated  fix  of 
the  adventurers  who  came  with  him  to  be  of  the 
council,  to  which  he  added  fix  out  of  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  as  had  never  been  pirates.  As  foon 
as  the  governor  and  council  had  fettled  the  board, 
about  aoo  of  the  pirates  furrendered  themfelves  to 
them,  had  certificates  of  their  furrender,  and  took 
the  oaths  of  allegiance,  as  did  voluntarily  the 
greatefl:  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Providence,  who 
a  few  years  after  were  computed  at  1500  perfons  ; 
out  of  thefe  were  formed  three  companies  of  mili- 
tia under  officers  of  their  own  ifland.  Thefe  com- 
panies took  their  turn  every  night  in  the  town 
guard  at  NaflTau.  The  independant  company  was 
always  upon  duty  in  the  fort,  and  another  fort  of 
eight  guns  was  ere61:ed  at  the  eafi:ermofi:  entrance 
into  the  harbour. 

By  thefe  methods  the  face  of  affairs  in  this  part 
of  the  world  was  entirely  changed.  The  town  of 
NafiTau  was  rebuilt,  a  regular  force  efi:ablirhed,  and 
plantations  laid  out.  Soon  after  the  neigbouring 
ifland  of  Eleuthera  was  alfo  fettled,  about  60  fami- 
lies fixing  themfelves  there,  erected  a  fmall  fort  for 
their  defence.  The  like  was  done  in  Harbour  ifland, 
where  the  plantation  foon  grew  more  confiderable, 
and  a  large  fort  was  built  for  the  prote6tion  of  the 
inhabitants. 
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At  length  Mr.  Rogers  returning  to  England, 
was  fucceeded  in  his  government  by  Capt.  Fitz 
Williams,  and  ever  fince  this  laft  fettlment  of  thefe 
iflands,  they  have  been  continually  improving, 
though  they  advance  but  llowly. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

The  hiftory  of  the  fettlements  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  company. 
An  account  of  the  feveral  factories.  The  religion,  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Indians,  and  of  their  plants  and  animals, 
particularly  of  the  Beaver. 


JL  HE    next    corporation    formed  for   en- 
larging the  Englifli  commerce,  was  that  of  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  company,  ere6ted  by  King  Charles 
the  II.  upon  the  following  occalion  :  MefTrs.  Radi- 
fon  and  Goofelier,  two  Frenchmen,  meeting  with 
fome  Indians  in  the  lake  of  Affimponals  in  Canada, 
were  informed  that  they  might  go  by  land  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  where  the  Englifh  had  never 
yet  been ;  whereupon  they  defired  them  to  condu(5l 
them  thither,  which  the  Indians  did ;    after  this 
the  two  Frenchmen  returned  to  the  upper  lake, 
the  fame  way  they  came,  and  thence  to  Quebec, 
the  capital   of  Canada  ;    where  they  offered  the 
principal  merchants  to  condu6l  (hips  to  Hudfon's 
Bay,  but  their  project  was  rejeded  ;  they  therefore 
went  to  France  in .  hopes  of  a  more  favourable 
hearing  at  court ;  but  after  prefenting  feveral  me- 
morials, and  fpending  much  time  and  money,  their 
proje6l  wasconfidered  as  chimerical,  and  they  w^ere 
anfwered  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Quebec.    Mean 
while  the  Englifh  AmbafTador  at  Paris,  hearing 
of  their  propofals,  imagined  he  fhould  do  a  piece 
of  fervice  to  his  country  by  engaging  them  to  ferve 
the  Englifli,  who  had  already  pretenfions  to  the 
bay ;  he  therefore  perfuaded  them  to  go  to  London, 
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where  they  met  with  a  favourable  reception,  from 
fbme  perfons  of  quality^  merchants  and  others, 
who  employed  Mr.  Gillam,  a  perfon  long  ufed  to  the 
New-England  trade,  to  perfe6^  thife  difcovery. 

He  failed  in  the  Nonfuch  ketch,  in  the  year  i66j, 
into  Baffin's  Bay,  to  the  height  of  75^.  and  from 
thence  fouthward  to  51^.  where  he  entered  a  river, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Prince  Rupert's  Ri- 
ver, and  finding  the  natives  difpofed  to  a  friendly 
commerce,  he  eredled  a  fmall  fortrefs,  which  he 
ftiled  Charles  Fort.  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition 
Was  fo  remarkable,  that  the  perfons  concerned  in 
fitting  out  this  vefTel,  upon  the  return  of  Mr. 
Gillam,  applied  to  King  Charles  II.  for  a  patent, 
who  granted  them  one,  dated  the  fecond  of  May, 
i^yo. 

Hudfon*s  Bay  is  fituated  from  fifty-one  to  fixty- 
four  degrees  north  latitude,  and  is  600  miles  in 
length ;  and  the  mouth  of  the  ftreights,  which  are 
fix  leagues  over,  lies  in  about  61^  north  latitude. 
The  two  oppofite  (bores  are  called  the  Eaft-Main 
and  Weft-Main :  the  former  is  alfo  termed  Labra- 
dor, and  the  latter  New  South  Wales. 

The  company  had  their  firft  fort  on  Rupert's  Ri- 
ver, but  never  had  any  towns  there ;  they  live  with- 
in their  forts  in  little  houfes  and  huts,  in  which 
the  builders  confider  nothing  but  how  to  defend 
them  from  the  cold  and  rain ;  they  are  however, 
not  fo  much  difturbed  by  the  latter  as  by  the 
former.  In  1670,  another  fa6tory  was  eftabliihed 
at  Fort  Nelfon.  Mean  while  the  company  by  their 
governors  and  agents,  made  fuch  contra6ls  with 
the  captains  or  kings  of  rivers  or  territories,  for 
enjoying  an  exclulive  trade,  that  the  Indians  could 
not  pretend  that  they  had  encroached  upon  them. 
Thefe  contra6ls  were  as  firm  as  the  Indians  them- 
felves  could  make  them,  and  were  confirmed  by 
fuch  ceremonies  as  they  thought  nioft  facred  and 
obligatory. 

VOL.  II.  F  f 
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In  the  year  i6S6,  the  company  were  in  poflef- 
fion  of  five  fettlements,  viz.  Albany  River,  Haye's 
Ifland,  Rupert's  River,  Fort  Nelfon,  and  New  Se- 
vern ;  and  their  trade  at  each  of  them  was  very  con- 
fiderable.  From  Albany  River  they  had  generally 
3500  beavers  a  year,  and  their  commerce  increafed 
lo  much,  that  the  French  began  to  be  afraid  that 
all  the  Upland  Indians  would  be  drawn  down  to 
the  bay.  But  being  fenfible  that  they  could  do 
any  thing  with  James  II.  King  of  England,  they 
refoived  to  drive  the  Englifh  out  of  all  their  places 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  Firft  they  took  Haye's 
I  Hand,  and  then  the  fort  on  Rupert's  River  ;  after 
which  the  French  company  at  Canada,  procured 
a  detachment  of  foldiers  to  be  fent  under  the  Che- 
valier de  Troyes,  who  marched  over  land  from 
Quebec,  and  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  laid 
liege  to  the  fort  at  Albany  River  ;  but  though  the 
governor  did  all  in  his  power  to  defend  the  place, 
he  was  obliged  to  furrender  it  in  a  week's  time. 
However  about  feven  years  after,  the  company 
being  affifted  by  the  government,  retook  all  the 
forts  and  factories  of  which  the  French  had  de- 
prived them  in  time  of  peace  ;  but  they  were  foon 
after  driven  out  of  them  again  by  the  French. 

In  1695  the  company  applied  themfelves  to  King 
William,  reprefenting  their  inability  to  maintain 
themfelves  againft  the  French,  and  praying  the 
affiftance  of  the  crown  for  their  fupport ;  upon 
which  two  men  of  war  were  fent  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Allen,  who  coming  into  Haye's 
River,  fummoned  all  the  forts  to  furrender  ;  when 
the  French  governor  finding  he  could  not  defend 
them  againft  the  Englifh,  capitulated,  and  the 
French  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  all  military- 
honours.  However,  in  the  next  general  war,  the 
French  renewed  their  attacks  upon  the  fettlements 
of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  company  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  they  left  them  only  Fort  Albany  ;  but  by  the 
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treaty  of  Utrecht^  every  thing  was  reftored  to  the 
company  again,  and  an  equitable  fatisfa(5lion  fti- 
pulated  for  their  lofiTes :  Since  which  time,  their 
trade  has  greatly  increafed,  fo  that  it  became  at 
leaft  treble  to  what  it  \^as  when  that  peace  was 
concluded,  and  is  ftill  in  a  very  flourilhing  con- 
dition ;  they  having  belides  the  above,  York  Fort, 
Churchill  and  Moofe  River  fa6lories. 

As  to  the  iituation  of  the  country  about  thefe 
forts:  Moofe  River  fa6lory  is  in  latitude  51°.  28. 
and  is  built  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  at 
twelve  miles  diftance  from  the  fort,  is  divided  into 
two  branches,  one  comes  from  the  fouthward,  and 
the  other  from  the  fouth-weft.  Upon  the  fouthern 
branch  all  forts  of  grain  thrive,  as  barley,  peafe 
and  beans  do  at  the  factory,  though  expofed  to  all 
the  chilling  winds,  that  blow  from  the  ice  in  the 
bay.  Upon  the  fouthern  part  above  the  falls, 
there  grow  along  the  river  wild  oats  and  rye, 
which  have  black  hulks,  though  the  grain  is  per- 
fe6lly  clear,  and  white  like  rice,  and  as  it  grows 
in  the  water,  the  Indians  beat  it  off  when  ripe, 
into  their  canoes,  as  they  pafs  along  the  river. 
In  the  woods  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  at  Moofe, 
Albany,  and  Rupert's  river,  are  very  large  timber 
trees  of  all  kinds  ;  as  oak,  afh,  &c.  as  well  as 
pines,  cedars,  and  fpruce.  They  have  good  grafs 
for  making  hay,  and  may  have  every  where  within 
land,  all  forts  of  pulfe  and  grain,  and  the  fame 
fort  of  fruit  trees,  that  are  natural  to  the  fame 
climate  in  Europe  ;  for  all  the  forts  they  have 
tried,  thrive  very  welL 

The  ice  breaks  up  at  Moofe  fa6lory  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  but  higher  up  in  the  country, 
in  March.  The  river  is  navigable  for  canoes  a 
great  way  up  among  the  falls  5  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  there  is  one  fall  of  fifty  feet,  but  above 
that  the  river  is  deep,  and  navigable  for  a  great 
way,  where  the  climate  i^  very  good.  The  French 
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have  a  fettlement  for  trade  near  the  fouthern 
branch,  abQyt  loo  miles  above  the  factory,  where 
they  fell  their  goods  cheaper  than  the  company, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulty  and  expence  of 
carrying  them  fo  far  from  Canada,  and  give  as 
much  for  a  martin's  Ikin  as  they  do  for  a  beaver, 
when  we  inlift  upon  three  for  one  ;  by  which 
means  the  French  get  all  the  choice  fkins,  and 
leave  only  the  refufe  for  the  company.  The 
French  have  alfo  another  houfe  pretty  high  up 
Rupert's  River,  by  which  they  have  gained  all 
the  trade  upon  the  Eaft-Main,  except  a  little  the 
company  get  at  Slude  River. 

7'hough  the  bottom  of  the  bay  is  as  near  the 
lin  as  London,  it  being  in  51^.  yet  the  air  is 
exceffively  cold  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  and 
the  other  three  months  very  hot.  However  fome 
fruits,  as  goofe-berries,  ft  raw -berries,  and  dew- 
berries, grow  about  Prince  Rupert's  River,  where 
the  comodities  for  trade  are  guns,  powder,  fliot, 
cloth,  hatchets,  kettles,  tobacco,  &c.  which  the 
Englifh  exchange  with  the  Indians  for  furs,  as 
beavers,  martins,  foxes,  moofe,  and  other  Ikins. 

l^he  Indians  have  no  beavers  to  the  north- 
ward of  Churchill  River,  on  account  of  there  being 
no  ponds  or  woods,  proper  for  thofe  animals; 
but  they  have  a  great  number  of  martins,  bears, 
rein -deer,  buffaloes,  wolves,  and  other  beafts  with 
rich  furs,  the  country  being  moftly  rocky  and 
covered  with  white  mofs.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
fmall  wood  near  thefa6iory,  but  the  wood  improves, 
further  up  the  river  from  the  bay,  where  they  have 
juniper,  birch,  and  poplar,  and  ftill  more  fouth- 
erly  the  timber  is  larger,  and  there  is  great  variety 
of  trees. 

Mr.  Dobbs  obferves,  that  ''  The  company  avoid 
'^  all  they  can  making  difcoveries  to  the  north- 
*^  ward  of  Churchill,  or  extending  their  trade  that 
'*  way,  for  fear  they  fliowld  difcpver  a  paiB^ge  tp 
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^*  the  weilern  ocean  of  America,  and  tempt,  by 
^'  that  means,  the  reft  of  the  Englilh  merchants 
^'  to  lay  open  their  trade,  which  they  know  they 
"  have  no  legal  right  to;  which,  if  the  pallkge 
"  was  found,  would  not  only  animate  the  reft  of 
'^  the  merchants  to  purfue  the  trade  through  that 
''  palfage,  but  alfo  to  find  out  the  great  advantages 
'^  that  might  be  made  of  the  trade  of  the  rivers 
*'  and  countries  adjoining  to  the  bay,  by  which 
''  means  they  would  iofe  their  beloved  monopoly. 
'^  But  the  profpe6t  they  have  of  gain  to  be  made 
*^  by  trading  with  the  Eikimaux  Indians  for  whale- 
''  fin,  whale  and  feal  oil,  and  fea-horfe  teeth,  in- 
**■  duces  them  to  venture  a  Hoop  annually,  as  far 
''  as  62*^.  30.  to  Whale-Cove,  where  thefe  Indians 
"  meet  them,  and  truck  their  fins  and  oil  with 
"  them." 

The  Indians  of  certain  diftri6ts,  bounded  by  par- 
ticular rivers,  have  each  of  them  what  they  call  an 
Okimah  or  Captain,  who  is  an  old  man,  efteemed 
only  for  his  prudence  and  experience.     His  au- 
thority is  only  what  they  pleafe  to  give  him  upon 
particular  occafions.   He  is  their  orator,  when  they 
addrefs  the   Englilh,  and  fpeaks  for  them  in  their 
own  councils,  when  they  aifemble  every  fpring,  to 
fettle  their  quarters  for  hunting,  fowling  and  fiih- 
ing.      They  have    but  few  religious  fentiR:ients. 
They  maintain  that  there  are  two  monetoes  or  fpi- 
rits,  one  who  fends  all  good  things,  and  the  other 
all  the  bad.     Their  worlhip  conlifts  in  fongs  and 
dances  at  their  feafts,  in  honour  of  the  monetoes 
who  have  favoured  them  ;  but  if  they  are  fick,  or 
almoft  famiflied  for  want  of  provifions,  they  hang 
fome  little  bauble,  which  they  efteem,  upon  the 
top  of  a  pale  near  the  tent,  to  pacify  the  oliended 
fpirit.     As  they  live  a  rambling  life,  they  can  re- 
ceive no  benefit  from  tame  fowl  or  cattle,  for  they 
feldom  fi:ay  above  a  fornight  at  a  place,  unlefs  they 
find  plenty  of  game.   On  their  removal  they  build 
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their  huts^  and  then  difpeiTe  to  get  game  for  their 
food,  returning  at  night,  after  having  killed  enough 
to  fupport  them  for  a  day.  But  in  thefe  excurfions 
they  do  not  proceed  above  a  league  or  two  from 
their  huts.  When  the}  find  fcarcity  of  game  they 
remove  a  league  or  two  farther,  ana  thus  traverfe 
through  thele  countries  and  bogs,  fcarce  mfling 
one  day  in  winter  and  fummer,  whether  the  wea- 
ther be  fair  or  foul,  and  going  in  the  greateft  ftorms 
of  fiiow.  The  fmaller  game  got  by  traps  or  fnares 
are  generally  the  employment  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, as  martins,  fquirrels,  ermines,  &c.  while  the 
elks,  or  moofe-deer,  fiags,  bears,  tygers,  wild 
beeves,  wolves,  foxes,  beavers,  otters,  corcajons, 
&c.  are  the  employment  of  the  men.  But  when 
the  Indians  kill  any  game  for  food,  they  leave  it 
upon  the  fpot,  and  the  next  day  fend  their  wives 
to  fetch  it  home ;  di reding  them  to  the  place,  by 
breaking  off  branches  from  the  trees,  and  laying 
them  in  the  road,  pointing  to  the  place  where  they 
Ihould  go,  and  fometimes  they  fcatter  mofs,  fo  that 
they  never  mifs  finding  it.  It  is  obfervable  that 
the  trees  all  bend  towards  the  fouth,  and  that  the 
branches  on  that  fide  are  larger  and  flronger  than 
thofe  of  the  north  fide,  and  that  this  is  alfo  the 
cafe  with  refpe6f:  to  the  mofs  that  grows  upon  the 
trees. 

When  they  go  abroad  in  winter  to  hunt  and 
Ihoot  for  their  daily  food,  before  they  drefs,  they 
rub  themfelves  all  over  with  bear's  greafe,  or  oil  of 
beavers,  which  does  not  freeze.  They  alfo  greafe 
thefur  of  their  beaver  coats,  and  then  put  them  on. 
They  have  a  kind  of  boots  or  ftockings  made  of 
beaver's  fkin,  well  oiled  with  the  fur  inwards,  and 
above  them  they  have  an  oiled-fkin  laced  about 
their  feet,  which  keeps  out  the  cold  and  water, 
where  there  is  neither  ice  nor  fnow  ;  and  by  this 
means  they  never  freeze  or  fufFer  by  the  cold.  In 
fummer  when  they  go  naked,  they  alfo  rub  them- 


IN    AMERICA.  231 

felves  with  oil  or  greafe,  which  keeping  their  fkins 
foft  and  fupple>  prevents  their  being  fcorched  by 
expoling  themfelves  to  the  fun,  and  hinders  their 
being  molefted  by  the  flies,  bugs,  mufketoes,  or 
any  other  noxious  infe6l.  When  they  want  to  get^ 
rid  of  it,  they  go  into  the  water  and  rub  themfelves 
all  over  with  mud  or  clay,  then  letting  it  dry  upon 
them,  they  rub  it  oif,  but  whenever  they  are  free 
from  the  oil^  the  flies  and  muflietoes  immediately 
attack  them. 

They  ufe  no  milk  from  the  time  they  are  weaned, 
and  have  an  averfion  to  cheefe,  from  the  opinion 
that  it  is  made  of  dead  men's  fat.  They  love  pruins 
and  railins,  and  will  give  a  beaver's  fliin  for  twelve 
of  them,  to  carry  to  their  children;  they  will  give 
the  fame  for  a  Jew's  harp,  or  for  the  fmalleft  print 
or  pi6lure,  and  all  toys  are  confidered  by  them  as 
jewels. 

The  carcajons  and  otters  prey  upon  the  beavers 
when  they  can  take  them  at  an  advantage.  The 
former  is  as  big  as  a  very  large  dog,  and  has  a  good 
fur,  which  in  exchange  is  valued  at  a  beaver  and 
a  half. 

A  large  beaver,  or  caftor,  is  about  twenty-fix 
inches  long  from  the  hind  part  of  the  head  to 
the  root  of  the  tail,  and  is  about  three  feet  eight 
inches  round.  Its  head  is  about  feven  inches  long 
and  fix  broad,  and  its  tail,  which  is  fomewhat  of 
an  oval  form  and  covered  with  fcales,  is  fourteen 
inches  long  and  fix  broad.  Its  ears  are  (liort  and 
round  ;  its  eyes  are  fmall,  and  it  has  two  fore  teeth 
in  each  jaw  about  an  inch  long,  which  are  ex- 
tren^ely  Iharp  and  ftrong.  Though  its  legs  are 
but  five  inches  long  its  feet  are  above  fix  inches  in 
length,  and  its  paws  formed  like  a  man's  hand  ; 
but  the  toes  of  the  hind  feet  are  joined  like  thofe  of 
a  duck,  with  a  membrane  of  a  flate  colour.  It 
makes  ufe  of  its  paw  in  feeding  as  apes  do,  and  in 
building  its  houfe. 
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The  ancient  writers  of  natural  hiftory  are  mif- 
taken  in  aiTerting  that  the  beavers  bite  off  their 
tefticles  when  piuTued  by  the  huntfmen ;  for  what 
the  phyficians  callcaftoreum^  is  inguinal  and  glands 
of  this  animal.  Be  fides,  the  beavers  are  never  pur- 
fued  in  hunting  ;  for  as  they  feldom  leave  the  fide 
of  the  pond  where  they  have  built  their  kennels, 
upon  the  leaft  noife  they  dive  under  water,  and 
return  to  their  little  houfes  when  the  danger  is 
over. 

The  beavers  are  of  three  colours,  fome  of  a  red- 
diili  brown,  others  black,  and  others  white.  Thofe 
of  each  pond  are  reprefented  by  feveral  authors,  as 
forming  a  commonwealth  ;  as  having  an  excellent 
polity  and  laws,  and  as  holding  frequent  confulta- 
tions  for  their  mutual  defence :  but  it  is  probable 
thefe  things  are  greatly  exaggerated :  however 
their  fagacity  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  very  ex- 
traordinary, and  the  manner  of  building  their 
houfes  or  kennels  has  been  always  a  fubje(5l  of  ad- 
miration to  the  curious. 

The  beavers  finding  a  rivulet  that  runs  a-crofs  a 
low  ground,  make  banks  that  flop  the  courfe  of  the 
water,  and  caufe  an  inundation  that  is  fometimes 
lix  miles  in  circumference.  This  bank  is  made 
with  trees,  which  they  cut  down  with  their  teeth, 
and  then  drag  them  along  as  they  fwim  in  the 
water.  The  trees  being  ranged  along  the  bottom 
of  the  low  ground,  thefe  animals  load  themfelves 
with  grafs  and  earth,  which  they  drag  along  upon 
their  great  tails,  and  throw  in  between  the  wood  with 
fuch  art  and  induftry,  that  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impoflible,  for  man  to  make  a  ftronger 
wall  with  fuch  materials.  Their  tails  ferve  them, 
both  for  carts  and  trowels,  and  their  teeth  for  axes, 
their  paws  fupply  the  place  of  hands,  and  their  feet 
ferve  inftead  of  oars.  In  Ihort,  in  the  fpacc  of  five 
or  fix  months,  about  an  hundred  of  thefe  animals 
will  make  banks  of  4  or  500  paces  in  length,  of  20 
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in  heighth,  and  feven  or  eight  in  thicknefs.  The 
pond  being  completed,  they  build  their  houfes 
near  the  center,  by  making  holes  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  for  planting  fix  polls,  upon  which  each 
of  their  edifices  is  built  in  a  mofl  curious  manner, 
with  branches  of  trees,  herbs,  and  earth.  Some  fay 
they  have  three  flories,  that  they  may  mount  up 
from  one  to  the  other,  when  the  waters  rife  by  rains 
or  thaw ;  and  that  each  beaver  has  an  apartment 
to  himfelf  which  he  enters  under  water  through  a 
great  hole  in  the  firft  floor,  that  has  a  communica- 
tion with  the  two  other  rooms ;  but  this  is  not 
true. 

The  chief  food  of  the  beavers  is  the  poplar,  but 
they  alfo  eat  fallows,  alders,  and  moft  other  trees 
that  have  not  a  reiinous  juice,  feeding  on  the  mid- 
dle bark.  In  May  when  wood  is  not  plenty,  they 
live  upon  a  large  root,  a  fathom  long,  which  grows 
in  the  marfhes,  and  is  as  thick  as  a  man's  leg,  but 
at  this  time  the  beavers  are  not  fo  good  eating  as 
when  they  feed  upon  barks.  They  will  cut  down 
trees  with  their  teeth,  that  are  extremely  thick, 
and  when  one  of  them  obferves  that  the  tree  is 
ready  to  fall,  he  gives  a  loud  cry  and  runs  the  con- 
trary way,  and  is  followed  by  the  reft.  They  then 
cut  off  all  the  twigs  and  fmaller  branches,  two  or 
three  fathoms  in  length,  and  draw  them  to  their 
houfes  in  the  ponds,  and  having  repaired  their  pond 
head,  they  thruft  one  end  of  thefe  fticks  into  the 
clay  or  mud,  that  they  may  lie  under  water  all  the 
winter,  to  preferve  the  bark,  green  and  tender  for 
their  winter  provifions.  In  this  manner  they  ferve 
Loth  the  fmaller  and  larger  branches,  until  they 
come  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree. 

The  beaver,  is  excellent  food,  but  the  tongue 
and  tail  are  the  moft  delicious  parts.  They  bring 
forth  their  young  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer, 
when  the  females  are  lean  by  fuckling  them,  the 
males  are  alfo  lean  all  the  fummer^  during  which 
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they  are  employed  in  repairing  their  ponds  and 
houfes,  and  in  cutting  down  and  providing  wood 
and  branches  for  their  winter  ftore,  but  they  are 
very  fat,  from  November  till  the  end  of  March. 
They  breed  once  a  year,  and  have   from  ten  to 
fifteen  at  a  litter,  which  grow  up  in  one  feafon  ; 
they  therefore  multiply  very  fall,  whence  if  the 
Indians  empty  a  pond,  and  take  the  whole  lodge, 
they  generally  leave  a  pair  to  breed,  by  which  it 
is  again  fully  ftocked  in  two  or  three  years  time. 
A  good  hunter  among  the  Indians  can  kill  600 
beavers  in  a  feafon,  but  their  canoes  are  fo  fmall 
that  they  can    bring  only   100,     They  therefore 
fometimes  burn  off  the  fur  and  roaft  the  beavers 
like  pigs. 

The  ounce  is  of  the  cat  kind,  but  as  large  as 
a  great  dog  ;  it  preys  upon  all  the  beafts  it  can 
conquer,  as  does  alfo  the  tyger,  which  is  the  only 
beaft  in  that  country  that  will  not  fly  from  a  man. 
The  beeves  have  a  large  bunch  upon  their  backs, 
which  is  by  far  the  moft  delicious  part  of  them,  it 
being  juicy,  rich,  and  as  fweet  as  marrow,  though 
it  weighs  feveral  pounds.  They  are  covered  with 
exceeding  good  hair,  almoft  as  fine  as  iilk,  and 
one  of  their  fleeces  will  weigh  at  leaft  eight  pounds. 


CHAPTER     XXII. 
A  fliort  account  of  the  fettlement  of  Penufylvania, 


JL  H  E  next  ftate  that  was  fettled  in  Ameri- 
ca, was  that  of  Pennfylvania,  the  beft  projected, 
and  moftflourifliingoftheftatesin  North  America. 
Admiral  Penn,whoin  conjun6lion  with  col.  Vena- 
bles  conquered  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  was  after- 
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wards  knighted,  being  in  high  credit  with  king 
Charles  II.  and  the  duke  of  York,  had  thepromiie 
of  a  grant  of  this  country  from  that  king,  as  a 
reward  for  his  pall  fervices,  and  fome  years  after 
his  death  his  fon  ftrenuoufly  folicited  the  proniifed 
grant ;  which,  as  the  king  owed  conliderable  funis 
to  his  father,  he  obtained  in  the  year  1679,  and 
the  original  patent  was  dated  the  4th  of  Mareh> 
i58o.  Mr.  Penn  afterwards  obtained  part  of  Nova 
Belgia,  or  the  province  of  New- York,  which  was 
added  to  the  country  he  had  acquired  by  the  firft 
grant,  and  both  together,  from  his  own  name,  he 
called  Pennfylvania,  or  Penn 's  Country. 

But  before  we  proceed,  it  may  be  neceffary  juft 
to  obferve  that  the  Dutch  were  the  firft  planters 
here,  as  well  as  at  New- York,  and  living  near  the 
bay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  province,  applied 
themfelves  chiefly  to  trade.  Afterwards  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Finland  fettled  near  the  Freihes 
of  Delawar,  where  they  applied  thenifelves  to 
hulbandry,  and  had  a  governor  appointed  them 
by  their  own  fovereign  the  king  of  Sweden.  But 
between  thefe  two  neighbours  there  happened 
frequent  difputes,  till  the  Dutch  growing  too 
powerful  for  the  Swedes,  the  latter  fubmitted  to 
their  ftronger  neighbours,  and  the  Swedifh  go- 
vernor made  a  formal  furrender  of  the  country  to 
the  governor  for  the  States  General  ;  after  which 
this  province  continued  fubje6l  to  that  republic, 
till  the  Englilh  drove  the  Dutch  out  of  New- York, 
which  rendered  the  pofTeffion  of  thole  territories 
the  more  eafy  to  Mr.  Penn. 

Before  Mr.  Penn  fent  over  the  firft  adventurers 
under  his  patent,  there  were  a  few  Englifti  in  Penn- 
fylvania, over  whom  he  placed  as  Governor  Colo- 
nel William  Markham,  his  nephew,  to  whom  both 
the  Swedes  and  Dutch  fubmitted.  Mr.  Penn  had 
the  more  earneftly  iblicited  the  above  grant,  on 
account  of  the  perfecution  of  the  diiTenters,  and 
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particularly  on  his  finding  his  friends  the  quakers 
haralFed  all  over  P^ngland  by  the  fpiritual  courts, 
he  himfelf  being  many  times  thrown  in  prifon,  not 
only  for  preaching,  but  merely  for  being  prefent 
at  their  alTemblies:  He  therefore  refolved  to  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  as  many  as  would  go  with 
him,  and  remove  to  this  country,  but  firft  fent 
over  a  body  of  fettlers  from  London,  Liverpool, 
and  Briftol,  who  purchafed  confiderable  quantities 
of  land,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds  for  a  thou- 
fand  acres,  and  paying  a  fmall  quit-rent.  The 
male  and  female  fervants  were  to  have  iifty  acres 
when  their  time  was  out,  and  the  owners  of  land 
thirty  acres  a  head  for  fuch  fervants.  In  order  to 
fecure  the  new  planters  from  the  Indians,  he  ap- 
pointed commiffioners  to  confer  with  them  about 
the  land  and  to  confirm  a  league  of  peace:  by  thefe 
firft  adventurers,  he  alfo  fent  a  very  afFe6tionate 
and  friendly  letter  to  the  native  Indians,  and  the 
fame  year  went  to  Pennfylvania  himfelf,  taking 
with  him  a  great  number  of  people,  who  with  thofe 
that  immediately  followed  him,  amounted  to  2000 
perfons. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived,  he  took  the  government 
into  his  own  hands,  entered  into  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Indian  kings,  and  inftead  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  his  patent,  purchafed  of  them  the  lands 
he  had  obtained  by  his  grant.  He  then  fettled  the 
conftitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  by  the  confent 
of  the  inhabitants,  by  whom  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  according  to  the  fundamental  conftitution 
of  Pennfylvania,  which  he  himfelf  had  drawn  up 
and  publifhed  in  England,  that  all  perfons  who 
acknowledged  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  Ihould  enjoy 
free  liberty  of  confcience  ;  and  have  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  civil  liberty,  and  that  no  laws  fhould  be 
made  there  nor  money  raifed  but  by  the  confent  of 
the  inhabitants ;  who  were  alfo  allowed  to  ena6f: 
what  laws  they  pleafed  for  the  profperity  and  fe- 
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curity  of  the  province.  He  eftabliflied  courts  of 
jufiice  in  every  county,  with  proper  officers,  to 
prevent  lawfuits  and  contentions  ;  and  three  peace- 
makers were  chofen  by  every  county-court  in  the 
nature  of  common  arbitrators,  to  hear  and  put  an 
end  to  all  the  dirlerences  that  arofe  between  man 
and  man;  he  alfo  ordained  that  every  fpring  and 
autumn,  an  orphans  court  Ihould  be  held  in  each 
county,  to  infpe6>  and  regulate  the  affairs  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans. 

Mr.  William  Penn  ftaid  there  two  years  till  he 
had  fettled  every  thing  to  his  own  and  the  people's 
fatisfa6tion,  during  which  he  behaved  in  fuch  a 
manner  to  the  Indians,  that  he  infpired  them  with 
a  moft  extraordinary  love  and  efteem  both  for  him 
and  his  people  ;  fo  that  they  {till  fpeak  of  him  with 
the  utmoil  gratitude  and  afFe6tion,  and  whenever 
they  would  exprefsan  extraordinary  regard  for  any 
Englilhman,  they  fay  we  efteem  and  love  you  as  if 
you  were  that  good  man  William  Penn  himfelf. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

Some  account  of  the  motives,  and  the  plan  for, fettling  the  pro- 
vince of  Georgia.  The  firll  colony  fent  over  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Oglethorpe. 


EFORE  the  laft  war  with  Spain,  fome 
perfons  of  great  diftin(?lion  obferving,  that  conli- 
derable  numbers  of  people  in  thefe  kingdoms  were 
by  a  variety  of  misfortunes  rendered  mcapable  of 
fubiifting  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves 
and  the  community^  formed  a  defign  of  fettling 
that  part  of  America  which  properly  forms  the 
frontier  towards  the  Spaniards  and  the  French, 
and  which^  though  within  the  bounds  of  the  pro- 
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vince  of  Carolina,  as  defcribed  in  its  charter,  was 
in  reality  no  part  of  it,  as  not  being  at  all  fettled : 
and  for  that  reafon,  rather  a  burden  than  an  advan- 
tage to  the  province  to  which  it  belonged.  They 
therefore  applied  to  the  crown  forfufficient  powers 
to  fet  this  undertaking  on  foot,  and  meeting  with 
all  the  encouragement  they  could  deiire  or  expe<5l, 
eafily  obtained  a  very  extenfive  charter.  Their 
next  care  was  to  raife  a  fund  fufficient  for  fending 
over  a  coniiderable  number  of  people,  and  pro- 
viding them  with  all  kinds  of  neceiTaries,  towards 
w  hich  they  fubfcribed  liberally  themfelves,  obtain- 
ed coniiderable  funis  by  way  of  colIe<5lion,  and  had 
alfo  a  grant  from  the  parliament  of  10,000 1. 

In  laying  the  plan  for  this  frontier  fettlement  it 
was  refolvcd,  to  coniider  each  fettler  in  a  double 
capacity,  as  a  planter,  and  as  a  foldier,  and  to  pro^ 
vide  for  them  arms  for  their  defence,  as  well  as 
tools  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  to  have 
them  taught  the  ufe  of  both.  It  was  alfo  refolved, 
that  upon  the  firft  fettling  of  this  colony,  towns 
fhould  be  laid  out,  and  lands  allotted  each  of  the 
men,  for  their  fupport,  as  near  thofe  towns  as 
poffible.  It  was  agreed,  that  every  lot  of  land 
Iliould  confift  of  50  acres,  and  that  it  ihould  be 
granted  them  in  tail  male  as  the  propereft  tenure 
for  the  colony  in  its  infancy ;  and  with  refpe6f  to 
any  hardfnips  that  might  arife  from  this  tenure, 
they  determined  to  remedy  them  occafionally,  till 
fuch  time  as  the  condition  of  the  colony  fhould 
render  an  alteration  nccellary  ;  they  alfodetermin- 
eJ  to  prohibit  negroes,  the  uie  of  them  being  abfo- 
lutely  inconliftent  with  the  defign  of  forming  a 
frontier  fettlement,  and  in  many  refpe(5is  incon- 
venient and  dangerous. 

'i  hefe  difpofitions  being  made,  it  was  refolved 
to  fend  over  114  peifons,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, out  of  fuch  as  were  in  low  circumftances, 
and  by  that  means  unable  to  follow  any  buiincfs  in 
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England,  and  who  if  in  debt  had  leave  from  their 
creditors  to  go;  and  of  fuch  as  were  recommended 
by  the  minifter,  church- wardens  and  overfeers  ot 
their  refpe(5tive  pariflies,  and  James  Oglethorpe, 
Efq  one  of  the  truftees,  offered  to  go  and  form  the 
fettlement  at  his  own  expence. 

On  the  24th  of  06lober  1 732,  the  people  were  all 

examined  whether  any  of  them  had  any  obje<5lions 

to  the  terms  and  conditions  propofed,  when   they 

declared  that  they  were  fully  fatisiied  with   them, 

and  executed  articles  under  their  hands  and  feals, 

tellifying  their  confents  thereto ;  but  four  of  them 

deiiring  their  daughters  might  inherit,  as  well  as 

their  fons,  and  that  their  widows  dower  might  be 

confidered  ;  the  truftees  immediately  refolved,  that 

every  perfon  who  fhould  delire  the  fame  Ihould  have 

the  privilege  of  naming  a  fucceffor  to  the  lands 

granted  him  ;  who  in  cafe  the  pofTeiTor  fhould  die 

without  ilTue  male,  fhould  hold  the  fame  to  them 

and  their  heirs    for  ever  ;    and  that  the  widows 

Ihould  have  their  thirds  as  in  England.     This  re- 

folution  was  immediately  communicated  to  all  the 

people,  who  now  exprefTed  themfelves  fully  fatif- 

fied. 

The  truftees  then  prepared  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  eftablilhed  under  their  feal  a  court  of 
judicature,  for  trying  caufes,  as  well  criminal  as 
civil,  in  the  town  of  Savannah,  the  name  given  to 
the  firft  town  to  be  raifed;  they  alfo  appointed 
a  bailiff,  a  recorder,  two  conftables,  and  two  ty thing 
men,  out  of  fuch  of  the  fettlers  as  appeared  mcft 
prudent  and  difcreet. 

Thefe  meafures  being  taken,  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
fet  out  for  Gravefend  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1732,  and  from  thence  failed  for  Carolina,  where 
he  arrived  with  the  colony  on  the  15th  of  January 
following.  They  were  received  at  Charles  Town, 
by  the  governor,  with  great  kindnefs  and  civility, 
when  Mr.  Middleton,  the  king  s  pilot,  was  ordered 
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to  ftecr  the  lliip  into  Port  Royal,  and  to  convey 
the  fmall  cratt  with  the  colony  from  thence  to  the 
river  Savannah.  On  the  i8th  Mr  Oglethorpe  went 
on  fliore  upon  French's  Ifland,  and  left  a  guard 
upon  John'sj  a  point  of  that  iiland  which  commands 
the  channel,  and  is  about  half  way  between  Beau- 
fort and  the  river  Savannah.  Mr.  Oglethorpe  then 
went  to  Beaufort  Town,  where  he  was  faluted  with 
a  difcharge  of  the  artillery.,  and  had  a  new  bar- 
rack fitted  up,  where  the  colony  landed  on  the 
2oth,  and  were  cheerfully  affifted  by  the  officers 
and  gentlemen  of  the  neigbourhood/  From  thence 
he  went  to  view  the  Savannah  river,  and  having 
pitched  upon  a  convenient  fpot  of  ground  ten 
miles  up,  the  town  was  marked  out,  and  the  firft 
houfe  begun  on  the  9th  of  P'ebtuary,   1733. 

The  chief  reafons  that  determined  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe in  the  choice  of  this  place  were,  health, 
pleafure,  and  conveniency.  Before  his  arrival  in 
the  country,  it  had  the  name  of  Yammacraw,  from 
an  Indian  nation  who  inhabited  there,  under  the 
command  of  their  chief  Tomochichi,  who  readily 
gave  place  to  the  Englilh,  and  entered  into  a  dole 
friend  (hip  with  them,  which  was  the  more  agree - 
ble,  as  there  was  no  other  Indian  nation  within  50 
miles,  but  Mr.  Oglethorpe  called  the  town  Savan- 
nah, from  the  name  of  the  river. 

While  the  town  was  building,  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
kept  a  ftri6t  difcipline,  none  of  the  people  were  al- 
lowed to  fwear  or  get  drunk  ;  they  were  debarred 
the  ufe  of  fpirituous  lipuors,  and  inflead  of  rum,  had 
Englilh  beer.  While  this  work  was  going  for- 
wards, (bme  of  the  land  was  ploughed  up,  part 
of  which  was  fowed  with  wheat.  At  the  fame  time 
two  or  three  gardens  were  lowed  with  pot-herbs, 
^c.  and  feveral  fruit  trees  planted.  The  limits  of 
the  town  were  alfo  pallifadoed,  and  every  thing 
went  forwards  with  the  greateft  regularity. 
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Things  being  in  fome  forwardnefs,  and  every 
man  being  appointed  his  proper  ftation  and  em- 
ployment, Mr.  Oglethorpe  fet  out  for  Charles- 
Town,  to  folicit  fuccours  for  his  colony,  where 
both  the  aflenibly  and  people  in  general  contribut- 
ed largely  to  the  afliftance  of  the  new  comers.  Five 
hundred  pounds  of  tliis  money  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
immediately  laid  out  in  cattle,  and  having  given 
dire6tions  for  providing  at  Charles  Town  what 
his  people  might  have  occafion  for,  went  back  to 
Savannah. 

On  his  return,  he  found  that  the  chief  men  of 
the  Lower  Creek  Indians  were  come  to  treat  of  an 
alliance  with  the  new  colony.  Thefe  Lower  Creeks 
are  a  nation  that  formerly  confided  often,  but  are 
now  reduced  to  eight  tribes,  that  have  each  a 
different  government,  but  are  allied  together  and 
fpeak  the  fame  language.  Their  claims  extended 
from  the  Savannah  river,  as  far  as  St.  Auguftin 
and  up  Flint  river,  which  falls  into  the  bay  of 
Mexico.  Tomochichi  and  the  Indians  of  Yamma- 
craw,  were  of  the  fame  nation. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  received  the  Indians  in  one  of 
the  new  houfes.  They  conlifted  of  the  chiefs  and 
war  captains  of  the  feveral  tribes  and  their  attend- 
ants, all  of  whom  being  feated.  Oueekachumpa^ 
a  very  tall  old  man,  flood  up  and  made  a  fpeech, 
which  was  interpreted  by  Mr.  Wigan  and  Mr.  Muf- 
grove :  He  firft  claimed  all  the  lands  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  river  Savannah,  as  belonging  to  the 
Creek  Indians,  and  then  added,  that  though  they 
were  but  poor  and  ignorant,  he  that  had  given  the 
Englifh  breath,  had  given  them  breath  alfo,  but 
had  bellowed  more  wifdom  on  the  white  men.  That 
they  were  all  perfuaded,  that  the  great  power  who 
dwelt  in  heaven  and  all  around  (at  which  he 
fpread  out  his  hands  and  lengthened  the  found  of 
his  words)  had  fent  the  Engliih  thither  for  the  in- 
flrudion  of  them,  their  wives  and  their  children, 

VOL.  ij.  H  h 
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tha:t  therefore  they  freely  gave  up  to  them  their 
right  to  all  the  land  they  did  not  ufe  themfelves. 
That  this  was  not  only  his  opinion,  but  the  opinion 
of  the  eight  towns  of  the  Creeks,  each  of  whom 
having  confulted  together  had  fent  fome  of  their 
chief  men  with  Ikins,  which  was  their  wealth. 
The  chief  men  then  brought  a  bundle  of  bucklkins, 
and  laid  eight  from  the  eight  towns  before  Mr  Ogle- 
thorpe. He  then  faid  that  thefe  were  the  beft  things 
they  had,  and  that  they  gave  them  with  a  good 
heart.  He  thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs  to  Tomo- 
chichi,  to  whom  he  faid  he  was  related,  who  though 
he  had  been  banifhed  from  his  nation,  was  a  good 
man,  and  had  been  a  great  warrior,  and  that  for 
his  wifdom  and  juftice,  the  baniflied  men  had  chofen 
him  Mico  or  king.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that  he  had  heard  the  Cherokees  had  killed  fome 
Engliilimen,  and  that  if  Mr.  Oglethorpe  would 
command  them,  they  would  enter  with  their  whole 
force  into  the  Cherokee  country,  deftroy  their 
harveft,  kill  the  people,  and  revenge  the  Englifh. 
When  he  had  done  fpeaking,  Tomochichi  came 
in  with  the  Yammacraw  Indians,  and  making  a 
low  obeifance,  faid,  ^'  I  was  a  banifhed  man,  and 
*^  came  here  poor  and  helplefs,  to  look  for  good 
'^  land  near  the  tombs  of  my  anceftors,  and  when 
*'  you  the  Englilh  came  to  this  place,  I  feared 
"  you  would  drive  us  away ;  for  we  were  weak 
''  and  wanted  corn  :  But  you  confirmed  our  land 
*^  to  us,  and  gave  us  food."  Then  the  chiefs  of 
the  other  nations  made  fpeeches,  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  as  Oueekachumpa's  ;  after  which  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  commerce  was  agreed  to,  and  figned 
by  Mr.  Oglethorpe  and  them.  Which  being  done, 
a  laced  coat,  a  laced  hat,  and  a  jhirt,  were  given 
to  each  king  :  Each  of  the  warriors  had  a  gun 
and  a  mantle  of  duffils,  and  all  their  attendants 
had  coarfe  cloth  for  clothing  and  other  things. 
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This  treaty  being  concluded,  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
returned  to  England  to  procure  the  necefTary 
fupplies,  and  arrived  there  in  June  1734,  bringing 
with  him  Tomochichi,  Mico  or  king  of  the  Yam- 
macraws,  Senawki,  his  confort,  and  Yoonakowi, 
his  nephew  ;  as  alfo  Hillifpilli,  a  war  captain,  and 
Apakowtlki,  Stimaletchi,  Sintouchi,  Hiuguthi, 
and  Umphychi,  five  other  Indian  chiefs,  with 
their  interpreter. 

Thefe  Indians  were  lodged  at  the  Georgia  office 
in  old  Palace-yard,  where  they  were  handfomely 
entertained  ;  and  being  fuitably  drefTed,  were  in- 
troduced to  the  court,  which  was  then  at  Keniing- 
ton.     Tomochichi  prefented  to  the  king  feveral 
eagles  feathers,   which  according  to  their  cuftom 
was  the  moft  refpe6lful  gift  he  could  offer,    and 
then  made  the  following  fpeech  ;    "  This  day  I 
'^  fee  the  majefty  of  your  face,  the  greatnefs   of 
"  your  houfe,  and  the  number  of  your  people. 
'^  I  come  for  the  good  of  the  whole  nation  called 
'^  the  Creeks,  to  renew  the  peace  they  have  long 
ago  concluded  with  the  Englilli.     I  am  come 
over  in  my  old  days,  though  I  cannot  live  to 
reap  any  advantage  to  myfelf.     I  am  come  for 
the  good  of  the  children  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
"  Upper  and  Lower  Creeks,  that  they  may  be  in- 
'^  fl:ru<5led  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Englifli.  Thefe 
''  are  the  feathers  of  the  eagle,  the  fwifteft  of  all 
'^  birds,  who  fly  round  our  nations.    Thefe  feathers 
are  in  our  land  a  fign  of  peace,  and  we  have 
brought  them  over  to  leave  with  you,  O  great 
king,  as  a  fign  of  everlafling  peace.     O  great 
*'  king,  whatfoever  words  you  fhall  fay  unto  me, 
''  I  will  tell  them  faithfully  to   all  the  kings  of 
^'  the  Creek  nations."     In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech 
his  majefly  affured  him,  that  all  thofe  nations  fhould 
have  his  prote(?tion,  and  fincere  regard. 

Thefe  Indians  afterwards  took  a  tour  through 
the  nation,  and  during  their  ftay  in  England  gave 
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the  moft  evident  marks  of  good  fenfe,  and  of  a 
fincere  inclination  to  carry  on  a  friendly  corref- 
pondence  between  their  own  nation  and  ours. 
They  in  particular  deiired  the  truftees,  that  the 
weights,  meafures,  prices,  and  qualities  of  goods 
to  be  purchafed  by  them  with  their  deer  (kins 
might  be  fettled.  That  nobody  might  be  allowed 
to  trade  with  them  without  a  licence  from  the 
truftees,  that  if  they  were  injured,  they  might  know 
where  to  complain,  and  that  th^re  might  be  but 
one  ftore-houfe  in  each  Indian  town,  for  fupplying 
them  with  the  goods  they  might  want  to  purchafe, 
and  that  in  each,  the  traders  fhould  be  oMiged  to 
fupply  them  at  the  fixed  prices.  Alleging  tha  t 
the  traders  had  often  in  an  arbitrary  manner  raifed 
the  price  of  goods,  and  defrauded  them  in  their 
weights  and  meafures  ;  which  had  frequently 
created  animofities  between  the  Englifh  and  In- 
dians, that  had  ended  in  wars,  prejudicial  to  both 
nations. 

In  compliance  with  this  requeft,  the  truftees 
procured  feveral  a6ls  of  parliament ;  one  for  main- 
taining peace  with  thefe  Indians  ;  another  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  and  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors 
into  the  province  of  Georgia  ;  and  another  to 
prevent  the  introdu61:ion  of  negroes  into  that 
province. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  two  embarkatioirs 
were  made  the  fame  year,  chiefly  of  Saltburghers, 
who  with  others  that  went  before,  built  and  fet- 
tled a  town,  called  Ebenezer,  upon  the  river 
Savannah.  The  fucceeding  year,  the  colony  of 
South  Carolina,  fending  over  a  memorial  relating 
to  their  danger  from  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
the  parliament  granted  the  truftees  an  extraordi- 
nary fupply  of  26,0001.  and  very  confiderable  bene- 
fadtions  were  made  both  in  England  and  Caro- 
lina, on  which  account  great  numbers  of  people 
were  fent,   who  conMed  moftly    of  perfecuted 
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German  proteftants^  and  others  from  the  north 
of  Scotland. 

In  January  1735,  fome  highlanders  arrived  in 
Georgia  and  were  fettled  on  the  Alatamaha  river, 
about  lixteen  miles  diltant  from  the  ifland  of  St. 
Simon  which  is  at  its  mouth.  They  foon  raifed 
convenient  huts,  till  their  houfes  could  be  built, 
and  the  town  at  their  defire  was  called  Darien, 
which  name  that  diftri6lftill  remains,  though  they 
afterwards  changed  the  name  of  the  town  to  that 
of  New  Inverncfs. 

On  the  6th  of  February  following  arrived  the 
great  embarkation,  confifting  of  470  perfons,  under 
the  diredion  of  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  and  was  fettled 
upon  the  illand  of  St.  Simon,  The  Creek  Indians 
came  down  upon  this  occalion^and  in  confequence 
of  their  claiming  a  right  to  the  country,  were 
treated  with,  when  they  agreed  that  the  Englifti 
fhould  pofTefs  that  and  all  the  adjacent  i Hands  ; 
which  necelFary  ftep  being  taken,  the  town  of 
Frederica  was  laid  out,  and  the  people  fet  to  work 
in  building  of  houfes. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Simon  is  conveniently  fituated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Alatamaha,  a  very  fine  river ; 
it  is  about  forty  miles  in  extent  ;  has  a  rich  and 
fruitful  foil,  and  is  full  of  oak  and  hickery  trees., 
intermixed  with  meadows. 

As  foon  as  this  fettlement  was  made,  care  was 
taken  for  its  fecurity,  on  account  of  its  being  the 
fouthern  barrier.  A  regular  fortrefs  ftrengthened 
with  four  baft  ions,  and  a  fpur  work  was  ere6ted  at 
Frederica,  towards  the  river,  and  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon  mounted  upon  it :  A  ftrong  battery  was 
alfo  raifed,  for  the  prote6lion  of  Jekyll  found, 
where  ten  or  twelve  forty  gun  fliips  may  fafely  ride. 
Another  fort  was  built  on  the  fouth-weft  part  of 
Cumberland  ifland,  where  feveral  pieces  of  cannon 
are  pointed  towards  the  river,  fo  as  to  command 
all  the    floops  and  fmall    craft   navigating  that 


246^  DISCOVERIES  OF  THE  ENGLISH 

paflage  ;  within  the  pallifade  which  furrounds  the 
fort,  are  fine  fprings  of  water,  and  a  good  timber 
houfe,  with  large  and  convenient  magazines  under 
it,  for  ammunition  and  provifions. 

But  while  fuch  care  was  taken  of  the  fouth 
frontier,  the  northern  part  of  the  colony  was  not 
negle(5led  :  Orders  were  given  for  ere6iing  a  fort 
at  Augufta,  a  place  lituated  on  the  river  Savannah, 
where  the  traders  with  the  Indians  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  refort,  and  where  there  are 
large  warehoufes  furnilhed  with  fuch  goods  as  are 
wanted  by  the. Indians.  The  deer  fkins  taken  in 
exchange  are  fent  230  miles  down  the  river,  to  the 
town  of  Savannah,  in  boats  that  carry  each  about 
9000  weight.  A  horfe  road  was  alfo  made  from 
thence  to  the  town  of  Savannah,  and  to  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  Cherokee  Indians.  By  thefe  precautions 
the  trade  of  both  colonies  with  thefe  Indians  was 
facilitated,  and  the  country  on  that  fide,  fecured 
from  any  farther  attempts  of  an  enemy. 

The  Settlements  now  became  fo  confiderable  as 
not  only  to  draw  the  attention  but  to  excite  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Spaniards,  who  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  overpowered  and  driven  out  their 
neighbours,  but  the  Indians  being  ftrongly  attach- 
ed to  the  Englifh,  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  found  it  more  expedient 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  and  to  endeavour 
to  conclude  an  amicable  agreement  with  the  Eng- 
lifh fettlements,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe  concluded  a 
treaty  with  him,  upon  very  fafe  and  advantageous 
terms  ;  in  which  it  was  mutually  agreed,  that 
neither  the  Indians  fubje61:  to  the  king  of  Spain 
ihould  attack  the  fubjecls  of  Great-Britain,  nor 
the  Creeks  commit  hof^ilitiesagainft  the  fubjeds  of 
his  Catholic  majefly.  That  Mr.  Oglethorpe  fhould 
draw  off  the  garrifon  and  artillery  from  the  illand 
of  St  George,  provided  that  none  of  his  Catholic 
majefty's  fubje61:s  fliould  inhabit  it,  and  that  np 
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prejudice  fliould  thence  arife  to  the  right  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  that  iiland.  That  the  fubje6ls 
of  neither  crown  Ihould  molell  each  other,  and 
the  differences  that  might  arife  concerning  the 
limits  of  their  reipe6tive  governments,  and  the 
dominion  of  the  two  crowns  (hould  remain  unde- 
cided till  the  determination  of  the  refpedive  courts. 
But  it  feems  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin  was 
not  in  the  fecret  of  his  court,  for  the  Spanifh 
miniftry  laid  claim  to  Georgia,  as  being  within 
the  dominion  of  Spain,  and  began  to  tranfport 
troops  into  Spanilh  Florida  from  the  ifland  of  Cirba, 
and  other  parts  of  their  dominions.  They  dif- 
approved  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  governor 
of  St.  Auguftin,  and  made  open  preparations,  in 
order  to  attack  the  fettlements  of  Georgia. 

Thefe  preparations  foon  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  lieutenant-governor  of  South -Carolina,  who 
fending  a  memorial  to  his  Majefty,  he  was  pleafed 
to  order  a  regiment  of  600  efFe61:ive  men  to  be 
raifed  and  fent  for  the  prote6lion  of  Georgia ;  and 
as  a  farther  encouragement  to  thefe  foldiers,  the 
truftees  gave  each  of  them  an  allotment  of  five 
acres  of  land  to  cultivate  for  their  own  ufe  and 
benefit,  and  it  was  refolved  that  each  foldier,  who 
after  being  feven  years  in  the  fervice,  fhould  be 
defirousof  quitting  it,  ihould  have  his  regular  dif- 
charge  and  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  twenty  acres.- 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1737,  the  parlia- 
ment coniidering  the  great  expences  the  truftees 
had  been  at  in  making  roads,  building  fortifica- 
tions and  fending  prefents  to  the  Indians,  granted 
them  20,oool.  more  for  the  flirther  fettling  and  fe- 
curing  the  fettlement ;  on  which  the  truftees  made 
another  embarkation,  chiefly  of  perfecuted  German 
proteftants  ;  and  in  confequence  of  ib  confiderable 
an  augmentation  of  people,  all  the  towns  laid  out 
in  Georgia,  received  great  fupplies,  and  the  utmoft 
care  was  taken  to  put  the  fortifications  into  the  beft 
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pofture  of  defence^  that  their  circumftances  would 
allow. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  which  Mr. 
Oglethorpe  was  appointed  colonel,  he  diftributed 
them  in  the  propereft  manner  for  the  fervice  of  the 
fettlements  ;  but  ftill  kept  up  the  fame  difcipline 
and  took  as  much  care  to  form  and  regulate  the 
inhabitants  with  refped  to  military  affairs  as  ever. 
He  alfo  provided  different  corps  for  different  fer- 
vices ;  fome  for  ranging  the  woods  ;  and  others 
for  fudden  expeditions;  he  likewife  provided  vefTels 
for  fcouring  the  fea  coafts  and  for  gaining  intelli- 
gence. 

The  truftees  by  their  letters  and  inftru6lions  to 
the  magiftrates,  had  conftantly  exhorted  and  en- 
couraged the  people  to  cultivate  their  lands  ;  but 
in  1738,  finding  that  there  were  many  who  ftill 
continued  in  idlenefs,  and  were  a  burden  to  them, 
they  gave  orders  for  ftriking  off  the  ftore,  all  who 
having  had  time  to  cultivate  their  lands,  negle61ed 
this  important  duty,  and  at  length  a  part  of  the 
people  fent  over  a  memorial  to  the  truftees  com- 
plaining of  the  want  of  a  fee  fimplein  their  lands, 
and  of  not  being  permitted  the  ufe  of  negroes. 
But  thofe  who  were  fettled  on  the  frontier  and  were 
confequently  moft  expofed  to  the  Spaniards,  having 
by  their  induftry  improved  their  plantations,  fo  as 
to  draw  from  them  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  fent 
over  a  contrary  memorial,  wherein  they  reprefented 
the  difadvantages  and  dangers  that  would  arife 
from  the  permiffion  of  negroes. 

At  this  very  time  they  had  intelligence,  that  a 
confpiracy  was  formed  by  the  negroes  in  South - 
Carolina,  to  rife  and  forcibly  make  their  way  out 
of  the  province,  in  order  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  prote6lion  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  pro- 
claimed freedom  to  all  who  fliould  run  to  them 
from  their  owners.  As  there  was  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  this  rifing  was  to  be  univerfal,  and  as 
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the  negroes  were  computed  at  40,000,  while  the 
white  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  5000,  the  whole 
province  was  upon  its  guard.  However,  feveral 
negroes  who  were  employed  in  Periaguas  carried 
them  off,  and  took  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation 
by  going  to  St.  Auguiline,  upon  which  the  govern- 
ment of  South-Garolina,  fent  a  folemn  deputation 
to  demand  their  Haves  ;  but  though  this  was  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftine 
peremptorily  refufed  to  deliver  them  up,  and  even 
declared  that  he  had  orders  to  receive  and  prote(5l 
all  who  (hould  come  to  him.  Upon  thefe  re  pre- 
fentations  the  truftees  fent  an  anfwer,  in  which  they 
politively  refufed  to  fufFer  the  fettlements  to  have 
the  ufe  of  Haves. 

The  truftees  had  the  greateft  reafon  for  a61:ing  in 
this  manner ;  lince  among  the  perfons  to  whom 
grants  were  made  in  order  to  their  fettling  at  their 
own  expence,  fome  never  went  over  to  take  them 
up  of  to  fettle  at  all ;  others  were  gentlemen  of 
Carolina,  who  negle61:ed  the  profecution  of  their 
grants,  and  never  fo  much  as  defired  to  have  their 
lands  laid  out;  and  feveral  had  quitted  the  labori- 
ous life  of  planters  to  refide  more  at  their  eafe  at 
Savannah,  where,  by  the  exercife  of  their  feveral 
trades  and  profeflions,  they  brought  many  people 
in  debt ;  belides  horfe  races  and  other  diverfions 
were  fet  on  foot,  and  fuch  a  fpirit  of  idlenefs  began 
to  prevail,  as  eafily  accounted  for  their  eagernefe 
in  defiring  to  have  the  ufe  of  negroes,  and  plainly 
fhewed  with  what  fatal  confequences  it  muft  have 
been  attended,  if  the  truftees  had  nor  remained  firm 
to  their  firft  refolutions,  and  had  not  given  fuch 
an  anfwer  as  Ihewed  they  were  refolved  to  preferve 
that  fpirit  in  the  colony,  upon  which  it  was  fettled. 
However,  to  make  the  people  as  eafy  and  contented 
as  they  could,  they  enlarged  their  grants  on  failure 
of  iiTue  male,  and  made  a  certain  provifion  for  the 
widows  of  the  grantees. 

VOL  n,  I  i 
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In  the  mean  time  the  French  growing  very 
uneafy  at  the  fettlement  of  Georgia  and  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Indians,  began  to  make  ufe  of 
every  method  in  order  to  raife  jealoulies  between 
them  and  the  Creeks,  which  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  it  greatly  alarmed  not  only  the  people  fettled 
in  Georgia,  but  the  whole  province  of  Carolina, 
from  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  danger  to  which  they  fhould 
be  expofed,  if  the  French  either  by  their  artifices 
or  prefents,  (hould  draw  over  the  Creek  Indians  to 
their  party.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  thought 
it  necefFary  to  enter  into  a  clofer  alliance  with  that 
nation,  and  to  take  a  journey  to  the  Coweta  town, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  no  lefs  than  f^oo  miles 
from  Frederica,  where  he  then  was,  and  through 
a  country  very  little  known  and  very  difficult  for 
Europeans  to  travel.  He  however  provided  him- 
felf  with  horfes  and  prefents,  and  after  a  painful 
and  fatiguing  journey  reached  that  place  in  fafety, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  Indians  with  all 
imaginable  marks  of  friendfliip  and  refpe^t,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  conferring,  not  only  with 
the  chiefs  of  all  the  tribes  of  that  nation,  but  alfo 
with  the  deputies  of  the  Cho6iaws  and  Chickefaws, 
who  lie  between  the  Englifh  and  French  fettle- 
ments,  and  who  had  fent  their  deputies  thither 
with  that  view. 

His  coming  to  the  Coweta  town  diffipated  all 
the  fears,  and  extinguifhed  all  the  jealoufies  of  the 
Indians.  They  told  him  at  the  iirft  conference 
that  it  had  been  inlinuated  to  them,  that  he  was 
coming  into  that  country  to  deprive  them  of  their 
lands,  and  that  they  had  been  affured  he  was  ac- 
tually preparing  to  invade  them,  but  that  by  the 
entire  confidence  he  placed  in  them,  by  coming 
without  a  body  of  regular  troops,  he  convinced 
them  that  thefe  were  all  falfhoods  and  calumnies, 
and  that  inflead  of  injuring  them  by  the  fettlement 
he  was  making,  it  would  prove  a  new  fecurity  to 
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to  them  as  well  as  to  the  Englifh,  and  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  their  common  enemies  to  hurt 
them ;  and  in  Ihort  they  readily  concluded  a  new, 
more  full  and  explicit  treaty  with  him.  Thus  the 
deligns  of  the  French  were  unravelled,  and  the 
Creek  nation  became  more  clofel}/  conne(5led  with 
the  Englilh. 

The  land  of  Carolina  lies  low  near  the  fea,  and 
is  covered  with  wood,  but  begins  to  rife  into  hills, 
at  twenty-five  miles  diftance,  and  at  length  termi- 
nates in  mountains,  which  running  in  a  line  from 
north  to  fouth  along  the  back  of  Virginia,  and 
Carolina,  end  in  the  province  of  Georgia,  about 
200  miles  from  the  Bay  of  Apalachia,  in  the  gulph 
of  Mexico.  As  there  is  a  level  country  from  the 
foot  of  thefe  mountains  to  that  fea,  it  was  the  more 
neceflary  to  fortify  the  banks  of  the  river  Savan- 
nah and  Alatamaha,  in  order  to  prevent  the  in- 
curlions  of  the  Spaniards  and  French  by  land. 
The  Savannah  is  navigable  300  miles  for  boats, 
and  600  for  canoes.  A  range  of  iflands  runs  pa- 
rallel to  the  coaft  of  Georgia^  and  defends  it  from 
the  fury  of  the  ocean  ;  and  as  both  the  continent 
and  illands  are  well  wooded,  the  channels  between 
them  are  extremely  pleafant.  There  are  alfo  fand- 
banks,  that  extend  upwards  of  feventy  miles  from 
the  coaft  of  Georgia,  the  water  Ihoaling  gradually, 
till  within  fix  miles  of  the  land,  where  the  Ihal- 
lownefs  of  the  banks  bars  all  farther  pafTage,  except 
in  the  channels  that  lie  between  the  bars.  Thefe 
were  fuppofed  a  fufficient  defence  againft  the  fleets 
of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  till  the  latter  found 
means  to  pafs  the  channels,  in  the  year  1742, 
and  to  attack  the  ifland  of  St.  Simon,  which  had 
been  loft  with  the  town  of  Frederica,  if  general 
Oglethorpe  had  not  by  his  excellent  condu(5f, 
defeated  their  defigns. 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 

An  acGou^it  of  Novia  Scotia  from  its  firft  difeovery  to  its  com- 
plete fettlement  in   1 749. 


VV  E  are  now  brought  by  the  order  of  time 
to  the  fettlement  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia.  This 
country  was  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
confidered  as  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  as  fuch  was 
included  in  the  charter  of  the  weftern  company 
eftablifhed  by  king  James  I. 

In  the  year  16 18,  Sir  Samuel  Argall,  governor 
of  Virginia,  made  a  cruiiing  voyage  along  the  coail 
northwards,  as  far  as  Cape-Cod  in  New  England, 
when  the  Indians  informing  him  that  fome  white 
men,  like  himfelf,  were  come  to  inhabit  to  the 
northward  of  them,  he  being  fenfible  that  all  the 
country,  as  far  as  it  had  been  difcovered  by  Cabot, 
belonged  to  the  Virginia  company  his  employers, 
failed   thither,    and  found  a   fettlement,  with    a 
French  fliip  riding  before  it.     This  velfel  having 
but  one  deck.  Sir  Samuel  foon  drove  the  men  from 
it  with  his  fmall  arms,  and  having  taken  the  Ihip, 
landed  his  men,  marched  to  the  fort,  and  fummoned 
it  to  furrender.  The  French  afked  time  to  confider 
of  it  ;  but  this  being  denied,  they  got  privately 
away,  and  fled   into  the  woods ;  upon    which  the 
Englifli  entered  the  place,  and  having  lodged  there 
that  night,  the  French   came  the  next  day,   and 
furrendered  themfelves  to  Sir  Samuel,  cancelling 
the  patents  that  had  been  granted  for  their  fettle- 
ment by  the  French  king.     Sir  Samuel  now   per- 
mitted thofe   who   chofe  it,  to   ftay   and    take  a 
paflage   to  Europe  in  the   fifhing  vefiTels,  which 
then    frequented    the   coaft,    and    the   reft,  who 
were  willing  to  join  the  Englilh,  he  took  with  him 
to  Virginia. 
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Sir  Samuel  being  then  informed,  that  the  French 
had  another  fettlement  at  a  place  they  called  Port 
Royal,  fituated  on  a  bay  on  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of 
Acadia,  failed  thither  vithout  delay,  and  obliged 
them  alfo  to  furrender  ;  when  refolving  that  they 
Ihould  quit  the  country,  he  made  thofe  who  did 
not  care  to  return  home,  to  remove  to  the  river 
St.  Laurence,  where  Quebec,  now  the  capital  of 
Canada,  has  lince  been  built. 

In  the  year  1621,  Sir  William  Alexander,  after- 
wards created  the  earl  of  Sterling,  applied  to  king 
James  I.  for  a  grant  of  the  country  to  the  north 
of  New-England  :  when  it  was  fuggefted  to  that 
king  that  the  tra6f  of  country  on  the  continent 
of  North-America,  belonging  to  the  crown,  being 
very  large,  and  not  likely  to  be  planted  by  the 
Englifli  in  any  reafonable  time,  it  would  be  a  very 
wife  and  prudent  meafure,  to  grant,  under  the 
great  feal  of  Scotland,  a  part  of  it  to  his  fubjedfs 
of  that  kingdom,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  it  would 
be  more  beneficial  to  them,  and  more  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  kingdoms,  if  they  went  over  and 
fettled  there,  than  if,  as  they  frequently  did,  they 
removed  to  Poland,  Sweden,  and  Ruffia,  where 
there  were  at  that  time  many  thoufands  of  Scots 
families. 

Thefe  reafons  appeared  of  fuch  weight  to  king- 
James,  that  he  readily  granted  a  patent  to  Sir 
William,  and  the  next  year  that  gentleman,  and 
fome  others  who  were  concerned  with  him,*  fent  a 
jQiip  with  paiTengers  to  plant  and  fettle  there. 

At  that  time  Newfoundland  was  well  known, 
on  account  of  the  fllhery,  and  the  fhip  being  late 
in  her  voyage  put  in  and  wintered  there.  In 
1623,  they  failed  from  thence,  and  made  the  cape 
at  the  north  (hore  of  the  iiland  of  Cape -Breton, 
and  coaftingtill  they  came  to  Cape-Sable  in  Aca- 
dia,  they  found  three  good  harbours,  and  went 
alhoreat  one  of  them,  which  they  called  St.  Luke's 
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Bay.  They  there  found  a  large  river,  that  had 
eight  fathoms  water  at  ebb,  and  having  failed  up 
it,  the  fliip  returned  to  England,  and  the  pro- 
prietors publiihed  an  account  of  the  country,  which 
they  defcribed  as  a  kind  of  a  paradife  ;  Sir  William 
Alexander  himfelf  wrote  and  publiihed  a  book  on 
this  fubjeft,  and  king  James,  in  order  to  facilitate 
this  plantation,  ere6ted  a  new  order  called  the 
knights  of  Nova-Scotia. 

Thus,  that  country,  called  by  the  French, 
Acadia,  obtained  the  name  of  Nova- Scotia,  or 
New-Scotland,  from  its  being  intended  to  be  fettled 
by  the  Scots  ;  but  the  fcheme  of  that  fettlement 
was  unhappily  turned  into  a  job,  and  by  that 
means  defeated.  Afterwards  another  grant  was 
made  of  the  northern  part  of  the  country  to  Sir 
David  Kirk,  from  whom  the  French  king  bought 
it,  or  at  leaft  agreed  to  give  him  5000I.  tor  it. 
Though  it  is  evident  this  proprietor  had  no  more 
right  to  difpofe  of  the  property  of  the  crown  in 
that  country,  than  a  nobleman  in  England  has 
to  difpofe  of  his  eflate  to  the  French  king,  yet  this 
is  an  evident  proof  that  the  French  acknowledged 
the  right  by  which  that  proprietor  held  it,  and 
held  fo  juft  an  opinion  oi:  pufillanimity  of  king 
James,  as  to  be  in  no  apprehenfions  of  his  vindi- 
cating the  unalienible  rights  of  the  nation. 

Oliver  Cromwell,  however,  fent  major  Sedg- 
wick to  diilodge  the  French  from  Port-Royal, 
which  he  did,  and  though  he  afterwards  confented 
that  a  French  proprietor  (hould  enjoy  the  country, 
yet  it  was  upon  condition  that  he  fliould  purchafe 
it  of  the  earl  of  Sterling,  which  he  afterwards  did, 
and  then  fold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  w^as 
both  proprietor  and  governor  at  the  reftoration  : 
after  which  the  French  fettled  there  again,  and 
continued  in  the  quiet  poffefhon  of  the  country  till 
the  year  1690,  when  they  were  difpofTeffed  by  Sir 
William  Phipps,  governor  of  New-England  ;  but 
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it  was  afterwards  given  up  again  to  the  French,  by- 
king  William  111.  at  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick. 

In  all  thefe  changes  the  illand  of  Cape-Breton 
followed  the  fate  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  both  con- 
tinued in  the  hands  of  the  French  till  the  year 
1 710,  when  governor  Nicholfon  made  hirnfelf  ma- 
fter  of  Port-Royal,  which  was  then  become  a  place 
of  great  confequence,  as  it  gave  the  French  an  op- 
portunity of  diftreffing  the  trade,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  was  properly  Itiled  the  Dunkirk  of  America. 
The  taking  of  this  place  was  therefore  coniidered 
as  an  important  fervice,  and  queen  Anne,  tofhew 
that  Ihe  would  never  part  with  it,  gave  it  her  own 
name,  and  called  it  Annapolis-Royal.  Upon  col. 
Nicholfon's  return  to  England,  fhe  made  him 
governor  of  Nova-Scotia  and  of  Annapolis-Royal, 
and  commander  of  all  her  majefty's  forces  there, 
and  in  Newfoundland. 

Things  were  in  this  lituation,  when  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  was  concluded,  by  which  the  right  to 
Nova-Scotia,  or  Acadia,  with  all  its  ancient  boun- 
daries, the  city  of  Port-Royal,  now  called  Anna- 
polis, and  every  thing  in  thofe  parts  that  depend 
on  lands  and  ifiands,  together  with  the  dominion, 
property,  and  pofTeifion,  of  the  faid  illands  and 
lands,  fnall  be  for  ever  veiled  in  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain :  to  which  the  French  king  added, 
the  exclufion  of  the  fubje61s  of  France  from  fifhing 
on  the  coaft  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  within  30  leagues, 
beginning  from  Cape  Sable,  and  itretching  along 
to  the  fouthweft. 

This  colony  was  however  much  negle6ted  for 
many  years;  for  though  Nova-Scotia  had  been  fo 
long  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  yet  there  was 
fcarce  any  fettlement  there,  except  at  Annapolis 
Royal,  and  Canfo,  while  the  French  had  a  number 
of  little  towns  and  villages,  fcattered  along  the 
coaft,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers ;  but  the 
Englifh  commander  at  Annapolis,    was  in  fome 
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degree  acknowledged  as  goverror.  The  country 
was  then  divided  into  ten  or  twelve  diftricJrtSj  and 
each  diftridl  annually  chofe  a  deputy  to  be  approv- 
ed by  the  commander  and  council  at  Annapolis; 
this  deputy  was  a  fort  of  agent  for  his  countrymen 
the  defcendants  of  the  French  in  that  diftri6l,  and 
reported  the  ftate  of  it  from  time  to  time ;  but  in 
what  manner  is  not  difficult  to  determine.  There 
was  no  civil  power ;  the  French  miilionaries  who 
were  notoniy  appointed  by  the  billiop  of  Quebec, 
but  abfoiutely  under  his  dire6lion  in  their  feveral 
diftndls  and  villages,  a6ted  as  the  fole  magiftrates, 
orjuftices  of  the  peace;  yet  all  complaints  might, 
if  the  parties  thought  proper,  be  brought  before 
the  commander  and  the  council  at  Annapolis, 
which  was  very  rarely  done. 

In  this  wretched  lituation  were  thefe  two  fettle- 
ments  m  the  beginning  of  the  war  before  the  laft, 
furrounded  by  dilguifed  enemies,  continually  en- 
croaching, and  whofe  numbers  daily  encreafed. 
At  length  thefe  defcendants  of  the  French,  though 
profeliedly  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  joined 
with  that  nation,  deftroyed  Canfo,  and,  laid  fiege 
to  Annapolis,  but  without  fuccefs,  fo  that  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  in  the  beginning  of  1749, 
there  were  no  other  Englifh  in  Nova  Scotia,  befides 
the  garrifon  of  Annapolis,  and  the  inhabitants 
who  lived  within  a  few  miles  round  that  place. 

Ho\\ever,  the  peace  was  no  fooner  concluded, 
than  the  earl  of  Halifax  proje^ied  the  complete 
fettlement  of  Nova- Scotia  by  the  Englifh,  and  ani- 
mated with  the  warmeft  zeal  for  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  his  country,  refolved  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  carry  it  in  the  moil  effectual  manner 
into  execution.  He  with  the  other  lords  commif- 
fionersof  trade  and  plantations,  having  gained  his 
majefty's  approbation,  they  in  March  1749,  pub- 
liftied  propofals,  offering  proper  encouragement  to 
fuch  of  the  officers  and   private  men,  as  after  the 
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late  conclufion  of  the  peace,  had  been  difmilTed 
his  majefty's  land  and  fea-fervice,  and  were  willing 
to  accept  ot  grants,  in  order  to  fettle  in  Nova-Scotia. 
Fifty  acres  of  land  in  fee  limple  were  offered  to 
every  private  foldier  or  feamen,  free  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  quit-rents  and  taxes,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  they 
were  to  pay  only  one  Ihilling  a  year  for  every  50 
acres.  But  this  was  not  all,  every  private  foldier 
or  feanien,  who  had  a  family,  was  to  have  ten  acres 
for  every  perfon  of  which  his  family  con  filled,  in- 
cluding women  and  children ;  and  farther  grants 
were  to  be  made  to  them  on  the  like  conditions, 
in  proportion  as  their  families  encreafed,  or  to 
their  abilities  for  cultivating  the  land. 

Eighty  acres  were  offered  on  the  fame  condi- 
tions, to  every  officer  in  the  land-fervice  under  the 
rank  of  eniign,  and  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  fea- 
fervice,  and  to  thofe  who  had  families,  15  acres 
more  for  every  perfon  of  which  their  families  con- 
fifted. 

On  the  fame  conditions  200  acres  were  to  be 
granted  to  every  enfign,  300  to  every  lieutenant, 
400  to  every  captain,  and  600  to  every  officer  above 
the  rank  of  captain,  in  the  land  fervice.  Every 
lieutenant  in  the  fea-fervice  was  to  have  400  acres, 
and  every  captain  600;  while  fuch  of  the  above 
officers  who  had  families,  were  offered  a  further 
grant  of  30  acres,  over  and  above  their  refpcclive 
quotas  for  every  perfon  belonging  to  them.  The 
fame  conditions  that  were  propofcd  to  private  fol- 
diers  and  failors,  were  alfo  offered  to  carpenters, 
fliipwrights,  fmiths,  mafons,  joiners,  brickmakers, 
bricklayers,  and  all  other  artificers  neceffary  in 
building  and  hulbandry. 

In  fliort,  all  who  were  willing  to  accept  thefe 
propofals,  were  to  be  fubliiled  with  their  families, 
not  only  during  their  paffage,  but  for  12  months 
VOL.  II,  K  k 
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after  their  arrival  at  Nova-Scotia,  and  to  be  fur- 
nifliqd  with  arms  and  ammunition  as  far  as  (hould 
be  thought  necelTary  for  their  defence ;  with  a  pro- 
per quantity  of 'materials  and  utenlils  for  huf- 
bandry,  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands,  ereft- 
ing  houfes,  carrying  on  the  fifhery,  and  fuch  other 
purpofes  as  might  be  found  proper  for  their  fup- 
port. 

Thefe  generous  propofals  had  all  the  fuccefs  that 
could  bedelired  ;  and  aboiiL^he  beginning  of  May 
moft  of  the  tranfports  fet  fail  from  Portfmouth, 
with  above  3000  families,  and  foon  after  others 
followed  from  Liverpool  and  Ireland.  This  em- 
barkation, which  was  the  largeft  ever  made  on  fuch 
an  occalion,  was  doing  at  once  what  in  other  fet- 
tlements  had  not  been  done  under  a  long  courfe  of 
years.  This  great  number  of  fettlers  arrived  fafe 
at  Chebu<5lo  hsffbour  on  the  28th  of  July,  after  a 
pleafant  pafTage  of  between  five  and  fix  weeks; 
lofing  few  or  none  in  the  voyage,  which  was  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  the  ventilators,  fixed  in 
the  tranfports  ;  a  happy  invention,  then  but  lately 
difcovered. 

On  the  arrival  of  this  numerous  body,  they 
found  the  Sphinx  of  20  guns,  which  had  entered 
the  harbour  a  few  days  before,  with  col.  Cornwal- 
lis,  their  governor  on  board.  His  excellency  had 
been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  at 
Cape  Breton,  which  had  been  juft  reftored  to  that 
nation,  he  therefore  fent  for  the  Englifh  garrifou 
from  Louifburgh,  and  they  foon  after  entered  the 
harbour,  with  the  regiments  of  Hopfon  and  War- 
burton,  on  board  other  tranfports ;  the  officers 
bringing  with  them  all  their  furniture,  feveral 
milch  cows,  and  other  flock,  with  military  ftores, 
and  ammunition  of  all  forts.  About  the  fame  time 
there  alfo  arrived  a  company  of  rangers  from  An- 
napolis, and  encamped  near  the  new  fettlers,  in 
order  to  give  them  alfifiance  and  protedion. 
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The  next  care  of  the  governor,  ^vas  to  pitch 
upon  a  proper  fpot  for  the  iirft  fettlement,  and  as 
the  peninfula  appeared  preferable,  both  on  account 
of  its  commodious  fituation,  and  the  fertility  of  the 
foil,  the  able-bodied  men  on  board  each  Ihip  were 
employed  in  clearing  ground  in  order  to  build  a 
town  at  the  fouth  point,  at  the  entrance  of  Sand- 
wich River  ;  but  many  obje6lions  being  foon  found 
againft  that  place,  another  fpot  was  chofen  by  the 
governor,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  it  on  the  fide  of  Chebu6>o  Harbour,  and 
on  the  declivity  of  a  rifing  ground  that  commands 
the  whole  peninfula,  and  would  (helter  the  town 
when  built  from  the  north -weft  winds.  The  beach 
they  found  was  a  fine  gravel,  convenient  for  fmall 
boats,  the  anchorage  was  every  where  good  for 
large  fiiips  within  gun-fliot  of  the  town,  and  fmail 
but  navigable  rivers  of  frelh  and  wholefome  waters 
flowed  round  about  it.  Here  then  they  made  a 
fecond  and  more  fuccefsful  attempt,  and  indeed  it 
would  not  have  been  eafy  to  have  chofen  a  more 
happy  fituation,  they  therefore  cleared  the  ground 
in  as  expeditious  a  manner  as  poffible,  and  having 
ere6^ed  a  large  wooden  houfe  for  the  governor, 
with  proper  ftorehoufes,  the  ground  was  laid  out  fo 
as  to  form  a  number  of  ftrait  and  beautiful  ftreets, 
croffing  each  other  at  equal  diftances,  upon  a  moft 
excellent  plan,  faid  to  have  been  formed  by  the  earl 
of  Halifax;  the  work  went  on  brifkly;  the  people 
of  New-England  brought  feveral  fliips  laden  with 
planks,  door-cafes,  doors,  window  frames  and  other 
parts  of  houfes  ;  and  the  people  being  employed  in 
ihips  companies,  this  created  an  emulation  that 
rendered  their  labours  remarkably  fuccefsful,  fo 
that  in  about  three  years  time,  this  town  which 
was  named  Halifax  from  that  noble  lord,  to  whom 
this  fettlement  owed  its  beginning,  was  finiftied, 
and  every  family  had  a  good  houfe  of  their  own, 
of  which  the  mafter  was  the  landlord.    Within  the 
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fame  fpace  of  time  were  alfo  ere6ted  a  church  and 
wharves,  the  town  was  pallifadoed  and  other  forti- 
fications erected  ;  fome  land  was  alfo  cleared  for 
agriculture  and  already  planted,  notwithftanding 
the  oppolition  they  met  with  from  the  French  and 
their  tools  the  Indians.  To  explain  this  circum- 
ftance  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fettlement  and  foon  after  the  landing  of 
the  Englifli,  loo  blaclc  cattle  and  fome  fheep  were 
brought  them  by  land  from  a  French  fettlement  at 
Minas,  a  town  about  thirty  miles  from  the  bottom 
of  Bedford  Bay ;  and  French  deputies  alfo  coming 
to  make  their  fubmiffions,  it  was  propofed  to  cut  a 
road  thither,  thofe  deputies  promifing  to  contribute 
fifty  men  towards  carrying  on  that  work.  The 
Englilh  alfo  received  the  promife  of  friendlliip  and 
afliftance  from  the  Indians,  their  chiefs  waiting 
upon  the  governor  for  that  purpofe.  But  thefe 
fubmiffions  and  thefe  promifes  were  foon  broken  by 
the  perfidy  of  the  French  court,  which  difapproved 
of  thefe  proceedings,  and  refolved  to  harrafs  the 
Engliih  before  their  town  was  built  and  their  for- 
tifications erected.  .  Inftru(5l'ions  were  therefore  fent 
from  France,  to  be  communicated  to  the  defcend- 
antsof  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  immediately 
the  fcene  was  changed  ;  the  French  engaged  the 
Indians  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  new  colony  from  proceeding  ;  and  the  year  in 
which  peace  was  proclaimed  and  Cape-Breton  re-' 
llored  was  not  expired,  when  the  town  began  to'be 
frequently  attacked  in  the  night,  and  the  Enghfh 
in  a  country,  which  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  had  been 
fecured  by  treaty  to  the  Britifh  crown,  could  not 
ftir  into  the  adjoining  woods  without  the  danger  of 
being  fliot,  fcalped,  or  taken  prifoners.  The  Engliih 
however  profecuted  the  fettlement  with  indefati- 
gable induftry,  and  the  town  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  was  foon  happily  finiflied. 
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But  it  was  impoffible  to  clear  the  woods  and 
plough  lands  without  feparating  into  fmall  parties, 
and  this  was  rendered  extremely  dangerous:  for 
though  the  French  and  Indians  durft  not  attack 
any  conliderable  body  of  the  Englifli,  yet  they 
frequently  fell  upon  fmall  parties  ;  and  though 
they  had  been  often  re pulfed,  they  always  returned 
whenever  they  could  find  an  opportunity  of  doing 
it  to  advantage.  Complaint  of  this  open  war  in  a 
time  of  peaccj  was  now  made  to  the  court  of  France, 
when  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  propofed  that  com- 
miifaries  fhould  be  appointed  to  fettle  the  bounds 
of  Nova  Scotia  ;  but  thofe  of  the  French  endea- 
vouring by  all  the  arts  of  fophiftry,  to  prove  that 
Nova-Scotia  ceded  to  the  Englilh  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  was  no  more  than  the  peninfuia  of  that 
country,  the  Britifh  commiflliries  juftified  their 
claim  to  the  whole,  by  memorials  filled  with  the 
llrongeit  and  moft  evident  proofs ;  and  the  moft 
trifling  anfwers  being  returned  to  thefe.  Admiral 
Bofcawen  was  fent  to  feize  the  French  Ihips  in 
North -America,  that  England  might  once  more 
have  fomething  to  reftore  to  France,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  that  powerful  nation  to  adhere  to  her 
treaties;  but  this  expedient  was  in  vain;  France 
appeared  evidently  to  have  concerted  the  means  of 
conquering  all  the  Britifti  dominions  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  and  therefore  war  was  entered 
into  to  prevent  it.  During  which  the  town  of 
Halifax  became  firmly  eftabliflied,  and  that  being 
the  principal  rendezvous  for  their  men  of  Vvar, 
which  naturally  caufes  a  quick  circulation  of  mo- 
ney, the  inhabitants  were  foon  in  a  very  profperous 
fituation. 

Nova-Scotia  is  iituated  in  between  41 '^.  30.  and 
49^.  30'.  north  latitude,  and  between  60  and  66^. 
of  weft  longitude,  and  is  bounded  by  the  bay  of 
St.  Laurence  on  the  north-eaft  ;  by  the  river  of  St. 
Laurence  on  the  north-weft  ;  by  New-England  on 
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the  fouth-weft,  and  by  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  eaft.  According  to  thefe 
limits  it  contains  about  420  miles  in  length,  and 
380  in  breadth.  The  fouth-eaftern  part  is  a  large 
peninfula,  extending  from  the  north-eaft  to  the 
fouth-weftj  and  joined  to  the  main  land  by  an 
ifthmus  a  little  above  the  giilph  of  Canfo  Though 
the  weather  is  very  {harp  in  winter,  yet  the  air 
efpecially  about  the  town  of  Halifax  is  remarkably 
clear,  fo  that  the  fevered  frofts  are  frequently 
accompanied  with  a  line  azure  iky  and  funiliine: 
but  though  the  cold  in  winter  is  very  fevere,  the 
fummer  is  hotter  than  in  England.  1  he  coaft  has 
the  advantage  of  many  bays,  harbours  and  creeks, 
and  the  land  is  enriched  by  many  rivers,  fome  o[ 
which  are  navigated  for  a  long  courfe  by  the  native 
Indians.  The  harbour  of  Chebuclo,  upon  which 
is  fituated  the  metropolis,  may  juftly  be  efteemed 
one  of  the  fineil  in  the  world,  and  has  extraordinary 
advantages  for  a  iilhery.  The  entrance  into  it  is 
from  the  fouth,  with  a  large  iiland  of  an  irregular 
form,  lying  on  the  north-eaft  lide  nan^ied  Cornwallis 
Ifland,  from  the  iirfi  governor  of  Halifax.  Betwixt 
this  ifland  and  the  oppofite  fliore  on  the  fouth- 
weft,  is  a  channel  deep  enough  for  the  largeft  fhips. 
This  ifland,  as  well  as  a  fmaller  one  that  lies 
higher  up  the  harbour,  named  George- Iiland, 
is  very  commodioufly  fituated  for  a  fifhery,  and  has 
conveniences  of  all  forts  proper  for  drying  and 
curing  the  fifh. 

About  two  miles  higher  up  the  harbour  is  a 
creek  on  the  fouth-weft  fide,  with  a  fmall  harbour 
at  its  entrance.  This  creek,  which  was  called  by 
the  iirft  fettlers  of  Halifax,  Sandwich  River,  is  at 
the  mouth  about  as  wide  and  deep  as  the  Thames 
at  London  Bridge,  and  is  fait  water  for  about  four 
or  five  miles  up  v.  hen  it  terminates  where  a  fmall 
frefh  water  rivulet  falls  into  it  from  the  north. 
From  the  mouth  of  Sandwich  River  to  the  oppofite 
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iide  of  the  harbour  is  about  two  miles,  with  good 
anchoring  ground  for  the  largeft  Ihips  in  any  part 
of  it,  and  a  fine  watering  place  on  the  north -eaft 
fide  :  the  land  on  both  fides  is  exceeding  high,  and 
in  general  very  rich  and  fertile,  but  covered  with 
wood. 

About  four  or  five  miles  north  of  the  above  river 
is  a  narrow  entrance  of  half  *a  mile  into  Bedford 
Bay,  which  is  about  12  miles  in  circumference, 
and  has  feveral  creeks  at  the  bottom  of  it,  abound- 
ing wqth  the  fineft  falmon  in  the  greateft  plenty : 
there  are  alfo  feveral  iflands  in  it;  and  a  great 
quantity  of  pines,  fit  for  mafts,  grow  on  the  weft- 
ern  fide  of  it.  This  bay,  with  the  harbour,  anc[ 
Sandwich  river  divide  the  peninfula  from  the  main 
land. 

Upon  the  oppofite  fhore  are  feveral  large  rivers, 
among  which  that  of  St.  John  is  the  moll  confider- 
able.  It  is  ten  leagues  diftant  from  the  gut  of 
Annapolis,  and  has  a  very  long  courfe.  There 
are  prodigious  falls  of  water  near  its  mouth  no  lefs 
than  thirty  fathoms  deep,  occaiioned  by  the  great 
head  of  water  above,  and  the  channel  here  being 
pent  up  between  two  fteep  mountains.  By  this 
river,  and  the  affiftance  of  fome  land  carriage, 
there  is  a  communication  with  the  river  of  St. 
Laurence  ;  the  French  had  therefore  eredled  a  fort 
upon  it,  which  was  taken  by  the  Engliili  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  Vv'ar. 

The  woods  abound  with  game,  efpecjally  par- 
tridges, wild  ducks,  wild  geele,  woodcocks,  heronsy 
pigeons,  &c.  among  the  beafts  are  moft  of  the 
forts  found  in  New-England.  The  trees  are  oak, 
fir,  fpruce,  birch,  &c.  and  the  fruit  growing  wild^ 
are  goofberries,  rafberries,  ftrawberries.  Sec, 
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CHAPTER    I. 

An  account  of  the  voyages  made  to  America,  by  John  Verazzano 
under  the  reign  of  Francis  I.  The  firft  eftablifhment  of  the 
French  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  the  dif- 
ficulties they  found  in  fixing  a  colony  in  thofe  parts. 


JL  HE  French  have  publifhed  fome  accounts 
of  their  viliting  North  America,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  15th  and  the  beginning  of  the  i6th  centuries^ 
but  thefe  accounts,  which  are  very  uncertain,  can 
at  moft  only  prove,  that  fome  French  feamen  and 
pilots  were  then  employed  in  the  Newfoundland 
fiihery,  and  had  fome  fmall  knowledge  of  the  ad- 
jacent continent. 

However  in  1523,  Francis  I.  began  to  think 
of  forming  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  America, 
and  with  this  view  fent  John  Verazzano  a  Floren- 
tine with  one  ihip,  on  board  of  which  were  fifty 
men  with  provifions  for  eight  months  ;  but  he  re- 
turned to  Dieppe  in  July  1524,  and  we  have  no 
account  that  he  made  any  difcoveries. 

He  however  failed  again  on  the  fame  dcfign  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  following  year,  and  ar- 
rived on  fome  part  of  the  coaft  of  North -America, 
but  where  is  not  certain.  He  was  however  fo  timer- 
ous,  that  he  did  not  care  to  venture  within  any 
of  the  bays  or  ports  ;    but   wanting  water,  and 
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lying  in  a  road  near  the  fhore,  perfuaded  one  of 
the  mariners  to  fwim  to  it,  and  by  means  of  fome 
prefents,  with  which  he  furnifhed  him,  endeavour 
to  procure  what  he  wanted  from  the  natives,  who 
came  down  in  crowds,  upon  the  ftrand  to  gaze  at 
the  fhip. 

The  poor  mariner  on  his  landing  and  getting  a 
nearer  view  of  the  Indians  wasfo  extremely  amazed 
and  terrified  at  their  uncouth  appearance,  that 
throwing  his  prefents  upon  the  ground,  he  ran  as 
faft  as  he  could  and  call  himfelf  again  into  the  fea, 
in  order  to  fwim  to  the  (liip  ;  but  the  waves  threw 
him  back  upon  the  fhore  with  fuch  force,  that  he 
lay  breathlefs  upon  the  fands,  and  would  probably 
have  been  drowned  if  the  natives  had  not  haftened 
to  his  relief,  and  taking  him  up,  carried  him  in 
their  arms  to  a  place  at  fome  diftance,  where  with 
great  humanity,  they  took  all  the  pains  they  could 
to  bring  him  to  himfelf.  But  when  he  recovered 
his  fenfes  a  little,  and  faw  none  about  him  but 
Indians,  he  fet  up  fuch  a  cry  as  made  the  woods 
ring,  at  which  the  natives  hoping  to  pacify  him, 
cried  as  loud  or  louder  than  he,  which  terrified  him 
Hill  more.  At  laft  they  made  a  great  fire,  before 
which  they  undrefled  him,  greatly  admiring  the 
whitenefs  of  hisfkin,  and  the  hair  on  feveral  parts 
of  his  body.  The  poor  fellow  concluding  that  they 
were  going  to  eat  or  to  burn  him,  trembled  ex- 
tremely, while  thofe  on  board  feeing  every  thing 
that  was  done,  were  very  much  frightened,  and 
every  moment  expe6led  to  fee  him  facrificed  :  how- 
ever by  degrees  they  were  all  convinced  that  thefe 
dreadful  Indians  had  not  the  leaft  intention  to 
hurt  him  ;  for  after  drying  his  cloaths,  they 
fuiFered  him  to  put  them  on  again,  and  having 
given  him  fomething  to  eat,  conducted  him,  at 
his  own  defire,  to  the  fea  fide,  and  then  retiring 
to  fome  diftance  looked  on  till  he  fwam  fafely 
on  board  the  fliip,  and   then   quietly  departed  ; 
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upon  which  Verazzano  returned  to  France,  and 
reported  nothing  but  this  ftory,  and  that  it  hap- 
pened in  the  latitude  of  50^. 

The  next  year  however^  he  engaged  in  a  third 
voyage,  wherein  he  was  loft  ;  but  from  his  expe- 
ditions, which  were  carried  on  thirty  years  later 
than  thofe  of  the  Cabots,  the  French  have  no 
great  reafon  to  boafi:  of  their  fuccefs. 

It  was  fome  years  before  the  French  thought  of 
fitting  out  any  more  ihips  for  difcovery,  but  at 
length  James  Cartier  an  experienced  pilot  of  St. 
Mai oes  ventured  on  another  expedition,  and  failed 
from  that  port  on  the  20th  of  April  1534,  with 
two  ihips  of  60  tons  each,  and  120  men,  and 
arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  on  the 
loth  of  May,  found  the  country  covered  with  rce 
and  fnow  ;  this  induced  him  to  fail  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  entering  a  bay  which  bears  the  name 
of  Spaniih  FI arbour,  he  liked  both  the  country 
and  the  people,  and  boldly  went  on  fhore. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Spaniards  had  long  before 
viflted  this  coaft,  and  fome  authorities  are  brought 
to  prove  it,  but  finding  neither  gold  nor  fiiver, 
they  haftily  returned  on  board,  crying  in  Spanifh 
Aca  Nada  !  or  there  is  nothing  here.  Thefe  words 
being  remembered  by  the  Indians,  they  no  fooner 
law  the  French  land  than  they  cried  Aca  Nada! 
Aca  Nada  !  which  the  latter  took  for  the  name  of 
the  country,  and  it  has  ever  fince  been  called 
Canada:  ftrange  as  this  derivation  is,  it  is  men- 
tioiied  by  the  beft  French  authors. 

Cartier  afterwards  failed  along  great  part  of  the 
coaft  which  borders  upon  the  gull  of  St.  Laurence 
and  the  ifiands  fituated  in  it,  and  then  returned 
to  France. 

The  next  year  he  was  fcnt  again  with  three 
large  fliips  to  make  a  fettlement,  and  entering  the 
gulph  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Laurence,  gave  it  that 
liamcj  which  was  afterwards  extended  to  the  river. 
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though  in  the  firft  voyage,  he  had  called  it  the 
river  of  Canada  ;  he  now  failed  up  as  high  as  the 
faliot  St.  Louis,  giving  fuch  names  to  the  illands 
and  rivers,  as  he  thought  proper.  But  though 
he  at  tirft  was  much  pieafed  with  the  country^ 
yet  t wen ty -five  ot  the  peopiedying  with  thefcurvy, 
he  began  to  confider  it  was  a  very  unwholefome 
climate^  Atlaft  he  himfelf  was  attacked  with  this 
dreadful  diftemper,  upon  which  he  applied  to  the 
inhabitants  as  well  as  he  could,-;  to  learn  whether 
they  had  any  cure  for  it,  and  they  taught  him  to 
make  an  infulion  of  the  leaves  and  bark  of  the 
white  thorn  tree^  by  which  means  all  who  were 
fick  were  fpeedily  recovered  ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  of  the  year  would  permit,  he  returned  to 
France  without  making  any  fettlement. 

Three  or  four  years  after  the  proje6t  for  fettling 
this  country  was  again  revived,  and  Francis  de  la 
Roque  lord  of  Roberval,  undertaking  this  affair, 
king  Francis  I.  granted  him  letters  patent  in  1540, 
and  gave  him  abundance  of  titles,  as  viceroy  and 
lieutenant  general  of  Canada,  Hockelaga,  Sagueny, 
Newfoundland,  Belle  lile.  Cape- Breton,  Labrador, 
Sec.  allowing  him  the  fame  power  and  authority 
in  thofe  places,  that  he  had  himfelf,  which  was 
very  ealily  done,  as  there  was  not  a  Frenchman, 
or  a  cottage  in  any  one  of  thofe  places.  De  la 
Roque,  however  being  a  man  of  family  and  for- 
tune, refolved  to  purfue  this  expedition,  and  there- 
fore prevailed*  upon  James  Cartier  by  large  pro- 
niifes,  to  undertake  another  voyage  to  the  coaft  of 
Canada,  in  quality  of  his  pilot  ;  and  this  gentle- 
man in  two  or  three  voyages,  formed  fome  fettle- 
ments  which  were  the  firft  made  by  the  French 
in  America,  but  thefe  w^ere  afterwards  abandoned. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  fell 
from  time  to  time  into  different  hands,  andfeveral 
voyages  were  made  thither  to  very  little  purpofe. 
However  about  the  year  1608,  the   French,  after 
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having  fettled  and  abandoned  feveral  places,  found- 
ed thecity  of  Quebec,  and  fome  time  after  beftowed 
the  name  of  New  France  upon  that  country,  under 
which  name  they  not  only  included  Acadia  and 
other  coafts  that  had  long  been  difcovered  by  the 
Englifh,  but  fet  up  croiTes  and  the  French  arms, 
to  fhew  that  they  had  taken  polfellion  of  them. 
But  though  the  Englifh  colonies  were  then  but 
thinly  inhabited,  they  boldly  alTerted  their  prior 
rights  to  thofe  places,  demolifhed  their  croiles, 
drove  away  the  French  wherever  they  found  them 
within  their  limits,  and  forced  them  to  confine 
their  views  to  the  gulph  and  river  St.  Laurence  ; 
where  the  French,  with  much  difficulty  raifed 
three  or  four  fettlements  in  the  fpace  of  twenty 
years,  of  which  Quebec  was,  and  ftill  continues 
the  capital. 

In  1629  Sir  David  Kirk  with  the  Englifh  under 
his  command,  conlidering  Canada  as  within  the 
limits  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  attacked  Quebec 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  French  fettle- 
ments, and  when  this  news  was  carried  to  France, 
Canada  was  confidered  of  fuch  little  confequence, 
that  it  was  long  debated  whether  they  fhould  de- 
mand the  reftitution  of  it,  though  they  had  already 
eftabliihed  a  company  for  managing  that  com- 
merce ;  but  it  was  at  laft  refolved  that  it  fhould 
be  demanded,  and  it  was  accordingly  reftored  by 
the  treaty  of  1632.  From  that  time  they  purfued 
their  difcoveries  and  fettlements  in  thofe  parts, 
for  feveral  reigns  without  moleltation  ;  but  thofe 
fettlements  were  attended  with  great  difficulties 
and  a  vaft  expence,  and  company  after  company 
was  fet  up  to  promote  a  trade  to  them,  without 
obtaining  any  great  advantage  ;  for  before  the 
French  had  made  any  regular  fettlements,  the 
country  was  fo  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the 
conflitution  of  the  people,  that  of  the  numbers 
fent  thither,  a  great  part  perilhed  by  thehardfhips 
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they  endured,  many  took  the  iirft  opportunity  of 
returning,  and  afterwards  gave  fuch  a  dreadful 
account  of  the  colony  they  had  left,  as  difcouraged 
others  from  goingthither ;  but  the  greateft  obftacle 
the  colony  met  with,  was  their  continual  wars 
with  the  natives,  of  which  they  have  given  us 
very  large  accounts. 

The  French  kept  pofTeffion  of  this  country  till 
the  13th  of  September,  1759,  when  Quebec  was 
furrendered  to  the  generals  Monkton  and  Town- 
fhend,  who  commanded  the  Britifh  troops  that 
had  been  deftined  for  the  expedition  againft  it  the 
preceding  fpring,  under  the  command  of  general 
Wolfe,  and  on  the  8th  of  September,  1760,  all 
Canada  was  given  up  to  the  Englifli  by  the  capi- 
tulation figned  at  Montreal,  by  Monf.  de  Vandreueil 
the  French  governor,  and  general  Amherft,  and 
has  lince  been  confirmed  to  the  Britilh  crown  by 
the  late  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Fontainbleau. 
Quebec,  the  metropolis,  which  is  near  the  centre 
of  the  province,  is  (ituated  in  the  46th  degree  55 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  in  69  degrees  48  min. 
weft  longitude,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north - 
eaft  by  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  and  St.  John's 
river;  on  the  north-weft  by  wild  uninhabited 
lands ;  on  the  fouth-weft  by  the  fame  ;  and  foutherly 
by  New- York,  New-England,  and  Nova-Scotia; 
extending  about  500  miles  from  the  north-eaft  to 
the  fouth  weft,  and  upwards  of  200  miles  in 
breadth. 

Though  the  northern  parts  of  Canada  are  fituated 
in  the  temperate  zone,  yet  the  air  is  exceflive  ftiarp, 
and  their  winter,  which  fets  in  about  the  middle 
of  November,  and  lafts  till  the  middle  of  May,  is 
fo  exceflively  fevere,  that  their  largeft  rivers  and 
lakes  are  frozen  over,  and  the  country  is  generally 
covered  with  difagreeable  fogs:  but  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  inconveniences,  the  French  boaft  very 
much  of  the  fertility  of  Canada,  and  indeed  where 
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it  is  cultivated,  as  it  is  to  the  fouth,  it  yields  In- 
dian and  other  forts  of  corn,  peafe,  beans,  and  great 
plenty  of  moft  kinds  of  herbs  and  vegetables.  The 
trees  and  fruits  are  much  the  fame  as  in  New-Eng- 
land, and  the  fame  may  be  faid  with  refpev5>  to 
animals ;  fo  that  with  a  reafonable  degree  of  laboiu' 
people  may  fubiift  there  tolerably  well,  and  as  they 
are  not  burdened  with  taxes,  they  live  much  at 
their  eafe. 

The  produce  of  Canada  confifts  of  furs,  efpe- 
cially  caftors,  and  in  feveral  kinds  of  Ikins,  which 
they  purchafe  from  the  natives;  and  there  are  ex- 
ported from  thence  fome  forts  of  drugs,  planks, 
pipe  ftaves,  &c. 

The  greateil  part  of  the  conmierce  of  the  coun- 
try is  carried  on  in  light  canoes  made  of  bark,  and 
proper  for  navigating  their  lakes  and  rivers,  which 
are  encumbered  with  rocks  and  interrupted  with 
water-falls,  that  render  them  unfit  for  other 
veifcls.  In  winter  they  make  ufe  of  fledges,  drawn 
either  by  horfes  or  dogs ;  and  as  thefe  are  proper 
for  paffi ng  over  vaft  tra6ls  of  fnow  and  ice,  they 
enable  them  to  continue  their  commerce  with  the 
Indians  all  the  winter. 

The  city  of  Quebec  is  fituated  upon  the  great 
river  of  St  Laurence,  at  the  diilance  of  about  loo 
leagues  from  its  mouth.  It  is  very  large  and  ftrong, 
for  befides  a  fortrefs,  or  kind  of  citadel  in  which 
the  governor  reftdes,  the  Vv^hole  extent  of  the  place 
IS  covered  by  a  regular  fortification,  with  feveral 
redoubts  well  furnillicd  with  artillery.  The  prin- 
cipal buildings  in  this  city  are  the  cathedral,  the 
epifcopal  palace,  the  Jefuits  college,  and  feveral 
other  religious  houfes  But  if  it  be  confidered  that 
this  is  not  only  the  capital,  but  almoft  the  only 
town  in  New-France,  it  is  not  at  all  furprizing  that 
thefe  edifices  are  very  magnificent ;  and  that  befides 
thefe  it  contains  upwards  of  15,000  well-built  dwel- 
ling-houfcs.     The  town  of  Montreal  is  llrong  by 
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its  fituation^  is  furrounded  with  a  wall  and  a  dry 
ditchj  and  is  Taid  by  fome  authors  to  have  as  many 
inhabitants  as  Quebec*  The  Indians  come  thither 
in  boats  to  fell  their  fkins,  tor  the  fake  of  which 
Montreal  was  built,  and  is  now  nearly  as  large  and 
populous  as  Quebec. 

As  the  manner  m  which  the  trade  was  carried 
on  by  the  French  is  pretty  lingular,  we  iliali  here 
give  it  our  readers:    when  the  Indians  in  alliance 
with  the  French  came  thither  to  trade,  their  chief 
firil  demanded  audience  of  their  governor  general, 
and  it  he  was  not  there,  of  the  governor  of  Mon- 
treal, to  whom  he  was  with  great  ceremony  admit- 
ted.   This  audience  was  generally  given  in  a  great 
fquare  in  the  middle  of  the  town  ;   where  a  chair 
of  ftate  was  placed  for  the  governor,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  feveral   Indian  nations,    took  their  places 
round  him,  with  their  pipes  in  their  mouths.  After 
a  due  iilence,  the  eldeft  chief  of  the  Indians  laid 
down  his  pipe,  flood  up,  and  addreiled  himielf  to 
the  governor:  he  told  him,  that  his  brethren  were 
come  to  vilit  him,    and  to  renew  their  ancient 
league  and  friendfhip  with  his  nation  :  that  having 
nothing  in  view  but  the  care  and  advantage  of  the 
French,  they  had  brought  down  with  them  good 
quantities  of  (kins  and  furs,    being  fenfible  that 
the  French  could  not  obtain  fo  many,  or  fo  good,  if 
they  did  not  bring  them  down  to  their  fettlements; 
that  they  were  fenfible  how  much  they  were  efteem- 
ed  in  France,  and  knew  that  what  they   were  to 
take  in  exchange,  v^/ere  but  paltry  things  and  of 
little  value  ;  but  that  their  good  friends  the  French 
might  not  be  without  furs  they  were  content  to 
deal  with  them  ;  and  therefore  hoped,  that  in  or- 
der to  enable  them   to  bring  a  greater  plenty  of 
them  the  next  year,  as  well  as  to  fall  upon  their 
enemies,  they  would  let  them  have  guns,  powder, 
and  ball,  upon  reafonable  terms.     At  the  ciofe  of 
this  fpeech  he  laid  a  ftring  of  beads,  and  a  bundle 
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of  Ikins  at  the  governor's  feet,  and  deiired  leave  to 
fecure  them  a  free  and  fair  trade,  and  to  protedl 
them  from  robbers.  Then  he  retired  to  his  place, 
and  took  up  his  pipe  again.  The  governor  now 
allured  them  of  his  protection,  and  made  them  a 
prefent  in  return.  The  next  day  the  trade  began, 
and  was  foon  over;  by  which  the  French  gained 
very  conliderably ;  but  they  were  not  allowed  to 
fell  either  wine  or  brandy  to  the  Indians,  becaufe 
they  were  extremely  apt  to  drink  to  excefs,  and 
were  then  furious  and  mad,  and  at  fuch  times  if 
they  did  any  mifchief  to  one  another,  or  to  the 
French,  they  could  fcarce  be  brought  to  give  any 
fatisfaclion ;  for  they  affirmed,  it  was  the  liquor, 
and  not  the  man,  that  did  the  mifchief;  and  that 
it  was  unjuft  to  punilh  a  perfon  for  what  he  did 
when  out  of  his  fenfes.  The  other  fettlements  are 
fcattered  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other,  along 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  lakes,  between  which 
a  communication  is  kept  up,  by  water,  and  by 
land  carriage,  where  the  catara6f  s  render  failing  in 
the  rivers  impradlicable,  without  immediate  de- 
ftru6lion.  Thefirft  of  thefelakesof  any  confequence 
is  Ontario,  which  is  i8o  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  between  20  and  25  fathoms  in  depth.  It  re- 
ceives feveral  rivers,  belides  that  of  St.  Laurence, 
and  its  coafts  are  pretty  even  and  level.  From  this 
lake  to  that  of  Hi  ron,  there  is  a  communication 
by  means  of  the  river  Tanaouate,  and  by  the  ailift- 
ance  of  a  land  carriage  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  to 
the  river  of  Toronto,  and  there  is  alfo  a  paflage 
from  it  to  that  of  Erie  up  the  river  Niagara,  though 
a  dreadful  catara6l  renders  it  necedary  to  make  part 
of  the  way  by  land.  The  lake  of  Erie  with  thofe 
of  Ontario  and  Huron  form  a  triangular  peninfula. 
The  lake  of  Erie  which  lies  to  the  fouth,  is  called 
by  the  French  by  the  name  of  Conti ;  it  is  230 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  every  where  affords 
the  moil  delightful  profpeds,  its  banks  being  adorn- 
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ed  with  oaks;,  elms,  chefnut,  walnut  appk  and 
plumb  trees ;  and  with  vines  that  bear  their  fine 
clufters  up  to  the  very  top.  The  ground  is  extreme- 
ly level,  and  vaft  quantities  of  deer  and  turkeys 
are  to  be  tbund  in  the  woods. 

Before  we   take  leave  of  this  lake,  it  will  be 
proper  to  give  a  particular  defcription  of  the  fall 
of  Niagara.     The  whole  ftieam  of  this  river  runs 
with  prodigious  rapidity  on  its  approaching  a  very 
deep  precipice,  whence  it  falls  with  a  more  terrible 
noife  than  that  of  thunder  ;  being  interrupted  in 
its  defcent  by  an  ifland  which  runs  along  the  mid- 
dle, it  rulhes  from  thence  into  the  bed  of  the  river 
at  the  bottom,  where  it  raifes  a  mill  which  rifes 
as  high  as  the  clouds,  and  may  be  feen  at  fifteen 
miles  diftance,  when  in  fine  weather  it  forms  a 
moll  beautiful  rainbow.    The  rapidity  of  this  river 
above  the  defcent  is  fo  great  for  near  two  leagues, 
that  it  violently  hurries  down  the  wild  beafts  that 
endeavour  to  pafs  it  in  order  to  feed  on  the  other 
fide,  calling  them  down  above  150  feet.     At  the 
bottom  of  the  catara6l,  the  waters  boil  and  foam 
in  a  furprizing  manner,  and  Hill  continue  their 
courfe  with  great  impetuofity,  while  the  banks  are 
fo  prodigioufly  high,  that  a  fpe6lator  can  fcarcely 
look  on  the  water  below  without  trembling.    The 
lake  of  Huron,  which  has  a  communication  with 
that  of  Erie,  is  about  400  leagues  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  among  feveral   i (lands  has  one  called 
Manitoualan,  which  is  about  twenty  leagues  long 
and  ten  broad.     On   the  north- well  of  this  lake  is 
the  bay  of  Toronto,  which  is  above  twenty  leagues 
long  and  Hfteen  broad  at  its  mouth.     This  bay- 
receives  a  river  that  fprings  from  a  little  lake  of 
the  fame  name,  and  forms  feveral  catara6ls.    From, 
the  above  fmall  lake  is  a  palTage  by  land  to  the 
river  of  Tanaoute,  which  falls  into  Lake  Fron* 
tiniac. 

VOL  II.  M  m 
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On  the  north -weft  of  the  lake  of  Huron  is  a 
channel  that  has  a  communication  with  the  Ille- 
nois  lake,  which  is  alfo  of  confiderable  extent. 

The  Superior  or  Upper  Lake,  has  alfo  a  com- 
munication with  that  of  Huron  by  a  channel,  that 
on  the  north-weft  extends  to  Huron  lake,  and 
this  Upper  Lake  is  computed  to  be  500  leagues 
in  circumference,  including  the  windings  of  the 
creeks  and  little  gulphs.  All  thefe  large  lakes 
abound  in  fifti,  and  are  expofed  to  ftorms  and 
tempefts.  This  laft  has  fome  pretty  large  iflands, 
that  abound  with  elks  and  wild  aiTes. 


CHAPTER    II. 

A  defcription  of  Ille  Royal  or  Cape  Breton. 


A  HIS  ifland  was  very  early  difcovered  by 
the  Englifh,  and  was  always  reckoned  a  part  of 
Nova-Scotia^  for  that  veiy  charter  which  confti- 
tuted  that  exteniive  country  a  diftin(51:  province, 
included  Cape  Breton  in  exprefs  terms.  This  was 
never  difputed  till  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ; 
though  the  French  had  fettled  there  as  well  as 
in  Nova-Scotia;  but  by  that  treaty  the  French 
confented  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Englilh;  yet 
notwithftanding  Queen  Anne  ordered  the  Duke 
of  Queenfbury,  her  AmbafTador  at  the  court 
of  France,  to  declare  that  flie  looked  upon  that 
ifland  as  a  part  of  the  ancient  territory  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  French  were  fulFered  to  keep  poflelTion 
of  it,  and  as  they  reaped  great  advantage  from 
its  fituation,  both  with  refpect  to  the  trade  of 
Canada  and  the  large  fiflieries  carried  on  at  thi» 
ifland,  they  foon  erected  fortifications  at  a  very 
large  expence,  and  the  greateft  encouragement 
was  given  to  thofe  who  would  fettle  there.  How- 
ever in  1745  it  was  taken  by  the  New-England 
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men,  with  very  little  afliftance  from  Great-Bri- 
tain; but  ,was  given  up  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la 
Chapeile. 

That  peace  was  no  fooner  concluded  than  the 
French  diftreffing  the  new  colony  at  Halifax  in 
ISova-Scotia,  and  attempting  to  hem  in  all  the 
colonies  on  the  continent  by  a  chain  of  forts,  the 
late  war  broke  out,  and  Louilburgh,  the  capital, 
with  the  illand  of  Cape-Breton,  was  taken  by  the 
Englifli,  who  landed  in  the  light  of  a  numerous 
army,  though  oppofed  by  a  chain  of  batteries  ;  and 
after  fcaling  rocks  that  were  thought  inacceffible, 
drove  the  French  from  the  coall,  and  afterwards 
obliged  the  garrifon  of  Louilburgh  to  furrender 
prifoners  of  war  :  this  conqueft  was  made  on  the 
26th  of  July,  1758,  by  general  Amherft,  com- 
mander of  1 100  land  forces;  with  the  train  of 
artillery  ;  and  by  admiral  Bofcawen,  with  23  Ihips 
of  war  befides  frigates  ;  and  a  few  days  after,  a 
part  of  the  fleet  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
illand  of  St.  John. 

The  ifland  of  Cape -Breton,  or  Ifle  Royal,  islitua- 
ted  in  between  45  and  47*^.  of  north  latitude,  and 
forms   with   the   ifland    of  Newfoundland,    from 
whence  it  is  diftant  only  about  fifteen  leagues,  the 
entrance  of  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence;  the  fl:reight 
which  feparates  Cape  Breton  from  Nova  Scotia  is 
about  five  leagues  in  length,  one  in  breadth,  and  is 
called  the  paflTage  of  Fronfac.     The  length  of  the 
ifland  from  the  north-eafl;  to  the  fouth-wefl:  is  not 
quite  fifty  leagues.     It  is  of  a  very  irregular  figure, 
and  in  fuch  a  manner  cut  through   by  lakes  and 
rivers,  that  its  two   principal  parts   are  held  to- 
gether, only  by  an  ifl:hmus  of  about  800  paces  in 
breadth  ;  this  neck  of  land  feparates  the  bottom  of 
Port  Touloufe  from  feveral  lakes,  which  are  called 
Labrador.       The    lakes  empty    themfelves    into 
the  fea  to  the  eafl:,  by  two  channels  formed   by 
the  iflands  of  Verderronne  and  la  Boularderie. 
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All  its  parts  open  to  the  eaft^  turning  a  little  to 
the  fouth,  and  are  withni  the  fpaee  of  S^  leagues, 
beginning  at  Port  Dauphin  and  continuuig  to  Port 
Touloufe,  which  is  aimoft  at  the  entrance  of  the 
pafTage  of  Fronfac.  In  all  other  parts  it  is  difficult 
to  find  anchorage  for  fmail  veifels  in  little  creeks 
or  among  the  iflands.  The  northern  coafts  are 
very  high  and  aimoft  innaceiBble,and  it  is  difficult 
to  land  on  the  weftern  e^ail,  till  you  come  to  the 
paflTage  of  Fronilic,  near  which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready obferved,  is  Port  Touioufe,  formerly  known 
by  the  name  of  St.  Peter.  This  port  is  between 
a  kind  of  gulph  called  little  St.  Peter's,  and  the 
ifland  St.  Peter  oppofite  the  iilanda  Madame  or 
Maurepas.  From  thence  proceeding  towards  the 
fouth-eaft  is  the  bay  of  Gaborle  at  twenty  leagues 
diftance  from  St.  Peter's  ifland.  This  bay  is  a 
league  broad,  between  iflands  and  rocks,  and  is 
two  leagues  deep,  but  it  is  not  fafe  to  come  near 
the  iflands.  The  harbour  of  Louifl^urgh,  formerly 
called  Englifli  Harbour,  is  not  above  a  league  from 
the  above  bay,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the  iinefl: 
in  America.  It  is  near  four  leagues  in  circumfe- 
rence, and  has  every  where  fix  or  feven  fathoms 
water.  The  entrance  is  not  above  200  fathoms 
V^ide,  and  lies  between  two  fmall  iflands.  The 
town  of  Louifl3urgh  is  lituated  on  the  fouth-v^efl: 
fide,  and  is  pretty  ftrongly  fortified  with  as  much 
regularity  as  the  fituation  will  admit.  It  has  a 
good  rampart,  with  irregular  baftions,  a  dry  ditch, 
a  covert  way,  with  an  excellent  glacis,  and  before 
two  of  the  curtains  is  a  ravelin,  with  a  bridge  to 
the  fally-ports  ;  but  the  chief  ftrength  of  the  place 
confifts  in  the  thicknefs  of  the  walls,  and  the  im- 
paifable  moraffes  which  extend  from  the  foot  of 
the  glacis  to  a  confiderable  difl:ance.  When  Louif- 
burgh  was  taken  from  the  French  on  the  26th  of 
June,  1 758,  it  was  defended  by  231  pieces  of  can- 
non.    At   that  time  the  town   coniifted  of  only 
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fcveral  narrow  lanes,  and  had  hardly  a  tolerable 
houfe  in  it,  except  the  governor's  and  intendant's, 
which  were  built  with  Itone  and  brick,  without 
theleaft  elegance  ;  the  beil  buildings  in  the  place 
were  the  magazines,  a  convent,  and  an  holpital ; 
and  few  of  the  other  houfes  were  much  better  than 
boarded  cottages  one  ftory  high. 

The  fea  round  the  iiland  is  fubjecl  to  violent 
ftormsof  wind,  with  fnow  and  fleet,  and  fuch  fogs 
that  it  is  frequently  impoilibie  to  fee  the  length  of 
a  Ihip.  But  what  is  ftili  more  extraordinary,  thefe 
fogs  Vv'ill  in  the  fpace  of  one  frofty  night  cafe  over 
the  rigging  of  fhips  with  fuch  thick  ice,  as  to  ren- 
der them  impoflible  to  be  worked  till  it  is  beaten 
off:  the  quantity  beat  off  from  only  one  of  the 
Englifli  fliips  employed  in  the  laft  conqueft  of  this 
iiland,  was  computed  to  amount  to  lix  or  eight 
tons  weight ;  yet  this  amazing  quantity  was  all 
congealed  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  May,  when 
warmer  weather  might  have  been  expected.  All 
thefe  circumftances  Ihew  the  advantages  of  an  iiland 
filled  with  fuch  a  number  of  excellent  ports  litu- 
ated  in  fuch  a  tempefluous  fea. 

The  climate  of  the  iiland  is  pretty  much  the 
fame  with  that  of  Quebec,  but  mills  and  fogs  are 
more  frequent.  A  great  part  of  the  land  is  but 
very  indifferent,  it  howcAcr  produce  oaks  of  a 
prodigious  fize,  pines  for  mails,  and  ail  forts  of 
timber  fit  for  carpenters  work.  The  moft  common 
forts  are,  beiides  thofe  already  mentioned,  cedar, 
oak,  afli,  maple,  afpin,  wild  cherry,  beech,  and 
plane  tree.  It  produce  fome  forts  of  fruits,  par- 
ticularly apples,  vAth  pulfe,  herbs,  and  roots. 
They  have  wheat  and  all  other  kinds  of  grain,  with 
fome  hemp  and  flax  as  good  as  any  in  Canada. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  mountains  may  be 
cultivated  up  to  the  tops;  that  the  good  foil  al- 
ways inclines  towards  the  fouth,  and  that  the  iiland 
is  covered  from  the  north  and  north-weft  v^inds 
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by  the  mountains  of  Nova- Scotia,  that  border 
upon  the  river  St.  Laurence.  Thefe  mountains 
abound  with  coal,  and  there  is  alfo  plafter  here 
in  great  abundance. 

There  are  here  great  numbers  of  fowls,  and 
particularly  partridges,  almoft  as  large  as  phea- 
fants,  which  they  reiemble  in  their  feathers. 

The  iiland  was  full  of  deer,  and  had  vaft  num- 
bers of  moofe-deer,  but  they  are  now  fcarce  ;  there 
are  here  alfo  animals  brought  from  Europe,  as 
horfes,  horned  cattle,  hogs,  llieep,  goats  and  poul- 
try. All  the  lakes,  rivers  and  bays  abound  with 
excellent  filli  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and  what  is 
got  by  hunting,  Ihooting,  and  fifhing,  is  fufficient 
to  maintain  the  inhabitants  a  good  part  of  the 
year.  It  is  faid  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  world 
where  more  cod  fiili  is  caught,  nor  fuch  good  con- 
veniency  for  drying  it:  and  the  fifhery  of  the 
fea-pike,  porpoifes,  &c.  is  carried  on  with  great 
eafe. 


CHAPTER.     III. 

An  account  of  the  fettlement  made  by  the  French  in  the  Leeward 
Wands,  and  their  proceedings,  in  them. 


We  have  already  given  an  account  of  the 
fettlement  of  the  iiland  of  St.  Chriftopher  by  the 
Engliih  and  the  French,  who  lived  in  the  greateft 
harmony  together  ;  of  the  French  flying  from  that 
iiland,  upon  the  landing  of  the  Spaniards;  and  of 
the  Engliih  being  driven  from  their  fettlements,  as 
well  as  of  the  return  both  of  the  Englifh  and 
French. 

Mr.  Defnambue  the  French  governor,  obferving 
that  the  Englifh  colony  had  made  themfelves  maf^ 
ters  of  feveral  of  the  adjacent  iilands,  refolved  to 
fend  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  his  colony  to 
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France  to  procure  fupplies,  chiefly  with  a  view  of 
fettling  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe.  Among  thofe 
fent  over,  was  one  Mr.  Olive,  a  bold  enterprizing 
man,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  his  own  inte- 
reft,  and  having  fome  notice  of  the  governor's  de- 
fign,  he  refoived  to  fupplant  him.  For  that  pur- 
pofe  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  one  Mr.  Du- 
Pleflis,  and  fome  other  merchants  of  Dieppe  ;  who 
forming  a  company  for  the  fupport  of  the  fcheme 
he  had  laid,  thefe  two  were  fent  over  governors 
with  joint  authority  to  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  ; 
where  they  arrived  with  about  500  men,  on  the  8th 
of  June  1635;. 

However,  thefe  governors,  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  their  enterprize,  committed  two  miftakes  ; 
they  fettled  on  the  wrong  fide  of  the  ifland,  where 
the  foil  was  very  bad,  and  quarrelled  with  the  na- 
tives, before  the  colony  was  well  able  to  fublift 
without  them.  The  bad  confequences  with  which 
thefe  errors  were  attended,  foon  broke  the  heart  of 
Mr.  Du  Plellis;  when  Mr.  Olive  being  left  fole 
governor,  his  haughtinefs  and  pride  had  certainly 
brought  the  colony  to  ruin,  if  he  had  not  fallen 
blind.  Upon  this,  the  company  fent  over  Mr.  Au- 
bert,  a  very  difcreet  and  prudent  gentleman,  who 
in  a  few  years  time,  put  the  affairs  of  this  colony 
into  order,  and  fo  effe6i:ually  efiabliflied  it,  that 
the  Inhabitants  have  fubfifted  very  happily  ever 
fince.  But  notwithftanding  Mr.  Defnambue's  hav- 
ing the  misfortune  to  fee  Guadaloupe  thus  taken 
out  of  his  hands  ;  yet  before  his  death  he  had  the 
pleafure  of  fettling  the  iiland  of  Martinico,  of 
which  he  by  that  means  became  proprietor,  and 
of  leaving  it  to  his  family  by  his  hrft  will. 

In  the  mean  time,  cardinal  Richelieu,  being 
raifed  to  the  miniftry,  thought  proper  to  rend  over 
a  perfon  of  diftindlion,  to  take  upon  himfelfthe 
government  of  the  whole  ifland  ;  and  accordingly 
made  choice  of  Mr,  De  Foincy ,  a  knight  of  Malta, 
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whom  he  fent  with  the  title  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant general  of  the  iflands  in  America. 

This  gentleman  embarked  at  Dieppe  on  the  15th 
of  January  1639,  and  after  a  fliort  paiJage  arrived 
at  Marti nico,  from  whence  he  went  to  Guadaloupe, 
and  afterwards  to  St.  Chriftopher's.  He  was  very 
fevere  in  the  execution  of  his  authority  again  ft 
thofe  who  were  for  haftily  making  eftates  at  the 
public  expence,  but  was  extremely  kind  to  the  in- 
duftrious  part  of  the  inhabitants^  who  were  will- 
ing to  let  their  private  fortunes  depend  on  the 
flourifhing  ftateof  the  colonies.  He  caufed  churches 
to  be  built  in  ail  thefe  illands,  took  care  to  have 
the  priefts  well  maintained,  but  would  have  no 
monafteries  or  monks.  He  eftablilhed  an  excellent 
form  of  juftice,  granted  commiffions  to  privateers, 
and  hanged  up  pirates  with  very  little  ceremony. 
His  concern  for  the  public  good  was  fo  apparent, 
that  he  became  in  a  manner  abfolute  ;  and  the 
people  being  fenfible  that  he  had  nothing  in  view 
but  their  intereft,  obeyed  his  orders  Vv'ith  the  utmoft 
alacrity-  In  fliort,  he  changed  the  whole  face  of 
affairs  in  that  part  of  the  world,  fettled  defert 
iflands,  and  though  he  made  hundreds  of  people 
rich  and  happy,  contented  himfelf  with  the  plea- 
fure  of  doing  it,  without  making  any  fortune  of 
his  own. 

However,  during  the  difturbances  that  arofe  in 
France  after  the  death  of  cardinal  Richelieu,  the 
colony  funk  by  the  ill  management  of  the  com- 
pany ;  and  in  the  year  165 1,  the  chevalier  De 
Poincy  purchafed  the  iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher,  St. 
Bartholeniew,  St.  Martin,  and  Santa  Cruz  for  the 
order  of  Malta  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  other 
iflands  were  difpofed  of  to  fuch  as  would  give  any 
thing  for  them  ;  which  foon  brought  the  affairs  of 
the  French  in  that  part  of  the  world  into  a  very 
ftrange  fituation.  When  the  Dutch,  taking  notice 
of  the  condition  things  were  in,  eftablifhed  m^ga- 
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zines  at  Fluftiing  and  Middleburgh  for  Weft-India 
commodities,  and  annually  employed  in  the  trade 
of  the  French  iflands  upwards  of  loo  fhips. 

This  continued  till  about  the  year  1664,  when 
)3L  new  company  being  fet  up  in  France,  they, 
with  the  ailiftance  of  the  government,  purchafed 
back  from  the  nights  of  Malta  and  the  other  pro- 
prietors, the  rights  they  had  acquired ;  and  having 
put  an  end  to  the  Dutch  trade,  brought  the 
commerce  of  the  colonies  once  more  into  their  own 
channel.  But  after  poITeffing  their  grant  ten 
years,  they  began  to  opprefs  the  people,  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  miniftry  thought  proper  to  in- 
terpofe,  and  in  16S0  every  thing  was  fettled  fo  as 
to  render  the  diligent  and  induftrious  fecure  of 
reaping  the  fruits  of  their  labours. 

After  this  general  veiw  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  French  iflands  were  fettled,  we  fhall  pro- 
ceed to  a  very  concife  account  of  the  iflands  them- 
felves. 

Martinico  is  iituated  in  14^.  30'.  north  latitude 
and  in  61°.  weft  longitude.  It  is  about  thirteen 
leagues  in  length  and  feven  in  breadth.  From  the 
inland  parts  which  are  mountainous,  fall  numerous 
rivulets,  which  after  watering  the  country,  flow 
into  the  fea.  It  has  feveral  bays  well  fortified  ;  the 
chief  of  which  is  the  great  bay  of  Fort-Royal,  the 
capital  of  the  ifland,  and  the  bay  of  St.  Pierre,  a 
large  town  about  feven  leagues  from  it,  to  the 
north-weft.  This  ifland  was  inhabited  by  Indians 
when  the  French  firft  attempted  a  fettlement,  in 
the  year  1635,  and  many  battles  were  fought  be- 
tween them  and  the  natives  with  various  fuccefs  ; 
but  at  laft  the  French  overpowered,  and  cruelly 
extirpated  the  ancient  inhabitants.  The  governor 
of  the  Caribbee  iflands  refides  there,  and  it  is  the 
feat  of  the  fovereign  council,  whofe  jurifdi^tion 
extends  not  only  throughout  the  Antilles,     but 
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over  the  French  fettlements  in  St.  Domingo   and 
Tortuga. 

This  ifland  was  on  the  19th  of  January  1759, 
attacked  by  a  fquadron  of  ten  men  of  war  belides 
frigates,  &c.  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Moore^  and  a  body  of  land  forces,  commanded 
by  General  Hopfon  ;  but  after  obtaining  fome 
advantages,  the  troops  and  failors  re- em  barked 
and  failed  to  Guadaloupe.  It  was  however,  taken 
by  the  Engliili  on  the  13th  of  February  1762. 

Guadaloupe  the  largeft  of  the  Caribbee  iilands, 
is  fituated  in  16^.  north  latitude  and  61^.  weft 
longitude,  about  thirty  leagues  from  Martinico. 
It  is  remarkable  for  the  height  of  its  clifts  and 
mountains.  It  is  about  fifteen  leagues  in  length 
and  twelve  in  breadth,  divided  into  two  parts  by 
a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  or  narrow  pafTage,  through 
which  no  Ihip  can  venture,  and  the  inhabitants 
crofs  over  in  a  ferry  from  one  part  to  the  other. 
The  country  to  the  weft  is  called  BalTe  Terre,, 
where  ftands  the  metropolis  of  the  fame  name, 
and  where  the  citadel  and  chief  ftrength  of  the 
ifiand  lies ;  the  part  to  the  eaft  is  called  Grande 
Terre.  The  French  began  to  fettle  this  ifland 
about  the  year  1632 ,  but  being  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  they  were  in  danger  of 
ftarving,  and  afterwards  the  planters  were  almoft 
ruined  by  their  divilions  ;  but  lince  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century,  the  inhabitants  have  flou- 
riftied  fo  much,  that  they  make  more  fugar  than 
any  of  the  Britifli  iflands  except  Jamaica.  The 
foil  is  rich,  and  efpecially  at  Grande  Terre  fo 
fertile,  that  the  canes  are  cut  fix  times  without 
replanting.  The  far  greateft  part  of  what  are 
called  Martinico  fugars,  are  the  real  produce  of 
Guadaloupe,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  obliged 
to  lend  them  to  Martinico,  before  they  could  be 
tranfported  to  France.  On  this  account  the  French 
fortified  it  with  feveral  forts  and  redoubts,  which 
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were  in  fo  good  a  condition  in  1702,  when  Admiral 
Bembo  made  a  defcent  upon  it  with  a  conliderable 
body  of  land  forces^  that  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  attack  them,  but  was  fatisfied  with  deftroying 
many  of  their  plantations  and  open  villages. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  in  1 759,  a  fleet  of 
ten  men  of  war  belides  frigates  and  bomb-ketches, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Moore,  with 
a  body  of  land  forces  commanded  by  General 
Hopfon,  after  making  an  unfuccefj^iful  attack  on 
Martinico^  failed  for  Guadaloape.  This  fquadron 
began  to  bombard  the  town  and  citadel  of  BafTe 
Terre  on  the  23d  of  January  ;  the  officers  and 
failors  behaved  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  and 
not  with  {landing  many  batteries  erected  on  the 
fhore,  the  houfes  and  churches  were  that  night 
every  where  in  flames,  and  the  powder  of  the  ma- 
gazines blown  about  the  enemies  ears.  The  next 
day  the  Englifti  landed,  and  found  both  the  town 
and  citadel  abandoned,  but  theiiland  was  far  frorri 
being  taken.  The  French  with  their  armed  ne- 
groes threw  up  intrenchments  on  the  mountains, 
and  bravel}^  refolved  to  defend  themfelves  as  long 
as  poilible.  Soon  after  General  Hopfon  dying, 
the  command  devolved  on  Major  General  Barring- 
ton.  The  Engliih  were  harraffed  by  perpetual 
alarms  and  fatigued  with  conftant  duty ;  they 
however,  gained  one  pafs  after  another,  and  ftill 
advanced  alert  in  the  hour  of  caution,  and  invinci- 
ble whenever  they  attacked.  They  frequently  fuf- 
fered  from  concealed  fires  out  of  the  woods,  and 
from  lurking  parties  of  armed  negroes,  that  could 
not  be  difcovered.  At  length  the  French  Gover- 
nor finding  all  refiftance  in  vain,  fent  a  flag  of 
truce;  and  the  articles  of  capitulation,  by  which 
Guadaloupe  was  furrendered  to  the  Englifli,  Vv^ere 
figned  on  the  flrft  of  May  1759. 

Within  the  fame  month  Marigalante,  four  little 
iilands  called  the  Santos,  Defeada,  and  Petit  Terre 
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alfo  furrendered  to  the  Englifh.  Marigalante  is 
about  twenty  leagues  in  length  and  about  fifteen 
in  breadth,  and  is  fituated  in  16^,  north  latitude^ 
a  little  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Guadaloupe.  The 
French  began  to  fend  colonies  thither  about  the 
year  1647,  ^"^  after  having  feveral  wars,  expelled 
the  natives,  and  remained  in  the  peaceable  poflef- 
fion  of  this  illand,  till  May  19,   1759. 

Granada  is  twenty-five  leagues  in  circumference 
and  has  feveral  good  bays  and  harbours,  fome  of 
which  are  fortified.  It  is  fituated  in  11^.  51'. 
north  latitude,  about  thirty  leagues  fouth-well:  of 
BarbadoeSj  and  about  the  fame  diftance  north  of 
Andalufia. 

The  fmaller  Caribbee  Iflands  belonging  to  the 
French,  are  St.  Bartholomew's,  which  is  about 
ten  leagues  north  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  was 
taken' in  the  year  1689,  by  the  Englifh  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Timothy  Thornhill ;  but  refl:ored 
to  the  French  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwick.  By  the 
late  peace  in  1763,  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  Ma- 
rigalante, St.  Bartholomew,  and  Defeada,  were 
reftored  to  France  ;  but  Granada,  and  fome  fmall 
iflands  near  it,  called  the  Granadillas,  or  Grana- 
dines,  were  ceded  to  Great-Britain. 

As  fugar  is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  thefe  iflands, 
it  is  proper  to  give  a  fliort  account  of  the  quanti- 
ties raifed  in  them.  In  Martinico  it  is  computed, 
that  the  inhabitants  make  one  year  with  another, 
10,000  hogflieads  of  about  600  weight  each  :  In 
Guadaloupe  are  made  about  40,000  hogflieads, 
and  in  the  other  iflands  about  1000  hogflieads 
altogether.  Thefe  iflands  alfo  draw  a  confiderable 
profit  from  cacao  or  the  chocolate  nut,  and  from 
ginger,  caffia,  and  pimento,  which  is  what  is  called 
Jamaica  pepper  or  all-fpice,  of  which  they  export 
confiderable  quantities.  The  inhabitants  alfo  fend 
home  rocou  for  the  ufe  of  dyers,  and  a  variety  of 
medicinal  gums,    and  wet  fweetmeats  of  feveral 
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kinds.  Thcfe  illands  likewife  produce  fcveral  forts 
of  valuable  woods  ufed  in  dying,  in-laying,  and 
cabinet-work  ;  as  rofe-wood,  which  when  wrought 
and  poliihed,  has  a  very  beautiful  appearance,  as 
well  as  a  fine  fmell.  The  Indian  wood  is  alio  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  the  iron-wood,  fo  called  from 
its  exceffive  hardnefs,  is  preferable  either  to  cedar 
or  cyprefs.  They  have  great  quantities  of  Bralil 
woodj  brafiletto,  fuftic  or  yellow  wood,  and  green 
ebony,  which  is  ufed  both  by  the  cabinet  makers 
and  dyers.  To  thefe  commodities  may  be  added, 
tortoife-fhell  and  raw  hides. 

But  though  thefe  illands  produce  fo  many  rich 
and  valuable  commodities,  yet  they  ftandin  need  of 
very  large  fupplies  of  various  kinds  of  necelFaries, 
without  which  they  could  not  poffibly  fubfift,  fuch 
as  horfes  and  cattle  of  all  kinds  ;  dry  fiih,  corn, 
roots,  and  all  forts  of  lumber,  of  which  they  re- 
ceive confiderable  quantities  from  North  America. 
Mr.  Savary  obferves,  that  the  goods  exported 
from  France  to  thefe  iflands,  annually,  amounted 
to  about  four  millions  of  livres,  or  near  200, cool, 
flerling ;  for  which  they  brought  home  nearly 
double  the  value  in  Weft-India  commodities. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

The  manner  in  which  the  French  firft  formed  fettiements  in  tin 
iflands  of  Tortuga  and  Hifpaniola  or  St.  Domingo,  &c. 


W  E  (hall  now  proceed  to  the  ifland  of  St, 
Domingo,  which  was  difcovered  by  Columbus  in 
his  iirft  voyage  in  1492,  and  called  by  him  Hifpa- 
niola ;  but  he  afterwards  building  a  city  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  St.  Domingo,  in  honour  of 
his  father  Dominic,  the  name  was  firlt  extended  to 
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that  quarter,  and  at  length  the  whole  ifland  was 
called  St.  Domingo  ;  by  v^hich  it  is  as  well  known 
as  by  that  of  Hiipaniola.  Though  this  iiland  is 
reckoned  only  400  leagues  in  circumference,  yet  if 
all  the  creeks,  bays  and  inlets  be  naeafured,  it  will 
be  found  to  amount  to  at  leaft  600.  It  is  at  pre- 
lent  the  moft  fruitful,  and  much  the  pleafanteft 
iiland  in  the  Weft- Indies  ;  for  the  foreftsare  of  vaft 
extent,  and  the  trees  are  taller  and  larger,  the 
fruit  more  beautiful  and  better  tafted  than  in  the 
other  iilands :  the  favannahs  or  meadows  are  alfo 
vaftly  extenfive,  and  contain  innumerable  herds 
of  black  cattle  that  belong  to  the  country,  as  alfo 
wild  horfes  and  wild  hogs  produced  from  thofe  ani- 
mals brought  over  by  the  Spaniards.  Scarce  is 
there  any  place  in  the  world  better  watered,  by 
fmall  brocks  and  navigable  rivers,  all  of  which 
are  full  of  fifb  ;  add  to  this,  that  there  were  at  firft 
found  great  quantities  of  gold,  filver,  and  copper, 
which  have  failed  fince  the  deftru6fion  of  the  na- 
tives. This  with  many  other  reafons  concured  at 
length  to  induce  many  of  the  Spaniards  to  leave 
the  ifland,  particularly  the  feverity  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  for  the  fovereign  council  of  the  Indies  be- 
ing eliabliftied  at  St.  Domingo,  the  inhabitants 
were  kept  within  ftri<51er  bounds  than  in  other 
places  :  the  immenfe  riches  gained  by  their  coun- 
trymen, induced  numbers  to  forfake  this  ifland, 
in  hopes  of  coming  in  for  a  fhare  of  thofe  treafures  : 
the  great  demands  for  people  to  maintain  the  Spa- 
ll ifn  conquefts  on  the  continent  ;  their  cruelly  de- 
fli^oyingthe  Indians,  which  rendered  them  unable 
without  I'atigue  to  cultivate  their  lands  ;  for  as  yet 
the  vie  of  negroes  had  not  reached  the  Spanifh 
fettlements  ;  and  the  defcents  of  the  Englifli  and 
Trench  on  the  wcftern  part  of  the  ifland  ;  thefe 
feveral  circumftances  by  degrees  induced  the  Spa- 
niards to  abandon  all  the  country  between  Monte 
Chriito  and  Cape  Mongou. 
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The  manner  in  which  the  French  fettled  them- 
felves  being  very  fingular,  we  ihall  give  it  our 
readers.  The  Buccaneers  who  were  originally  no 
more  than  hunters,  fixed  themlelves  upon  the  coaft 
of  ilifpanioia,  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  killing 
black  cattle,  and  felling  their  fkins.  Thefe  having 
built  feme  villages,  erected  feveral  fortifications  for 
their  defence,  while  others  laid  out  plantations,  in 
which  they  raifed  tobacco  and  other  valuable  com- 
modities Mean  while  the  privateers  furniihed  by 
commilfions  from  the  French  governor  of  Petit 
Guaves,  to  cruize  upon  the  Spaniards,  with  per- 
fons  on  board  of  all  nations,  frequently  entered  the 
ports,  in  order  to  careen  and  vidtual  their  lliips  ; 
and  thefe  three  forts  of  people  became  extremely 
ufeful  to  each  other;  for  while  the  hunters  and 
other  fettlers  furniihed  provifions  and  hides  in  vail 
quantities,  the  privateers  brought  in  prizes  of 
great  value,  and  fpent  their  money  freely,  and  by 
enriching,  increafed  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants; 
fo  that  in  a  fnort  time,  the  French  extended  their 
fettlements  all  along  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  St, 
Domingo,  in  the  mean  time  Tortuga  became 
thorougly  planted,  and  the  tobacco  raifed  there 
being  very  good,  was  moll  eileemed.  With  re- 
fpe(5l  to  this  lait  iiland,  it  is  to  be  obfeved,  that  the 
Buccaneers  had  formed  a  fettlement  there,  which 
had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Spaniards  with  inexora- 
ble cruelty  in  the  year  1638.  However  the  Buc- 
caneers returned,  and  were  re-fettled  by  the  En- 
glifli  under  Capt.  Willis,  by  whofe  courage  and 
condu6l  they  were  foon  in  no  fear  of  being  diilurb- 
ed  by  the  Spaniards.  But  they  did  not  continue 
long  in  this  fituation,  for  Mr.  De  Poincy  fending 
thither  Mr.  Vafleur,  to  fecure  that  fmall  ifland  for 
the  French,  the  Buccaneers  of  that  nation,  fettled 
in  the  iiland,  joined  him,  and  Capt.  Willis  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  place,  with  the  troops  un- 
der his  command  ;  but  though  this  put  the  French 
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in  pofTeffion,  they  were  for  many  years  haralTed  by 
the  Spaniards,  who  more  than  once  drove  them 
out  of  the  ifland ;  but  being  conftantly  fupported 
from  their  own  iflands,  and  joined  by  the  adven- 
turers of  all  nations,  they  not  only  efFe61:ualIy 
fixed  themfelves  there,  but  made  the  above  fettle- 
ments  at  St.  Domingo,  and  in  20  years  time  be- 
came fo  ii^rong  that  the  Spaniards  were  glad  to  live 
upon  good  terms  with  them. 

But  to  proceed  -,  both  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Englifh  complained  loudly  of  the  condu6t  of  the 
French  governors,  under  colour  of  whofe  commif- 
fions,  the  Buccaneers  committed  great  diforders, 
and  in  time  of  peace,  took  (hips  of  all  nations  ; 
but  the  French  gave  good  words,  promifed  redrefs, 
and  fufFered  the  governors  to  go  on  after  their  own 
manner,  as  they  found  it  drew  numbers  of  people 
to  their  fettiements,  and  was  likely  to  fecure  them 
the  w^eftern  part  of  St.  Domingo  :  They  however 
did  not  gain  a  legal  pofTeffion  of  that  part  of  Hi- 
fpaniola,  till  the  year  1697,  when  the  Spaniards 
yielded  to  them  one  half  of  the  ifland  by  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick,  by  which  the  boundaries  were  fixed 
by  a  line  drawn  acrofs  the  country  from  north 
to  fouth  ;  fo  that  the  French  enjoy  all  the  weftern 
haif  of  St.  Domingo. 

For  many  years  the  principal  trade  of  this  ifland 
confifted  in  tobacco,  in  which  it  is  faid  there  have 
been  employed  from  60  to  100  fhips  ;  but  upon 
the  eflablifliment  of  an  exclulive  farm  of  this  com- 
modity in  France,  the  trade  began  to  decline,  and 
at  laft  funk  to  nothing.  They  then  fell  to  planting 
of  fugar,  and  though  they  at  firft  met  with  fome 
difficulties,  yet  in  a  fhort  time  it  became  the  flaple 
commodity  of  the  ifland.  This  is  faid  to  be  the  beil 
fugar  made  in  the  Wefl:-Indies,  and  generally  fells 
for  three  or  four  fhillings  a  hundred  more  than 
the  fugar  brought  from  any  of  their  other  iflands  ; 
which  has  occafioned  a  furprifing  progrefs  in  the 
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cultivation  of  that  valuable  commodity.  The 
principal  place  the  French  polFefs  on  the  north 
lide  of  the  ifland  is  Cape  Francois,  which  is  happily 
fituated  and  has  a  very  good  port.  The  town  is 
large  and  well  peopled,  and  is  fuppofed  to  contain 
4000  white,  and  as  many  negroe  inhabitants.  On 
the  weft  fide,  they  have  the  town  and  portLeogane, 
which  is  the  feat  of  the  government,  befides  which 
they  have  feveral  other  con (iderable  towns  and 
good  ports.  The  number  of  people  are  computed 
at  30,000  whites,  and  100,000  mulattoes. 

Sugar  had  been  fo  greatly  cultivated  by  the 
French,  that  in  the  year  1726  they  had  200  fugar 
works  in  the  ifland,  which  were  computed  to  yield 
one  with  another  400  hoglheads  of  fugar  every  year, 
each  hoglhead  containing  about  500  weight ;  fo 
that  it  appears  from  this  computation,  that  the 
fugarof  this  ifland  is  annually  worth  near  200,000]. 
and  the  French  indigo  brought  from  thence,  is 
faid  to  produce  near  half  as  much.  They  alfo 
raife  cacaos,  ginger  and  cotton  ;  coffee  grows  there 
very  well,  and  fome  maintain  that  cinnamon,  clove, 
and  nutmeg  trees,  might  be  raifed  there  ;  but  the 
great  profit  the  inhabitants  at  prefent  make  of 
their  fugar  and  indigo  prevents  their  attempting 
new  improvements. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  French  part  of  St. 
Domingo  is  Avache,  a  little  ifland  at  about  twelve 
leagues  diftance  from  the  continent.  It  is  only 
about  eight  leagues  in  compafs,  but  it  has  a  very 
good  foil,  and  two  or  three  tolerable  ports,  one 
of  which  is  capable  of  receiving  fliips  of  300  tons. 
It  lies  very  conveniently  for  carrying  on  a  trade 
with  the  Spanilh  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
America, 

Cayenne,  an  ifland  fituated  in  5^  north  latitude 
and  in  53^  weft  longitude,  was  fettled  by  the 
French,  in  the  year  1625.  It  lies  clofe  to  the 
continent  of  Guiana,  from  whence  It  is  only  fepa- 
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rated  by  the  rivers  Ovia  on  the  eaft,  and  the  Cayenne 
on  the  weft,  from  which  laft  it  takes  its  name. 
It  is  1 8  or  20  leagues  in  circumference,  and  is 
about  feven  leagues  long  and  three  broad.  As  it 
ftands  high  on  the  coaft,  it  at  a  diftance  feems  part 
of  the  continent.  It  has  three  principal  capes, 
thofeof  Fort  St.  Lewis,  Seperon,  and  Matiuri,  and 
its  banks  are  moftly  covered  with  man -groves, 
which  grow  in  fait  water,  and  from  the  roots  other 
trees  rife  up  without  end,  fo  clofe  and  interwoven 
with  each  other,  that,  in  fome  parts  of  the  ifland, 
a  man  may  walk  feveral  miles  on  them  without 
touching  the  ground.  In  feveral  parts  there  is 
much  meadow  and  pafture  ground,  but  the  reft  is 
low  and  marfhy,  efpecially  in  the  middle,  fo  as  to 
be  almoft  impalTable. 

The  ifland  is  rendered  uncomfortable  by  the 
long  rainy  feafon  which  happens  every  year  ;  by 
the  fcorching  clofe  air,  both  by  day  and  night,  and 
by  the  vapours  exhaled  from  the  fwampy  grounds, 
which  occafion  many  diforders.  The  inhabitants 
are  alfo  continually  tormented  with  gnats,  flies, 
worms,  ants,  bugs  and  other  vermin,  which  alto- 
gether render  the  place  very  dilkgreeable.  The 
foil  produces  plenty  of  fugar  canes,  which,  though 
fmalland  fhort-jointed,  yield  v^ry  plentifully.  It 
alfo  abounds  in  ananas,  or  pine-apples,  oranges, 
lemons,  figs,  papaias,  ebony,  and  violet  wood, 
and  alfo  in  indigo  and  cotton,  as  well  as  in  feveral 
forts  of  American  and  European  grain.  The 
principal  four-footed  animals  for  food  are,  hogs, 
wild  boars,  deer,  and  hares ;  for  large  cattle  can 
fcarce  live  there.  The  fowl  are,  carion  turkeys, 
cocks  and  hens,  flamingos,  which  are  an  exceeding 
tall  bird,  and  appear  in  flocks  like  wild  geek-, 
large  wild  ducks  with  red  tufts  on  their  heads ; 
pigeons,  ring-doves,  wood-cocks,  ortolans,  night- 
ingales, parrots,  paroquets,  and  other  birds  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  chiefly  fubfift  on  turtle.     Among 
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the  reptiles  there  are  lizards,  camelions,  and  fer- 
pents  ofamonftrous  fize,  fome  of  which  are  faid 
to  be  above  25  feet  long.  There  are  aifo  many 
fmall  ones. 

The  principal  town  is  alfo  called  Cayenne,  and 
ilands  on  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland  in  an  advan- 
tageous lituation,  nature  and  art  having  equally 
contributed  to  forify  it.  The  fortifications  are 
an  irregular  hexagon,  and  confift  of  a  dry  ditch, 
and  a  rampart  with  feveral  batteries  mounted  with 
cannon,  within  which  ftands  above  200  houfes, 
formed  into  two  ftreets.  On  the  north  eaft  part 
of  the  town,  the  jefuits  have  a  little  chapel  that 
ftands  in  an  open  place,  and  has  before  it  a  grove 
of  lemon  trees.  On  a  a  pretty  fteep  eminence  is 
the  fort  of  St.  Lewis  de  Caperoux  on  thefea  fide, 
mounted  with  42  iron  guns,  and  corumonly  de- 
fended by  four  companies  of  regular  troops.  The 
weakeft  places  of  the  ifland  are  alfo  defended  by 
batteries. 

The  next  town  in  the  ifland  is  Armire,  Vv'hich 
is  about  three  leagues  diftant  to  the  eaft-ward, 
but  is  fmall  and  thinly  peopled  :  the  jefuits  have 
however  a  chapel  there.  Thefe  are  the  moft  re- 
markable towns  in  the  ifland. 

The  poorer  fort,  befides  turtle,  eat  the  fleili  of 
the  manatee  or  fea-cow,  which  is  brought  ready 
falted  from  the  river  of  the  Amazons,  whither 
feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  fends  barks, 
to  buy  it  of  the  Indians  for  beads,  knives,  linen, 
toys,  and  iron  tools.  The  men  in  thefe  barks 
take  fait  with  them,  and  on  their  entering  the  river 
of  the  Amazons,  the  Indians  employed  in  the 
manatee  fifliery  go  on  board,  and  having  taken  the 
fait,  run  up  the  river  in  canoes,  to  catch  the  mana- 
tees, which  they  cut  in  pieces,  and  having  faited 
them,  return  to  their  barks. 

The  trade  carried  on  with  France,  chiefly  con- 
fiftsin  provifions,  as  falt-meat,  flour,  wine,  brandy. 
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linen,  ftuffs,  fhoes,  and  other  wearing  apparel, 
tools,  and  fniall  wares  ;  in  return  lor  which  they 
export  fugar,  dying-woods,  and  for  the  moft  part 
the  fame  kind  of  commodities  as  the  Jeeward 
iflands.  The  number  of  whites  exclufive  of  the 
foldiers,  arefaid  to  amount  to  about  1500,  and 
the  whole  number  of  people,  including  the  foldiers 
and  Haves,  is  faid  to  be  about  3000. 


CHAPTER     V. 

Mr.  De  la  Salle  attempts  to  difcover  the  great  river  Miiliffipi, 
and  is  murdered  by  his  own  foldiers;  its  being  afterwards 
fettled  by  M.  d'lbberville,  and  the  affair  turned  into  a  bub- 
ble, &c. 


'OME  of  the  French  had  already  pro- 
ceeded from  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Canada,  to  the 
river  Miffi/liipi,  when  Mr.  Robert  Cavaler  de  la 
Salle,  conceived  the  delign  of  finding  out  a  palTage 
from  the  gulph  of  Mexico  to  the  South-Sea,  by 
means  of  the  river  Miffiffipi ;  for  though  this,  great 
river  does  not  run  that  way,  he  was  in  hopes  that 
by  failing  up  it,  he.  Ihould  difcover  one  that  did. 
In  purfuance  of  this  plan  he  laid  his  propofals 
before  the  French  king  ;  when  his  projefi  being 
approved,  he  was  fupplied  with  four  veffels,  a  man 
of  war  of  56  guns,  a  large  fly-boat,  a  fmall  frigate, 
and  a  ketch.  This  fquadron  was  conmianded  by 
Mr.  Beaujeau,  who  was  vi6f ualled  for  a  year,  and 
Mr.  de  la  Salle  had  under  his  command  150  land- 
men, who  were  to  fettle  in  the  country,  and  twelve 
gentlemen  volunteers;  it  being  propofed  to  plant 
a  colony  and  build  a  good  fort  in  the  gulph  of 
Mexico,  which  was  to  ferve  both  as  a  magazine, 
and  as  a  place  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  misfortunes 
either  bv  fea  or  land. 
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With  this  fquadron  Mr.  de  la  Salle  failed  from 
Rocheile  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  1684,  and  palling 
by  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe^  took  in  frefh  pro- 
vifions  and  water,  with  feveral  volunteers.  The 
ketch  being  feparated  by  a  ftorm,  was  taken  by 
the  Spaniards,  but  the  ottier  three  velfels  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  February  1685,  in  the  bay  of 
Spirito  Santo,  and  at  about  the  diftance  of  ten 
leagues  found  a  large  bay,  which  Mr.  de  la  Saiie 
miftook  tor  the  right  arm  of  the  Milliffippi,  and 
called  it  St.  Lewis.  Having  founded  this  bay,  he 
found  it  deep  but  narrow,  and  therefore  exprefsly 
forbid  the  captain  of  the  fly-boat's  attempting  to 
enter  it,  without  his  having  on  board  the  pilot  of 
the  frigate,  who  was  an  experienced  mariner,  and 
to  unlade  his  guns  into  the  pinnace  ;  but  the  cap- 
tain negle61:ing  thefe  orders,  ran  the  fiy-boat  upon 
the  fands,  where  Ihe  ftuck  fait. 

Mr.  de  la  Salle  was  at  this  time  on  fhore,  and 
being  in  pain  for  the  fafety  of  the  vefTel,  was 
going  on  board  in  order  to  fave  her,  when  he  was 
prevented  by  the  appearance  of  about  120  of  the 
natives  advancing  to  attack  him.  He  immediately 
put  his  men  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  but  the  noife 
alone  of  his  drums  put  the  Indians  to  flight.  Mr. 
de  la  Salle  then  following  them,  prefented  the  ca- 
lumet of  peace,  which  they  accepted,  and  went 
along  with  him  to  his  camp  ;  where  having  enter- 
tained them,  he  fent  them  back  with  fome  prefents. 
With  this  treatment  they  were  fo  well  pleafed,  that 
the  next  day  they  returned  his  civility,  by  bring- 
ing proviiions  and  concluding  an  alliance  with 
him,  which  might  have  proved  of  great  advantage, 
had  it  not  been  interrupted  by  an  accident.  For 
as  they  v/ere  unlading  the  fly- boat  in  order  to 
endeavour  to  get  her  off  the  fands,  a  pack  of 
blankets  fell  into  the  fea,  and  was  driven  on  fliore 
by  the  waves.  This  being  found  by  the  Indians, 
Mr.  de  la  Salle  fent  to  demand  it  in  a  very  civil 
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manner;  but  they  (liewing  fome  reluctance  at 
parting  with  it,  the  officer  rallily  threatened  to 
kill  them,  unlefs  they  reliored  it  immediately. 
At  this  they  were  both  frightened  and  incenfed, 
and  refolving  to  be  revenged  for  the  affront^  af"- 
fembled  in  the  night  in  order  to  attack  the  camp. 
The  centinel  being  alleep,  they  advanced  as  near  as 
they  pleafed,  and  difcharging  their  arrows,  killed 
four  officers,  and  wou.nded  two  of  the  gentlemen 
vo'uii  jers;  upon  which  the  French  runnmg  to 
their  arms  fired  upon  them  and  put  them  to  flight, 
though  none  of  them  were  wounded  ;  but  the 
next  day  they  killed  two  of  Mr.  de  la  Salle's  men, 
whom  they  found  aileep. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fly-boat  was  unloaded,  but 
was  too  far  funk  to  be  got  off.  At  length  Mr. 
Beaujeau  feeing  all  the  goods  and  merchandize 
landed,  and  the  fort  alrnoft  flniflied,  failed  for 
France,  and  Mr.  de  la  Salle  having  left  loo  men 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  de  Moranger  his  ne- 
phew, marched  with  the  remainder,  who  amount- 
ed to  fifty  perfong,  into  the  country  in  order  to 
the  difcover  the  Miiiiilippi. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  new  fort  was  built  in  a  very 
advantageous  poll,  defended  by  twelve  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  the  old  fort  deftroyed  ;  but  the  In- 
dians ftill  killing  the  French,  whenever  they  got 
them  in  their  power,  and  Mr.  de  la  Salle,  feeing 
no  method  of  concluding  an  alliance  with  them, 
refolved  to  make  war  upon  them  in  order  to  oblige 
them  to  come  to  an  accommodation.  He  there- 
fore fet  out  again  from  the  fort  on  the  13th  of  Oc- 
tober, with  60  ft  out  men,  armed  with  pieces  of 
wood  on  their  breafts  to  defend  them  from  the  ar- 
rows of  the  Indians.  He  had  not  advanced  far, 
before  he  found  them  encamped,  and  after  feveral 
fkirmifhes,  in  Vv^hich  he  killed  and  wounded  a  great 
number  of  them,  he  returned  with  many  prifon- 
Qvs.     He  then  found  that  though  he  had  ordered 
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the  captain  of  the  frigate  to  fiifFer  none  of  his  men 
to  land^  yet  pleafed  with  the  dehghtful  appearance 
of  the  country,  he  had  gone  on  fliore  with  Hx  ot^ 
his  heft  men^  in  a  canoe,  in  which  leaving  their 
armsj  they  went  into  a  meadow,  where  lalling 
alleep,  they  were  killed  by  the  Indians^  who  broke 
the  canoe  in  pieces,  and  this  accident  had  put 
the  whole  colony  into  great  con  iter  nation. 

However,  at  length,  Mr.  de  la  Salle  fet  out 
again  with  20  men,  in  order  to  difcover  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Miffillippi :  continual  rains  now  ren- 
dered the  ways  very  bad ;  but  at  length  finding 
what  he  imagined  to  be  that  river,  he  fortified  a 
poll  on  its  bank,  and  leaving  part  of  his  men, 
returned  to  the  fort,  delighted  with  his  difcovery. 
He  had  there  the  mortification  to  find  that  the 
frigate,  the  only  vefi[el  he  had  left,  and  in  which 
he  intended  to  fail  to  St.  Domingo  for  freOi  fup- 
plies,  had,  by  the  negligence  of  the  pilot,  run 
a-ground,  and  was  dallied  to  pieces,  by  which  all 
his  men  were  drowned,  except  the  Sieur  Chefdevil- 
le,  the  captain,  and  four  fadors,  and  all  the  goods, 
provifions  and  tools  loft. 

Their  afi^airs  being  thus  ruined,  they  had  no 
other  way  to  return  to  Europe  than  by  that  of 
Canada.  Mr.  de  la  Salle  therefore  refolved  to  un- 
dertake that  dangerous  journey  with  20  men,  and 
an  Indian  called  Nicana,  who  had  formerly  attend- 
ed him  into  France,  and  had  given  him  the  greateft 
proofs  of  his  alte6iion.  Mr.  Cavalier,  Mr.  de  Mo- 
ranger,  and  father  Anaftafius,  alfo  defired  to  be  of 
the  company.  They  took  with  them  powder  and 
fliot,  a  quantity  or  glafs  beads,  and  two  kettles  for 
boiling  their  meat,  and  then  fet  out  in  order  to 
find  the  Illenois  river. 

Having  marched  for  three  days  to  the  north  eafi:, 
they  entered  a  fine  champaign  country,  and  were 
met  by  feveral  men  on  horRl)ack,  with  boots,  fpurs 
and  faddles,  which  fiiewed  they  had  fome  comma- 
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nication  with  the  Spaniards.  They  then  marched 
two  days  over  vaft  meadows,  where  they  faw  fuch 
numbers  of  wild  cows,  that  the  fmallelt  herds  con- 
lilted  of  about  400.  Ten  of  thefe  cattle  they 
killed,  and  flopping  to  reft  themfelves  for  two 
days  drelled  their  meat,  that  it  might  ferve  them 
for  the  remainder  of  their  journey.  Mr.  de  la  Salle 
here  altered  his  courfe,  and  marched  dire6l]y  to 
the  eaftward.  One  day  Nicana  the  Indian  crying 
out  that  he  was  bit  by  a  rattle-fnake,  and  was  a 
dead  man,  they  immediately  gave  him  fome  Orvie- 
tan,  and  having  fcarified  the  wound,  applied  to  it 
the  fait  of  vipers,  by  which  he  was  recovered  ; 
but  this  accident  made  him  ftop  for  feveral  days. 

At  length  pailing  through  a  delighttul  country, 
they  came  to  the  fettlements  of  the  Cenis,  one  of 
the  largeft  and  moft  populous  nations  in  America. 
Thefe  extended  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  all 
that  fpace  was  interfperfed  with  hamlets.  Among 
thefe  people  they  found  feveral  things  which  they 
mull:  have  obtained  from  the  Spaniards,  as  pieces 
of  eight,  lilver  fpoons,  clothes  and  horfes,  parti- 
cularly a  bull  from  the  Pope,  exempting  the  Spa- 
niards of  New-Mexico,  from  fafting  in  fummer  ; 
hories  were  fo  common  among  them  that  they 
exchanged  one  for  an  axe,  and  from  thefe  people 
they  learned  that  the  Spaniards  relided  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fix  days  journey. 

Having  llaid  feveral  days  among  the  Cenis,  they 
continued  their  march  through  the  country  of  the 
Nallonis,  where  Mr.  de  la  Salle,  and  Mr.  Moran- 
ger  his  nephew,  being  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 
they  were  obliged  to  ftay  two  months  ;  which  dif- 
appointcd  all  their  meafures.  Though  they  had 
not  advanced  above  150  leagues  in  a  dire6f  line, 
their  powder  was  almoft  fpent,  fome  oi^  the  men 
had  deferted  to  the  Indians,  and  others  were  ready 
to  follow  them ;  which  Mr.  de  la  Salle  confidering, 
refolved  to  return   back  to  Fort  Lewis,  and  this 
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refolution  being  approved  by  the  whole  body,  they 
marched  back  to  their  camp,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  1 7th  of  October  1686,  and  were  received 
with  the  greateft  joy  by  their  companions. 

Mr.  de  la  Salle  having  ftaid  two  months  at  the 
fort,  during  which  he  caufed  new  entrenchments 
to  be  niade,  and  took  all  poffible  precautions  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  colony,  fet  out  again  with  20 
men,  his  brother,  his  two  nephews,  father  Anafta- 
lius,  and  the  Sieur  Joutel,  with  a  refolution  not 
to  return  till  he  had  found  the  lUenois  river.  He 
began  his  march  on  the  nth  of  January  1687, 
and  having  crofTed  feveral  rivers  that  were  much 
fwelled  with  rains,  came  into  a  fine  hunting  country 
where  he  and  his  company  ftaid  feveral  days  to  re- 
frefh  themfelves.  He  there  fent  out  Mr.  de  Moran- 
ger  his  nephew,  his  valet,  and  feven  or  eight  men  to 
a  place  where  Nicana,  the  faithful  Indian,  had  laid 
up  a  ftock  of  beef,  in  order  to  get  it  fmoked  and 
dryed,  that  they  might  carry  it  along  with  them 
to  prevent  their  being  obliged  to  retard  their 
journey  by  frequently  hunting  for  provifions  ;  but 
Mr.  de  Moranger,  the  valet,  and  Nicana,  never 
returned,  they  being  murdered  by  fome  of  the 
Frenchmen,  who  had  plotted  their  deftru(51:ion. 

Mr.  de  la  Salle  being  at  two  leagues  diftance 
from  the  place  where  thefe  murders  were  com- 
mitted, was  furprized  at  his  nephew's  not  return- 
ing, and  apprehending  his  being  feized  by  the 
Indians,  defi red  father  Anaftafius  to  go  with  him 
in  fearch  of  his  nephew^  taking  two  Indians  along 
with  them.  When  they  had  got  about  two  leagues, 
they  obferved  fome  of  the  French  by  the  water- 
fide,  and  going  up  to  them,  enquired  for  Mr, 
de  Moranger,  on  which  they  pointed  to  the  place 
where  he  lay;  and  two  of  the  villains  lying  hid 
in  the  grafs,  one  of  them  fliot  Mr.  de  hi  Salle 
through  the  head.     Thus  died   this  gentleman^ 
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who  was  diilinguifhed  by  his  bravery  and  condu<51, 
and  deferved  a  much  better  fate. 
.    Father   Anaftalius   having  performed  the    laft 
offices  for  this  unhappy  gentleman,  went  in  fearch 
of  Mr.  Cavalier,  Mr.  de  la  Salle's  brother,  whom 
he  found  in  a  hut,  and  was  foon  after  followed  by 
the  murderers,  who  rudely  entered,  and  having 
feized  all  they  could  find,  were  foon  after  joined  by 
the  reft  of  thofe  who  had  engaged  in  the  confpiracy. 
It  was  agreed  to  fave  the  lives  of  thefe  gentlemen 
on  account  of  their  being  ecclefiaftics,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  nation  of  the  Cenis.     The  murderer  of 
Mr.  de  la  Salle  was  chofen  their  leader,  but  foon 
after  a  conteft  ariling  between  him,  and  one  Hans, 
a  German,  the  party  divided,  and  Hans  taking  his 
opportunity,  Ihot  the  murderer  to  the  heart. 

Upon  their  arrival  among  the  Cenis,  they  found 
them  ready  to  march  againft  their  enemies ;  upon 
which  Hans  and  feveral  others  joined  them,  while 
the  reft  ftaid  in  the  country,  but  they  were  no 
fooner  gone  than  father  Anaftalius,  the  Sieur 
Joutel,  and  fome  others  having  procured  horfes 
and  two  Indians  for  their  guides,  fet  out  and  pro- 
ceeding to  thenorth-eaft,  on  the  5th  of  September, 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  lUenois,  diftant 
100  leagues  from  Fort  Crevecoeur,  to  which  they 
proceeded,  and  were  received  at  the  fort  with  the 
greateft  refpe6l  by  the  commander  ;  whence  being 
condu6led  to  Quebec,  they  failed  for  France  on  the 
20th  of  Auguft  1688. 

About  feven  years  after,  Mr.  d'Ibberville,  who 
had  already  performed  great  things,  undertook  to 
execute  what  Mr.  de  la  Salle  had  promifed,  and 
being  encouraged  by  the  court,  carried  over  a 
number  of  people  to  the  mouth  of  the  Miffiffippi, 
where  he  founded  the  firft  colony  the  French  ever 
had  on  that  river.  He  provided  the  men  with 
every  thin^  neceffary  for  their  fubfiftence,  and 
having  ereded  a  ftrong  fort  for  their  prote(5tion 
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againft  the  Indians,  returned  to  France,  in  order  to 
obtain  fupplies.  The  king  being  extremely  pleaf- 
ed  with  his  fuccefs,  promifed  him  all  the  affiftance 
he  could  defire,  and  he  was  foon  in  a  condition  to 
put  to  fea  again.  His  fecond  voyage  was  as  fortu- 
nate as  the  firft  ;  but  he  fell  fick,  and  died  as  he  was 
preparing  for  the  third,  which  might  have  proved 
of  fatal  confequence  to  the  colony,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  generofity  and  public  fpirit  of  a  private  gen- 
tleman, who  having  received  from  the  government 
authority  to  a6l,  undertook  to  fupport  it  at  his 
own  expence. 

In  the  grant  of  Louifiana  made  to  Mr.  Crouzat 
by  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  year  171 2,  it  is  faid  to  be 
hounded  by  the  river  and  lake  of  Illenois  on  the 
north  ;  by  New  Mexico  on  the  weft;  by  the  guiph 
of  Mexico  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  Carolina  on  the 
eaft  ;  though  indeed  the  weft  part  of  this  country 
belongs  to  the  Spaniards,  and  the  eaft  to  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  by  patents  the  latter  have  obtained  from 
the  crown,  are  empowered  to  extend  the  planta- 
tions of  Carolina  as  far  to  the  weftward  as  they 
think  proper. 

Mr  Crouzat's  grant  did  hot  fubfift  long;  for  there 
being  a  neceffity  of  having  fome  plaufible  pretence 
for  changing  the  face  of  public  affairs  in  France, 
the  fettlement  of  this  country  was  thought  the 
moft  convenient,  and  all  imaginable  pains  were 
taken  to  reprefent  it  as  a  paradife,  and  a  place 
from  whence  inexhauftible  treafures  might  be 
drawn,  provided  due  encouragement  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  government.  For  this  purpofe  it 
was  neceflary  to  ere6l  a  new  company,  to  make  way 
for  which  Mr.  Crouzat  was  prevailed  upon  to  relign 
his  grant.  Hence  arofe  the  noife  that  was  made 
about  the  Miffiflipi,  and  the  romantic  ftories  of  the 
fertility  of  the  banks  of  that  great  river,  and  the 
incredible  wealth  that  would  flow  from  thence. 
This  bubble  Ihook  the  credit  of  France,  and  made 
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way  for  the  bubbles  formed  for  the  fouth  fea  com- 
pany in  England. 

The  Mifliifippi,  or  river  St.  Lewis,  as  it  is 
fometimes  called,  is  faid  by  the  French  to  rife  in 
the  north-weft  part  of  Canada,  taking  its  courfe  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  but  in  45^.  turns  almoft  due  fouth, 
and  in  that  dire6tion  continues  its  courfe  till  it  falls 
into  the  gulph  of  Mexico  in  30*^.  north  latitude, 
and  95^.  of  weft  longitude.  It  is  fwelled  into  a 
very  large  deep  river  by  the  ftreams  of  four  or 
five  confiderable  rivers  that  fall  into  it,  both  from 
the  caft  and  weft  -,  and  fome  French  authors  main- 
tain, that  it  has  a  gentle  ftream  and  is  navigable 
for  large  velTels,  almoft  up  to  itsfource  ;  but  other 
Fiench  writers  as  well  as  fome  Englifh  feamen, 
affirm,  that  it  has  a  very  rapid  ftream,  that  in 
feveral  parts  it  has  catarac^is  which  obftru6l  its  navi- 
gation, and  that  there  arefuch  Ihoals  at  its  mouth, 
that  large  fhips  cannot  approach  it.  In  fliort  this 
river  is  full  of  iflands,  which  being  filled  with  trees, 
look  like  groves  riling  out  of  the  water,  and  afford 
a  very  agreeable  profpe6l.  And  on  its  banks  are 
woods,  meadows,  and  hills. 

The  foil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Mifliflippi 
is  extremely  various,  being  in  fome  places  barren, 
and  in  others  extraordinary  fruitful,  and  natural- 
ly abounds  with  the  fame  plants  and  animals  as 
Georgia,  Carolina  and  Virginia.  Much  noife  has 
been  made  about  the  lilver  mines  in  this  country, 
and  the  probability  of  finding  thofe  of  gold  ;  but 
fome  perfons  who  have  been  fent  from  France  to 
make  trial  of  the  mines,  reported  that  they  are 
far  from  being  valuable,  and  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impra(?ticable,  to  work  them.  The 
principal  produce  of  this  country  exported  to 
Europe  are  furs,  rawhides,  and  tobacco. 

The  French  divided  this  extenfive  country  into 
nine  provinces,  in  each  of  which  they  had  fome 
fmall  pofts ;  but  the  only  place  they  pofTefifed  of 
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any  confequence  was  New-Orleans,  feated  in  a  very 
fruitful  part  of  the  country,  about  120  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Miffilfippi,  where  the  inhabitants 
raife  corn  enough  for  their  own  fubfiftence,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  tobacco.  The  number  of  peo- 
ple fettled  in  this  extenfi  ve  country  is  computed  by 
ibme  French  authors  to  amount  to  12,000. 

Since  the  laft  peace,  the  French  refigned  this 
country,  to  which  they  had  given  the  name  of 
Louiliana,  to  the  Spaniards. 


THE 


Difcovenes  and  Settlements 


OF    THE 


DUTCH    IN    AMERICA. 


CHAPTER    I. 

The  manner  in  which  Surinam  was  taken  by  the  Dutch.  The 
commodities  brought  from  thence,  with  a  defcription  of  the 
country,  and  manners  of  the  Indian  inhabitants. 


JL  HE  moft  confiderableof  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ments  on  the  continent  is  that  of  Surinam,  which 
they  took  from  the  Englifh.  We  have  already 
given  an  account  of  the  expeditions  of  Sir  Walter 
Ptaleigh,  and  other  perfons  to  Guiana,  and  it  muft 
here  be  obferved,  that  after  the  reft  oration,  the 
Lord  Willoughby,  who  was  governor  of  Barba- 
does,  obtained  a  grant  of  this  country  from  King 
Charles  \\.  and  actually  made  a  coniiderable  fettle- 
ment  on  the  river  of  Surinam,  which  they  might 
have  poffelFed  much  longer  than  they  did,  had  it 
not  been  for  their  own  indifcretion.  About  that 
time  the  coaft  of  Guiana  was  pofTefled  by  three 
European  nations,  from  Cape  Orange  almoft  to  the 
river  Oroonoko.  The  Englifh  had  a  fmall  colony 
and  redoubt  on  the  river  Moronny,  but  their  chief 
fettlement  was  at  Surinam  river,  which  wasfodeep 
that  Ihips  of  300  tons  might  run  20  leagues  up. 
The  French  had  the  illand  of  Cayenne,  and  the 
rivers  of  Ovia,  Corrou,  and  Sinemary,  which  laft 
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is  about  ^^  leagues  eaft  of  Surinam  ;  and  the  Dutch 
were  fettled  about  the  river  Aproague,  while 
the  Zealanders  poilefTed  the  river  Berbiche,  and 
had  repulfed  the  Englifh,  who  had  attacked  them 
there,  witth  confiderable  lofs.  When  the  firft 
Dutch  war  broke  out,  in  which  the  French  took 
part  with  the  Republic,  both  thofe  nations  delired 
a  neutrality  in  thofe  parts,  but  the  Englilh  would 
not  confent  to  it. 

In  the  year  1666,  the  ftates  of  Zealand  being- 
provoked  at  the  Englifli  having  invaded  and  taken 
from  them  all  the  lands  they  poflefTed  in  America, 
except  about  the  river  Berbiche,  fent  Commodore 
Creiften  with  four  Ihips  of  war  and  300  men,  to 
attack  Surinam.  He  failed  from  Zealand  the  lat- 
ter end  of  January,  arrived  at  Cayenne  in  March, 
and  from  thence  fteered  for  Surinam.  He  failed 
three  leagues  up  the  river  under  Englifh  colours, 
to  the  fort  of  Paramorbo,  without  being  taken 
for  an  enemy  :  when  being  difcovered  for  want 
of  fignals,  the  fort  began  to  fire  on  his  fhips, 
which  he  anfwered  with  broadlides  from  all  the 
velfels,  and  immediately  landed  his  forces.  The 
Englilh  who  had  lived  for  a  long  time  in  profound 
fecurity,  found  themfelves  too  weak  to  make  a 
defence  on  the  land  fide,  and  the  fettlements  being 
difperfcd  along  the  river  for  thirty  leagues  up,  the 
fort  could  receive  no  fuccours  but  by  water,  where 
the  Zealanders  were  mafters.  The  Englifli  there- 
fore capitulated,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
river  Surinam  and  Kamomioque,  who  fhould  take 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  ftates  of  Zealand,  fhould 
enjoy  the  peaceable  pofFeflion  of  their  eftates.  But 
the  houfes,  &c.  belonging  to  the  lord  Willoughby, 
and  to  thofe  who  abfented  themfelves,  were  to  be 
forfeited  ;  that  all  foreigners  who  had  no  eftates 
ihould  remain  prifoners  of  war,  and  all  the  Englifli 
deliver  up  their  arms. 
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This  capitulation  being  executed.  Commodore 
CreifFen  put  the  moft  valuable  part  of  the  plunder 
on  board  a  fly  boat,  took  the  prifoners  on  board 
a  man  of  war,  then  after  caufing  the  fort  to  be 
repaired  and  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  left  it  in 
the  pofTeffion  of  the  Sieur  de  Rome,  and  then 
failed  for  the  iflands.  Afterwards  when  the  peace 
was  concluded  at  Breda,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Dutch  Ihould  keep  Surinam  ;  and  in  return,  the 
Englifh  fhould  keep  the  pofTeffion  of  New-York, 
which  was  then  called  the  New  Netherlands. 

While  this  fettlement  of  Surinam  was  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  Englifh,  they  made  but  very  little 
advantage  of  it,  however,  it  was  attended  with 
very  fmall  expence,  as  they  were  upon  very  good 
terms  with  the  natives,  with  whom  the  Dutch  were 
and  flill  are  upon  fo  bad  a  footing,  that  they  are 
obliged  to  keep  up  a  flrong  fort  fecured  by  a  good 
garrifon  ;  and  if  any  Dutchmen  venture  out  of  the 
•limits  of  their  fettlements,  the  Indians  are  fure  to 
give  them  no  quarter. 

The  commodities  raifed  by  the  Dutch  at  Su- 
rinam, are  fugar,  indigo,  ginger,  tobacco,  and 
cotton,  for  the  cultivation  of  which,  they  have 
negroes  from  their  colonies  in  Africa,  where  a 
part  of  their  goods  is  alfo  taken  off! 

Befides  this  fettlement,  they  have  Boron,  Ber- 
Tbiche,  and  Approwack,  fituated  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  each  other,  which  for  the  moft  part  raife  the 
fame  commodities  as  at  Surinam.  At  Berbiche 
however,  befides  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  cot- 
ton, they  prepare  a  rich  dye  called  orlane,  from 
an  herb  of  the  fame  name  ;  and  being  there  upon 
good  terms  with  the  Indians,  trade  with  them  for 
provifions,  hides,  and  other  kinds  of  merchandize. 

Surrinam,  the  capital  of  thefe  fettlements,  is 
fituated  in  6^.  30*.  north  latitude,  and  in  56^.  weft 
longitude  from  London.  The  country  is  in  many 
parts  thinly  peopled,    efpecially  the  low  lands. 


IN    AMERICA.  305 

which  are  often  overflowed  by  the  rivers;  but  the 
upper  hilly  countries  are  very  populous.  The 
foil  is  well  watered ;  the  air  cooler  than  towards 
the  coaft,  and  the  hills  rich  in  mines  of  feveral 
forts.  All  kinds  of  grain  grow  there  all  the  year 
round,  (except  wheat  j  coming  up  in  a  Ihort  time, 
and  with  little  or  no  diftindtion  of  feafons ;  for 
there  being  no  winter,  the  trees  are  always  green 
and  full  of  leaves,  blofToms,  and  fruit,  which  is 
very  plentiful  and  good.  Though  this  country 
lies  within  the  torrid  zone,  the  climate  is  pretty 
temperate,  and  the  air  wholefome ;  the  heats  being 
generally  allayed  by  a  frefli  eafterly  wind,  which 
reigns  in  the  day  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year ;  and  at  night  the  land  breezes  prevail,  but 
do  not  reach  above  two  or  three  leagues  out  at  fea. 
The  waters  are  alfo  excellent,  and  are  found  by 
experience  to  keep  fweet  during  the  longeft  voy- 
ages. On  the  fea  coafts,  which  are  generally  low, 
are  many  large  iflands  fit  for  feeding  of  cattle. 

Among  the  fruits  of  this  country,  are  the  bread 
fruit,  tamarinds,  papayas,  accajou  apples,  and 
many  other  tropical  fruits. 

The  papaya  is  produced  on  a  tall  flender  tree  or 
ihrub  with  large  leaves,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe 
of  the  vine  ;  the  tree  is  hollow  and  grows  fifteen 
feet  high  in  one  year.  The  fruit  is  thick  and 
round,  and  in  talle  has  fome  refemblance  to  a 
cucumber. 

The  accajou  apple  is  long,  thick,  and  of  an 
orange  red;  it  has  a  Iharp  tafte  and  is  commonly 
eaten  baked.  At  the  end  of  the  fruit  is  a  green 
nut,  much  in  fhape  of  a  little  iheep's  kidney,  the 
kernel  has  the  taile  of  a  filbert,  the  fhell  is  oily, 
and  on  the  fkin  being  touched  with  this  oil,  it  is 
ftained  black,  fo  as  not  to  rub  off  in  a  long  time. 

This  country  alfo  produces  vanillas,  tobacco, 
pete  and  rocou,  Indian  wheat,  mandioka,  cotton, 
indigo,  and  feveral   other  ufeful  plants,  among 
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which  cotton  is  moft  cultivated  by  the  Indians^ 
whofe  women  fpin  it  as  tine  as  they  pleafe  in  order 
to  adorn  themfelves. 

The  vanilla  is  a  weed  that  creeps  up  trees  in 
the  fame  manner  as  ivy,  the  leaves  are  ot  a  bright 
green,  long,  thick,  and  pointed  at  the  end  ;  when 
it  has  been  feven  years  fet  in  the  ground,  it  begins 
to  bear  a  kind  of  hulks  full  of  an  oily  matter,  and 
a  feed  fmaller  than  that  of  a  poppy,  which  is  ufed 
in  Europe  in  perfuming  chocolate,  liquors,  and 
tobacco. 

This  country  likewife  produces  feveral  kinds  of 
phyfical  gums,  woods,  and  roots,  as  alfo  various 
forts  of  woods  for  dying,  and  making  of  cabinet 
work,  and,  in  particular,  feveral  dilFerent  kinds 
of  ebony. 

Here  are  incredible  numbers  of  monkeys  of 
various  kinds,  among  which  is  one  called  by  the 
Indians  Sapajous,  a  little  yellowifli  ape  with  large 
eyes,  a  white  face,  and  black  chin.  They  are  of 
a  low  ftature,  and  very  lively  and  diverting,  but 
fo  tender,  that  it  is  w^ith  great  difficulty  they  can 
be  taken  over  alive  to  Europe.  The  woods  alfo 
abound  with  fmall  tygers,  deer,  hogs,  porcupines, 
camelions,  monftrous  ferpents,  and  many  other 
animals  and  reptiles. 

Tame  and  wild  fowl  are  alfo  very  plentiful,  and 
with  thefe  they  fupply  the  European  fettlements, 
on  the  fea  coaft.  They  confilt  of  parrots,  toucans, 
flamingos,  large  wild  ducks,  with  red  feathers  on 
their  heads,  and  feveral  other  birds  chiefly  re- 
markable for  their  feathers. 

The  fea,  near  the  coaft,  abounds  with  fifli,  the 
moft  common  is  the  cat-iifh,  which  is  yellow  and 
very  large,  mullets,  thorn  backs,  lamentines  and 
turtle. 

The  natives  are  of  a  reddifli  complexion,  of  a 
low  ftature,  and  of  a  rob u ft  ftrong  conftitution. 
They  have  long  black  and  lank  hair,  and  have  no 
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other  covering  than  a  little  cotton  wool,  which 
hangs  from  their  waift  down  to  their  legs,  except 
feveral  folds  of  cotton  cloth,  wherewith  they 
cover  their  arms  aad  faces,  and  a  fort  of  crown  of 
feathers  of  various  colours,  which  they  wear  on 
their  heads  by  way  of  ornament.  They  alfo  bore 
a  hole  between  their  noftrils,  and  hang  to  it  a 
frnall  piece  of  money,  or  a  large  green  Itone,  or 
rattier  cryftal,  brought  from  the  river  of  the  Ama- 
zon-!, and  on  this  ftone  they  fet  a  great  value. 
They  alfo  cut  off  their  beards  and  dye  their  faces 
wi*:h  rocoii. 

The  women  are  generally  fliorter  than  the  men, 
but  though  they  appear  of  a  red  complexion,  they 
arc  tolerably  handfome,  for  their  eyes  are  ufually 
blue,  and  their  features  well  formed.  They  fallen 
to  their  waifts  a  piece  of  cloth  about  fix  inches 
fquare,  of  the  fame  fort  as  that  worn  by  the  men 
on  their  arms  and  faces^  and  woven  in  llripes  of 
feveral  colours. 

Thefe  Indians  generally  live  to  above  loo  years 
of  age.     They  are  endued  with  good  fenfe,  and 
are  judicious,    ingenious,    patient   and  Ikilful  in 
fifhing  and  hunting.     They  fpend  the  greateft  part 
of  their  time  in  thefe  exercifes,  and  fpare  no  pains 
in  procuring  provifions.     They  are  more  inclined 
to  peace  than  v^ar,  but  will  engage  in  the  latter, 
either  upon  a  juft  quarrel  or  for  the  fake  of  revenge. 
Their  wars  are  feldom  concluded  till  they  have 
made  forty  or  fifty    of  their   enemies  prifoners, 
whom  they  either  kill,  or  fell  to  the  Europeans  on 
the  coaft,  for  flaves.     This  barbarity  feems  rather 
the  efFed  of  an  ancient  cuftom,  than  proceeding 
from  their  natural  difpofitions ;  for  when  the  Eu- 
ropeans reprefent  to  them,  that  by  the  laws  of 
God,  men  are  forbid  to  kill  an  enemy  whom  they 
have  taken  prifoner,    they  make   no   repiy ;  and 
fome  of  the  Afoquas  have  appeared  full  of  indigna- 
tion, on    being  told,    that  fome    of  the  Galibis 
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infinuated  to  the  Europeans,  that  they  would  be 
roafted  by  them,  if  they  fhould  travel  through  their 
country.     They  are  generally  great  eaters.    Their 
common  food  is  cakes  made  of  the  mandiaca  root, 
baked  on  the  embers,  as  alfo  Indian  wheat,  fifli, 
and  fruit.     They  do  not  drink  at  their  ordinary 
meals  till  they  have   done,  and  then    only   one 
draught;  but  when  they  aflemble   together    for 
warlike  enterprizes,   or  to  admit  one  into  their 
council,  after  they  have  expofed  him  to   feveral 
trials,  they  make  extraordinary  rejoicings,  which 
frequently  hold  three  or  four  days,  continuing  till 
they  have  drank  up  all  their  liquors ;  for  upon  thefe 
occafions  they  make  three  or  four  different  kinds 
of  drink,  fome  of  which  are  rendered  ftrong  by 
fermentation. 


CHAPTER.    II. 

An  account  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  St.  Euftatia,  Saba,  St.  Mar- 
tin, Curacao,  Eonairo,  and  Aruba,  poflefled  by  the  Dutch  in 
the  Weft-Indies. 


JLN  the  year  1628,  king  Charles  I.  granted 
Tobago,  Trinity  ifland,  Barbuda,  and  St.  Bernard, 
to  Philip,  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  fettlement  was 
made  on  thefe  iflands  in  confequence  of  this  grant ; 
and  therefore  about  the  year  1642,  the  Dutch  from 
Flufliing,  fent  a  confiderable  colony  to  the  ifland 
of  Tobago  where  they  fixed  themfelves  very  com- 
modioufly ;  and  though  they  at  firfl:  found  the 
climate  fickjy  and  unhealthy,  yet  in  proportion 
as  they  cleared  the  land,  the  air  agreed  with  them 
better,  and  they  began  to  extend  their  fettlements: 
but  while  they  were  in  this  lituation,  the  Spaniards 
from  the  ifland  of  Trinity,  in  conjun6f  ion  with  the 
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Indians  from  St.  Vincent,  fell  upon  them,  murder- 
ed them  to  a  man,  anddeftroyed  their  plantations  ; 
after  which  the  illand  was  deferted  for  feveral 
years. 

About  the  year  1664,  Mr.  Adrian  Lamplin,  a 
Dutch  Eaft-India  director,  and  his  brother  Mr. 
Cornelius  Lamplin,  burgomafter  of  Flulhing,  for- 
med the  delign  of  refettling  this  illand,  entirely  at 
their  own  expence.  Mr.  Cornelius  Lamplin,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  licence  for  that  purpofe  of  the  ftates, 
applied  to  the  crown  of  France,  in  order  to  prevent 
if  poffible,  any  danger  to  his  new  colony,  from 
the  fuje(51:s  of  that  kingdom ;  upon  which  Lewis 
XIV.  refolving  to  oblige  the  Dutch,  created  Mr, 
Lamplin  baron  of  Tobago,  with  all  the  privileges 
of  a  baron  of  France.  Upon  thefe  encouragemens 
the  two  brothers  proceeded,  and  by  their  prudent 
managenent,  in  the  fpace  of  eleven  years,  rendered 
this  wafte  and  defert  country,  the  moll  flourifliing 
for  its  lize  of  any  of  the  leeward  illands. 

This  illand,  which  lies  in  1 1*^.  15.  north  latitude, 
is  the  moft  eafterly  of  all  the  illands  called  the  An- 
tilles ;  it  is  about  12  leagues  in  length,  four  in 
breadth,  and  30  in  circumference.  From  one  of  the 
largeft  illes  ]n  the  province  of  Zealand  they  called 
it  New  Walcheren,  raifed  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs 
called  Lamplin  berg,  and  two  other  good  forts 
named  Beveren  and  Belleville ;  and,  what  is  very 
furprizmg,  fettled  at  their  own  expence,  during 
their  adminiftration,  1200  white  people  in  that 
illand  ;  who  fucceeded  in  railing  all  the  commodi- 
ties brought  from  the  Weft- Indies,  as  tobacco, 
fugar,  ginger,  cotton,  indigo,  cacao,  caffia,  fuftic, 
rocou,  ananas,  citrons,  oranges,  &c.  and  had 
befides  fome  very  valuable  commodities,  not  to 
be  found  in  the  other  illands,  as  a  great  quantity 
of  gum  Copal,  wild  mace  and  nutmegs,  and  an 
excellent  kind  of  falFafras:  befides  which  they  raifed 
all  forts  of  grain  and  provifions,  fufficient  not  only 
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for  their  own  ufe,  but  to  export  fome  to  the  other 
iflands. 

However  in  1674,  marfhal  d'Eftrees,  by  the  ex- 
prefs  orders  of  Lewis  XIV.  failed  with  a  large  fleet 
to  deftroy  this  very  fettlement,  notwithftanding 
its  being  made  under  his  prote6lion,  and  by  his 
encouragement.  The  Dutch  defended  themfelves 
obftinateJy;  but  after  two  hard  fought  battles  they 
were  defeated,  being  overpowered  by  numbers; 
and,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  the  induftrious  planters, 
and  the  eternal  infamy  of  that  perfidious  prince, 
the  colony  was  totally  deftroyed. 

The  idand  was  however  rellored  to  the  Dutch 
by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen  ;  but  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1677,  it  was  taken  by  the  count  d'Et- 
rees,  vice-admiral  of  France  ;  after  which  Tobago 
was  one  of  the  four  iflands,  which,  at  the  peace  of 
Aix-la  Chapelie,  were  declared  neutral  ;  notwith- 
ftanding which,  the  marquis  de  Caylis,  governor 
of  the  French  iflands,  foon  after  began  to  fortify 
and  fettle  it;  but  the  court  of  Great-Britain  warm- 
ly remonfl:rating  againft  this  violation  of  the  peace, 
the  French  court  difivowed  his  proceedings,  order- 
ed him  home,  and  the  fettlement  to  be  difcontinu- 
ed.  In  this  ftaie  it  remained  till  the  definitive 
treaty  of  Fountainbleauin  1703,  by  which  Toba- 
go was  ceded  to  Great-Britain. 

In  1635,  the  Dutch  took  poffellion  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Euflatia,  and  tlie  fl:ates  granted  the  property 
of  it  to  Mr.  Vanre,  and  fome  other  merchants  of 
Flufliing,  who  fbon  fettled  a  colony  upon  it,  con- 
lifl:ing  of  about  600  families.  But  in  the  year  1665 
the  Dutch  were  difpolTeflTed  by  the  Englifli,  and 
colonel  Mo ;gan  was  fent  with  300  buccaneers  to 
keep  polfeffion  of  the  place  ;  however  this  gentle- 
men foon  after  making  an  attempt  upon  the  French 
part  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher's  was  killed ; 
and  the  next  year  the  Dutch  and  French  engaging 
in  a  war  againft  Great-Britain,  attacked  and  made 
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themfelves  mafters  of  thisiilaiid,  which  was  after- 
wards reftored  to  the  Dutch  by  the  treaty  of  Breda. 
The  French,  however,  took  it  from  them  in  1689, 
but  it  was  reftored  to  them  again  by  the  treaty  of 
Ryfwick;  lince  which  time  they  have  remained  in 
the  peaceable  and  quiet  polieffion  of  it. 

St.  Euftatia,  is  fituated  to  the  north-weft  of  St. 
Chriftopher's  in  17^.  40.  north  latitude.  This 
ifland  which  is  only  five  leagues  in  compafs,  ap- 
pears to  the  fouthward  like  a  high  mountain  riling 
out  of  the  fea,  but  ftretches  out  to  the  northward 
into  a  pretty  good  country.  The  number  of 
plantations  upon  it,  and  the  comfortable  fituation 
of  its  inhabitants  do  great  honour  to  the  induftry 
of  the  Dutch.  All  the  fides  of  the  mountains  are 
laid  out  into  fmall  well  cultivated  fettlements  ; 
the  houfes  are  well  built  and  well  furnifhed,  moft 
of  the  inhabitants  are  in  good  circumftances,  and 
have  warehoufes  filled  with  European  commodities, 
with  which  theyfurnifh  their  neighbours  at  a  high 
price,  whenever  they  happen  to  be  difappointed 
of  fupplles  from  England  and  France.  They  alfo 
raife  belides  fome  other  commodities,  great  quanti- 
ties of  excellent  tobacco,  which  comes  to  a  good 
market  in  Holland  ;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  drop 
ofwaterinthe  ifland  but  what  they  are  fupplied 
with  from  the  clouds,  which  they  preferve  fo  care- 
fully in  cifterns,  that  they  are  very  feldom  diftrelfed. 
The  top  of  the  mountain  i?>  covered  with  a  vaft 
wood,  in  the  middle  of  which,  inftead  of  the  point 
that  might  be  expe<5ted,  as  it  rifes  in  the  form  of 
a  fugar  loaf,  there  is  a  wide  and  deep  cavern,  which 
was  probably  once  a  volcano. 

To  the  north-weft  of  this  ifland,  lies  that  of 
Saba,  in  17*^.  ^^,  north  latitude.  It  at  firft  light 
appears  to  be  a  rock,  but  the  Dutch  governors  of 
St.  Euftatia  have  fettled  a  fmall  colony  there,  in  a 
valley  where  they  raife  tobacco  and  other  things. 
Both  of  thefe  iflands  have  the  misfortune  of  not 
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having  a  fingle  port ;  St.  Euftatia  however  has  a 
good  road  where  all  the  (hips  ride,  and  the  Dutch 
have  ere6ted  a  pretty  llrong  fort  to  command  it. 

We  now  come  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  litu- 
a ted  in  i8^.  15.  north  lat.  a  little  inconfiderable 
ifland,  about  feven  leagues  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth,  and  yet  inhabited  by  two  powerful  na- 
tions ;  though  its  fmallnefs  is  not  its  only  difad- 
vantage,  for  the  climate  is  far  from  being  whole- 
fome,  and  the  foil  cannot  be  very  fertile,  as  there 
are  no  rivers,  and  very  few  fprings,  "and  even 
thefe  are  dried  up  in  the  hot  feafons,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  their 
cifterns  of  rain  water  ;  yet  as  infignificant  as  this 
place  may  appear,  it  has  been  contended  for,  by 
the  Spaniards,  French,  and  Dutch.  The  French 
were  the  firft  European  nation  who  attempted  to 
fettle  this  ifland ;  but  allowing  the  Dutch  to  trade 
with  them,  they  feized  a  favourable  opportunity, 
furpri ling  the  French,  drove  them  out,  and  then 
built  a  fort  for  their  own  fecurity  ;  but  the  Spani- 
ards not  liking  their  neighbourhood,  drove  out  the 
Dutch  in  their  turn  and  ere6ted  a  fl:rong  fortrefs, 
to  prevent  any  other  nation  fettling  upon  it :  how- 
ever at  length  perceiving  that  the  Englifli,  French, 
and  Dutch  had  feized  the  more  valuable  iflands, 
they  thought  it  ridiculous  to  be  any  longer  at  the 
ex  pence  of  keeping  this,  and  therefore  refolved  to 
quit  it.  This  refolution  was  taken  in  the  year 
1648,  and  was  foon  after  executed  ;  for  having 
deftroyed  their  cifl:erns,  burned  their  houfes,  and 
blown  up  their  fort,  they  retired  to  Porto  Rico. 

In  this  Spanifli  garrifon  v^ere  four  Frenchmen, 
five  Dutchmen,  and  a  mullato,  who  being  unwill- 
ing to  go,  hid  themfelvesin  a  wood  till  the  Spani- 
ards were  embarked,  and  then  boldly  fallied  out  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  whole  ifland.  They  how- 
ever foon  divided,  and  made  choice  of  different 
places  to  fettle  in,  and  even  by  a  formal  treaty. 
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thefe  ten  peiTons  agreed  to  divide  the  country, 
between  the  French  and  Dutch  nations.  The 
Dutch  making  a  little  canoe,  fent  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  St.  Euilatia,  to  inform  the  governor  of  their 
iituation,  and  promifed  the  French  to  fend  the 
like  notice  to  the  governor  of  St.  Chriftopher's : 
the  forrher  being  their  own  affair  was  exactly  per- 
formed, but  the  latter  concerning  only  their  neigh- 
bourS;,  w^as  entirely  negle61:ed. 

The  governor  of  St.  Euilatia  being  willing  to 
feize  this  new  acquilition,  fent  one  Martin  Thomas 
with  a  confiderable  number  of  planters  to  take 
poITeffion  ofthatpartof  the  ifland,  which  belonged 
to  the  Dutch.  After  this  they  began  to  treat  the 
French  but  very  indilFerently,  who  receiving  no 
news  from  their  countrymen  began  to  fufped  the 
caufe^  and  therefore  with  fome  difficulty  f^nt  a 
perfon  to  St.  Chriftopher's  to  inform  M.  de  Foincy 
of  the  agreement  they  had  made^  and  the  hard- 
ihips  under  which  they  laboured  ;  whereupon  he 
difpatched  an  officer  with  thirty  men,  to  take 
pofleffion  for  the  crown  of  France ;  but  the  Dutch 
would  not  fuifer  them  to  land,  declaring  that  they 
conlidered  themfelves  as  the  legal  poileirorsof  that 
ifiand. 

The  French  officer  no  fooner  returned  to  St. 
Chriftopher's,  than  M.  de  Poincy  fent  his  nephew 
to  put  an  end  to  the  diipute  ;  and  this  commiilion 
be  performed  fo  effedlually,  that  the  Dutch  go- 
vernor was  glad  to  fettle  the  divilion  of  the  ifland, 
according  tu  the  firll  agreenient ;  by  which  all  that 
part  of  it  towards  AnguiUa,  was  to  belong  to  the 
French,  while  the  other  fide,  in  which  the  Spaoiih 
fort  before  ftood,  remained  in  the  polFeffion  of 
the  Dutch  ;  the  former  was  indeed  in  every  refpedi,. 
the  better  half,-only  the  Dutch  had  on  their  fide 
the  advantage  of  fome  fait  pits.  This  contrail: 
was  fettled  on  the  top  of  the  highefi  hill  in  the  iilaiid, 

VOL.  lu  '  R  r 


314  DISCOVERIES  OF  THE  DUTCH 

vthich   was  from    thence   called  la  Montagne  des 
Accordes,  the  mountain  of  agreement. 

From  this  time  the  two  nations  lived  together 
in  ftri6t  friendlhip  ;  the  French  fettlement  how- 
ever is  of  very  little  confeqiience,  though  that  of 
the  Dutch  is  in  a  flourifliing  condition,  for  they 
have  large  vvarehoufes  and  carry  on  a  conliderable 
trade,  particularly  in  tobacco.  This  iiland  would 
be  ftiU  more  conliderable  if  the  Dutch  had  a  toler- 
able port,  but  they  have  only  a  road  where  fhips 
are  much  expofed,  and  it  befides  lies  too  much  to 
the  leeward.  In  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  there  is 
great  plenty  of  a  kind  of  tree,  which  both  the 
Dutch  and  French  call  candle-wood,  forthefmall 
fticks  ferve  for  candles,  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
light  the  room,  yield  a  very  agreeable  fcent.  We 
are  now  to  proceed  to  their  other  illands  which  lie 
nearer  the  Spanifli  coaft,  and  from  which  they  re- 
ceive greater  advantages. 

Curacao,  or  as  it  is  pronounced  and  fometimes 
written  by  the  Dutch,  CurraiFaw,  is  an  idand  about 
nine  or  ten  leagues  long,  and  five  broad,  fituated 
in  12''.  40'.  north  latitude  ;  but  though  the  foil  is 
far  from  being  fruitful,  and  the  climate  ftill  farther 
from  being  either  agreeable  or  healthy^  yet  fuch 
has  been  the  care  and  induftry  of  the  Dutch,  that 
they  receive  great  advantages  from  this  fmall  and 
to  appearance,  inconfidcrable  country,  in  which 
there  was  formerly  a  great  quantity  of  cattle  ; 
but  they  have  turned  their  extenfive  paftures  into 
fugar  and  tobacco  plantations,  fo  that  the  provi- 
lions  of  all  forts  that  are  raifed  in  this  ifiand,  it  is 
thought  would  fcarce  maintain  its  inhabitants  for 
one  day  ;  yet  thefe  inhabitants  are  fo  far  from 
being  expofed  to  want,  that  there  is  not  a  more 
plentiful  or  better  provided  place  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  every  thing  however,  fetches  a  high  price, 
but  this  is  fo  far  from  being  a  difadvantage,  that 
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it  is  the  principal  fource  of  the  great  wealth  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  harbour  of  Santa  Barbara  is  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  eaft  end  of  the  iiland,  but  the  chief 
harbour  is  about  three  leagues  from  the  fouth -eaft 
end  of  the  fouth  fide,  where  the  Dutch  have  a  very 
good  town  and  a  ftrong  fort ;  there  is  no  anchoring 
at  its  entrance,  but  being  got  in  it  is  a  place  of 
great  fccurity.  The  Dutch  town  is  for  its  lize  one 
of  the  hneft  in  America,  and  it  has  every  thing 
requifite  to  render  it  commodious  and  agreeable, 
as  far  as  the  climate  and  foil  will  permit.  The 
public  buildings  are  very  neat;  the  port  is  rendered 
fafe  as  poffible,  and  though  the  entry  is  dangerous, 
yet  the  precautions  taken  by  the  government  for 
the  fervice  of  ftrangers,  not  only  free  them  from 
all  difficulties,  but  render  them  alfo  in  a  great 
P  meafure  infenlible  of  any  hazard  ;  by  which  means 
it  is  become  one  of  the  moft  frequented  ports  in 
the  Weft-Indies.  All  kinds  of  labour  is  here  per- 
formed by  engines,  with  fuch  dexterity  that  Ihips 
are  lifted  at  once  into  the  dock,  where  they  are 
carefully  and  efFe6i;ualIy  careened;  and  all  nations 
are  with  equal  readineis  furnilhed  with  provifions, 
naval  ftores,  ammunition,  and  even  artillery. 

Bonaira  and  Aruba  are  alfo  two  iilands  in  the 
poifeffion  of  the  Dutch,  dependent  upon  the 
ifland  of  Curaco^.  The  former  lies  ten  leagues  to 
the  eaftward  of  that  iiland,  and  is  about  feventeen 
leagues  in  compafs.  The  Dutch  have  a  deputy 
governor,  a  guard  of  foldiers,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  Indians,  with  a  fort  for  the  protection 
and  fecurity  of  the  place. 

The  Indians  are  hulbandmen,  and  plant  yams, 
potatoes,  maize,  and  Guinea  corn,  but  they  are 
chiefly  employed  about  cattle,  particularly  in 
feuding  great  quantities  of  goats  flelh  to  Curacoa. 
There  are  alfo  fome  horfes,  bulls,  and  cov\s, 
though  they  are  not  fo  numerous  as  tiie  goats ; 
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but  in  all  the  ifland  there  are  no  fheep  or  hogs,  or 
any  other  animals  except  thofe  already  mentioned. 
The  foiith  lide  is  a  plain  low  lanclj  and  there  are 
feveral  forts  of  trees,  but  none  very  large.  There  is 
a  fmall  fpring  of  water  by  the  houies,  which  ferves 
the  inhabitants,  notwithilanding  its  being  brackiihi 
however,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  is  a  good 
fpring  of  frelh  water,  and  three  or  four  Indian 
families  live  there  ;  thefe  fprings  afford  all  the  frefh 
water  found  in  the  place  ;  near  the  eaft  end  is  a 
good  fait  pond,  where  Dutch  floops  go  for  fait, 
which  is  now  become  a  very  confiderable  commo- 
dity there. 

The  ifland  of  Aruba  lies  feven  leagues  weft  of 
Curacoa;  but  though  it  is  not  very  confiderable, 
the  inhabitants  breed  fome  cattle  and  a  great  many 
horfes,  this  renders  it  of  fervice  to  the  chief  colony, 
which  it  alfo  furnifnes  with  a  great  quantity  of  gar- 
den ftuflf,  without  which  the  people  at  Curacoa 
could  not  fubfift  ;  for,  among  their  other  methods 
of  getting  money,  one  is,  allowing  ft  rangers  to 
ere(5f  hofpitals  on  Ihore,  for  their  lick,  wherein 
they  confunie  a  great  many  greens  and  roots,  for 
which  they  pay  a  very  high  price,  as  they  do  for 
all  other  conveniences. 

But  to  return  to  Curacoa  ;  as  this  ifland  is  not 
above  feven  leagues  from  the  Spanifli  coaft,  it  is 
commodioufly  fttuated  for  carrying  on  aclandeftine 
trade.  This  was  firft  begun  by  the  fale  of  Negroes, 
brought  thither  by  the  Dutch  from  their  numerous 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  who  were 
brought  openly  by  the  Spaniards,  and  tranfported 
l^oo  at  a  time,  in  their  own  vellels.  But  lince  the 
J^ngliih  at  Jamaica  have  interfered  in  this  trade, 
it  has  funk  confiderably.  However  the  dealers  at 
Curacoa,  and  their  correfpondents  in  Holland 
\vere  too  converfentin  bufinefs  to  let  the  declenfion 
pf  the  flave  trade  rob  them  of  the  beneiit  of  this 
Ifland,  they  therefor©  built  vaft  magazines,  which 
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thpy  ftored  with  European  goods ;  and  this  not 
only  preferved  the  remainder  of  their  Have  trade, 
which  was  winked  at  by  the  Spanifh  governors, 
but  the  Spaniards  under  the  pretence  of  buying 
Haves,  run  all  hazards  to  purchafe  the  Europeaa 
commodities  they  wanted,  by  which  means  vaft 
fums  ar^  annually  traded  for  in  this  way. 

It  has  been  computed  that  in  time  of  peace, 
the  trade  of  this  iiland  did  not  produce  lefs  to  the 
Dutch  than  five  millions  of  florins  per  annum, 
which  is  about  half  a  million  fterling. 


Danijh  Settlement  in  America. 


A  lliort  defcription  of  the  iilands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix, 
in  the  pofTefiion  of  the  Danes. 


JL  HE  only  remaining  iilands  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  that  we  Ihall  now  mention^  are  thofe 
of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix^  which  belong  to  the 
Danes;  the  former  is  lituated  in  i8^.  north  latitude, 
and  is  one  of  that  clufter  ot  iflands  called  the  Vir- 
gins. Though  it  is  not  above  feven  leagues  in 
circumference,  it  is  in  a  commodious  fituation, 
and  has  an  excellent  port  of  an  oval  form,  in  a 
manner  furrounded  by  two  promontories  which  de- 
fend the  Ihips  that  lie  within  from  almoft  all  winds. 
In  the  bottom  of  this  port  is  a  fmall  fortrefs  which 
Hands  in  a  plain,  and  is  a  regular  fquare  with  four 
fmall  baftions,  but  it  has  neither  outworks  nor  a 
ditch,  it  being  only  furrounded  with  a  pallifade. 
On  the  right  and  left  of  the  fort  are  two  fmall 
eminences  which  in  other  countries  would  be  called 
bluffs  ;  but  though  they  feem  defigned  for  batteries 
that  would  command  the  whole  harbour,  no  fuch 
ufe  is  made  of  them.  The  king  of  Denmark  has 
here  a  governor  and  a  garrifon  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  there  is  a  large  factory  on  the  ifland  belong- 
ing to  the  Branden burghers,  the  fubje6fs  of  the 
king  of  PruHia. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Spanifh  ifland  of 
Porto  Rico  is  only  at  feventeen  leagues  diftance, 
and  fecures  the  inhabitants  from  the  danger  of 
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wanting  provifions,  to  which  they  would  other- 
wife  be  expofed  ;  for  though  the  foil  is  tolerably- 
good  and  every  foot  of  it  cultivatedi  yet  it  would 
not  produce  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  very  numerous. 

The  town  of  St.  Thomas  coniifts  of  one  long 
llreet,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  Danifh  magazine> 
a  large  magnificent  and  convenient  building.  The 
Branden  burgh  fadory  is  alfo  very  confiderable> 
and  the  perfons  belonging  to  it  are  chiefly  French 
refugees,  who  fled  thither  when  the  proteftants 
were  expelled  from  the  French  iflands.  The  chief 
produce  of  their  plantations  is  fugar,  which  is  very 
fine  grained,  but  made  in  fmall  quantities;  yet 
the  Danifli  governor,  who  is  ufually  a  man  of  fome 
rank,  lives  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  chara6ler, 
and  generally  acquires  a  good  fortune  in  that  fta- 
tion.  The  director  of  the  Danifh  trade  alfo  becomes 
rich  in  a  few  years,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general 
are  in  very  eafy  circumftances. 

To  this  ifland  the  Spaniards  are  continually 
fending  large  vefTels  to  purchafe  flaves.  This  is 
the  chief  fupport  of  the  Danifh  and  Brandenburgh 
commerce,  as  thefe  flaves  are  drawn  from  their 
fettlements  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa,  which^  if 
they  had  not  this  trade,  would  have  long  ago 
become  ufelefs,  and  confequently  defer  ted.  The 
Spaniards  alfo  buy  here,  as  well  as  at  Curacoa,  all 
forts  of  European  goods,  of  which  there  is  always 
a  vafl  flock  in  the  magazine,  belonging  chiefly  to 
the  Dutch.  There  is  likewife  a  great  refort  of 
Engliih,  Dutch,  and  French  veffeis  to  this  port, 
where  they  can  always  depend  upon  the  file  of 
fuperfluous,  and  the  purchafe  of  necefTary  commo- 
dities. But  though  a  prodigious  deal  of  bufinefs 
is  tranfa(51ed  in  time  of  peace,  in  time  of  war  it  is 
vaftly  increafed,  for  being  a  neutral  port,  the  pri- 
vateers of  all  nations  refort  thither  to  Ml  their 
prizes. 
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St.  Croix  is  lea  ted  about  five  leagues  eaft  of  St. 
Thomas's,  and  about  thirty  weft  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's,  in  i8*^.  north  latitude  and  in  65^.  weft 
longitude.  It  is  about  ten  or  twelve  leagues  in 
length,  but  not  above  three  broad.  The  air  is 
very  unhealthy  but  the  foil  is  eafily  cultivated  ; 
very  fertile  and  produces  fugar  canes,  citrons, 
oranges,  lemons,  pomegranates,  and  other  fruits, 
and  has  feveral  fine  trees  whofe  wood  is  very  beau- 
tiful, and  proper  for  inlaying. 

This  illand  has  had  feveral  matters ;  but  the 
French  abandoning  it  in  169^,  it  was  purchafed 
by  his  late  Danilh  Majefty.  It  was  then  a  perfe6t 
defert,  but  was  fettled  with  great  expedition,  many 
perfons  from  the  Englifh  iflands,  and  among  them 
fome  of  great  wealth,  having  removed  thither. 
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An  Account  of  what  happened  after  his  failing  from 
Plymouth  until  his  Return  to  England, 


Admiral  drake,  who  had  before 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  feveral  voyages  by  his 
integrity,  bravery  and  condu6l,  failed  out  of  Ply- 
mouth Sound  on  the  15th  of  November,  1573, 
with  the  refolution  to  chaftife  the  Spaniards,  for 
the  ill  treatment  both  he  and  the  Englifh  nation 
had  received  from  that  people.  He  had  five  Ihips 
under  his  command ;  the  Pelican,  which  he  after* 
wards  called  the  Hind  ;  burthen  about  100  tons ; 
the  Elizabeth  of  80  tons,  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Winter ;  the  Marygold,  a  bark  of  30  tons 
burthen,  commanded  by  John  Thomas;  the  Swan, 
a  fly-boat  of  50  tons,  under  the  command  of  John 
Chefter ;  and  a  pinnace  of  15  tons,  Thomas  Moon 
commander.  Thefe  ihips  were  manned  with  1^4 
able  men  ;  furniihed  with  a  large  ftock  of  provi- 
iions,  and  had  four  pinnaces  on  board  flowed  in 
pieces,  to  be  fet  up  as  occafion  required.  But  this 
fleet  meeting  with  a  violent  ftorm,^  in  which  feve- 
ral of  the  ihips  were  much  damaged,  and  the  Pe- 
lican in  particular,  lofing  her  main  mall,  they  were 
VOL  n.  S  f 
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obliged  to  put  back  to  Plymouth  ;  where  having 
refitted,  they  fet  fail  on  the  13th  of  December, 
with  a  favourable  wind,  on  the  25th  palled  Cape 
Cantin  in  Morocco,  and  on  the  27th  arrived  at 
the  illand  of  Mogador,  eighteen  leagues  more  to 
the  fouthward,  which  had  been  appointed  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous  in  cafe  of  a  feparation. 

Magador  is  lituated  about  a  mile  from  the  main 
land,  between  which  and  that  illand,  they  found 
a  very  fafe  and  convenient  harbour.  Here  Mr. 
Drake  ordered  one  of  the  pinnaces  to  be  put  to- 
gether, and  while  they  were  thus  embloyed,  fome 
of  the  inhabitants  approached  the  Ihore,  making 
lignsof  peace,  and  two  of  them  ventured  on  board 
in  the  admiral's  boat,  which  was  fent  to  fetch 
them ;  one  of  the  Englifh  being  left  by  way  of 
hoftage  till  their  return.  Thefe  told  them  by 
ligns,  that  the  reafon  of  their  coming  was  to  make 
an  offer  of  their  friend fhip,  and  that  the  next  day 
they  would  furnifh  his  fhips  with  provifions; 
whereupon  Mr.  Drake  returned  their  civility  by 
giving  them  fome  linen  cloth,  fhoes,  and  a  javelin  ; 
upon  which  thofe  on  Ihore,  on  receiving  their  com- 
panions, freely  releafed  the  hoftage. 

The  next  day  a  confiderable  body  of  the  natives 
appeared  near  the  fea  fide  :  when  it  being  imagin- 
ed that  they  came  laden  with  provifions,  the  boat 
was  fent  to  receive  them  ;  but  one  of  the  men, 
entertaining  no  diftruft,  and  haftily  leaping  out, 
as  imagining  himfelf  among  friends,  was  immedi- 
ately feized,  and  others  of  the  natives  quitting  an 
ambufcade,  the  failors  who  were  going  to  attempt 
to  refcue  their  companion,  were  glad  to  recover 
their  boat,  and  put  off  with  great  precipitation. 
The  admiral  being  extremely  exafperated  at  this 
piece  of  treachery,  landed  a  body  of  men,  and 
marched  a  confiderable  way  into  the  country  to 
no  purpofe,  for  the  Moors  every  where  avoided 
him ;  he  therefore  returned  to  his  fliip,  and  the 
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pinnace  being  finifhed  in  four  days^  they  fet  fail 
from  the  coaft  of  Morocco  on  the  joth  of  De- 
cember. 

The  perfon  who  had  been  thus  made  prifoner 
was  named  John  Fry.  He  was  carried  up  into  the 
country,  and  examined  with  refpe6l  to  his  nation^ 
and  the  deftination  of  the  fleet,  and  having  de- 
clared that  they  were  Englifh  (hips  bound  to  the 
Streights  under  the  command  of  admiral  Drake  ; 
who  to  conceal  his  real  defign,  had  artfully  caufed 
this  report  to  be  fpread,  he  was  fent  back  with 
ailurances  of  friendfhip,  and  fome  prefents  for  the 
admiral;  but  he  being  gone  before  Fry's  return, 
he  was  afterwards  fent  back  to  England  in  a  mer- 
chant lliip. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  the  admiral  arrived 
at  Cape  Blanco,  where  he  found  a  fhip  at  anchor, 
with  only  two  men  left  to  guard  her.  Of  this 
fhip  he  made  a  prize,  and  ordering  her  to  be  taken 
into  the  harbour,  ftaid  there  four  days,  both  to 
lay  in  a  ftock  of  frefh  provilions,  of  which  he  found 
great  plenty,  and  to  exercife  the  men,  on  fhore, 
in  order  to  fit  them  as  well  for  the  land,  as  the  fea 
fervice.  The>  inhabitants  would  have  fold  liini 
fome  flaves,  and  offered  him  a  woman  with  a  fuck- 
ing child  at  her  breaft,  but  Mr.  Drake  did  not 
chufe  to  engage  in  this  traffic.  He  howTver  fup- 
plied  them  with  frefh  water,  of  which  they  were 
then  in  great  want,  and  in  return  they  gave  him 
ambergrife  and  fome  precious  gums. 

The  admiral  left  this  harbour  on  the  2 2d  of 
January,  taking  with  him  a  Portuguefe  caravalj 
bound  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  Illands,  for  Talt,  and 
leaving  behind  him  a  fmall  bark  of  his  own.  The 
mailer  of  the  Portugefe  vellel  informed  the  admiral 
that  in  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Illands,  called 
Mayo,  there  was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  dried 
goats,  which  were  annually  prepared  for  fuch  of 
the  king's  Ihips  as  called  there.     At  this  illands 


324  DRAKE'S  VOYAGE 

on  which  were  fome  Portuguefe,  they  arrived  on 
the  27th,  but  found  the  villages  on  the  coaft  aban- 
doned, and  the  wells  of  frefli  water  flopped  up. 
A  body  of  men  commanded  by  capt.  Winter,  were 
ordered  to  march  into  the  country  to  take  a  view 
of  it,  which  they  did,  and  found  the  foil  extremely 
fertile,  and  producing  great  plenty  of  fruit,  par- 
ticularly fine  cocoas,  figs,  and  grapes  of  a  moll 
delicious  flavour;  and  notwithftanding  its  being 
in  the  midfl  of  winter  the  air  was  temperate  and 
pleafant.  They  faw  many  goats  and  kids,  but 
they  were  too  fwift  to  be  eaiily  caught,  though 
they  might  have  brought  off  many  that  were  old, 
dead,  and  dried,  that  were  laid  in  their  way  ; 
from  which  they  juftly  inferred,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants had  been  forbid  to  trade  with  them  ;  and  this 
was  indeed  the  cafe.  They  alfo  faw  large  quanti- 
ties of  wild  hens,  and  fait  made  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  and  at  length  difcovered  plenty  of  water,  but 
at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  fhips  for  them  to 
think  of  bringing  any  on  board. 

On  the  31ft  of  January  they  pafTed  by  the  illand 
of  St.  Jago,  the  vallies  of  which  were  inhabited 
by  the  Portuguefe,  while  the  mountains  were 
pofTelled  by  the  Moors.  Near  this  illand  they  faw 
two  Portuguefe  fhips  under  fail,  and  as  Portugal 
was  then  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  he  took 
one  of  them,  which  proved  to  be  a  good  prize, 
laden  with  wine.  Mr.  Drake  detained  the  pilot, 
but  fet  at  liberty  the  mafter  and  all  the  crew, 
giving  them  one  of  his  own  pinnaces,  and  reftor- 
ing  them  their  clothes,  fome  provilions  and  a  butt 
of  wine.  On  their  leaving  the  illand,  feveral  pieces 
of  cannon  were  fired  at  them,  but  without  doing 
them  any  harm. 

The  fame  night  they  came  to  the  illand  Del 
Fuego  or  the  burning  illand,  fo  called  from  the 
volcano  on  its  north  fide.  On  the  fouth  fide  of 
Pel  Fuego  they  faw  a  very  delightful  illand,  nam- 
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ed  Brava,  which  produced  oranges,  lemons,  cocoas, 
and  innumerable  vegetables,  while  the  cooling 
ftreams  with  which  it  is  watered,  in  their  progrefs 
to  the  fea,  contribute  to  its  fertility,  and  improve 
the  landfkip ;  but  the  fea  around  it  being  unfa- 
thomable, and  confequently  there  being  no  poffibi- 
lity  of  anchoring,  it  is  avoided  by  Ihips,  and  to 
this  may  be  attributed  its  want  of  inhabitants, 
for  fome  of  the  admiral's  people  travelling  up  into 
the  country,  met  with  no  fign  of  a  human  being, 
except  a  poor  hermit,  who  fled  from  them,  and 
in  whofecell  they  found  fcarcely  any  thing  befides 
a  crucifix,  fome  images  of  rude  workmanfhip,  and 
and  ill-contrived  altar. 

Having  taken  in  a  frefh  fupply  of  water  at  Brava, 
they  quitted  the  Cape  de  Verd  lilands,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  line ;  in  their  approach  to 
which  they  met  with  very  changeable  weather, 
being  fometimes  becalmed  for  a  confiderable  time 
together,  and  at  others  tolTed  about  by  tempefts. 
They  faw  all  the  way  great  numbers  of  dolphins, 
bonetos,  and  flying  fifhes,  fome  of  which  dropped 
into  their  fliips;  for  thefe  being  purfued  by  (harks 
and  other  filhes  of  prey,  ufe  their  fins  as  wings, 
fpringing  up  to  a  great  height  out  of  the  water, 
and  dropping  down  when  their  fins  iofe  their 
moifture. 

On  the  17th  of  February  they  pafTed  the  line, 
and  on  the  5th  of  April  faw  land  for  the  firil  time, 
after  a  run  of  fifty- four  days.  This  proved  to  be 
the  coaft  of  Braiil,  and  they  no  fooner  came  within 
light  of  the  fliore  than  large  fires  were  lighted  up 
in  feveral  parts,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
iifual  facrifices  made  by  the  inhabitants  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  fliips  to  implore  the  affiflance  of  their 
gods,  to  prevent  their  landing,  or  to  put  the 
people  on  their  guard  for  fear  of  a  foreign  invafion 
from  fome  unknown  enemy. 
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Two  days  aftei^  they  parted  from  the  Chrifto- 
pher,  in  a  Itormof  rain,  thunder,  and  lightening, 
but  on  the  i  ith  they  came  up  with  her  at  a  cape, 
to  \^hich  the  admiral  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Joy. 
They  here  found  a  fmall  harbour,  where  the  fhips 
rode  in  great  fafety,  the  force  of  the  fea  being 
broken  by  a  large  rock,  on  which  they  killed  feveral 
feals ;  thefe  they  kept  for  food,  and  found  them 
wholefome,  though  they  did  not  think  them  very- 
palatable.  They  here  alfo  took  in  frefli  water  ; 
but  though  the  air  was  mild  and  the  foil  of  the 
country  rich  and  fertile,  they  could  difcern  no 
otner  inhabitants  than  herds  of  wild  deer  ;  fomeof 
the  failors  however  difcovered  the  print  of  human 
feet  in  the  fand. 

They  nov^  fleered  to  the  great  river  of  Plate, 
which  they  entered,  but  finding  no  good  harbour, 
they  put  to  fea  again,  and  on  the  night  of  the  27th 
came  to  a  bay,  when  Mr.  Drake  took  his  boat  to 
go  on  fhore  and  examine  the  coaft  ;  but  was  over- 
taken by  fo  thick  a  fog,  that  he  thought  proper 
to  return  to  his  (hip,  which  he  could  not  have 
found  without  great  difficulty,  if  captain  Thomas 
bad  not  fleered  in  fearch  ot  him.  He  however 
fome  time  after  went  on  fhore,  and  found  plenty  of 
water  and  provifions.  The  inhabitants  leaped  and 
danced  with  all  the  figns  of  mirth  and  good  hu- 
mour, and  were  not  averfe  to  traffic,  though  they 
would  receive  nothing  out  of  any  man's  hand, 
but  would  have  what  they  purchafcd  laid  on  the 
ground  for  their  examination. 

The  next  day  the  fleet  were  joined  by  the  Swan, 
which  had  been  miffing  ;  and  the  Mary  gold  and 
Chriftopher,  that  had  been  fent  out  in  fearch  of  a 
fafer  harbour,  returned  with  the  agreeable  news 
that  they  had  found  one,  and  thither  the  whole 
fleet  fiiled  ;  wliere  being  arrived,  the  admiral 
ordered  the  Swan  to  be  burnt  as  a  fuperfluous  veffcl, 
which  was  done,  after  they  had  divided  the  pro- 
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viiions  and  iron  work  among  the  reft  of  the  fleet. 
Here  they  found  fuch  muititudesof  feals,  that  they 
killed  above  200  in  an  hour.     While  they  were 
employed  on  fliore,  the  natives  appeared  at  a  dif- 
tance  upon  a  riling  ground.     They  were  ftrong, 
well  proportioned^  and   had  agreeable   features  ; 
but  their  faces  were   painted.      They  were  fome- 
thing  wreathed  about  their  heads^  and  their  other 
covering  was  only  the  fkins   of  beafts   wrapped 
about  their  waifts.    They  had  bows  of  an  ell  long, 
and  every  one  of  them  bore  two  arrows,   and  in- 
deed they  feemed  to  be  not  altogether  deftitute  of 
military  difcipline^  as  appeared  from  the  method 
obferved   by  their  commander  in    ordering   and 
ranging  them.     Some  of  thefe  people  paint  their 
bodies  all  over  black,  except  their  necks,  which 
they  coloured  white  ;  others  paint  one  llioulder 
black,  and  the  other  white  ;  and  many  of  them 
had  their  legs  tinged  black,    and  adorned   with 
white  moons.     This  continual  daubing  clofes  up 
the  pores,  and  renders  thefe  people  lefs  fufceptible 
of  cold  and  heat.    They  were  at  firft  extremely  Ihy 
of  coming  near  the  Engliih,  but  the  admiral  having 
caufed  fome  baubles  to    be  tied  to  a  pole  ftuck  in 
the  ground,   and  left  for  them  to  take  when  they 
pleafed,  they  foon  after  came  and  removed  them, 
leaving  oilrich  feathers  and  other  toys  in  exchange. 
Upon  this  the  admiral  and  fome  of  his  men  came 
again,  and  approached   nearer  the  hill,  but  re- 
treated on  his  feeing  them  give  ligns  of  fear,  and 
prepare  to  retire.     This  convincing   the  natives 
that  he  had  no  ill  deiignsagainft  them,  they  boldly 
advanced  towards  the  Englifl-i,  and  two  of  then(, 
attra6led  by  the  lace  on  the  admiral's  hat,  ilyly 
came  behind  him,  and  fnatching  it  off  his  head, 
ran  away  with  it,  and  then  divided  the  fpoil,  one 
keeping  the  hat,  and  the  other  the  lace.     To  this 
place  tlie  admiral  gave  the  name  of  Seal  Bay,  from 
the  great  number  of  thofe  animals  that  frecjuentit. 
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Here  is  alfo  a  bird  called  a  booby,  fo  llupid  as  to 
ftand  lliil  while  it  is  knocked  on  the  head,  and 
many  oftriches,  the  thigh  of  which  bird  is  as  large 
as  the  leg  of  a  fizeable  fheep ;  but  though  they 
cannot  fly  they  are  not  eafily  taken  ;  for  being  af- 
fifted  by  the  fluttering  of  their  wings,  they  run 
faft,  and  fling  Hones  behind  them  at  their  purfuers 
with  a  pretty  good  aim. 

Having  left  this  place,  they  proceeded  on  their 
voyage  to  the  fouthward,  and  on  the  20th  of  June 
anchored  in  Fort  St  Julian,  fo  called  by  Magellan, 
■where  the  admiral  accompanied  by  fix  men,  going 
on  fliore  with  his  boat  to  take  a  view  of  the  coun- 
try, was  in  fome  danger  from  the  natives  who 
flew  the  gunner,  a  man  for  whom  he  hadafmcere 
regard  ;  he  however  revenged  his  death  by  killing 
the  murderer  with  his  own  hand.  Here  he  found 
a  gibbet  which  had  been  erected  by  Magellan  for 
the  execution  of  fome  of  his  mutinous  company, 
who  had  confpired  his  death,  and  here  alfo  admiral 
brake  caufed  Mr.  Doughty  to  be  tried  and  hanged 
for  the  fame  crime  againfl:  himfelf. 

Leaving  Port  St.  Julian  on  the  17th  of  Augufi:, 
they  fell  in  with  the  fl:reights  of  Magellan  on  the 
20th,  and  the  next  day  entering  them,  found 
the  palTage  fo  intricate  and  winding,  that  the 
wind,  though  fometimes  favourable,  was  without 
its  changing,  frequently  againfl:  them ;  this  gave 
them  much  fatigue  and  trouble,  efpecially  as  they 
had  many  fudden  fqualls  which  rendered  this  paf- 
fage  very  dangerous,  for  though  they  found  feveral 
good  harbours,  and  plenty  of  irefli  water,  yet  the 
^a  is  fo  deep,  that  there  is  no  anchoring,  except 
in  fome  very  narrow  river  or  between  the  rocks. 
On  both  fides  the  flreights  are  vaft  ranges  of  moun- 
tains that  rife  far  above  the  clouds,  and  are  covered 
with  perpetual  fnow,  where  they  found  the  air 
extremely  cold,  and  the  men  were  benumbed  with 
frofl;  and   fnow.     At   the  fouth-eafl:   part  of  the 


ROUND  THE   WORLD.  329 

ilreights  are  feveral  iflands,  between  which  the  fea 
breaks  in,  as  it  does  into  the  main  entrance.  It 
had  been  imagined  that  the  current  always  fet  one 
way,  but  they  now  found  from  the  ebb  and  flood 
that  this  was  a  miftake,  and  that  the  water  rofe  five 
fathoms  all  along  the  coaft.  Thefe  Ilreights  are 
never  narrower  than  one  league,  or  broader  than 
four.  On  the  24th  of  Auguft  they  made  an  iiland 
in  the  Ilreights,  where  there  were  fuch  multitudes 
of  penguins,  that  they  killed  3000  in  lefs  than  one 
day. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September  they  entered  the 
South  Sea,  but  the  next  day  they  were  driven  to 
the  fouthward  by  a  llorm,  and  were  obliged  to  an- 
chor among  fome  iflands,  where  they  found  frefli 
water  and  excellent  herbs,  and  not  far  from  thence 
entered  another  bay,  where  they  faw  people  rang- 
ing from  one  ifland  to  another,  in  their  canoes  in 
fearch  of  provifions,  who  traded  with  them  for 
fome  commodities.  Steering  northward  from  hence, 
they  on  the  3d  of  06lober,  found  three  iflands,  in 
one  of  which  was  an  incredible  number  of  birds. 

On  the  8th  of  Oaober  they  loft  the  Elizabeth 
commanded  by  captain  Winter,  which  they  ima- 
gined was  forced  back  by  a  ftorm  into  the  ftreights ; 
a  conje6lure  that  proved  true,  though  they  were 
millaken  in  fuppofing  her  loft,  for  the  captain, 
after  having  taken  pofleffion  of  the  ftreights  and 
the  adjacent  territories,  in  the  name  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  was  fo  happy  as  to  return  to  Eng- 
land. 

They  now  fteered  for  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and  on 
the  29th  of  November  caft  anchor  at  the  ifle  of 
Mocha,  where  the  Admiral  with  ten  men  going 
on  ftiore,  were  met  by  fome  of  the  natives,  who 
behaved  with  great  civility,  gave  them  two  fat 
ftieep  and  fome  potatoes  in  return  for  a  few  trifles, 
and  alfo  promifed  to  bring  them  water,  for  which 
they  received  fome  prefents  beforehand.     Thefe 
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people  had  been  driven  thither  by  the  cruelty  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  forced  them  to  leave  their 
habitations  and  retire  to  this  iiland,  in  order  to 
preferve  their  lives  and  liberties.  The  next  day 
therefore  J,  two  of  the  men  being  fent  on  Ihore 
with  barrels  for  water,  the  natives  feeing  that  they 
had  them, at  an  advantage,  and  taking  them  for 
Spaniards^  whom  they  had  refolved  never  to  fpare, 
inftantiy  feized  them,  and  knocked  them  on  the 
head. 

The  Admiral  now  continuing  his  courfe,  met 
an  Indian  in  his  canoe,  who  miftaking  his  people 
for  Spaniards,  told  them  that  there  was  at  Valpa- 
raifo,  a  large  ihip  laden  for  Peru.  The  Admiral 
rewarded  him  for  his  intelligence,  and  he  readily 
agreed  to  conduct  them  to  the  place  where  the  fnip 
lay  at  anchor.  Upon  their  coming  up  to  this  velFel, 
they  found  that  (he  had  no  more  men  than  eight 
Spaniards  and  three  negroes,  who  fuppoiing  them 
friends,  welcomed  them  by  beat  of  drum,  and 
invited  them  on  board  to  drink  fome  Chili  wine. 
With  this  invitation  they  immediately  complied, 
and  driving  the  Spaniards  under  the  hatches  took 
pofleilion,  when  one  of  the  Spaniards  feeing  how 
the  others  were  ferved,  leaped  overboard  and  fwam 
to  Valparaifo,  upon  which  the  inhabitants  imme- 
diately quitted  the  town.  The  Admiral  then 
having  fecured  his  new^  prize,  in  which  were  found 
to  the  value  of  30,000  Spanilh  piftoles  of  pure 
gold  of  Baldivia,  he  manned  her  boat  and  his  own, 
landed  and  rifled  both  the  town  and  the  chapel, 
whence  he  took  a  lilver  chalice,  the  altar  cloth  and 
two  cruets,  of  which  he  made  a  prefent  to  his 
chaplain  ;  and  having  alfo  found  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  Chili  wine,  he  fent  that  on  board  ; 
then  he  fet  all  his  prifoners  on  fhore  except  one, 
whom  he  kept  for  his  pilot,  and  diredtly  fleered 
towards  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru. 
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The  fleet  continuing  their  coiirfe,  put  into  the 
haven  of  Coquimbo,  and  here  fourteen  men  were 
fent  on  Ihore  to  fetch  water,  when  being  difcovered 
hy  the  town,  the  Spaniards  refolved  to  recover  the 
glory  of  their  nation,  by  being  revenged  on  fo 
daring  an  enemy,  and  therefore,  ordered  out  a 
body  of  300  horfe  and  200  foot  to  attack  them. 
The  Englilh  however  retreated,  and  after  fome 
difpute,  reached  their  Ihips  with  the  lofs  only  of 
one  man,  who  was  fliot,  and  whom  this  formidable 
army  beheaded,  while  the  Indians  fluck  his  body 
fu^i  of  arrows.  The  Admiral  however,  ordered 
a  parly  of  men  the  next  day  on  ifhore  to  bury  him, 
to  whom  the  Spaniards  in  vain  difplayed  a  flag  of 
truce,  as  if  to  invite  them  to  a  parley  ;  but  the 
Englilh  believing  that  their  fidelity  was  no  greater 
than  theh'  courage,  did  not  care  to  truft  them, 
and  having  interred  their  companion  returned  to 
their  Blips, 

Mr.  Drake  then  weighing  anchor  proceeded  to  a 
port  called  Tarapaxa,  where  landing  fome  of  his 
men,,  they  found  a  Spaniard  afleep,  with  eighteen 
bars  of  fi Iver  lying  by  him,  worth  about  4000 
Spanilh  ducats,  which  they  took  without  difturbing 
the  Spaniard's  repofe.  Soon  after  landing  again, 
in  order  to  take  in  water,  they  met  a  Spaniard  and 
an  Indian  driving  eight  Peruvian  Iheep  laden  with 
very  fine  filver,  each  of  the  fheep  having  two  lea- 
thern bags  on  his  back,  in  which  were  100  weight 
of  that  metal,  when  delivering  the  poor  animals 
from  their  burdens,  they  lodged  the  bags  in  the 
fliips,  and  then  fuiFered  the  Spaniard  and  Indian 
to  drive  away  their  beaft,s. 

From  hence  they  failed  to  the  port  of  Arica, 
where  they  found  three  fmall  barks,  in  which  were 
57  wedges  of  filverj  each  weighing  about  twenty 
pounds  ;  the  men  who  belonged  to  them,  fearing 
no  danger,  were  all  on  Ihore,  by  which  means 
they  took  no  prifoners.  However  not  being  ftrong 
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enough  to  attack  the  town,  they  again  put  to  fea, 
and  foon  after  fell  in  with  a  fmall  bark,  when  find- 
ing nothing  in  it  but  linen  cloth,  they  took  a 
fmall  part  of  it,  and  then  let  her  go. 

On  the  13th  of  February  they  entered  the  port 
of  Lima,  where  they  found  a  fleet  of  twelve  fhips 
lying  at  anchor,  with  fcarce  any  perfons  left  to 
guard  them  ;  the  commanders  and  their  crews 
being  all  on  Ihore.  On  their  examining  the  cargoes 
of  thefe  fliips  they  found  a  cheft  filled  with  rials  of 
plate,  which  they  took  on  board,  with  fome  iilks 
and  linens ;  but  being  informed  that  another  very 
rich  fliip  called  the  Cacafuego,  had  lately  left  that 
harbour,  in  order  to  fail  to  Paita,  the  admiral  re- 
folved  to  follow  her;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Paita, 
found  fhe  had  left  that  port  and  was  gone  to  Pana- 
ma; he  however  fell  in  with  another,  that  in  fome 
meafure  atoned  for  his  difappointment,  ihe  having 
on  board  80  pounds  weight  of  fine  gold,  befides 
a  large  golden  crucifix  adorned  with  emeralds, 
which  he  feized,  together  with  fome  ufeful  cordage. 

The  admiral  fi;ill  refolving  to  continue  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  Cacafuego,  promifed  that  whoever  firft 
faw  her  fhould  have  the  gold  chain  he  himfelf  wore 
about  his  neck  ;  which  fell  to  the  fhare  of  Mr. 
John  Drake,  who  firft  defcried  her  at  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  about  fix  they  came 
up  with  and  boarded  her,  after  having  in  three 
fhots  brought  her  mizen  maft  by  the  board.  They 
found  her  cargo  full  as  valuable  as  it  had  been  re- 
prefented,  llie  having  thirteen  chefts  full  of  rials  of 
plate,  80  pounds  weight  of  gold,  26  tons  of  filver 
bars,  and  a  large  quantity  of  jewels.  Among  the 
many  rich  pieces  of  plate  were  two  very  large  filver 
bowls  gilt,  which  belonged  to  the  pilot,  one  of 
which  the  admiral  told  him  he  hoped  he  would 
allow  him  to  keep  by  way  of  remembrance,  to 
which  the  pilot  who  was  one  of  the  moft  confider- 
^ble  perfons  on  board  the  Spanifh  ftiips,  readily 
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confented,  and  immediately  prefented  the  other  to 
the  admiral's  fie  ward. 

Having  taken  this  valuble  treafure  on  board, 
they  difmiffed  the  veflel,  and  allowed  her  to  purfue 
her  coLirfe  to  Panama,  after  having  fupplied  the 
captain  and  his  crew  with  linen,  and  other  necef- 
faries. 

The  admiral  Hill  continuing  his  courfe  to  the 
weftward,  came  up  with  a  (liip  laden  with  china 
ware,  filks  of  the  fame  country,  and  linen  cloth; 
and  having  taken  out  of  it  what  wiis  thought  moil 
valuable,  and  among  the  reft  a  falcon  of  mafly  gold, 
which  had  a  very  valuable  emerald  fet  in  its  breaft, 
he  fet  the  fhip  and  her  people  at  liberty,  keeping 
only  the  pilot  to  affift  in  navigating  his  own  vellel. 

The  pilot  fleered  them  into  the  harbour  of  Gua- 
tulco,  and  informed  them,  that  there  were  only 
feventeen  Spaniards  in  the  town.  Having  there- 
fore put  to  fhore,  the  admiral  and  fome  of  his 
people  landed,  entered  the  place,  and  marched 
dire6lly  to  the  public  hall,  where  they  found  the 
court  fitting,  and  the  judge  ready  to  pafs  fentence 
on  a  number  of  poor  negroes  who  w^re  accufed  of 
confpiring  to  burn  the  town.  But  the  admiral's 
coming  foon  changed  the  fcene  of  affairs,  for  w  ith- 
out  fhev^ing  any  reverence  to  the  authority  of  the 
court,  he  caufed  the  judges,  witnefTes,  arid  prifon- 
ers,  to  be  carried  on  board  his  own  fhip,  where  he 
obliged  the  chief  judge  to  write  to  the  townfmen 
to  keep  at  a  diftance,  and  permit  the  Englifli  to 
water  in  quiet.  This  being  done,  the  town  was 
ranfacked  for  plunder,  but  none  found,  except 
about  a  bulliel  of  rials  of  plate,  only  one  of  the 
failors  purfuing  a  rich  Spaniard,  who  fled  from  the 
town,  took  from  him  a  gold  chain,  and  fome  jewels. 
Here  the  admiral  fet  on  (hore  his  Spanifli  prifoners, 
and  an  old  Portuguefe  pilot,  whom  he  had  brought 
from  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  and  then  fet  fail 
for  the  ifiand  Canno,  where  they  anchored  on  the 
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i6th  of  March,  in  a  frefli  water  river.  While  they 
lay  here  they  feized  a  Spanifii  vefiel  bound  for  the 
Philippine  iflands,  which  put  in  here  for  refrefli- 
nient,  and  having  taken  a  part  of  her  cargo,  dif- 
charged  her. 

The  admiral  now  thinking  he  had  in  fome  mea- 
fure  taken  revenge  on  the  Spaniards,  both  for  the 
wrongs  his  country  had  fuIFered  from  them,  as  well 
as  from  his  own  private  injuries,  began  to  deliberate 
on  the  belt  way  of  returning  home.  He  refie6fed 
that  to  return  by  the  freights  oi  Magellan,  the 
only  pailage  that  had  been  yet  difcovered,  would 
be  throwing  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  might  probably  wait  for  him  there  with  more 
force  than  he  could  reiift,  as  he  had  but  one  fhip 
left,  and  that  not  ftrong^  though  it  was  very  rich. 
All  things  therefore  confidered,  herefoved  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  failing  to  the  weit,  and 
then  to  follow^  the  Fortuguefe  courfe,  by  palling 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  but  being  becalmed,  he 
found  it  necelFary  to  Iteer  farther  to  the  north,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  a  good  wind,  upon  which  he 
failed  at  leaft  600  leagues  till  he  came  into  43*^.  of 
north  latitude,  where  he  found  the  air  eKceffive 
cold,  and  on  his  proceeding  farther,  the  fe verity 
of  the  weather  became  more  intolerable  ;  he  there- 
fore fteered  back  towards  the  fouth,  till  he  came 
into  38*^*  north  latitude,  where  he  found  a  very 
good  bay,  which  he  entered  with  a -favourable  gale. 

This  country,  on  account  of  its  white  cliffs, 
which  are  feen  at  a  good  diftance  at  fea,  he  in  ho- 
nour of  his  native  foil,  called  Nova  Albion,  tirough 
it  has  been  fmce  known  by  the  name  of  California. 
There  were  feveral  huts  near  the  water-iide,  well 
fenced  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather;  a  fire  was 
in  the  middle  of  each,  and  round  it  the  people  lay 
upon  rufnes,  with  nothing  elfe  between  them  and 
the  earth.  The  men  were  entirely  naked  ;  but  the 
women  wore  a  covering  of  bullruihes,  dreiled  after 
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the  manner  of  hemp,  and  faftened  about  their 
waifts,  with  a  deer-ikin  fiung  over  their  ihoulders. 
Thefe  people  Ibon  lent  the  admiral  a  prefent  of 
fome  feathers  and  cawis  of  net  work^  and  he  enter- 
tained the  perfons  who  brought  them  with  fuch 
kindnefs  and  liberality,  that  they  were  highly  de- 
lighted. They  foon  after  fent  him  another  pre- 
fent, that  confined  of  feathers  and  bags  of  tobacco  : 
a  confiderable  body  of  them  waited  upon  him  to 
deliver  them,  while  the  rcft  were  gathered  to- 
gether at  the  top  of  a  fmall  hiil,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  the  admiral  had  pitched  fome  tents;  and 
from  this  eminence,  one  of  them  harangued  iht 
admiral  ;  and  having  ended  his  fpeech,  they  ail  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  coming  down,  oifered  their 
own  prefents,  and  civilly  returned  thofe  the  admiiai 
had  made  them;  while  the  women  who  remained 
above  feemed,  by  their  tearing  their  hair  and  how- 
lings,  to  be  engaged  in  offering  facrifices,  upon 
which  the  admiral  ordered  divine  fervice  to  be  cele- 
brated in  his  tent,  and  thefe  innocent  people  at- 
tended with  great  decency,  attention,  and  amaze- 
ment. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  flrangers  beinp- 
fpread  througli  the  country,  there  came  two  per- 
fons, one  of  whom  made  a  long  fpeech  ;  from 
which,  and  the  geftures  of  both,  it  was  underftood 
that  the  king  himfelf  intended  to  pay  the  admiral 
avifit,  provided  they  would  give  fome  token  of 
his  receiving  a  peaceful  welcome.  Which  being 
readily  granted,  their  Ibvereign  foon  after  made  h,s 
appearance,  attended  by  a  confiderable  train.  In 
the  front  came  a  very  comely  perfon,  bearing  a  ftair 
before  the  king,  upon  which  hung  two  crowns 
made  of  net-work,  artificially  wrought  with  re^]. 
thers  of  many  colours,  and  three  chains  made  of 
bones.  The  king,  who  immediately  followed, 
had  a  very  agreeable  perfon,  and  approached  with 
an  air  of  dignity.     He  was  furrounded  by  a  guard 
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of  tall  well-looking  men,  clothed  in  fkins;  then 
followed  the  common  people,  who  to  make  the 
finer  fhew,  had  painted  their  faces  with  different 
colours,  and  all  of  them  had  their  arms  full    of 
prefentSj  the  very  children  not  excepted. 

The  admiral  drew  up  all  his  men  in  a  line  of 
battle,  and  flood  within  the  fences  of  his  tent, 
ready  to  receive  them  :  at  fome  diftance  from  him 
the  whole  train  halted,  and  obferved  a  profound 
filence,  when  the  perfon  who  marched  firft  with 
the  flaff,  beganafpeech,  which  lafled  half  an  hour; 
and  that  being  ended,  the  fame  officer  began  a 
fong,  and  flruck  up  a  dance,  wherein  he  was  follow- 
ed by  the  king  and  his  fubje6ls,  who  came  up  fing- 
ing  and  dancing  to  the  fences,  which  the  admiral 
had  made  to  fecure  his  tent  from  treachery  ;  then 
all  of  them  fitting  down,  the  king  is  faid  to  have 
made  a  folemn  offer  of  his  whole  kingdom  to  the 
admiral;  and,  with  the  confent  of  his  fubjedls,  took 
off  the  crown  of  feathers  he  wore  on  his  head,  and 
placed  it  upon  the  admiral's,  at  the  fame  time  in- 
vefling  him  with  other  enfigns  of  royalty.  All 
which  the  admiral  received,  hoping  that  this  fur- 
render  might  one  time  or  other  add  to  the  glory 
of  his  fovereign,  and  the  advantage  of  England. 
But  it  is  moft  probable  thefe  Indians  had  no  fuch 
defign  :  they  feemed  to  confider  the  Englifh  as  a 
fuperior  order  of  beings;  and  thefe  actions  might 
be  no  more  than  the  higheft  compliment  they  could 
pay  them.  The  common  people  now  difperfed 
themfelves  among  the  admiral's  tents,  expre fling 
fuch  an  high  admiration  and  love  for  the  Englifh, 
that  they  feemed  to  think  them  more  than  mortal, 
and  even  came  before  them  with  facrifices,  which 
they  attempted  to  offer,  with  the  profoundefl  devo- 
tion ;  but  the  Englifh  kept  them  back,  and  endea- 
voured by  their  ligns  to  render  them  fenfible,  that 
there  was  an  omnipotent  Being  to  whom  alone 
thefe  honours  were  due. 
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Some  time  after,  the  admiral  and  his  people 
travelled  to  fome  diftance  up  into  the  country, 
which  they  found  to  be  extremely  full  of  large  tat 
deer,  that  were  very  often  near  looo  in  a  herd. 
There  was  alfo  fuch  vaft  plenty  of  a  kind  of  rabbits, 
that  the  whole  country  feemed  one  entire  warren  ; 
but  though  their  heads  were  like  thofe  of  our 
rabbits,  they  had  a  bag  on  each  fide  of  their  jaws, 
in  which  they  preferved  fuch  provifions  as  they 
could  not  immediately  devour;  their  feet  refembled 
thofe  of  a  mole,  and  their  tail  was  like  that  of  a 
rat.  Their  fielh  was  much  efreemed  by  the  natives, 
and  their  fkins  aiForded  clothing  for  the  king  and 
his  principal  fubjec^ls. 

The  Spaniards  had  never  been  upon  this  fliore, 
and  it  is  certain  Mr.  Drake  had  the  honour  of  firft 
difcovering  it.  He  therefore  at  his  departure 
ereded  a  pillar,  and  affixed  io  it  a  large  plate, 
upon  which  were  engraven  her  majefty's  name  and 
pidure,  her  arms,  and  title  to  the  country,  with 
the  day  and  year  in  which  the  admiral,  whofe 
name  was  alfo  infcribed,  had  arrived  on  that  coaft. 

Having  taken  in  a  freih  fupply  of  provifions, 
and  a  futficient  ftock  of  water,  the  admiral  left 
Nova  Albion  on  the  23d  of  July,  the  inhabitants 
appearing  extremely  concerned  at  his  departure, 
and  lighting  fires  on  the  higheft  hills,  as  was  fup^r 
pofed  to  make  facrifices  to  procure  the  fafety  of 
thefe  ftrangers,  till  the  fhip  was  out  of  fight.  Mean 
while  the  admiral  ftretched  forward  to  the  weft- 
ward,  for  the  Molucco  iOands,  and  on  the  13th  of 
06fober  came  up  with  the  Land  rones,  whence  a 
great  number  of  fmall  veilels  came  off,  bringing 
tilh,  fruit,  and  other  provifions  to  fell.  Thefe 
veliels  looked  fmooth  and  (liining  like  burnidied 
horn,  and  on  each  fide  of  them  lay  out  two  pieces  . 
of  wood,  and  the  infide  was  adorned  with  whitp, 
Ihells.  The  people  in  thefe  veilels  had  the  Ipwer 
part  of  their  ears  pared  round,  m^d  ftretch^^d  with 
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the  heavy  pendants  that  hung  in  them.     Their 
teeth  was  as  black  as  jet,  occalloned  by  their  chew- 
ing an    herb  with  a  fort  of  powder,  which  they 
carried  about  with  them  for  that   purpofe,   and 
were  efteemed  of  great  fervice  in  prelerving  them. 
And   their   nails   feemed  defigned  for   defenfive 
weapons,  by  their  fufFering  them  to  grow  at  leaft 
a  full  inch  in  length.     Thefe  people  feemed  at  iirll 
to  deal  very  fcurly,  but  foon  began  to  fteal  every 
thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  ;  ?md   it  was 
impoffible  to  make  them  part  with  any  thing  on 
which    they  had   once  feized.     This   ufige  made 
the  Englilli  refufe  to  deal  with  them,  and  hinder 
their  going  on   board  their  fliip,  at   which  they 
were  io  exafperated,  that  they  flung  ftones  ;  but 
on  firing  a  fingle  gun,  they  wxre  fo  intimidated, 
that  they  leaped  into  the  water,  and  fl^uiked  for 
Ihelter  under  their  veifels,  till  the  fhip  was  at  fome 
diftance,  when  nimbly  recovering  them,  they  fteer- 
ed  to  the  fliore,  but  not  Vv'ith out  frequently  calling 
their  eyes  behind  them. 

On  the  1 8th  they  came  to  feveral  other  iflands, 
fome  of  which  appeared  to  be  very  populous  ;-and, 
continuing  their  courfe,  paiied  by  the  iflands  of 
Tagulada,  Zelon,  and  Zewarra  ;  the  flrft  of  which 
produces  great  quantities  of  cinnamon,  and  the 
inhabitants  ofmoft  of  them  were  friends  to  the 
Portugueze. 

On  the  14th  of  November  they  fell  in  with  the 
Moluccas,  and  intending  to  fail  to  Tydore,  coafted 
along  the  i Hand  of  Mutyr,  fubje6l  to  the  king  of 
Ternate ;  bu.t  were  prevented  by  meeting  his 
viceroy,  who,  feeing  the  admiral's  fliip,  boldly  ven- 
tured on  board,  and  advifed  him  by  flgns  not  to 
profecute  his  voyage  to  Tydore,  but  to  fail  directly 
for  Ternate,  becaufe  his  mafcer  was  a  great  enemy 
to  the  Portugueze,  and  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him,  if  he  was  at  all  concerned  with  Tydore, 
or  the  Portugueze  fettled  there. 
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This  intimation  induced  Mr.  Drake  to  alter 
his  firft  refolution;,  and  refolving  to  flay  at  Ternate^ 
he  early  the  next  morning  came  to  an  anchor  be- 
fore the  town,  when  he  fent  the  king  a  prefent 
of  a  velvet  cloak  ;  and  the  melFenger  was  ordered 
to  make  him  fenfible,  that  his  inteni'ons  were  en- 
tirely peaceable,  and  that  he  came  with  no  other 
defign  but  to  procure  provifions  and  other  neceffli- 
ries  in  exchange  for  merchandize.  In  anfwer  to 
which  the  king  let  him  know  that  he  was  much 
pleafed  with  the  thoughtsbf  carrying  on  a  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  Englifh,  who  fhould  be 
welcome  to  whatever  his  country  afforded.  The 
author  of  this  voyage  adds,  that  this  fovereign  pro- 
felfed  himfelf  ready  to  lay  himfelf  and  his  kingdom 
at  the  feet  of  fo  glorious  a  princefs  as  the  queen  of 
England,  and  to  make  her  his  fovereign,  as  well 
as  theirs  ;  but  it  muil  be  allowed  that  this  monarch 
could  have  no  motive  for  fo  high  ftrained  a  com- 
pliment; and  that  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe, 
that  this  was  inferted  by  the  author,  with  no  other 
view  but  that  of  plealing  queen  Elizabeth.  How- 
ever, the  meffenger  was  received  with  much  pomp 
and  ceremony. 

The  king  having  a  curiofity  to  fee  the  fnip, 
refolved  to  pay  the  admiral  a  vifit  on  board,  and 
therefore  fent  four  large  veifels  filled  with  the  moil 
confiderable  perfons  of  his  court.  They  were  all 
drelfed  in  white  lawn  or  calico.  They  had  a 
large  canopy  of  very  line  perfumed  mats,  fupport- 
ed  by  a  frame  made  of  reeds,  which  fpread  over 
their  heads  from  one  end  of  the  velfel  to  the  other. 
They  were  furrounded  by  fervants,  who  v/ere  alfo 
clothed  in  white,  and  thefe  were  encompaffed  by 
ranks  of  foldiers,  on  both  fides  of  whom  were 
placed  the  rowers,  in  three  galleries  raifed  above 
each  other.  Thefe  veifels  rowed  by  the  admiral 
in  great  order,  each  paying  him  their  refpe6ts  in 
tiirn^  and  then  acquainted  liin)  by  figns  that  they 
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were  fent  by  the  king  to  condu6l  him  into  a  fafer 
road.  Soon  after  came  the  king  himfelf,  attended 
by  fix  grave  ancient  perfons.  He  feemed  much 
pleafed  with  the  Enghfn  mufic,  and  ftill  more  with 
the  admiral's  generofity^  who  made  him  and  his 
nobles  fome  confiderabie  prefents  that  were  highly 
acceptable.  He  promifed  to  return  again  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  to  fend  them  in  the  mean  time 
fuch  provifionsas  they  might  ftand  in  need  of.  In 
this  laft  particular  he  kept  his  word,  and  they 
received  a  confiderabie  quantity  of  fowls,  rice, 
cloves,  fugar,  a  kind  of  fruit  called  frigo  and 
fagoe. 

The  next  morning  the  king  fent  his  brother 
and  the  viceroy  on  board,  toexcufe  his  not  vifiting 
the  admiral,  to  invite  him  on  fliore,  and  to  ft^y 
behind  by  way  of  hoftage  for  the  admiral's  return. 
This  invitation  Mr.  Drake  declined,  but  however, 
fent  fome  of  his  retinue  with  the  king's  brother, 
and  detained  only  the  viceroy  as  a  pledge  of  their 
fafety. 

Oh  their  landing  they  were  received  by  another 
of  the  king's  brothers,  accompanied  by  fevcral  of 
the  nobles,  who  conducted  them  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  to  the  caftle,  where  they  found  at  leaft 
looo  perfons,  the  principal  of  whom  were  the 
council,  which  confifted  ot  fixty  very  grave  men. 
Soon  after  the  king  himfelf  entered,  guarded  by 
twelve  men  armed  with  lances,  the  points  in- 
verted. A  loofe  robe  of  gold  tiffue  hung  over  his 
llioulders,  feveral  gold  rings  were  faftened  about 
his  hair  by  way  of  ornament,  and  he  had  a  chain 
of  the  fame  metal  about  his  neck.  He  had  feveral 
rings  fet  with  fine  jewels  on  his  fingers,  His  legs 
were  bare,  and  his  ihoes  were  made  of  red  leather, 
and  over  him  was  borne  an  umbrella  richly  em- 
broidered v/ith  gold.  On  the  right  hand  of  the 
chair  on  which  he  feated  himfelf,  ftood  a  page  with 
a  fan  two  feet  in  length  and  one  broad,  adoined 
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with  faphires  and  faftened  to  a  ftafF  three  feet 
long;  the  page  with  this  fan  ftrove  to  ailay  the 
heat  occafioned  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun,  and 
the  throng  of  the  people.  His  majefty  gave  the 
Engliih  gentlemen  a  very  kind  reception  ;  and 
having  iinderitood  their  mefTage,  fent  one  of  hi» 
council  to  conduct  them  back  to  the  iliip.  The 
Jking  of  Ternate  is  a  very  powerful  prince,  he 
having  feventy  iflands  under  his  jurifdi6lion.  His 
religion  as  well  as  that  of  his  ful)je6ts,  is  Maho- 
metan ifm. 

While  the  admiral  ilaid  here,  he  was  vifited  by 
a  perfon  well  attended,  who  was  of  the  blood 
royal  of  China,  but  banillied  for  a  term  of  vears, 
on  fufpicion  of  his  being  guilty  of  iome  crimes 
againft  the  ftate  ;  during  which  time  he  propofed 
to  travel,  in  order  that  he  might  reap  fome  advan- 
tage from  his  misfortunes.  He  feemed  to  be  a 
man  of  found  fenfe,  of  a  ftrong  judgment  and  a 
good  memory,  and  having  probably  acquired  the 
knowledge  q\  fome  European  language,  proved  an 
entertaining  companion.  He  was  highly  pleafed 
with  the  admiral's  behaviour,  and  llrove  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  touch  at  China,  but  in  vain;  for 
having  accompliihed  what  induced  him  to  under- 
take his  voyage,  his  thoughts  were  now  folely  bent 
on  returning  home. 

The  admiral  therefore  having  procured  what  he 
wanted  at  Ternate,  fet  fail  irom  thence,  and  five 
days  after  caft  anchor  at  a  fmall  uninhiibited  ifiand 
to  the  fouthward  of  Celebes,  where  he  ordered 
forges  to  be  fet  up,  to  repair  the  iron-work  of  the 
fhip,  in  which  the  fmiths  were  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  charcoal,  as  all  their  feacoal  was  now  con- 
fumed.  This  illand  was  extremely  woody,  the 
trees  were  large  and  very  lofty,  ftrait  and  without 
boughs  except  towards  the  top,  wiiere  the  leaves 
fomewhat  refcmbled  thofe  of  the  Englifli  brooni. 
Here  they  obferved  in  the  night,  great  multitudes 
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of  fhining  flies  no  bigger  than  the  common  fly  in 
England^  which  ikinuning  up  and  down  in  the  air 
between  the  trees  and  bulhes,  made  them  appear 
as  if  on  fire :  they  alfo  iGund  bats  as  big  as  hens, 
and  a  fort  of  cray-fiih,  which  live  upon  land  and 
are  of  fo  extraordinary  a  fize,  that  one  of  them  is 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  hunger  of  four  perfbns; 
thefe  burrow  m  the  ground  hke  rabbits. 

After  fraying  twenty-fix  days  at  this  ifland, 
they  weighed  and  again  fet  fail  ;  but  were  foon 
entangled  among  feverai  fmali  illands,  and  the 
wind  fuddenly  (hifting,  they  on  the  9th  of  January 
1579,  '^^^^^  upon  a  rock,  on  which  they  iluck  faft, 
from  eight  at  night  till  four  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  day.  In  this  diftrefs  they  lightened  the 
fhip,  by  taking  out  three  tons  of  clothes,  eight 
pieces  of  ordnance  and  fome  proviiions,  and  foon 
after  the  wind  chopping  about  happily  difengaged 
them. 

Some  time  after,  having  feverely  fufPered  by  the 
winds  and  llioals,  they  fell  in  with  the  fertile  iilands 
of  Baratene,  where  they  found  great  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions  of  all  ibrts,  excellent  fpices,  as  nutmegs, 
long  pepper  and  ginger,  with  lemons,  oranges, 
cocoas,  plaintains,  cucumbers,  and  particularly  a 
fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  bay  berry,  which  is  hard  but 
has  a  plealant  tafte,  and  when  boiled  is  foft  and 
cafy  of  digeilion.  This  ifland  alfo  produces  gold, 
filver,  copper,  and  fulphur.  The  natives  are  far 
from  being  difagreeable,  but  their  humanity  and 
integrity  render  them  moft  amiable.  They  are 
courteous  to  ftrangers,  and  trade  with  an  honefty 
and  punduality  that  ought  to  put  chriftians  to 
the  blufli.  The  men  have  only  a  covering  for 
their  heads,  and  a  pieceof  linen  round  their  waift  ; 
the  womiCn  have  a  garment  which  reaches  from 
the  waift  to  the  feet,  and  have  eight  or  ten  brace- 
lets on  their  arms,  made  of  brafs,  horn,  or  bone, 
the  ieaft  of  which  weighed  two  ounces  each. 
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Weighing  anchor^  they  left  Baratene,  and  failed 
for  Java  Major,  \\here  they  were  alfo  honourably 
entertained.  The  iiland  was  governed  by  five, 
kings,  who  preferved  a  perfe6tgood  underftanding 
between  each  other.  Four  of  whom  came  at  once 
on  board,  and  the  admiral  had  very  often  the 
company  of  two  or  three  of  them  at  a  time. 

The  Javans,  who  are  a  ftout  and  warlike  people, 
go  well  armed  with  fwords,  targets,  and  daggers, 
which  they  temper  very   ikilfully.      They    wear 
turbans  on  their  heads,  and  a  piece  of  lilk  from 
the  waift  downwards,  which  trails  on  the  ground. 
Their  behaviour,  with  refpedt  to  their  v/omen,  is 
very  different  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Molucco  iilands,  who  will  fcarcely  fufFer  them  to 
be  feen  by  a  ftranger,  while  thefe  run  fo  far  into 
the  other  extreme,  that  they  very  civilly  offer  them 
as  bedfellows.     They  are  alfo  extremely  fociable 
among  themfelves,  for  in  every  village  they  have 
a  public  houfe   where  they  meet  and  bring  their 
fnares  of  proviiions,  and  joining  their  ftocks  to- 
gether, form  one  great  feaft,  for  keeping  up  good 
fellowfhip  among  the  king's  fubje6ls.     They  have 
a  peculiar  way  of  boiling  rice,  which  they  put  into 
an  earthen  pot  of  a   conical  figure,  open  at  the 
greater  end,  and  perforated  all  over,  and  this  is 
lixed  in  a  large  earthen  pot  full  of  boiling  water, 
and  fet  over  the  fire,  when  the  rice  fwelling  and 
filling  the  holes  of  the  pot,  but  a  fmall   quantity 
of  the  water  can  enter,  by  which  means  the  rice  is 
brought  to  a  very  firm  coniiitence  ;  of  this  they 
make  ieveral  agreeable  difiies,  by  mixing  it  with 
fugar,  fpices,  butter,  oil,  or  whatever  eiie  is  mofc 
agreeable  to  their  palate.     The  venereal  dileafe  at 
this  time  prevailed  much  among  the  inhabitants, 
but  inftead  of  ilrlivation,  they  cured  it  by  expoi- 
ing  the  body  quite  naked  for  fome  hours  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun ;  by  which  means  the  noxi- 
ous matter  was  difcharged  by  natural  peripiration. 
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The  admiral  having  caufed  the  hull  of  the  fhip 
to  be  cleared  from  the  barnacle  iliells  flie  had 
gathered  in  her  long  voyage,  and  her  bottom  new- 
payed,  weighed  anchor  on  the  iCih  of  March  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  he  doubled  on 
the  i8th  of  June;  when  the  few  obftru6tions  he 
met  with  in  this  part  of  the  voyage  fully  convinced 
him,  that  the  Portugueze  had  grofly  mifrepre- 
fented  the  paiFage,  and  abufed  the  world  with  falfe 
reprefentat'ons  of  the  horrors  and  dangers  with 
which  it  is  attended. 

On  the  2  2d  of  July,  the  admiral  arrived  at  Sierra 
Leona,  where  he  and  the  crew  faw  many  elephants, 
and  fome  trees,  which  hanging  over  the  fca  were 
covered  with  oyfters,  that  lived  and  multiplied 
among  them.  With  thefe,  and  the  lemons,  which 
v/cre  very  plentiful,  the  crew  after  this  long  run, 
were  much  refrefhed. 

After  flaying  tv/o  days,  which  they  fpent  in 
wooding,  watering,  and  taking  in  refrefhments, 
they  weighed  anchor,  and  on  the  26th  were  oif  the 
Canaries,  but  being  fufficiently  flocked  with  neceffa- 
ries  they  continued  their  voyage  to  Plymouth, 
where  they  arrived  on  Monday  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber 1580,  and  according  to  their  own  account 
Sunday  the  25th,  after  having  fpent  in  encom- 
palling  the  globe,  two  years,  tea  months  and  a 
few  days. 

No  private  fubjecl  was  ever  more  applauded  than 
admiral  Drake  for  this  voyage,  which  gave  Eng- 
land the  gloiy  of  having  produced  the  iirft  com- 
mander that  ever  failed  round  the  world  ;  a  com- 
mander whofe  valour  made  the  Englilh  feared, 
while  his  humanity  (hewed  that  they  were  worthy 
of  being  beloved. 
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Giving  an  account  of  the  rife  and  defign  of  this  voyage,  and  the 
particulars  that  took  place  after  their  failing  from  the  Texel, 
until  their  return  to  Holland. 


JL  HE  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
having  granted  an  exclufive  charter  to  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  prohibiting  all  their  other  fubje6ls 
from  carrying  on  any  trade  to  the  eaftv^ard  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  to  the  weftward  througli 
the  ftreights  of  Magellen,  this  prohibition  gave 
great  oifence  to  many  rich  merchants  who  v/ere 
defirous  of  making  difcoveries  at  their  own  expence, 
and  could  not  help  tliinking  it  a  little  unjuft,  that 
the  government  fhould  thus,  againft  the  laws  of 
nature,  bar  thofe  pafTages  which  Providence  had 
left  free.  Among  the  reft  was  Mr.  Le  Maire,  a 
rich  merchant  of  Amfterdam,  who  earneftly  de- 
iired  to  employ  a  part  of  that  wealth  he  had  acquir- 
ed by  trade,  in  obtaining  fame  as  a  difcoverer. 
With  this  view  he  made  application  to  Mr.  William 
Cornelifon  Schovten,  of  Horn,  a  perfon  in  eafy 
circumftances,  who  had  been  three  times  to  the 
Eaft- Indies,  and  afked  his  opinion,  whether  it 
might  not  be  poffible  to  fmd  another  pafTage  into 
the  South  Seas  than  by  the  ftreights  of  Magellan, 
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and  whether  it  was  not  likely  that  the  countries  to 
the  fouth  of  that  paflage  might  afford  as  rich  com- 
modities as  either  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies.  Mr. 
Schovten  anfwered  that  there  was  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  fuch  a  pallage  might  be  difcovered, 
and  ftill  ftronger  reafons  to  confirm  what  he  con- 
je(51ured  as  to  the  riches  of  the  fouthern  countries. 

After  many  converfations  upon  the  fame  fubjedl, 
they  at  laft  refolved  to  attempt  fuch  a  difcovery, 
from  a  perfuafion  that  the  States  General  could 
not  intend  by  the  above  exclufive  charter  to  pre- 
clude their  fubje6ts  from  difcovering  countries  on 
the  fouth,  by  a  new  pafTage  diftin6t  from  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  charter ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
Le  Maire  and  his  friends  fhould  advance  one  half 
towards  the  necelTary  expence  of  the  voyage,  and 
Schovten  and  his  friends  the  other. 

For  this  voyage  fuch  preparations  were  made, 
that  every  thing  was  ready  in  the  fpace  of  two 
months,  and  the  feamen  entering  into  general 
articles  to  go  wherever  their  matters  and  fupercar- 
goes  fhould  require ;  they,  in  confideration  of  fb 
unufual  a  condition,  were  to  receive  extraordinary 
wages,  and  the  eagernefs  of  the  failors  to  engage 
in  it,  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  chufing  none 
but  the  moft  experienced  mariners,  on  whofe  fkill 
and  fidelity  they  could  depend. 

Thefe  extraordinary  preparations,  with  the  fe- 
crecy  that  was  obferved,  caufed  a  great  noife  not 
only  at  Amfterdam,  but  all  over  Holland,  where 
people  reafoned  on  the  intention  of  this  voyage  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  capacities,  the  common 
people  giving  them  the  name  of  the  Gold-finders, 
while  the  merchants,  with  greater  propriety, 
called  all  who  contributed  to  it  the  South-  Com- 
pany. 

Two  fhips  were  fitted  out  on  this  exj>edition, 
the  largeft  of  which  was  called  the  Unity;  flie  was 
360  tons  burden,  carried  19  guns,  with  12  fwivels. 
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and  6^  men.  She  had  alfo  on  board  a  pinnace 
with  fails,  another  to  row,  a  launch  for  landing  of 
men,  and  a  fmall  boat.  William  Cornelifon  Schov- 
ten  was  mafter  and  pilot,  and  James  Le  Maire,  the 
fon  of  the  gentleman  who  propofed  the  expedition, 
was  fupercargo.  The  other  was  the  Horn  of  only 
no  tons  burden,  carrying  eight  guns,  four  fwivels, 
and  22  men,  commanded  by  John  Cornelifon 
Schovten. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1615,  they  failed  out  of 
the  Texel,  and  on  the  17th  anchored  in  the  Downs, 
took  in  frefh  water  at  Dover,  and  hired  an  Engliih 
gunner.  They  afterwards  hired  an  Engliih  car- 
penter at  Plymouth,  and  on  the  28th  failed  from 
that  port.  On  the  13th  of  July  they  fleered  be- 
tween the  iiland  Teneriffand  Grand  Canada,  and 
on  the  20th  in  the  morning  fell  in  with  Cape  Verd, 
where  they  took  in  frefh  water.  On  the  21ft  of 
Auguft,  they  faw  the  high  land  of  Sierra  Leona; 
and  the  iflands  of  Madrabomba,  which  lie  on  its 
fouth-point.  They  attempted  to  land  by  running 
to  the  point  over  the  fliallows  of  St.  Ann,  but  find- 
ing that  impra6ficable,  fleered  to  the  above  iflands, 
which  are  three  in  number,  very  high,  and  lie  in 
a  row,  half  a  league  from  Sierra  Leona. 

They  anchored  a  league  from  one  of  thefe  iflands, 
which  appeared  to  be  full  of  bogs  and  marfhes, 
and  one  entire  wafte,  like  a  wildernefs,  fcarce  fit 
to  entertain  any  inhabitants  but  wild  beafls,  and 
indeed  not  feeming  to  have  any  other.  Going  on 
fliore  on  the  2^4,  they  found  a  river,  the  mouth  of 
which  was  fo  flopped  up  with  fand  and  cliffs  of 
rocks,  that  no  (hip  could  enter  it ;  yet  within  the 
water  was  fufficiently  deep,  and  broad  enough  for 
fhips  to  turn  about.  Here  they  faw  monkeys,  wild 
oxen,  a  fort  of  birds  that  made  a  noife  not  unlike 
the  barking  of  a  dog,  crocodiles  and  turtle^  but 
met  with  no  fruit  except  lemons. 


S48  SCHOVTEN   AND   LE  MAIRE's 

On  the  30th  they  arrived  before  a  village  that 
looks  upon  the  road  of  Sierra  Leona,  where  they 
anchored  in  eight  fathoms  of  water.  This  village 
conlifted  of  about  eight  or  nine  poor  houfes  covered 
Tvith  ftraw^  but  the  Moors  who  dwelt  in  them  were 
imwilling  to  come  on  board,  without  having 
pledges  left  on  Ihore  to  fecure  their  fafe  return. 
However,  Aris  Olawfon,  the  fupercargo  of  the 
Horn,  landed,  and  llaid  among  them,  purchafing 
lemons  and  bananas  with  glafs  beads ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  fome  of  the  natives  came  on  board. 
The  Ihips  had  here  a  good  opportunity  of  taking 
in  a  fufficent  fupply  of  frefh  water,  which  pouring 
down  in  great  quantities  from  a  very  high  moun- 
tain, the  failors  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  place 
their  barrels  to  receive  it  under  the  fall  ol  the  water. 
There  were  alfo  vail  woods  of  lemon  trees,  which 
made  that  fruit  fo  cheap,  that  for  a  few  beads  and 
knives,  they  might  have  had  ten  thoufand.  On 
the  firfi  of  September,  they  anchored  before  a  fmall 
river,  and  landing  got  fome  lemons  and  palmettos, 
took  an  antelope  in  the  woods,  and  had  good  fuc- 
cefs  in  fifhing  On  the  3d,  the  mailer  brought  in 
a  great  (hoal  of  iilh  Ihaped  like  a  fhoemaker's  knife, 
and  as  many  lemons  as  came  to  150  for  every  man's 
fhare. 

Early  on  the  4th  they  failed  from  Sierra  Leona, 
and  the  next  day  were  extremely  furprized  with  a 
violent  ft  roke  given  the  lower  part  of  one  of  the 
fhips,  though  there  was  no  rock  for  them  to  run 
upon  ;  but  while  they  were  amufed  with  this  phe- 
nomenon, the  fea  about  them  began  to  change  its 
colour,  and  looked  as  if  Ibme  great  fountain  of 
blood  had  been  opened  into  it.  The  caufe  of 
thefe  events  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of,  till 
they  came  to  Port  Defire,  and  fet  the  fhip  upon 
the  ftrand  to  make  her  clean,  when  they  found  a 
large  horn  both  in  form  and  magnitude  refembling 
an  elephant's  tooth,  ilicking  fail  in  the  bottom  of 
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the  fliip.  It  was  a  firm  and  folid  body,  without 
any  cavity  or  fpungy  matter  in  the  middle  :  it  had 
pierced  through  three  very  ftout  planks  of  the 
Ihip,  and  raifed  one  of  her  ribs,  fo  that  it  ftuck  at 
lead  half  a  foot  deep  in  the  planks,  and  about  as 
much  appeared  without  the  hole,  up  to  the  place 
where  it  was  broken  off.  And  now  the  riddle  was 
completely  folved,  this  horn  being  the  fpoil  of  a 
filh  that  had  thus  rudely  affiiulted  the  (hip  with 
this  piercing  weapon ;  and  after  the  firft  thruft, 
not  being  able  to  draw  it  out  again,  had  there 
broken  it,  which  was  attended  with  fuch  a  plenti- 
ful effufion  of  blood,  that  it  had  difcoloured  the  fea. 

Having  now  failed  fo  far  that  none  on  board, 
except  the  mafler,  knew  where  they  were,  or 
whither  they  intended,  they,  upon  the  25th,  made 
known  their  defign,  of  difcovering  a  new  fouthern 
pafTage  into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean  ;  upon  which 
all  the  failors  feemed  highly  pleafed,  hoping  to 
find  fome  golden  country,  to  make  them  amends 
for  all  their  trouble  and  danger. 

On  the  yth  of  November  keeping  a  fouth  courfe, 
they  came  before  the  haven  of  Fort  Defire^  but 
failing  too  far  to  the  fouthward,  miffed  the  right 
channel,  and  entered  a  crooked  bay,  where  at  high 
tide  they  had  but  four  fathoms  and  a  half  v/ater ; 
by  which  means  the  Unity  lay  with  her  flern  faft 
a-ground,  and  if  a  brifk  gale  had  not  blown  from 
the  north-eaft,  fhe  would  have  been  infalh!bly  loft. 
Here  they  found  plenty  of  eggs  among  the  cliifs, 
and  the  bay  afforded  them  mufcles  and  fmelts  of 
fixteen  inches  in  length,  whence  they  gave  it  the 
name  of  Smelt  Bay  ;  and  the  fhallop  being  fent  to 
the  Penguin  Iflands,  returned  with  150  penguins, 
and  two  fea  lions. 

On  the  8th  they  failed  out  of  Smelt  Bay,  and 
entered  Port  Delire,  which  lies  in  47'^.  40.  fouth 
latitude;  but  after  a  little  more  than  a  league's 
failing  in  this  bay,  the  wmd  beginning  to  veer  about. 
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they  anchored  in  twenty  fathoms  water  ;  but  the 
bottom  being  only  flippery  ftones,  and  the  wind 
blowing  hard  at  north -weft,  their  anchors  could 
not  preferve  them  from  driving  upon  the  fouthern 
Ihore ;  fo  that  both  the  iliips  were  in  danger  of 
being  wrecked.  The  Unity  lay  with  her  fides 
upon  the  cliiFs,  but  the  Horn  ftuck  fo  that  her 
keel  was  above  a  fathom  out  of  the  water.  For 
fome  time  the  north-weft  wind  by  blowing  hard 
upon  her  fide,  kept  her  from  falling  over,  but  that 
fupport  being  gone,  ihe  funk  down  upon  that  fide 
at  leaft  three  feet  lower  than  her  keel,  and  yet  to 
the  furprize  of  every  one,  the  fucceeding  flood 
which  came  on  with  ftill  weather,  fet  her  up- 
right again,  and  both  ihe  and  her  companion  got 
clear  of  th  e  dan  ger . 

On  the  9th,  they  went  farther  into  the  river, 
and  came  to  King's  Ifiand,  which  they  found  full 
of  black  fea  mews,  and  aimoft  covered  with  their 
eggs  ;  a  man  without  ftraining  to  reach  might  have 
taken  between  fifty  and  fixty  nefts  with  his  hand, 
in  each  of  which  were  three  or  four  eggs  ;  fo  that 
they  were  foon  furniftied  with  fome  thoufands  of 
them.  Two  days  after  the  boat  went  in  fearch  of 
good  water  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  but  all 
they  found  was  of  a  brackifli  difagreeable  tafte. 
They  here  faw  oftriches,  and  beafts  refembling 
harts  that  were  extremely  wild,  and  had  remark- 
able long  necks,  and  upon  the  hills  they  found 
great  heaps  of  ftones,  under  which  fome  bodies  of 
a  monftrous  fize  had  been  interred,  as  they  judged 
from  the  length  of  the  bones  they  found. 

Some  days  after,  they  careened  the  Unity  upon 
King's  Ifland,  which  being  performed  very  fuc- 
cefsfully,  they  hauled  the  Horn  on  fliore,  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  placing  her  about  200  yards  from 
the  other  {hip;  but  while  they  were  bufy  in  clean- 
ing both  fliips,  a  fire  of  dry  reeds  being  placed 
under  the  Horn,  the  flame  got  into  that  veflTel,  and 
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fet  her  on  iire,  and  flie  being  fifty  feet  from  the 
water  fide,  the  men  were  unable  to  do  any  thing 
towards  extinguifliing  it,  by  which  means  Ihe 
was  confumed.  However  on  the  20th,  at  high 
water  they  launched  the  Unity,  and  the  next  day 
carried  on  board  her  every  thing  they  had  been 
able  to  fave  out  of  the  Horn. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  they  fetfail  from  Port 
Defire,  and  on  the  24th  faw  land,  ftretching  from 
'the  eaft  to  the  fouth,  with  very  high  hills  covered 
with  ice,  and  foon  after  other  land,  bearing  eaft 
from  it,  as  high  and  rugged  as  the  former.  Thefe 
lands  they  imagined  lay  near  eight  leagues  afun- 
der,  and  from  there  being  a  brilk  current,  that 
ran  by  them  to  the  fouthward,  imagined  there 
might  be  a  good  paflage  between  them^  they  there- 
fore made  up  to  this  opening,  when  they  faw  an 
incredible  number  of  penguins,  and  fuch  ihoals  of 
whales,  that  they  were  forced  to  proceed  with 
great  caution  for  fear  of  running  the  fhip  upon 
them. 

The  next  day  they  got  up  clofe  by  the  eaft  land, 
which  upon  the  north  fide  extends  eail  fouth -eaft 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  follow  it.  This  they  called 
Staten  Land  or  States  Land,  and  to  that  which 
lay  to  the  weft,  they  gave  the  name  of  Maurice 
Land.  They  obferved  that  there  were  good  roads, 
and  fandy  bays,  plenty  of  lifii,  porpoifes,  pen- 
guins, and  fome  forts  of  fowl,  but  the  adjacent 
land  feemed  quite  bare  of  trees  and  woods.  At 
their  entrance  into  this  paflage,  having  a  north 
wind,  they  brilkly  failed  to  the  fouthward,  and 
afterwards  to  the  fouth -v/eft,  meeting  with  pro- 
digious waves,  that  came  rolling  along  before  the 
wind.  This,  with  the  depth  of  the  water,  gave 
them  full  alTurance  that  the  great  South  Sea,  was 
now  before  them,  into  which  they  had  almoft  made 
their  way  by  a  paflage  of  their  own  difcovery.  The 
fea  mews  were  here  larger  than  fwans,  and  their 
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wings  when  extended  to  their  full  length,  fpread 
about  the  compafs  of  a  fathom.  They  would 
come  and  tamely  fit  down  upon  thelliip  andfufter 
themfelves  to  be  taken  with  the  hand,  without  any 
endeavours  to  fly  away. 

On  the  29th,  they  had  the  profpe6l  of  two  illands 
fet  round  with  cliiFs  lying  to  the  weft-ward,  to 
A\'hich  they  gave  the  name  of  Barnevelt's  liland, 
and  taking  a  north- weft  courfe  from  thence,  faw 
land  again,  which  was  high,  and  covered  with 
fnow,  and  ended  in  a  lliarp  point,  which  they  cal- 
led Cape  Horn.  They  now  held  their  courfe  to 
the  weftward,  with  a  ftrong  current,  yet  great  bil- 
lows rolled  upon  them  from  the  weft.  On  the  31  ft, 
they  palled  Cape  Horn,  and  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, plainly  difcovered  the  ftreights  of  Magellan, 
lying  to  the  eaft-ward,  and  being  now  certain  of 
their  having  made  a  new  and  happy  difcovery, 
their  general  joy  was  expreiled  by  every  perfon  on 
board  having  a  cup  of  wane,  which  went  three  times 
round  the  company ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
gave  to  the  new  found  paiTage  the  name  of  Streights 
le  Maire.  It  is  obfervable  that  all  the  time  of  their 
failing  through  thefe  ftreights,  and  about  the 
fouthern  land  now  ftrft  difcovered,  they  had  a  fet- 
tled courfe  of  bad  weather,  a  thick  and  foggy  air 
and  ftrong  currents.  All  which  added  together, 
made  their  failing  in  thefe  ftreights  very  tedious. 
But  the  joy  of  this  difcovery,  the  hopes  of  farther 
improvements,  with  the  comforts  of  the  bottle, 
helped  to  remove  the  fenfe  of  that  tedious  run, 
and  the  dangers  they  had  entertained. 

On  the  28th,  they  refolved  to  fail  for  the  iflands 
of  Juan  Fernandes,  in  order  to  give  thofe  who 
were  fick  and  weary  proper  refreihments ;  they 
faw  thefe  iilands  on  the  ftrft  of  March.  The  road 
of  the  larger  lies  on  theeaft  point,  and  they  ftiaped 
their  courfe  to  the  weftern  line  of  it,  by  which 
means  they  were  reduced  to  the  inconvenience  of 
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not  being  able  to  get  near  enough  the  land  to  an- 
chor. This  made  them  difpatch  their  boat  to  found 
the  depth,  which  returned   with   an   account  of 
there  being  good  anchoring,  and  of  their  having 
feen  a  very  lovely  valley  full  of  trees  and  thickets, 
refrefhed  with  Itreams  of  water  running  down  from 
the  hills,  and  variety  of  animals  grazing.     They 
brought  great  plenty  of  filh  along  with  them,  the 
greateft  number  of  which  were  lobfters  and  crabs, 
and  obferved  that  they  had  feen  a  great  many  feals. 
The  two  following  days,  they  repeated  their  at- 
tempt to  anchor  clofe  by  the  land  ;  but  all  their 
endeavours  were  ineiFe6tual.     The  men  however 
Hill  continued  filhing,  in  which  they  had  fuch  fuc- 
cefs  that  they  took   almoft  two  tons  of  fiih  with 
only  hooks,  in  the  fmall  time  in  which  fome  of 
the  company  went  to  fetch  water.    At  laft  finding 
the  ifland  thus  inacceffible,  they  refolved  to  purfue 
their  voyage- 
On  the  3d  of  April,  when  they  got  into  1^^.  12. 
the  men  from  having  a  good  ftate  of  health  were 
feized  with  the  flux,   but  at  the  fame  time  they  faw 
a  little  low  ifland  at  three  leagues  diftance,  which 
they  got  up  to  about  noon,  but  could  find  no  bot- 
tom, and  therefore  fent  out  the  fliallop.  The  men 
who  went  on  fliore  found  no  other  refrefliment  but 
fome  herbs  that  tafted  like  fcurvy  grafs  ;  they  ob- 
ferved a  very  filent  fort  of  dogs  on  the  ifland,  that 
could  neither  bark,  fnarl,  or  make  any  other  noife, 
for  which  reafon  they  called  it  Dog  Ifland.    It  lies 
in  15^  12.  and  they  judged  it  to  be  925;  leagues 
diftant  from  the  coaft  of  Peru. 

On  the  14th,  failing  to  the  weft  ward  they  faw  a 
large  low  ifland,  and  at  fun-fet  being  about  a  league 
from  it,  an  Indian  canoe  advanced  to  meet  them. 
The  men  who  were  naked,  had  long  black  hair, 
and  their  bodies  were  of  a  reddifli  colour.  They 
made  figns  to  the  Dutch  to  come  on  fliore,  and 
VOL  II.  Y  y 
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called  to  them  in  their  language,  and  though  the 
t)utch  anlweied  them  in  their  own,  the  Spanifh, 
Moluccan,  and  Javan  tongues,  yet  the  Indians 
couid  not  underftand  them.  When  they  got  up 
to  the  ifland,  they  ftill  found  no  bottom,  and  no 
change  of  water,  though  they  were  within  a  mufket 
fhot  of  the  fhore.  Here  the  Indians  and  they  had 
Another  unintelligible  conference  ;  but  not  all  the 
figns  made  by  the  Dutch  could  prevail  on  them  to 
come  on  board,  nor  would  the  Dutch  go  on  ihore 
to  them,  though  they  ftill  kept  talking  and  point- 
ing to  one  another.  Therefore  leaving  thefe  people 
they  iteered  to  the  fouthward,  and  having  made  ten 
leagues  that  night,  failed  in  the  morning  clofe 
^long  by  the  fliore,  on  which  many  of  thefe  naked 
people  were  ftanding,  ajid  feemed  calling  ta  them 
to  land.  Soon  after,  one  of  the  canoes  put  off  to- 
wards the  fhip,  but  though  the  men  would  not 
come  near  it,  they  ventured  up  to  the  ffiallop, 
v;hen  the  Dutch  gave  them  beads  and  knives,  and 
leveral  other  things,  with  which  they  were  highly 
•pleafed  ;  and  this  at  laft  emboldened  them  to  come 
a  little  nearer  the  fhip,  though  they  would  not 
go  on  board,  but  got  back  into  the  fhallop.  In- 
deed  they  did  notfeem  to  have  any  great  reafon  for 
deiiring  their  company,  for  they  appeared  to  be 
entirely  void  or  honefty,  and  were  fo  fond  of  iron, 
that  they  ftole  fome  nails  that  lay  in  the  cabbin 
window.  When  the  Dutch  gave  them  wine,  they 
drank  the  liquor  and  kept  the  cup,  and  when  they 
threw  a  rope  to  bring  them  to  the  (hip,  they  would 
neither  ufe  the  rope  nor  return  it.  In  fhort,  what- 
ever they  laid  their  hands  on  they  confidered  as 
their  own,  nor  was  there  any  way  of  recovering  it, 
without  making  ufe  of  force.  Thefe  people  were 
entirely  naked,  except  wearing  a  fmall  mat  round 
the  waifi:;  and  what  feemed  very  lingular,  and 
gave  them  a  very  odd  appearance,  their  Ikins  were 
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all  over  painted  with  the  reprefentation  of  fnakes, 
dragons,   and  the  like  reptiles. 

The  Dutch  being  difpofed  to  try  if  any  thing 
was  to  be  got  on  the  ifland,  fent  the  iliallop  with 
eight  mufketeers,  and  others  of  the  iliip's  company 
on  fnore^  hut  they  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  30 
of  the  natives  niihed  out  of  a  wood,  armed  with 
great  ciubs,  long  (laves,  and  flings,  and  attempted 
to  feize  the  fhaiiop,  but  the  muiketeers  firing 
among  them  they  fled.  This  ifland  they  called 
The  iiland  without  Ground,  from  their  not  being 
able  to  anchor  near  it.  It  is  not  broad,  but  fome- 
thing  long  and  fsili  of  trees,  which  they  fuppofed 
to  be  cocoas  and  palmettos.  It  lies  in  15^.  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  about  100  leagues  from  Dog  ifland. 

Finding  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  here,  they 
lleered  to  the  weft  ward,  and  on  the  i6th  came  to 
another  ifland  at  15^.  difl:ance.  It  was  very  low 
land,  with  many  trees  growing  on  its  fides,  but 
they  here  found  no  food  -except  a  few  herbs  like 
thofe  in  Dog  Ifland,  with  fome  crabs  and  other 
fkell  fifli.  It  however  afforded  them  good  frelh 
v^ater,  which  they  found  in  a  pit  near  the  fhore, 
and  the  pottage  they  made  of  the  herbs  gathered 
there,  was  of  great  fervice  to  thofe  who  were  trou- 
bled with  the  flux.  This  they  called  Water  Ifland, 
from  its  furniihing  them  with  a  f^ppiy  of  water. 

On  the  1 8th,  they  reached  another  ifland  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouth  wefl:,  at  above  20  leagues  diiiance 
from  Water  Ifland^  and  the  boat  being  fent  to 
found  the  depth,  found  a  bottom,  by  a  point  of 
land,  near  which  was  a  gentle  ftream  of  water. 
Upon  this  the  empty  caflis  were  lent  in  the  boat, 
but  after  the  men  had  taken  great  pains  in  landing, 
they  were  frightened  away  at  the  light  of  one  of  tlie 
natives;  when  getting  into  their  boat  there  ap- 
peared five  or  fix  more  of  the  Indians  upon  the 
fliore,  who  finding  they  were  gone  oif,  ibon  re- 
turned into  "the  woods.     But  thotigh  they  efcaped 
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from  the  natives,  of  whom  they  were  under  great 
appreheniions,  they  had  other  very  troubleibme 
enemies,  that  ftuck  very  clofe  to  them,  of  which 
they  brought  many  millions  along  with  them  out 
ofthevioods:  Thefe  were  a  fort  of  black  flies,  of 
which  there  were  fuch  prodigious  fwarms,  that  the 
men  returned  covered  with  them  from  head  to  foot. 
Their  hands  and  feet  were  ib  befet  with  them,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  form  a  judgment  of  their  com- 
plexion, and  their  clothes  were  fo  entirely  hidden 
by  the  multitudes  of  thefe  infedts,  that  they  com- 
pofed  a  kind  of  living  apparel.     Befides,  their  very 
boat  and  oars  were  all  over  in  the  fame  drefs  as 
themfelves;  fo  that   when    they  came   back,  .the 
plague  of  flies  began  to  rage  in  the  fhip,  and  every 
man  was  employed  in  defending  his  face  and  eyes 
as  well  as  he  could  ;  for  it  was  difficult  for  any  of 
them  to  open  their  mouths  either  to  fpeak  or  eat, 
without   taking  in  a   mouthful   of  them.      This 
dreadful  perfecution  lafted  about  three  or  four  days, 
during  which  the  men  were  employed  in  killing 
them  with  fly-flaps,  which  did  fuch  execution,  that 
within  this  time  their  fuflerings  were  at  an  end,  and 
few  of  the  flies  left  to  torment  them.  To  this  place 
they  gave  the  name  of  Fly  Ifland,  and  by  the  help 
of  a  good  gale  left  it  as  faft  as  they  could. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  they  were  in  15*^.  20.  fouth 
latitude,  and  guelfed  they  were  15 10  leagues  from 
the  coaft  of  Peru,  when  they  perceived  a  bark 
failing  towards  them,  which  they  went  to  meet, 
and  gave  her  a  gun  or  two  to  make  her  ftrike ;  but 
thofe  in  the  bark  not  underflanding  the  language 
of  the  guns,  the  Dutch  fent  their  fhailop  with  ten 
niufqueteers,  to  take  hei  ;  upon  which  flie  endea- 
voured to  make  her  efcape,  but  the  fhailop  inter- 
cepting her,  fome  of  her  men  threw  themfelves  and 
their  goods  overboard;  but  when  the  fliallop 
boarded  her,  thofe  who  were  left  made  not  the 
leaft  refinance^  but  quietly  furrendered  to  the  con- 
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querorSj  who  ufed  them  very  kindly^  dreiTed  their 
wounds,  faved  the  lives  of  fome  who  had  leaped 
into  the  fea,  and  entertained  all  of  them  in  the  Ihip. 
There  were  about   twenty-three  of  thefe  people, 
among  whom  were  eight  women  and  feverai  chil- 
dren.    They  were  of  a  reddilh  complexion,  and 
had  no  other  covering  except  round  the  wailu 
The  men  had  long  curled  black  hair,  while  that 
of  the  women  was  (hort,  and  they  all  appeared 
remarkable    for   their    neatnefs    and   clean iinefs. 
Their  bark  was  of  a  peculiar  figure  and  itru6ture, 
it  confifting  only  of  two  canoes  faftened  together, 
with  feverai  planks  laid  acrofs  from  one  canoe  to 
the  other,  hanging  over  a  good  way  on  both  iides, 
and  being  made  very  faft  and  clofe  above.     At  the 
end  of  one  of  the  canoes  was  a  malt,  with  a  fail  made 
of  mats.     They  had  no  compafs  nor  charts,  nor 
any  other  furniture  for  the  fea,  but  a  few  filhiiig 
hooks,  the  upper  part  of  which  was  ftonCj  and  the 
other  black  bone,  tortoifeihell,  or  mother  of  pearl. 
They  had  no  occalion  for  a  lading  of  frelh  water, 
for  they  quenched  their  thirft  with  the  liquor  of  a 
few  cocoa  nuts.     The  Dutch  fent  theai  all  back  to 
their  veilel,  where  the  women  exprelFed  their  joy 
by  embracing  their  hufbands,  and  then  they  failed 
away  to  the  iouth  eaft. 

On  the  iich,  they  came  up  with  a  very  high 
ifiand,  and  about  two  leagues  farther  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  found  another  which  was  much  lower. 
About  this  time  another  of  the  fame  kind  of  bnrks 
came  up  to  them,  which  had  a  loofe  canoe  on  board 
to  put  out  upon  occaiion,  and  this  veUel  failed  fo 
faft,  that  few  Dutch  fhips  could  outftrip  her. 
Sending  their  (hallop  to  found  by  one  of  the  iflands, 
they  call  anchor  at  about  a  cannon  (hot  from  the 
fhore,  though  the  natives  by  their  ligns  directed 
them  to  go  to  the  other  iiland,  aiid  Micd  thither 
before  them. 
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The  iirft  of  thefe  i (lands,  which  is  lituated  in 
16^.  10.  is  one  entire  mountain  ;  it  refenibles  the 
IvIoJuccas,  and  being  covered  with  cocoa  trees, 
they  gave  it  the  name  of  Cocoa  liland.  1  he  other 
is  much  lower,  but  of  greater  length.  While  they 
Vv'cre  at  anchor,  there  came  three  large  veiTels, 
and  nine  or  ten  canoes  with  three  or  four  men  in 
each,  fome  of  them  hanging  out  white  fiags  ;  in 
which  they  were  imitated  by  the  Dutch.  Thefe 
canoes  were  flat  at  one  end  and  fharp  at  the  other. 
They  were  each  of  them  hewn  out  of  a  folid  piece 
of  red  wood,  and  were  remarkable  for  the  fwiftr 
iiefs  with  which  they  failed.  Many  of  the  natives 
on  their  approaching  the  Dutch  fhip,  leaped  into 
the  water  with  their  hands  full  of  cocoas,  and  ubes 
roots,  which  they  bartered  for  nails  and  beads, 
giving  four  or  five  cocoas  for  a  nail,  or  a  irnall 
Itring  of  beads.  But  this  trade  inducing  fo  many 
of  the  natives  to  come  on  board  that  the  Dutch 
fcarcely  knew  how  to  ftir  in  the  ihip,  they  fent  the 
ihailop  to  the  other  illand  in  fearch  of  a  more  con- 
venient ftation.  But  the  fl^iallop  was  fcarcely  out 
when  Pne  was  furrounded  by  a  vaft  number  of 
canoes,  tilled  with  a  njad  fort  of  people  armed  with 
great  clubs,  who  immediately  boarded  her  and 
attacked  the  men,  when  firing  upon  thefe  favages, 
they  laughed  without  (hewing  the  lead:  apprehen- 
lion  ;  but  one  of  them  being  (hot  through  the  bread 
at  the  next  difcharge,  they  took  care  for  the  future 
to  keep  at  a  greater  difiance.  Thefe  men  were  lulty 
and  well  proportioned.  They  were  excellent  fv^ini- 
niers,  yet  were  not  only  thiievifii,  but  appeared  very 
fantafdcal  in  drelling  their  hair,  which  (bme  wore 
fiiort,  and  others  long  ;  fome  had  it  curled,  and 
others  platted  and  folded  up  in  feveral  falhions. 

The  next  day  they  came  again  with  their  canoes 
laden  with  cocoas,  bananas,  ubes  roots,  hogs  and 
frefii  water,  when  there  was  a  great  contention 
among  iheni  who  ilipuid  get  firil  to  the  Ihip,  and 
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thofe  who  were  behind  being  (hut  out  by  thofe  who 
got  before  them,  jumped  into  the  water  wrih 
bunches  of  cocoas  in  tneir^  mouths,  and  diving 
under  their  canoes,  climbed  up  the  fides  of  the  Ihip 
like  fb  many  rats,  in  fuch  fwarms,  that  they  were 
forced  to  keep  them  off  with  Ihives  ;  however,  the 
Dutch  bartered  with  them  thatday  for  1200  cocoas. 
Tiie  natives  were  much  lurprifed  at  the  llrength  ot 
the  Hiip,  and  to  try  it  fome  of  them  crept  under  it^ 
and  beat  upon  its  bottom  with  ftones. 

Mean  while  the  king  fent  the  commander  a 
prefent  of  a  black  hog,  charging  the  meiienger  to 
take  no  reward,  and  foon  after  came  himfeif  in  a 
large  veifel,  attended  with  35  canoes;  being  come 
near  the  Dutch  Ihip,  he  began  to  call  aloud,  and 
his  example  was  followed  by  all  who  accompanied 
him,  this  being  their  manner  of  bidding  ilrangers 
welcome.  The  Dutch  received  them  with  tru«i» 
pets  and  drums,  with  which  they  were  both 
pleafed  and  furprifed,  when  to  lliew  their  fenfe  of 
the  honour  done  them,  they  bowed  and  clapped 
their  hands  over  their  heads.  The  king  thi?n  lent 
the  Dutch  a  prefent,  which  they  returned  with  a 
gift  of  an  old  hatchet,  fome  rully  nails,  glafs 
beads,  and  a  piece  of  linen  cloth,  which  his  ma- 
jefty  received  with  a  low  bow,  and  feemed  much 
pleafed  with  them.  He  was  only  to  bediilinguiihed 
from  his  fubje6ls,  by  the  reverence  they  ihewed 
him,  for  both  he  and  they  being  entirely  naked, 
he  had  no  enlign  of  dignity.  He  however  would 
not  be  perfuaded  to  go  on  board,  though  hisfon 
did,  and  was  well  entertained. 

On  the  13th  at  noon,  the  Dutch  veiTel  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  fleet  of  23  flrips  and  45  canoes,  in 
which  were  no  lefs  than  feven  or  800  men.  The 
king  himfeif  commanded  the  fleet.  But  though 
they  at  firft  pretended  to  come  only  with  a  view 
of  trade,  and  attempted  by  their  figns  to  make 
them  fail  to  the  other  ifiand,  where  they  would. find 
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much  better  accommodations,    yet  the  Dutch  fuf- 
pecting   fome   mifchief,  put  themfelves   on  their 
guard,  and  indeed  not  without  juft  caufe,  for  the 
Indians  furrounding  the  Ihip  on  ail  fides,  gave  a 
great  cry,  and  began  the  attack.     The  king's  (liip 
was  the  foremoii    in   the  action,  and  rufned  with 
fuch  force  at  the  Dutch  fhip,  that  the  heads  of  two 
canoes,  which  lay   before  it  were  dafhed  to  pieces 
with  the  violence  of  the  fhock,  while  the  reft  came 
on  as   well  as  they    could,  throwing  a  (liower  of 
Hones;  but  the  Dutch  difcharging  their  mufkets, 
and  three   great  guns  loaded    with   mufket  fhot 
and  nails,  all  in  the  canoes,  who  lay  within  reach 
of  the  guns,  w  ere  glad  to  feek  for  fafety,  by  leap- 
ing into  the  water,  and  the  reft  endeavoured    to 
efcape  as  well  as  they  could.     From  this  inftance 
of  treachery,  committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lower  of  the  two  iflands,  they  gave  it  the  name  of 
Traitors  I  {land. 

They  fet  fail  the  fame  day,  and  continuing  their 
courfe  to  the  weftw^ard,  came  on  the  14th  to  ano- 
ther illand,  thirty  leagues  diftance  from  the  former. 
This  they  called  Hope  I  (land,  from  the  hopes 
they  entertained  of  its  furniftiing  them  with  fome 
refrefhmeut  ;  but  finding  no  ground,  they  fent 
their  ftiallopto  found  along  the  fhore,  which  re- 
turned with  the  news  of  their  beinga  ftony  bottom 
at  forty  fathoms  water,  about  a  mufket  Ihot  from 
the  fhore.  Hither  the  Indians  came  in  ten  or 
twelve  canoes,  with  a  fmall  number  of  flying  fifh, 
for  which  they  had  beads  in  exchange,  and  what- 
ever the  one  gave  or  the  other  received,  was  con- 
veyed by  a  rope  let  down  by  the  ftern  of  the  ihip. 
Mean  while  the  ftiallop  being  employed  in  found- 
ing at  fome  diftance,  others  of  the  natives  olFered 
to  board  her,  and  carry  her  off;  but  the  failors 
gave  them  fo  warm  a  reception,  with  their  guns, 
pikes,  and  cutlaffes,  that  having  feen  t\^o  of  their 
companions  killed,  they  were  glad  to  hurry  away 
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as  fall  as  they  could.  This  iiland  was  full  of  black 
clitfs,  whofe  tops  were  covered  with  vegetables, 
and  was  well  ftocked  with  cocoa  trees.  There  were 
feveral  houfes  along  the  lea  lide,  and  a  great  vil- 
lage clofe  by  the  ftrand;  but  finding  no  convenient 
anchoring,  Mr.  Schovten  left  it,  and  failed  to  the 
fouth-weit. 

Two  days  after  their  leaving  Hope  Iiland,  Mr. 
Schovten  obferved  to  the  officers,  that  they  were 
now  at  lead  1600  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  the 
coaft  of  Peru,  and  as  they  h^d  not  yet  difcovered 
any  part  of  the  fouth  land  they  had  expelled, 
there  was  no  probability  of  their  now  doing  it. 
That  they  had  failed  much  farther  to  the  weft  ward 
than  was  firft  intended,  and  if  they  proceeded  in 
the  courfe  they  had  hitherto  purfued,  they  iliould 
certainly  fall  to  the  fouthward  of  New  Guinea, 
where  if  they  found  no  paifage  they  muft  inevit- 
ably be  loft,  iince  it  w^ould  be  impoflible  to  fail 
back  to  the  eaftward,  on  account  of  the  eafterly 
winds  that  blew  continually,  whence  he  propofed 
that  they  fliould  fail  northward,  fo  as  to  reach  the 
north  of  New  Guinea.  This  propofal  was  immedi- 
ately embraced,  and  it  was  determined  to  hold  a 
north -weft  courfe. 

On  the  19th,  they  obferved  two  iftands  at  about 
eight  leagues  diftance,  which  feemed  to  be  a  cannon 
fiiot  from  each  other.  On  the  21ft,  being  about 
a  league  from  the  land,  they  were  vifited  by  two 
canoes,  and  though  they  gave  them  no  manner  of 
provocation,  were  rudely  infulted  by  ibme  of  the 
people,  who  began  to  fhout,  and  threatened  to 
dart  their  wooden  aflagayas  at  them,  upon  which 
the  Dutch  difcharged  two  of  their  guns,  and  kill- 
ing two  of  thefe  Indians,  the  reft  fled  with  the 
utmoft  hafte  and  confufion. 

On  the  22d,  more  of  the  Indians  came  to  the 
drip,  hut  behaved  in  a  very  friendly  and  peaceable 
manner,  bringing  cocoas,  ubes  roots,  and  roafted 
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hogs,  which  they  exchanged  for  knives,  beads, 
and  nails.  Thefe  people  were  as  expert  in  fwim- 
rnhig  and  diving  as  thofe  of  Traitors  IHand,  and  as 
well  verfed  in  fiealing,  which  they  always  praclifed 
whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.  Their  houfes, 
uhich  ftood  along  the  ftrand,  were  covered  on  the 
top  with  leaves,  and  had  a  kind  of  penthoufe  of 
the  fame  materials,  to  carrv  off  the  water.  Thefe 
edifices,  which  were  ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  and 
twenty-five  in  compafs,  were  furnifhed  with  no- 
thing but  a  bed  of  dry  herbs,  an  angling  rod  or 
twOj  and  a  great  club  ;  and  the  hoi.fe  where  the 
king  hinifelf  relided,  had  no  other  furniture. 

On  the  24th,  Mr.  Schovten  lent  three  of  his 
principal  officers  to  eflablifh  a  friend fliip  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  Hay  on  fhore  as  hoftages  in  the 
room  of  fix  Indians  of  diftin6tion,  who  went  on 
board,  and  were  made  very  welcome  ;  while  the 
Dutch  on  fliore  were  treated  by  the  king  with  veiy 
great  refpc<?l:.  He  made  them  a  prefent  of  four 
hogs,  and  if  any  of  his  people  came  near  the 
Dutch  boat  to  difturb  them,  while  they  were 
taking  in  water,  he  would  drive  them  aw^y  him- 
felf,  or  order  fome  of  his  men  to  do  it.  For  his 
fubje6ls  fiood  in  very  great  awe  of  him,  and  vv^ere 
afraid  of  his  being  acquainted  with  any  of  their 
crimes  :  for  one  of  them  having  ftole  a  cutlafs,  and 
complaint  being  made  to  one  of  the  king's  officers,, 
the  thief  was  purfued  and  feverely  drubbed,  be- 
lides  being  forced  to  make  reftitution.  The  officer 
fignified  that  he  came  off  very  well  too  ;  for  if  the 
king  had  known  it,  he  would  certainly  have  loft 
his  head. 

Thefe  people  were  extremely  frightened  at  the 
noife  of  the  guns,  and  whenever  they  were  dif- 
charged  would  fly  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 
The  king  however  had  a  defire  to  hear  one  of 
the  great  guns,  and  for  that  purpofe  was  feated 
under  a  canopy,  w  ith  fome  of  his  favourites  about 
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him  in  great  order  ;  but  upon  the  difcharge  of  the 
gun,  ^  he  leaped  from  his  feat,  and  began  running 
into  the  woods,  with  all  his  courtiers  after  him, 
while  the  Dutch  were  unable  to  flop  them,  by  all 
the  friendly  figns  they  could  make. 

On  the  25th  and  26th,  they  again  went  on  fhore 
to  barter  for  hogs,  but  could  obtain  none,  for  the 
Indians  had  only  a  few  of  them  left.  The  king- 
however  continued  to  treat  them  with  the  fame 
kindnefs  and  refpedl  as  before,  and  both  he  and 
his  principal  attendant  pulled  off  their  caps  of  fea- 
thers, and  placed  them  upon  the  heads  of  two  ol: 
the  company.  Thefe  caps  were  made  of  white, 
red,  and  green  feathers,  furniflied  them  by  their 
parrots  and  doves,  which  laft  are  white  upon  the 
back,  and  black  every  where  elfe  except  upon  the 
breaft.  Every  one  of  the  king's  council  had  one  of 
thefe  doves  fitting  by  them  upon  a  ftick. 

On  the  28th,  they  had  got  all  their  water  on 
board,  when  Mr.  Schovten  and  fome  of  the  offi- 
cers went  on  (liore  with  the  trumpets,  the  mufic  of 
which  afforded  the  king  great  delight.  Though  this 
prince  treated  them  with  great  refpe61:,  he  feemed 
afraid  of  their  having  entertained  a  defign  of  ftay- 
ing  in  his  country,  and  let  them  know,  that  if 
they  would  go  in  two  days  time,  he  would  give 
them  ten  hogs,  and  a  confiderable  number  of 
cocoas,  yet  notwithftanding  his  fufpicions,  he  paid 
them  a  viliton  board.  His  men  behaved  with  the 
utmoftfubmiffion  to  the  Dutch,  and  with  all  the 
tokens  of  awe  and  fear,  frequently  kided  their  feet 
and  placed  them  upon  their  necks. 

On  the  30th,  the  king  had  a  vifit  from  the 
fovereign  ot  the  other  iiland,  who  came  with  a 
train  of  300  naked  Indians,  who  had  bunches  of 
green  herbs  (luck  round  their  waifts,  and  brought, 
to  infure  his  welcome,  iixteen  hogs.  When  thefe 
two  princes  came  in  light  of  each  other^  they 
bowed,  and  muttered  fomething   to  themfelves ; 
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and  on  their  meeting,  both  fell  with  their  faces 
flat  upon  the  ground,  and  after  uiing  feveral 
llrange  geftures,  walked  to  the  feats  prepared  for 
them,  where  again  muttering  to  themfelvcs,  they 
bowed  to  each  other,  and  then  fat  down  under  a 
canopy.  The  prince  of  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
welcome  the  ftranger,  fent  a  meiienger  to  acquaint 
the  Dutch  that  he  wanted  their  mufic,  which  they 
underfianding,  came  on  fhore  with  their  drums 
and  trumpets,  with  which  the  two  kings  were 
highly  delighted.  After  this,  preparations  were 
made  for  a  banquet,  when  a  company  of  men  came 
in  with  a  good  quantity  of  cana,  an  herb  of  which 
they  make  their  drink,  and  each  of  them  having 
taken  a  mouthful,  they  for  fome  time  chewed  it 
together,  and  then  put  it  into  a  wooden  trough, 
poured  water  upon  it,  and  having  ftirred  and 
llrained  it,  prefented  this  llrange  kind  of  liquor  in 
cups  to  their  two  kings,  and  very  civilly  offered 
fome  of  it  to  the  Dutch,  who  declined  tailing  of 
it.  The  other  part  of  the  entertainment  conlilted 
of  ubes  roots  roafted,  and  hogs  dreifed  after  the 
fojlpwingftrange  manner:  They  had  ripped  up  the 
bellies  and  taken  out  the  entrails,  and  then  put- 
ting in  hot  ftones,  and  fingeing  off  the  outiide  hair, 
they  were  without  any  further  preparations  fit  for 
the  king's  table.  Two  of  thefe  hogs  were  alfo  pre- 
fented to  the  Dutch  with  all  the  form  and  ceremony 
whi.h  they  ufed  to  their  kings,  putting  them  firit 
upon  their  heads,  and  then  kneeling  with  much 
humility,  they  left  them  at  their  feet.  They 
alfo  gave  them  eleven  more  that  were  alive,  for 
which  they  received  a  prefent  of  knives,  old  nails 
and  beads. 

Thefe  people  were  of  a  dark  yellow  complexion, 
had  ftrong  and  well  proportioned  bodies,  and  were 
fo  tall  that  the  largeft  among  the  Dutch  was  equal 
in  ftature  only  to  the  leaft  of  them.  Some  of  them 
wore  their  hair  curled,  others  had  it  tied  up  in 
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knots,  and  others  again  had  it  {landing  upright 
like  briftles.  That  of  the  king  and  fome  of  his 
courtiers  was  very  long,  hanging  down  below  their 
hips,  but  the  women  were  cropped  clofe,  and  were 
very  difagreeable  figures  ;  they  were  (iiort  and  ili- 
fliaped,  with  long  hanging  breafts,  and  both  fexes 
were  naked  from  the  waiil  upwards.  Thele  people 
live  upon  what  the  earth  fpontaneouily  produces, 
without  the  labour  of  agriculture,  or  the  care  of 
attending  cattle.  To  this  place  the  Dutch  gave 
the  name  of  Horn  Ifland,  and  to  the  harbour  where 
they  anchored,  they  gave  that  of  Unity  Bay. 

On  the  ift  of  June  they  let  fail,  but  made  no  land 
until  the  21ft,  when  they  came  up  to  a  very  low 
iOand,  in  4^^,  47.  fouth  latitude,  near  which  were 
feveral  fand  banks,  and  three  or  four  fmaller  i Hands 
very  full  of  trees.  Here  they  were  vidced  by  a 
canoe,  the  people  in  which  were  blacker  than  thole 
they  had  feen  before,  and  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  which  were  the  firft  they  had  obierved 
among  the  Indians  of  the  South  Seas.  Theie 
people  told  them  by  ligns,  that  there  was  more 
land  and  good  conveniences  for  (hipping  to  the 
weftward,  where  their  king  dwelt;  upon  which 
they  again  held  a  wefterly  courfe,  and  the  next  day 
faw  twelve  or  thirteen  iflands  clofe  to  each  other. 
On  the  24th  they  (aw  three  low  iflands,  lying  to 
the  fouth -weft,  one  of  which  was  very  fnsail,  and 
the  others  only  two  miles  long.  Theie  they  called 
the  Green  Iflands.  They  were  furrounded  with 
cliffs,  and  had  no  convenience  for  anchorin^r. 

The  next  day  they  obferved  another  ifland,  upon 
which  they  faw  feven  or  eight  huts,  and  that  being 
St.  John  the  Baptift's  day,  they  called  it  St.  John  s 
Ifland.  At  this  time  they  obferved  a  very  high 
land  to  the  fouth -weft,  which  they  imagined  was 
the  point  of  New  Guinea,  this  they  reached  by 
noon,  and  finding  no  anchoring  fent  the  ihallop  to 
found,  but  no  bottom  could  be  difcovered.     Here 
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two  or  three  canoes  filled  with  a  barbarous  fort  of 
people,  aliaiilted  the  (liailop  with  flings,  but  the 
Dutch  firing  upon  them,  they  appeared  greatly 
terrined  and  foon  difperfed.  They  were  of  a  very 
dark  complexion,  entirely  naked,  and  fpoke  a  lan- 
guage quite  difFerent  from  the  other.  They  kept 
lires  upon  the  coaft  all  that  night,  and  fome  of 
them  in  their  canoes  came  lurking  about  the  (hip, 
which  the  Dutch  no  fooncr  difcovered  than  they 
ftrove  to  oblige  them  ;  yet  they  would  underftand 
none  of  the  ligns  by  which  they  endeavoured  to 
let  them  know  that  they  were  in  want  of  provi- 
fions,  but  all  the  anfwer  they  made,  confilled  in 
horrible  noifes  and  outcries. 

The  Unity  came  to  an  anchor  that  night,  in  a 
bay  which  had  45  fathoms  water,  where  the  coun- 
try was  high  and  green,  and  afforded  a  pleafant 
profpect.  This  bay  they  fuppcfed  to  be  1840 
leagues  diftant  from  Peru 

On  the  26th  in  the  morning,  three  canoes  came 
lip  to  the  ihip  filled  with  thefe  favages,  who  were 
all  armed  with  clubs,  wooden  fwords  and  flings; 
but  though  the  Dutch  ftill  treated  them  kindly, 
and  gave  them  feveral  toys  to  procure  their  favour, 
or  at  lead  peace  and  freedom  from  any  difturbance, 
they  loon  found  that  they  were  not  to  be  conquered 
by  kindnefs,  nor  taught  good  manners  by  any 
thing  but  the  great  gu.ns ;  for  they  affaulted  the 
fliip  with  all  their  force,  and  continued  the  attack 
until  10  or  12  of  them  were  killed  by  the  cannon 
fl:iot,  when  they  leaped  into  the  water,  and  began 
to  fwim  for  their  lives;  but  the  Dutch  purfuing 
them  in  the  fliallop,  knocked  fome  on  the  head, 
took  three  prifoners,  and  four  canoes,  which  they 
broke  in  pieces,  and  ufed  in  the  fliip  for  firewood. 
The  feverity  of  this  treatment  made  the  natives  of 
the  ifland  more  attentive  to  the  figns  made  by  the 
Dutch,  who  therefore  brought  hogs  and  bananas 
to  ranfom  the  prifoners,  giving  ten  hogs  for  one 
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peiTon.  In  this  ifland  were  birds  that  were  entirely 
red. 

On  the  28th  in  the  evening,  they  again  fet  fliil, 
and  the  next  day  faw  three  high  illands  to  the 
north  of  the  former.  On  the  30th  in  the  morning, 
feveral  canoes  of  very  fwarthy  Indians,  came  up 
to  the  ihip,  and  being  allowed  to  go  on  board, 
broke  ftaves  over  the  heads  of  the  Dutch,  as  a  fign 
of  peace.  Their  canoes  were  neater  than  the 
others,  and  the  people  appeared  more  civil  and 
modeft,  wearing  a  covering  about  the  waill,  which 
the  others  did  not.  They  aifo  rubbed  their  black 
hair  with  chalk,  which  made  it  appear  as  if  pow- 
dered. They  pretended  to  be  fo  poor  that  inilead 
of  bringing  any  thing  to  the  Ihip,  they  came  to 
beg,  and  yet  the  three  illands  from  whence  they 
came  afforded  great  plenty  of  cocoas. 

On  the  ill  of  July,  in  the  morning,  the  Unity 
call  anchor  between  an  illand  two  miles  long,  and 
the  main  land  of  New  Guinea,  and  was  foon  fur- 
rounded  with  25  armed  canoes,  fuppofed  to  be  fil- 
led with  people  of  the  fame  illands  as  thofe,  who 
the  day  before  had,  in  token  of  peace,  broken 
their  ftaves  over  their  heads.  Two  of  thefe  fiximr 
themfelves  upon  two  anchors  faftened  their  girdles 
to  them,  and  began  to  tug  the  fliip,  thinking  to 
draw  her  on  iliore,  while  the  reft  attacked  her  lides 
with  their  flings  and  other  weapons ;  but  the 
Dutch  firing  upon  them  with  their  great  guns, 
forced  them  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  killed,  and  a  much  greater  number 
wounded. 

After  this  engagement,  the  Dutch  again  fet 
fiiil,  and  on  the 4th  palled  by  23  other  iOands,  fonie 
of  them  a  league,  and  others  not  more  than  a  can- 
non (hot  diitant  from  each  other.  On  the  6th  they 
obferved  a  very  high  mountain  to  the  fouth-welf, 
which  they  fuppofed  to  be  Greemenadl  in  Banda  ; 
but  on  a  nearer  approach  diicovered  three  more 
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lying  to  the  north,  at  about  fix  or  leven  leagues 
ciiltance.  The  next  day  they  found  fome  of  thefe 
mountains  to  be  volcanoes,  for  which  reafon  they 
named  the  ifland  Vulcan's  lile.  It  was  well  in- 
habited, and  full  of  cocoas;  but  they  had  no  con- 
veniency  for  anchoring :  the  people  were  naked 
and  extremely  fearful  of  the  Dutch,  and  their 
language  fo  very  diiferent  from  that  of  the  other 
of  the  neighbouring  iilands,  that  none  of  the  In- 
dians  the  Dutch  had  taken  on  board,  could  under- 
lland  them.  There  foon  after  appeared  more 
iflands  to  the  north  and  north -weft,  but  they  fleer- 
ed to  a  very  low  one  to  the  wcftward,  which  they 
reached  that  evening.  They  here  obferved  the 
water  to  be  of  feveral  colours,  as  green,  white, 
and  yellow,  which  was  probably  occalioned  by  the 
mixture  of  fome  rivers,  for  it  was  much  fweeter 
than  the  fea-water,  and  full  of  leaves  and  boughs 
of  trees,  fome  of  which  had  birds  and  crabs  upon 
them. 

On  the  8th  of  July^  they  caft  anchor  before  an 
ifland  in  3''.  40.  fouth  lat.  which  feemed  to  be  an 
unhealthy  place,  and  yielded  nothing  of  any  value 
except  a  little  ginger.  It  was  inhabited  by  Papoos, 
a  people  whole  ridiculous  drefs  added  to  their  na- 
tural deformity,  made  them  appear  little  fliort  of 
monfters  in  human  nature.  There  were  fcarcely 
any  of  them  that  had  not  fomething  odd  and  ftrange 
either  in  the  bignefs  or  pofition  of  their  limbs, 
which  added  to  firings  of  hog's  teeth  hung  about 
their  necks,  and  rings faftened  in  their  nofes,  with 
their  (hort  frizzled  hair,  and  very  bad  faces,  ren- 
dered them  perfectly  difagreeable.  Their  houfes 
were  entirely  void  of  ornament,  and  fixed  upon 
ftakes  eight  or  nine  feet  from  the  ground. 

The  next  day  they  anchored  in  a  more  conve- 
nient bay,  near  two  villages  belonging  to  thefe 
Indians^  when  fome  of  cheir  canoes  brought  hogs 
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and  cocoas,  but  field  up  both  at  fo  dear  a  rate  that 
there  was  no  bartering  with  them* 

"  Though  the  Dutch  had  failed  fo  long  by  an  ex- 
tenfive  tra6l  of  land,  they  were  unable  to  deter^ 
mine  whether  it  was  New  Guinea,  or  not,  their 
charts  neither  agreeing  one  with  another,  nor  with 
the  land  they  had  in  profped.  On  the  13th  and 
l4th  they  kept  failing  by  the  coaft,  and  on  the 
14th,  purfuing  the  fame  courfe,  reached  two  low 
iilands,  about  half  a  league  from  the  main  land^ 
and  in  about  2*^.  54.  fouth  latitude ;  when  feeing 
the  country  well  ftored  with  cocoas,  they  difpatch- 
ed  the  boat  and  lliallop,  which  were  well  provided 
for  an  attack,  with  orders  to  land  and  get  fome^ 
but  the  Indians  having  obferved  them,  prepared 
to  receive  them  at  their  landing,  and  gave  them 
the  warmeft  reception  with  their  bows  and  flings, 
they  had  ever  met  with,  wounding  at  leaft  16  of 
them,  and  forcing  them  to  retire,  notwithftanding 
their  being  armed  with  mulkets.  However  the 
next  morning  they  failed  in  between  the  two  iflands> 
and  having  caft  anchor,  landed  upon  the  lelFer 
iiland,  burnt  fome  of  the  Indian  houfes,  and 
brought  off  as  many  cocoas  as  amounted  to  three 
to  every  man's  fliare,  when  the  natives  finding 
how  little  able  they  were  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  thefe  ftrangers,  came  to  make  their  peace, 
by  bringing  cocoas,  bananas,  and  ginger,  and 
going  on  board  thefhip,  the  quarrel  was  perfedly 
made  up,  and  the  hearts  of  the  Indians  won,  by 
the  Dutch  giving  them  a  few  beads  and  nails.  The 
next  day  they  continued  bartering  for  cocoas, 
bananas,  caffave,  and  papade,  and  obtained  fuch 
a  number  of  the  former  as  amounted  to  50  nuts 
and  two  bunches  of  bananas  a  man. 

This  ifland,  which  is  the  moil  eafterly,  the  na- 
tives called  Mofa,  the  other  over  againft  it  Juflm, 
and  another  which  was  a  very  high  one  and  about 
five  or  fix  leagues  from  New  Guinea^  they  called 
VOL  II.  3  A 
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Arimea.  Thefe  people  had  probably  been  vifited 
by  fbme  Europeans  before,  for  they  had  Spanifh 
jars  and  pots  among  them,  were  not  furprifed  like 
others  at  the  firing  of  the  great  guns,  nor  fo  curious 
in  examining  the  Ihip  as  thofe  who  had  never  feen 
one  might  befuppofed  to  be. 

On  the  2ift,  they  failed  to  the  north-weft  along 
the  main  land,  and  anchored  among  a  ciufter  of 
iflands,  which  they  left  on  the  23d  in  the  morning  ; 
foon  after  which  they  were  overtaken  by  fix  great 
canoes  bringing  dried  tilli,  cocoas,  bananas,  a 
fmall  fort  of  fruit  like  prunes,  and  tobacco.  From 
another  ifland  fome  Indians  brought  them  pro- 
vifions  and  china  porcelain :  thefe  people,  like 
moft  of  the  others,  were  extremely  fond  of  beads 
and  iron- work,  and  were  remarkably  diftinguiflied 
from  thofe  in  the  laft  ifland,  by  the  largenefs  of 
their  fize,  and  their  having  more  of  an  orange-co- 
loured complexion.  Their  arms  were  bows  and 
arrows,  and  their  principal  ornaments  were  glafs 
ear-rings  of  feveral  colours,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  thefe  Dutchmen  were  not  the  firfl:  Europeans 
they  had  feen. 

On  the  24th  they  fteered  along  by  a  very  pkafant 
ifland,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Schovten, 
though  it  is  diftinguiflied  in  the  maps  by  the  name 
of  Horn  Ifland,  and  the  weft  point  of  it  they  called 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  On  the  26th  they  per- 
ceived three  iflands  more,  and  on  the  29th  at 
night  felt  fo  violent  a  fliock  of  an  earthquake,  that 
the  men  ran  frightened  out  of  their  cabbins,  ima- 
gining that  the^  fliip  had  run  a-ground  or  bulged 
againft  a  rock  ;  but  upon  trial  they  found  that  the 
depth  of  water  was  unfathomable,  and  plainly  fliw 
that  they  were  clear  of  all  danger  of  rocks  and 
flielves.  On  the  30th,  they  put  into  a  great  bay, 
out  of  which  finding  no  opening,  they  returned  to 
a  northern  courfe  again.  Here  the  fiiip  trembled, 
and  they  had  loud  and  horrible  claps  of  thunder. 
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while  the  fhip  would  have  been  in  danger  of  taking 
fire  by  the  lightening,  had  it  not  been  for  prodi- 
gious fliowers  of  rain. 

On  the  31ft  in  the  evening,  they  pafTed  the 
Equator  a  fecond  time,  and  in  the  three  following 
days  came  in  fight  of  feverai  iflands,  and  fuppofed 
that  they  reached  the  end  of  the  continent  of  New 
Guinea,  having  failed  280  leagues  along  the  coaft. 

On  the  6th  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  feverai 
canoes  came  up  to  the  fhip,  bringing  Indian  beans, 
rice,  tobacco,  and  two  birds  of  Paradife;  when  the 
Dutch  purchafed  one  of  thofe  fine  birds,  which  was 
white  and  yellow.  Thefe  Indians  {]^oke  the  Ternate 
language,  and  fome  of  them  the  Malayan  and 
Spanifli.  They  were  all  finely  clothed  about  their 
wailts,  fome  with  loofe  filks,  and  others  with 
breeches.  Some  of  the  company  were  Mahometans, 
and  had  filk  turbans  on  their  heads.  They  had  all 
in  general  coal  black  hair,  and  many  gold  and  filver 
rings  upon  their  fingers.  But  though  they  bar- 
tered with  the  Dutch  for  beads  and  other  toys, 
they  had  a  much  greater  mind  for  linen  cloth. 
Thefe  people  were  fo  fearful  and  fufpicious,  that 
they  would  not  tell  the  Dutch  the  name  of  the 
country,  though  they  imagined  they  were  at  one  of 
the  three  eafterly  points  of  Gilolo,  and  that  thefe 
were  natives  of  Tydore,  which  they  afterwards 
found  to  be  true. 

On  the  ^th  in  the  morning,  they  weighed  and 
flood  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  i8th  were  fa- 
luted  by  two  canoes  of  Ternateen^.,  who  fliev/ed 
their  peaceable  difpofition  by  hanging  out  a  white 
flag,  and  informed  them  that  they  came  from  the 
village  of  Soppy,  where  they  had  lately  feen  an 
Engiifli  fhip,  and  a  pinnace  from  Amfterdam, 
which  laid  there  three  months  for  a  lading  of  rice, 
and  fome  of  them  offered  to  conduct  them  the  next 
day  into  the  road  of  Soppy,  which  they  accord- 
ingly entered  on  the  19th,  and  bartered  there  for 


372  SCKOVTEN  AND  LE  MAlRE's 

poultry,  fa goe,  rice,  and  turtle,  when  feveral  of 
the  natives  coming  on  board,  told  them  that  an 
Englifli  and  Dutch  fliip  had  been  lately  in  thofe 
parts,  and  had  procured  a  fufficient  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions  for  their  voyage  home.  This  news  was  ex- 
tremely agreeable  to  thefe  people,  who  had  fpent 
almofi:  their  whole  ftore,  and  there  was  a  kind  of 
public  rejoicing  among  the  whole  crew,  which  now 
confided  of  eighty-five  men,  all  healthy  and  vigo- 
rous, who  had  no  other  appreheniions  than  what 
arofe  from  their  fcantinefs  of  provifions,  and  the 
next  day  they  had  an  account  that  there  were  no 
lefs  than  twenty  Engliih  and  Dutch  fhips  at  Ter- 
nate. 

On  the  25th  they  again  fet  fail,  and  on  the  firft 
of  September,  the  wind  being  contrary,  entered 
into  the  bay,  of  what  appeared  a  defert  iiland, 
when  fome  of  the  officers  going  on  fhore  in  order 
to  view  the  country,  endeavoured  to  afcend  a  very 
high  mountain,  but  found  it  fo  very  fleep  and 
rugged,  that  they  foon  abandoned  the  attempt. 
The  name  of  this  iiland  is  Moro. 

On  the  5th,  they  anchored  off  the  coaft  of  Gi- 
lolo,  where  fome  of  the  feamen  going  on  Ihore  un- 
armed to  catch  iifh,  four  foldiers  of  Ternate  fud- 
denly  rufhed  out  of  the  woods,  fword  in  hand,  in- 
tending to  have  killed  them  while  they  were  draw- 
ing up  their  net,  but  the  furgeon  calling  out  Oran 
Hollanda,  the  Indian  foldiers  Hopped,  and  throw- 
ing water  on  their  heads,  which  in  thofe  countries 
is  a  fign  of  peace,  approached  them  in  a  civil  man- 
ner, affuring  them  that  the  reafon  of  their  at- 
tempt was  their  taking  them  for  Spaniards.  At 
the  requeft  of  the  feamen,  they  were  perfuaded  to 
go  on  board,  where  having  beads  and  other  trifles 
given  them,  they  promifed  to  bring  provifions  and 
refrefhments,  w^hich  they  accordingly  did. 

On  the  14th,  they  fet  fail;  but  the  wind  being 
Jl^ck  for  two  or  three  days,  they  made  no  pro- 


VOYAGE  ROUND   THE   V/ORLD.  373 

grefs  in  their  voyage.  However,  on  the  17th, 
they  came  to  an  anchor  before  Malaya  in  1  er- 
nate,  and  captain  Schovten  and  James  Le  Maire 
going  on  fliore,  were  entertained  by  the  general, 
the  governorotAmboyna,  the  admiral  Verbaghen, 
and  the  whole  council  of  India,  and  the  next 
day  fold  two  of  their  fiiallops,  with  a  great  deal  of 
what  they  had  faved  out  of  the  Horn,  which  was 
burnt  in  the  king's  Ifland,  for  which  they  received 
in  money  1350  rials,  with  part  of  which  they  pur- 
chafed  two  lails  of  rice,  a  ton  of  vinegar,  the  like 
quantity  of  Spanilli  wine,  and  about  three  tons  of 
bifcuit. 

On  the  24th,  eleven  men  and  four  boys  defired 
leave  of  the  captain  to  enter  into  the  company's 
fervice,  which,  at  the  general's  requeft,  Mr.  Schov- 
ten readily  granted,  and  two  days  after,  took  leave 
of  the  general,  who  treated  him  with  the  greateil 
kindnefs  and  refpe6l,  and  accompanied  him  and 
Mr.  Le  Maire  on   board  with  colours  flying. 

On  the  27th,  they  failed  for  Bantam,  and  on 
the  28th  of  06fober,  anchored  at  Jacatra,  where 
they  found  three  Dutch  and  as  many  Englifh  fli^ps 
in  the  road.  But  on  the  laft  day  of  Odober,  John 
Peterfon  Koen,  prefident  of  the  Eaii-India  com- 
pany at  Bantam,  arriving  in  that  city,  he  the  very 
next  day  fent  for  the  captain  and  both  the  fuper- 
cargoes,  before  the  council  of  the  Indies,  and  after 
very  little  difcourfe,  required  them,  in  virtue  of 
his  commiffion  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  to 
deliver  up  the  Ihipand  cargo  immediately.  The  cap- 
tain and  fupercargoes  iniifted  that  thisfeizure  v/as 
unlawful,  fince  they  entered  the  Indies  by  neither 
of  the  forbidden  paffages,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
or  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but  by  a  pallage  they 
themfelves  had  difcovered,  which  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  commerce  of  their  countrymen 
and  to  the  whole  trading  world.  But  all  their  argu- 
ments were  to  no  purpofe,  the  prefident  telling 
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them  that  they  might  feek  for  redrefs  in  Holland, 
This  happened  on  Monday  the  firft  of  November, 
according  to  the  reckoning  of  thofe  who  failed  in 
the  Unity,  and  upon  Tuefday  the  fecond  of  No- 
vember, according  to  the  reckoning  of  their  coun- 
trymen, who  had  failed  dire^iy  from  Holland. 
For  as  the  Unity  had  failed  weft  ward,  and  had 
with  the  fun  fo  far  encompalTed  the  globe,  they 
had  one  night,  or  fun  fetting,  lefs  than  their 
countrymen  who  had  failed  to  the  eaft. 

Their  (hip  being  in  this  manner  taken  from 
them,  feme  of  the  men  entered  into  the  Eaft- 
India  company's  fervice,  and  the  reft  were  put  into 
two  fhips,  that  were  returning  to  Holland ;  but 
Mr.  James  Le  Maire,  was  fo  fliocked  at  this  dif- 
aftrous  end  of  a  voyage,  which  till  that  time  had 
been  fo  profperous,  that  he  died  of  grief  and  vexa- 
tion, within  a  little  more  than  a  fortnight  after 
the  lofs  of  the  veflel.  The  reft  of  the  company 
had  a  profperous  voyage  to  Holland,  and  arriv- 
ed at  Amfterdam  on  the  firft  of  July.  Their 
voyage  round  the  world  being  performed  in  two 
years  and  eighteen  days,  which,  confidering  the 
difficulties  they  met  with,  and  the  nature  of  their 
courfe,  muft  appear  extremely  wonderful.  But 
what  renders  it  ftill  more  furprifing  is,  that 
they  loft  only  four  men  by  ficknefs  in  en  com - 
pairing  the  whole  earth,  and  that  one  of  thefe 
died  of  grief. 


THE 


VOYAGE 


of 


CAPTAIN   WILLIAM   DAMPIER, 

ROUND    THE    WORLD. 


Captain  William  i)ampier  fets  fail  from  Virginia.  An  account 
of  the  many  adventures  from  that  time  to  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
Istnd,  September  i6th,  1691. 


FTER  having  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in 
feveral  voyages,  particularly  in  the  South  Seas, 
Mr.  Dampier,  while  at  Virginia,  aflTociated  himfelf 
with  Capt.  Cooke,  with  whom  he  had  been  former^ 
ly  acquainted,  in  order  to  cruize  on  the  Spaniards, 
and  on  the  23d  of  Augull,  fet  fail  from  Achamack 
in  Virginia,  for  the  Cape  de  Verd  illands.  In  their 
paflage  they  met  with  a  violent  ftorm,  which  blew 
with  prodigious  fury  for  above  a  week.  However 
they  at  length  made  the  ifland  of  Salt,  fo  called 
from  its  abounding  in  fait  ponds,  and  the  great 
quantities  of  congealed  fait  found  there. 

The  iHand  of  Salt,  is  fituated  in  16"^.  north  lat. 
and  in  19^.  23  -  ^^'^^^  longitude  from  the  Lizard, 
and  is  about  nine  leagues  in  length,  and  about  two 
in  breadth.  The  foil  is  extremely  barren,  without 
trees  or  grafs,  and  3^et  a  few  poor  goats  feed  upon 
fome  low  Oirubs  which  grow  near  the  fea-fide. 
There  are  alfo  here  a  few  wild  fowl,  efpeciaily  the 
flamingo,  a  reddiih  bird,  refemblinga  heron,  but 
much  larger^  frequenting  ponds  or  marfnes,  and 
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being  very  fhy,  it  is  not  eafy  to  take  them.  They 
build  their  neits  in  the  (hallow  parts  of  ponds  or 
Handing  waters,  by  fcraping  the  mud  together  into 
little  hillocks,  which  taper  up  two  feet  above  the 
furface  of  the  water,  where  they  leave  a  hole  to  lay 
their  eggs  in,  which  never  exceed  two,  and  thefe 
they  hatch  by  covering  them  with  their  rumps, 
their  long  legs  ftanding  in  the  water,  a  polition 
which  nature  has  wifely  made  eafy  to  them,  lince 
if  they  were  to  fit  upon  them  the  weight  of  their 
bodies  would  break  them.  The  young  ones  cannot 
fiy,  but  run  with  fuch  fwiftnefs  that  it  is  not  eafy 
to  catch  them,  nor  do  they  come  to  their  true  Ihape 
and  colour,  till  they  are  ten  or  eleven  months  old. 
Their  fieih  is  lean  and  black,  though  not  ill  tafted, 
but  their  tongues  which  are  very  large  are  efteemed 
great  dainties.  They  generally  (land  in  a  row  clofe 
together  by  the  fide  of  a  pond  ;  and  Mr.  Dam  pier 
remarks,  that  as  their  feathers  are,  of  a  reddifh 
colour,  they  at  a  diftance  appear  like  a  brick  wall. 
Mr.  Dampier  and  two  others  hiding  themfelves  in 
the  evening,  near  a  place  where  they  reforted, 
killed  fourteen  of  them:  the  firft  fhot  being  made 
whilft  they  were  ftanding,  and  two  others  as  they 
rofe. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  amounted  to  no 
more  than  five  or  fix,  and  yet  there  is  a  gover- 
nor, but  he  made  a  moft  difmal  figure,  for  he  was 
covered  with  rags  :  However  he  came  on  board 
with  a  prefent  of  three  or  four  lean  goats,  and  in 
return  captain  Cooke  gave  him  a  coat.  This  go- 
vernor alfo  fold  them  about  twenty  bufiiels  of  fait 
for  fome  old  clothes,  and  then  begging  a  little 
powder,  went  away  extremely  well  fatisfied.  One 
of  his  followers  unknown  to  him  fold  a  failor  on 
board  a  piece  of  falfe  ambergrcafe,  which  was  of  a 
dark  colour  like  fheep's  dung,  and  was  very  foft^ 
but  had  no  fmell. 
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From  this  ifland,  they  failed  to  St.  Nicholas,  an- 
other of  the  Cape  de  Verd  lliands,  twenty-twa 
leagues  foLith- wed  from  the  former,  and  came  to  art 
anchor  on  the  fouth  fide.  It  is  of  a  triangular  form, 
the  longeft  fide  to  the  eafi:,  being  thirty  leagues 
in  length,  and  the  other  two  twenty  leagues  each. 
It  is  mountainous  and  barren,  but  about  the 
middle,  there  are  fruitful  valleys  inhabited  by  the 
Portugueze,  who  have  good  vineyards  and  planta- 
tions. The  inhabitants  are  of  a  dark  fwarthy 
complexion,  and  by  their  drefs  appear  in  but  in- 
diflferent  circumftances.  However  the  governor 
and  thirty-four  gentlemen  of  his  company,  who 
vifited  Captain  Cooke,  made  a  pretty  good  appear- 
ance, and  were  armed  with  fwords  and  piftols. 
The  governor  made  them  a  prefent  of  feveral  gal-* 
Ions  of  a  pale  thick  wine,  which  in  tafte  refem- 
bled  Madeira. 

They  fi:aid  here  five  or  fix  days  to  fcrub  their 
ihip's  bottom,  and  in  digging  of  wells  for  frefil 
water,  and  then  failed  to  Mayo,  another  of  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  where  they  intended  to  have 
purchafed  fome  cows  and  goats ;  but  one  Captain 
Bond,  a  Brifl:ol  man,  having  a  fliort  time  before, 
feized  the  governor  and  fome  other  gentlemen  who 
came  on  board  in  order  to  trade,  and,  after  being 
paid  the  ranfom  demanded  for  them,  villainoully 
carried  them  oflT;  the  inhabitants  were  fo  jufi:ly 
exafperated  at  this  inftance  of  perfidy,  that  they 
would  not  permit  any  of  Captain  Cooke's  men  to 
land. 

From  the  Cape  de  Verd  I  Hands  they  fieered  to  the 
fouth,  dire6tly  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but 
at  lo^.  north,  the  wind  blowing  hard  from  the 
fouthward,  they  fi:ood  over  for  the  Guinea  coaft,  and 
in  a  few  days  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  mouth  of 
Sher borough  river,  to  the  fouthward  of  Sierra  Leo- 
na.  On  the  ihore  a  thick  grove  of  trees  concealed 
from  their  view  a  pretty  large  village,  inhabited 
VOL.  Ji.  3  B 
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"by  negroes.  The  houfes  were  low  except  one  in  the 
middle,  v/here  the  captain  and  his  crew  were  civilly 
entertained  with  palm  wine  and  other  refreih- 
ments,  and  fupplied  with  plantains,  rice,  fowls, 
honey,  and  fugar-canes,  at  a  frnall  price. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  they  profecnted 
tTieir  voyage  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but 
had  hardly  got  out  to  fea,  before  they  met  with 
violent  guitsof  wind,of  which  there  were  three  or 
four  in  a  day,  which  together  with  calms  made  them 
advance  but  ilowly.  The  wind  veering  at  inter- 
vals to  the  fouthward^  till  they  had  proceeded  one 
degree  to  the  ibuth  of  the  line,  when  the  wind  turn- 
ed to  the  eaft,  and  on  the  28th  of  January  1684^ 
they  touched  at  the  three  illands  of  Sebald  de 
Weers,  which  are  extremely  barren  and  deftitute 
ef  trees,  except  fome  dildo  bullies,  which  grow 
near  the  fea-fide,  and  afford  nothing  remarkable, 
except  vail  flioals  of  fmall  red  lobflers,  of  the  length 
of  a  man's  finger. 

As  they  could  neither  find  fafe  anchoring  nor 
frefli  water  at  thefeiflands,  they  proceeded  towards 
the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  on  the  firft  of  Fe- 
bruary, came  in  fight  of  the  Streights  of  Le  Maire, 
which  they  found  very  narrow,  with  highlands  on 
both  fides.  But  having  failed  with  a  briik  gale, 
till  within  four  miles  of  the  mouth,  were  becalm- 
ed, and  though  they  found  a  flrong  tide  fettingout 
of  the  Streights  to  the  north,  they  were  unable  to 
diftinguifli  whether  it  flowed  or  ebbed,  the  waves 
breaking  on  all  fides,  and  tolling  the  fhip  in  a  fur- 
prizing  manner. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  they  were  furprized 
by  a  moll:  violent  florm,  at  weft  fouth-weft,  which 
lafted  till  the  3d  of  March,  and  on  the  19th  of  the 
fame  month  they  perceived  a  fail  to  the  fouth, 
•which  they  fuppofed  to  be  a  Spanifli  merchantman 
bound  from  Baldivia  to  Lima,  but  it  proved  to  be 
an  Engliih  fhip,  commanded  by  Captain    EatoB 
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from  London  ;  who  being  bound  to  the  South  Seas 
<as  well  as  they,  kept  com})any  with  them,  through 
the  Streights,  they  fupplying  Mr.  Eaton  with 
bread  and  beef;  in  return  for  which  he  gave  them 
water,  of  which  they  were  in  fome  want. 

Ori  the  23d,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  twenty- 
five  fathom  water,  in  a  bay  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  fertile  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  when  a  canoe 
was  immediately  fent  on  fhore,  with  a  Mofkito, 
and  two  or  three  failors,  in  fearch  of  a  Mofldto 
Indian,  left  there  three  years  before,  by  Captain 
Watling;  and  notwithftanding  all  the  fearch  made 
after  hira  by  the  Spaniards,  had  kept  himfelf  con- 
cealed in  the  woods  ;  but  he  now  loon  difcovered 
himfelf,  for  having  the  day  before  perceived  an 
EngliOi  fail,  he  had  killed  three  goats  to  teait  the 
crew,  and  now  came  running  down  from  the  woods 
to  meet  them. 

The  interview  between  him  and  the  other  Mofki- 
to  Indian,  was  extremely  aiFe6iing  ;  and  tlie  joy 
he  difcovered  at  feeing  fo  many  of  his  old  friends 
come  on  purpofe  to  bring  him  off,  is  not  to  be  ex- 
prefled.  He  had  built  himfelf  a  fmall  hut  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  which  he  had  lined  with 
goat  fkins,  and  of  thefe  he  had  alfo  made  his  bed  ; 
and  a  pieceof  oneof  them  was  fa  ft  ened  round  his 
waill,  tofupply  the  want  of  hiscloaths,  which  had 
been  for  fome  time  worn  out.  On  his  being  left  on 
fhore,  he  had  a  knife,  a  gun,  fome  powder  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  fliot,  v^hich  being  all  fpent,  he 
made  a  faw  of  his  knife,  and  then  fawed  his  gun- 
barrel  into  fmall  pieces,  and  ilrengthening  the 
iron  when  hot  with  a  ftone,  and  rubbing  it  to  an 
edge,  he  made  harpoons,  a  lance  and  iifhing 
hooks,  bv  imitatins:  what  he  had  remembered  qf 
the  workmanihip  oftheEnglilh  fmiths  ;  and  in- 
deed the  Moikito  Indians  make  all  their  ir.flru- 
•jiients  without  either  forge  or  anvil,  and  Vv'ith  the 
above  inftruments  he  ufed  to  urike  goats  and  nihj 
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from  the  time  that  his  powder  was  fpent.  This 
man's  name  was  Wiil,  and  the  other  was  called 
Robert,  for  though  the  Mofkito  Indians  do  not 
diftinguifli  themielves  by  any  names,  yet  they  take 
it  as  a  great  favour  if  the  Europeans  bellow  one 
upon  them. 

After  flaying  14  days  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, they  fet  Ikil  on  the  8th  of  April  1684,  in 
company  with  Capt.  Eaton,  fleering  towards  the 
line,  off  the  mountains  of  Peru  and  Chili;  but 
failed  no  nearer  thefhore  than  12  or  16  leagues,  to 
prevent  their  being  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  Capt.  Eaton  took  a  prize 
laden  with  timber ;  and  on  the  19th  they  came  to 
an  anchor  off  the  iflands  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar. 
Having  reafon  to  believe  they  were  difcovered  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  that  they  would  eonfequently 
keep  all  their  richeft  fhips  in  port,  it  was  agreed 
to  make  a  defcent  upon  Truxillo,  a  populous  city 
fix  miles  from  the  port  of  Guanehagno;  but  the 
next  day  fome  of  the  men  defcrying  two  veflels  to 
the  wefl  without  the  iflands,  and  one  betwixt  an 
ifland  and  the  continent,  they  gave  them  chafe, 
Capt.  Cooke's  fliip  purfued  that  towards  the  conti- 
nent, and  Capt.  Eaton  the  other  two.  They  wer^ 
foon  taken  and  found  to  be  laden  with  flour  from 
Guanehagno  to  Panama,  one  of  them  had  a  letter 
from  the  viceroy  of  Lima,  to  the  prefident  of  Pa- 
nama, informing  him,  that  having  notice  of  fome 
enemies  lately  come  into  thofe  feas,  he  had  im- 
mediately difpatched  thefe  three  fliips  to  fupply  his 
wants.  They  were  at  the  fame  time  informed  by 
the  prifoncrs,  that  the  people  of  Truxillo  were 
ere61ing  ^  fort  near  the  harbour  of  Guanehagno, 
upon  which  they  refolved  to  lay  afide  the  defign  of 
attacking  that  place,  and  fleered  with  their  prizes 
to  the  iflands  of  Gallipagos,  and  at  night  came  to 
anchor  on  the  eafl  fide  of  one  of  the  eaflern  moft 
iflands. 
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After  a  Hay  of  twelve  days  among  thefe  iflands^ 
one  of  the  Indian  prifoners,  a  native  of  Rio  Leja 
having  given  an  ample  account  of  the  riches  of 
that  place/and  offering  his  fervice  to  condud  them 
thither,  it  was  refolved  to  take  his  advice,  and 
they  fet  fail  on  the  12th  of  June  ;  but  the  fair 
weather  and  fmall  winds  led  them  by  the  begin- 
ning of  June  to  Cape  Blanco,  on  the  continent  of 
Mexico,  lb  called  from  two  white  rocks,  half  a  mile 
from  the  Cape,  which  are  high,  fteep,  and  taper, 
and  refemble  two  lofty  towers.  The  Cape  itfelf 
juts  out  with  fteep  rocks  to  the  fea  ;  but  having  an 
eafy  defcent  on  both  fides  from  the  flat  on  the  top, 
which  is  covered  with  tall  trees,  it  atFords  a  very 
agreeable  profpe<5t.  On  the  north-weft  fide  of  the 
Cape  is  Caldera  Bay,  into  which  a  rivulet  of  fweet 
water  difcharges  itfelf  through  the  low-lands,  thefe 
are  very  rich  and  abound  in  lofty  trees,  that  ex- 
tend a  mile  to  the  north-eaft  bay,  where  the  fa- 
van  nas  begin,  and  run  feyeral  leagues  into  the 
country,  being  covered  with  a  fweet,  thick,  and 
long  grafs,  and  beautified  with  fmall  groves,  which 
are  interfperfed  through  the  plains.  Deeper  into 
the  bay,  the  low- lands  are  ftored  with  mangroves  ; 
but  farther  into  the  country,  the  land  rifes  higher, 
and  confifts  partly  of  woods  and  partly  of  hilly 
fa  van  nas.  But  in  thefe  woods  the  trees  are  much 
fmaller  than  the  others,  and  the  grafs  of  the  fa- 
vannas  is  inferior  to  the  former. 

Before  they  reached  the  above  Cape,  Capt. 
Cooke,  who  had  been  very  ill  ever  fince  his  de- 
parture from  Juan  Fernandez,  died,  and  as  in  a 
few  hours  after  they  came  to  an  anchor  near  the 
mouth  of  the  above-mentioned  rivulet,  he  was 
immediately  carried  on  fliore  under  a  guard  of 
twelve  armed  men,  but  while  they  were  bufy  in 
digging  his  grave,  three  Spanifh  Indians  cam?  to 
them,  afking  feveral  impertinent  queilions,  winch 
the  others  anfwered  as  they  thought  proper,  and 
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kept  them  in  difcourfe  till  they  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  i'eizing  them  all,  but  one  of  them  efcaped 
out  of  their  hands,  and  the  other  two  being  carried 
on  board,  confelTed  that  they  were  fent  thither  as 
fpies  horn  Nicoya,  a  fmall  town  at  12  or  14  leagues 
diftance,  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  the 
flime  name,  which  being  a  place  very  convenient 
for  building  and  refitting  of  (hips,  the  prelident  of 
Panama  had  fent  advice  thither  of  the  Englilli  be- 
ing in  thofe  feas. 

From  thefe  men  they  learned  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  lived  chiefly  by  tilling  their  grounds 
for  corn,  and  feeding  their  cattle  in  the  lavannas 
or  plains.  That  they  fent  their  ok  hides  to  the 
North  Sea  by  the  lake  of  Nicaragua,  and  alfo  a  red 
kind  of  wood  ufed  for  dying,  which  tliey  exchanged 
therefor  linen  and  woollen  commodities,  brouglit 
thither  from  Europe.  They  added,  that  at  a  fmall 
diftance  was  a  large  pen  of  horned  cattle,  where 
they  might  provide  themfelves  with  as  many  cows 
and  bulls  as  they  wanted. 

Upon  this  agreeable  intelligence,  twenty-four 
of  the  fhip's  crew  were  immediately  difpatched  in 
tw^o  boats,  and  under  the  condu6l  of  one  of  the 
Indians,  landed  at  a  place  a  league  from  the  fiiip, 
when  hauling  their  boats  upon  the  dry  fand,  they 
were  condu61:ed  by  their  guide  until  they  came  to 
the  pen,  which  was  in  a  large  favanna,  two  miles 
from  the  boats,  where  finding  a  great  number  of 
bulls  and  cows  feeding,  fome  were  for  killing  three 
of  them  immediately  ;  but  were  oppofed  by  the 
reft,  who  alleged  that  they  had  better  fi:ay  all 
night,  and  in  the  morning  kill  as  many  as  they 
wanted.  Upon  which  Mr.  Dampier  and  eleven 
more,/  thought  fit  to  return  on  board,  which  they 
did  without  the  lead  oppofition  ;  but  thofe  who 
jlaid  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  their  raflmefs,  for 
at  break  of  day,  when  they  were  preparing  to  drive 
away  as  many  cattle  as  they  wanted,  they  found 
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while  the  ,Spanianh  at  a  distant ce  mock  at  their  {fi^trefs. 
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tlienifelves  befet  with  fifty  or  iixty  Spaniards  lying 
in  ambufli  among  the  buihes,  who  difcharged  fe- 
veral  Ihot  at  them,  they  made  a  retreat,  in  ex- 
pe(5iatiGn  of  getting  to  their  boat ;  but  when  they 
at  laft  came  to  the  place  where  they  had  left  it,  they 
to  their  great  confufion  found  it  in  flames  ;  while 
the  Spaniards  who  kept  at  a  dlftance,  mocked  at 
their  diftrels.  In  this  perplexing  lituation  they 
waded  to  a  rock,  where  they  were  pretty  fiire  of 
not  being  furroundcd ;  and  remained  there  feven  or 
eight  hours,  in  great  danger  of  being  fwallovved 
up  by  the  iea,  which  flowed  in  upon  them  apace. 
Mean  while  thofe  on  board  every  minute  expe6ted 
their  return ;  but  hearing  nothing  of  them  by 
four  o*elock  in  the  afternoon,  ten  men  werefent  in 
a  canoe  in  fearch  of  them,  who  no  fooner  reached 
the  place  where  they  had  landed  before,  than  they 
found  their  comrades  {landing  upon  this  rock,  up 
to  the  middle  in  water,  and  as  the  tide  was  ftili 
coming  in,  they  muft  have  infallibly  periOied  had 
the  canoe  come  but  an  hour  later,  but  they  were 
now  brought  fafe  on  board. 

In  this  bay  they  afterwards  jfeized  two  canoes- 
The  people  here  have  no  fliips  or  barks,  and  as- 
there  is  fcarce  any  filh  they  have  no  inftruments  for 
fiihing.  The  Englilli  aifo  provided  themfelves 
with  a  good  quantity  of  lance-wood,  w  hich  grows 
ftraight  like  the  alli-tree,  and  being  very  hai'd  and 
tough,  they  made  them  into  fcouring  rods  for  their 
guns,  and  handles  or  ftaves  for  oars. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  Mr.  Edward  Davis  was  ap- 
pointed captain,  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Cooke,  de- 
eeafed  ;  and  t  h  e  ne  x  t  dtiy  fa  i  1  ed  i  n  c o  m  pa  n y  w  i  th 
Capt.  Eaton,  towards  Rio  Leja,  which  is  ealily  dii- 
covered  at  fea,  on  account  of  a  ver}^  high  burning 
mountain,  called  Volcano  Vejo,,  which  may  be 
fcen  at  twenty  leagues  diiiance  :  Being  in  light  of 
this  volcano,  they  made  towards  the  harbour,  and 
then  fetting  out  their  canoes,  ileered  up  to  the 
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town,  and  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  difco* 
vered  a  houfe,  and  luon  after  three  men  gomg  into 
a  canoe  on  the  iniide  of  an  ifland,  which  is  a  mile 
in  length  and  enclofes  the  harbour;   but  though 
thefe  Indians  made  what  hafte  they  could  in  rowing 
to  the  continent,  the  Englifh  overtook  them,  and 
carried  them  back  to  the  illand  ;  at  the  fame  time 
they  obferved  a  man  on  horfeback  on  the  continent^ 
riding  full  fpeed  towards  the  town.     Thefe  men 
frankly  confelfed,  that  they  had  been  placed  on  the 
illand  by  the  governor  of  Rio  Leja,  to  keep  watch 
day  and  night  in  order  to  give  notice  if  they  could 
fee  the  Englilli,  and  that  the  horfeman  was  placed 
upon  the  fame  account  upon  the  continent,  within 
an  hour's  riding  of  the  town.     Therefore  finding 
themfelves  difco vered,  the  horfeman  being  gone 
three  hours  before  Eaton  and  his  canoes  reached 
the  illand  ;  their  defign  upon  that  town  was  for  the 
prefent  laid  afide,  and  the  men  returned  on  board. 
A  confultation  being  now  held,  it  was  refolved 
to  fteer  for  the  gulph  of  Amapalla,  and  Capt.  Davis 
entering  it  with  two  canoes,  in  order  if  poffible  to 
get  fome  prifoners   and  obtain  intelligence,    he 
came  in  the  night  to  Mangera;  and  as  foon  as  it 
-was  morning,  perceiving  many  canoes  hauled  up 
in  a  bay,  he  landed  there,  and  fell   into  a  path 
which  foon  led  him  to  the  town  ;  but  the  inhabit- 
ants had  no  foon er  notice  of  his  coming,  than  they 
ail  ran  into  the  woods,  except  an  old  prieft  and  two 
Indian  boys,  his  attendants.     Capt.  Davis  making 
them  prifoners,  brought  them  down  to  thefea-fide, 
and  obliged  them  to  conduft  him  to  the  illand  of 
Amapalla,  where  being  landed,  he  marched  to  a 
town  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  when  the  inhabitants 
feeing  them  advance,  would  have  fled   into   the 
woods,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  the  chief 
magiitrate's  fecretary,    who    notwithftanding    his 
being  an  Indian,  could  read  and  write  Spanilh,  and 
yet  was  an  enemy  to  the   Spaniards ;  this  perfca 
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having  perfuaded  them  that  the  Englifh  were 
friends  who  craved  their  affillance  againil:  their 
common  opprelFors,  they  bid  Davis  and  his  men 
welcome,  who  after  the  firft  falutations  marched 
with  them  towards  the  church,  with  the  prieft 
brought  by  Capt.  Davis  at  their  head. 

It  is  oblervable  that  in  all  the  Indian  towns  in 
general,  the  church  is  the  only  place  where  mat- 
ters of  a  public  nature  are  tranla6ted.  The  church 
ferving  both  for  their  confultations  and  diverfions, 
for  there  are  laid  up  their  mafks,  antique  habits, 
hautboys,  ftrumftrums,  and  other  mufical  inflra- 
ments.  The  ftrumftrum  is  an  inftrument  formed 
of  the  half  of  a  gourd,  the  hollow  of  which  is  co- 
vered with  a  thin  board,  over  which  are  laid  firings, 
and  it  has  fome  refemblance  to  the  found  of  a  cit- 
tern. Here  they  meet  to  make  merry  on  the  night 
preceding  any  holiday  or  feftival,  whence  they 
dance,  fing,  and  play  with  antique  drelfes  and 
geftures;  but  both  their  mufic  and  mirth  have  a 
melancholy  air,  which  is  not  unfuitable  to  the  yoke 
they  groan  under. 

But  to  return  to  Capt  Davis  and  his  company, 
who  intended,  as  foon  as  they  were  all  got  into  the 
church,  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  lend  him  their 
affiilance  againft  the  Spaniards ;  even  the  prieft  had 
promifed  to  contribute  to  this^  by  his  good  offices, 
and  he  was  now  upon  fuch  good  terms  with  the 
people,  that  it  feemed  impoifible  things  fnould  take 
a  wrong  turn.  But  juft  as  a  few  of  the  remaining 
Indians  were  entering  the  church,  one  of  his  men 
who  was  a  little  more  hafty  than  the  reft,  puiliing 
an  Indian  who  went  flowly  before  him  in  order  to 
inake  him  proceed  fafter,  the  poor  man  was  fo 
frightened,  that  he  fprang  away  with  all  poilible 
fpeed,  and  the  reft  taking  the  alarm  followed  him  ; 
fo  that  Capt.  Davis  and  the  prieft  were  left  in  the 
church  by  themfelves,  and  the  captain  being  an 
entire  ftranger  to  the  caufe  of  thisconfufion,  raflily- 
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ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon  the  fugitives,  whicfe 
entirely  broke  off  his  correfpondence  with  thele 
people ;  his  beft  friend  the  fecretary  being  killed. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  the  (hip5 
coming  to  an  anchor  near  the  ifland  of  Amapallay 
Capt.  Davis  and  his  men  took  the  prieil  on  boards 
who  told  them  that  fmce  the  fecretary  was  killed, 
they  had  no  other  way  left  than  to  fend  for  the 
cacique ;  which  the  pried  having  done,  he  came 
attended  by  fix  other  Indians,  and  coming  on^ 
board  was  received  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and 
as  they  ftaid  on  board  all  the  time  the  fhips  were  in^ 
the  gulph,  proved  extremely  ferviceable,  both  in 
piloting  them  to  places  where  they  had  plenty  of 
wood,  water,  and  cattle,  and  in  very  cordially 
alMing  them  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  and  m 
i-eturn  they  were  prelented  with  fome  trifles,  on 
which  they  let  the  higheft  value,  and  were  fully 
fatisfied  at  their  departure. 

The  gulph  of  Amapalla  is  a  large  bra:iiGh  of  the 
fea,  which  enters  eight  or  ten  leagues  deep  into  the 
country;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  is  Cape  Gafwinay 
and  on  the  north -weft  fide  St.  Michael's  mountain, 
at  the  foot  of  which  is  a  low  plain  a  mile  in  length  y 
and  between  thefe  low  grounds,  and  Po^int  Caf- 
wina  are  two  iflands,  at  the  diftanee  of  twelve 
miles  from  each  other.  The  feuthermoft,  called 
Mangera,  h  high  and  round,  two  leagues  in  cir^ 
cuit,  and  on  all  fides  enclofed  with  roeksy  except 
to  the  north-eaft,  where  there  is  a  fhiall  fandy 
creek*  It  produces  very  lofty  trees,  and  has  a 
town  in  the  middle,  in  which  is  a  handfome  Spa- 
nifh  church.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  Indians,- 
have  a  few  plantations  of  n^ize  and  plaintains. 
Their  only  tame  fowls  are  cocks  and  hens,  and 
they  have  no  other  beafts  but  cats  and  dogs.  Ama- 
paila  is  much  larger  than  the  other  ifland,  and 
has  two  towns  that  are  two  miles  afunder,  the- 
krgeft  01  which  ftands  on  a  fmall  plain  on  the  top 
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idf  a  hill,  and  has  a  handfome  church.  The  other 
town  has  alfo  a  new  church.  It  is  obfervable  that 
in  moft  of  the  Indian  towns  under  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  Spaniards,  the  images  of  their  faints  found 
in  their  churches,  are  reprefented  with  an  Indiau 
complexion,  and  partly  in  their  drefs ;  while  in 
the  towns  inhabited  by  the  Spaniards,  they  have 
the  complexion  and  drefs  of  Spaniards. 

Amapalla  produces  great  plenty  of  maize,  larg^ 
hog  plums,  and  a  few  plaintains.  They  have  alfo 
feme  fowls;  and  no  Spaniard  lives  there  except 
the  pri€ft,  who  takes  care  of  the  two  villages,  and 
of  the  town  in  the  ifland  of  Mangera.  As  the 
people  have  little  or  no  money,  they  pay  their 
tribute  in  maize,  to  the  governor  of  St,  Michael's 
town,  which  is  feated  at  the  foot  of  St.  Michael's' 
mount,  and  the  prieft  has  his  tenths  in  all  the  prp- 
duce. 

In  this  gulph  there  are  many  other  iflands  which 
are  uninhabited.  One  that  is  pretty  large  belong- 
ing to  a  monaftry  ;  and  four  or  five  Indians  look- 
ed after  the  cattle  that  fed  there  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  capt.  Davis  failed  out 
of  the  gulph,  through  the  channel  betwixt  Man- 
gera and  the  ifland  of  Amapalla,  after  having  fet 
the  prieft  on  ihore,  and  left  the  Cacique  and  his 
attendants  in  poireffion  of  one  of  the  prizes,  half 
full  of  flour.  And  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month, 
came  to  an  anchor  near  the  ifland  pf  Plata. 

This  ifland,  which  is  fituated  in  i^.  10'.  fouth 
latitude,  is  about  four  miles  in  length,  and  one 
and  a  half  in  breadth.  It  is  pretty  high,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  rocky  cliffs,  except  in  one  place  on 
the  eafl:  fide,  where  a  frefli  water  torrent  falls  dowr} 
from  the  rocks.  The  top  is  flat  and  plain,  and 
produces  three  or  four  forts  of  fmall  trees  unknown 
to  Europe,  that  are  overgrown  with  mofs.  But 
though  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  has  pretty 
g^od  grafs,  it  has  no  land  animals  to  feed  upon  it| 
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the  vaft  number  of  goats  which  ufed  to  be  here 
formerly  being  all  deftroyed.  However,  there  are 
here  many  boobies  and  men-of-war  birds,  and  near 
the  Ihore  are  great  plenty  of  fmall  turtle.  The 
place  for  anchorage  is  on  the  eaft  fide  clofe  to  the 
ihore,  within  two  cable  lengths  of  a  fandy  bay. 
It  is  faid  to  have  obtained  the  name  of  La  Plata, 
from  Sir  Francis  Drake's  bringng  thither  the  Ca- 
cafuego,  and  dividing  among  his  men  the  plate 
found  in  that  rich  prize. 

After  continuing  one  day  here,  they  fteered  to 
Point  St.  Helena,  which  appears  high  and  flat, 
like  an  ifland,  it  being  furrounded  with  low  grounds 
and  covered  on  the  top  with  thiftles.  It  forms  a 
large  and  good  bay  on  the  north  fide  ;  on  the  fhore 
of  vv/hich  Tlands  a  wretched  village,  alfo  called  St. 
Helena,  inhabited  by  Indians;  but  the  ground  be- 
ing fandy  and  barren,  they  have  neither  trees  nor 
grafs,  corn  nor  fruit,  except  water-melons,  which 
are  here  very  good.  They  are  obliged  to  bring 
their  frefh  water  from  the  river  Calanche,  which 
is  at  four  leagues  diftance,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
l3ay.  They  live  chiefly  upon  fifli,  and  are  fupplied 
Avith  maize  for  algatrane,  a  bituminous  fubftance, 
fo  called  by  the  Spaniards,  which  iflues  out  of  the 
earth  above  the  high-water  mark,  and  by  long 
boiling  becomes  hard,  like  pitch,  and  anfwers  the 
fame  purpofes.  Some  of  the  men  being  fent  in  the 
night  time  to  take  the  village,  landed  in  the 
morning,  and  took  fome  prifoners,  and  a  fmall 
bark  which  had  been  fet  on  fire  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  alleged  that  they  had  done  it  by  fpecial  order 
from  the  viceroy. 

The  men  returned  back  the  fame  evening,  im- 
mediately fteered  again  to  the  ifland  of  Plata,  where 
they  anchored  on  the  26th  of  September,  and  in- 
ftantly  fome  of  them  were  fent  toManta,  a  village 
on  the  continent,  feven  or  eight  leagues  from  the 
iiland  of  Plata,  and  tvvo  or  thcee  leagues  wefi:  of 
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Cape  Loronzo,  inhabited  by  Indians.  They  landed 
at  day-break,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  vil- 
lage ;  but  the  inhabitants  being  already  ftirring, 
took  the  alarm,  and  all  of  them  abandoned  the 
town,  except  two  old  women,  who  being  taken 
prifoners,  declared  that  the  viceroy,  upon  receiving 
the  news  that  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  were 
got  into  the  South  Seas,  had  ordered  the  Ihips  to 
be  burnt,  the  goats  in  the  illand  of  Plata  to  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  that  no  more  provifions  fhould  be 
kept  there  than  were  neceilary  for  their  prefent 
ufe. 

The  village  of  Manta  is  iituated  on  an  eafy 
afcent,  and  though  it  conliils  only  ot  mean  and 
fcattered  buildings,  affords  a  very  agreeable  pro- 
fpe6l  from  the  fea.  It  was  formerly  inhabited  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  has  a  very  handfome  church, 
adorned  with  carved  work.  The  foil  is  here  dry 
and  fandy,  producing  neither  corn  nor  roots,  but 
only  a  few  Ihrubs.  The  inhabitants  are  fupplied 
with  necelFaries  by  the  lliips  from  Panama  and 
Lima,  this  being  the  firfl;  place  at  which  they 
touch ;  and  between  the  town  and  the  fea  there  is 
an  excellent  fpring  of  water.  At  the  back  of  the 
village,  at  fome  diftance  in  the  country,  is  a  very 
high  mountain,  which  rifes  up  into  the  clouds,  in 
the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf.  Oppofite  the  village,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Ihore,  there  is  a  dan- 
gerous rock,  which  never  appears  above  water; 
but  a  mile  within  it  is  fafe  anchorage,  at  lix,  eight, 
or  ten  fathoms. 

They  returned  the  next  day  to  the  illand  of 
Plata,  and  being  undetermined  what  courfe  to  take, 
flayed  there  till  the  fecond  of  061ober,  when  they 
were  joined  by  Captain  Swan,  in  the  Cygnet  of 
London,  a  rich  iliip  which  wasdefigned  to  trade  on 
that  coaft  and  now  come  to  anchor  in  the  fame 
road.  But  Mr.  Swan  being  difappointed  in  his 
hopes  of  trade,  his  men  had  forced  him  to  take  on 
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board  a  party  of  buccaneers,  who  had  travelled 
over  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Peter  Harris.  There  were  now  three  of 
them  together,  for  Captain  Harris  had  a  fmall  bark 
given  him,  and  the  men  wiihed  for  nothing  fo 
jiuich  as  to  meet  with  Captain  Eaton,  as  they  juftly 
imagined,  that  with  fuch  a  force  they  might  be  able 
to  undertake  an  expedition  of  Tome  cpnfequence.. 
The  bark  was  thereiore  difpatched  In  queft  of  him, 
with  a  letter  inviting  him  to  iliare  the  fortune  of 
thefe  three  adventurers,  but  he  had  lately  quitted 
thofe  feas,  and  (as  it  was  imagined)  fleered  for  the 
lEaft- Indies  ;  a  deCign  he  had  long  intended  to  put 
in  execution.  They  at  this  time  took  a  prize  of 
400  tons,  laden  with  timber,  bound  from  Gu^ia- 
quil  to  Lima,  and  from  the  people  on  board,  they 
learned  that  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  was  fitting  out  tei> 
frigates  againft  them.  Though  this  news  gave  them 
fome  concern,  it  did  not  prevent  their  making  a 
defcent  upon  Paita,  where  no  men  landed  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  third  of  06tober,  four  miles 
Ibuth  of  Paita,  where  they  took  fome  prifoners, 
who  were  fent  for  a  watch,  and  who  faid  that  the 
governor  of  Paita,  with  100  men  was  coming  tQ 
theafiiftance  of  the  town  ;  butnotwithftanding  this 
intelligence,  the  Englifh  attacked  the  fort,  and 
took  it  with  little  oppofition.  Upon  which  the  go- 
vernor and  inhabitants  quitted  the  town,  wheri 
the  Engliih  entered  it,  but  found  that  they  had 
ccUTied  oW  th^ir  money,  goods,  and  provifions. 
The  fame  evening  the  fhips  came  to  an  anchor  a 
mile  from  the  fhore  ;  but  though  the  three  captains 
offered  to  fpare  the  town  for  300  facks  of  flour, 
3000  pounds  of  fugar,  25  jars  of  wine,  and  1000 
jars  of  water  ;  yet  thefe  moderate  conditions  were 
flighted,  and  therefore,  after  keeping  pofTefHon 
of  it  fix  days,  they  fetit  on  fire. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  at  night,  they  weigh- 
ed from  Paita,  and  taking  the  benefit  of  a  land 
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treez6,  fleered  towards  the  ifland  of  Lobos  de  la 
Mare,  and  on  the  14th  touched  at  Lobos  de  la 
Terra,  where  they  landed  fome  men  the  following 
day,  and  the  men  killed  a  number  of  boobies,  pen- 
guins, and  feals,  which  were  afeafonable  refrefti- 
ment^  they  having  been  without  taking  flefh  of 
any  fort  for  a  long  time.  On  the  ipth  they  arrived 
at  Lobos  de  la  Mare>  where  the  Molkito  men  on 
board  caught  a  great  number  of  turtle ;  and  having 
taken  on  board  fome  planks  which  they  had  got 
out  of  a  prizey  and  formerly  left  there,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  attack  Guaiaquil. 

On  the  29th,  in  the  morning,  they  fet  iliil  for 
the  bay  of  Guaiaquil^  which  is  lituated  betwixt  Cap© 
Blanco  to  the  fouth,-  and  point  Chandy  to  the  north, 
and  in  the  bottom  of  this  bay  lies  a  fmall  ifland, 
called  St.  Clara.  As  they  had  formerly  a  defi^n 
againft  the  town  of  Guaiaquil,  they  left  their  Ibips 
at  Cape  Blanco,  and  lleered  with  a  bark  and  fome 
canoes  to  the  ifland  of  St,  Clara,  in  the  bay  of 
Guaiaquil;,  and  thence  proceeded  in  two  canoes  to 
Point  Arena,  where  the  next  day  they  took  fome 
©f  the  fifliermen  of  Puna,  and  afterwards  the  town. 
The  next  ebb  they  took  a  bark  laden  with  Quito 
cloth,  coming  from  Guaiaquil,  the  matter  of  which 
told  him  there  were  three  barks  full  of  negroes 
coming  with  the  next  tide.  Having  embarked  all 
their  men  in  canoes,  except  five  left  on  board  the 
bark,  they  rowed  towards  Guaiaquil,  but  their 
canoes  being  heavy  laden,  the  day  broke  when 
they  were  within  two  leagues  of  the  town.  Upon 
which  they  concealed  themfelves  in  an  adjacent 
creek,  fending  one  of  the  canoes  to  the  bark  which 
was  left  near  Puna^  with  orders  not  to  fire  till  the 
next  day  :  but  before  the  canoe  could  reach  the 
bark  with  this  order,  the  two  barks  filled  with 
negroes  coming  out  of  the  harbour  with  the  even- 
ing tide,  came  within  fight  of  the  Englifh  bark, 
which  fired  three  guns  at  them.     The  firing  of 
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thefe  guns  threw  the  Englilli  in  the  canoes  into 
great  confternation^  who  imagined  that  the  townf- 
jTien  had  taken  the  alarm,  whence  fome  were 
for  advancing  immediately  to  the  town,  and  others 
for  returning  to  their  fhips;  but  as  the  ebb  tide 
hindered  them  from  going  upwards.  Captain  Davis 
with  fifty  of  his  men  refolved  to  march  to  the 
place  by  land,  but  the  reft  imagining  the  enter- 
prize  impradicable,  remained  in  the  creek  to  fee 
the  iffue.  When  Captain  Davis  and  his  men  had 
been  gone  about  four  hours,  they  were  almoft 
choaked  among  the  mangrove  woods  which  grow 
in  the  marfnes,  and  returned  without  Jbeing  able 
to  advance  far  on  their  way  to  the  town.  It  was 
then  refolved  to  row  up  in  fight  of  Guaiaquil,  and 
if  they  found  themfelves  difcovered,  to  retire  with- 
out making  any  attempt ;  therefore  proceeding 
through  the  north-eaft  channel,  they  arrived  in 
the  night  within  fight  of  the  place,  when  at  the 
difchaige  of  a  mufket  they  perceived  the  whole 
town  filled  with  lights,  and  as  there  was  but  one 
feen  before,  this  was  taken  almoft  as  an  infallible 
fign  of  their  being  difcovered;  but  it  being  alleged 
that  thefe  lights  were  ufed  by  the. Spaniards  in  the 
nights  before  holidays,  and  that  the  next  day  was 
a  teftival,  fome  of  the  people  upbraided  captain 
Swan  and  the  reft  with  cowardice.  Upon  this  they 
landed  at  a  place  two  miles  from  the  town,  but  it 
being  over-run  with  woods,  they  were  unable  to 
proceed  in  the  dark,  and  therefore  waited  till  day- 
light. They  had  an  Indian  guide,  who  was  led 
by  a  cord  by  one  of  Captain  Davis's  men,  who 
feemed  the  moft  forward,  but  perhaps  beginning  to 
repent  his  raOmefs,  cut  the  rope  with  which  the 
guide  was  tied,  and  thus  let  him  efcape  into  the 
town,  crying  out,  after  he  was  gone,  thatfome- 
body  had^cut  the  rope  ;  fo  that  after  having  fearchcd 
in  vain  for  the  guide,  it  was  unanfmouily  refolved 
to  defift.     However  they  landed  on  the  oppofite 
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bank,  after  day- break,  where  there  were  feveral 
honied  cattle/and  killed  a  cow,  without  receiving 
the  ieafl  nioleftation  from  tiietown. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  they  returned  to  Puna, 
and  in  their  way  feized  upon  the  two  barks  be- 
fore mentioned,  with  about  1000  lufty  negroes  on 
board,  outof  which  number  they  chofe  about  fixty, 
and  left  the  reft  behind  with  the  barks  ;  though 
Mr.  Dampier  fuppofes,  that  if  they  had  earned 
them  all  to  St.  Maria,  on  the  ifthmus  of  Darien, 
they  might,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  natives,  and 
the  Englifli  and  French  privateers  that  would 
have  come  to  them  from  all  parts  of  the  Weft- 
Indies,  have  not  only  maintained  themfelves  there 
in  fpite  of  all  the  power  of  Spain,  but  have  ex- 
tended their  conquefts  to  the  rich  gold  mines  of 
Quito, 

On  the  13th  of  December  they  fet  fall,  and  in 
three  days  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Plata,  meeting 
in  their  paiiage  the  bark  they  h^ad  difpatched  iii 
f:?arch  of  Captain  Eaton,  and  having  taken  in^ 
frelli water  on  the  continent,  they  directed  their 
courfe  to  Lavelia,  a  town  in  the  bay  of  Panama. 
The  next  morning  they  pafFed  in  light  of  Cape 
Paflao,  a  round  high  point  divided  in  the  middle, 
bare  towards  the  fea,  ,but  covered  with  fruit  trees 
to  the  land  fide.  Betwixt  this  and  Cape  St.  P>an- 
ciico,  they  obferved  abundance  of  fmall  points, 
full  of  trees  of  feveral  kinds,  which  inclofefo  many 
iandy  creeks.  As  their  delign  was  to  look  into 
Ibme  river  unfrequented  by  the  Spaniards,  in  fearch 
of  canoes,  they  endeavoured  to  make  the  river  of 
St.  Jago,  on  account  of  its  nearnefs  to  the  iOand 
of  Galio,  in  which  there  is  much  gold,  and  ilile 
ancliorage  for  fliips.  This  river  which  is  large  and 
navigable,  divides  itfelf  about  feven  leagues  up  in 
the  country  into  two  branches,  which  inclofean 
illand  four  leagues  in  circumference,  and  runs 
through  a  very  rich  foil  that  produces  all  forts  of 
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tall  trees,  ufually  found  in  this  climate,  efpecially 
red  and  white  cotton  and  cabbage  trees,  of  the 
largeft  kind. 

The  white  cotton  tree  is  much  taller  than  the 
©ak,  and  the  trunk  ilraight,  without  any  branches/ 
till  near  the  top,  where  they  are  very  ftrong.  The 
bark  is  extremely  fmooth,  and  the  leaves,  which 
are  of  the  fize  of  thofe  of  a  plumb-tree,  are  of  a 
dark  green,  oval,  fmooth,  and  jagged  at  the  ends. 
Thefefall  off  in  April,  but  in  a  week's  time  are 
fuppiicd  with  frefli  ones;  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  trunks  are  not  always  biggeft  near  the  roots. 
Thefe  trees  produce  filk,  cotton  which  falls  to  the 
ground  in  November  and  December,  but  is  not 
fo  fubftantial  as  that  of  the  cotton  fhrub,  but 
rather  like  the  down  of  thiftles,  whence  the  people 
in  the  Weft  Indies  do  not  think  it  worth  gather- 
ing, though  in  the  Eaft-Indies  it  is  ufed  for  fluffing 
pillows.  The  red  cotton  tree  is  fomewhat  lefs, 
but  in  other  refpe6ls  refembles  the  former,  only  it 
produces  no  cotton,  and  its  wood  is  hard,  though 
both  are  fomewhat  fpungy.  They  are  found  in 
fat  grounds,  not  only  on  the  coaft  of  the  South - 
Sea,  but  in  the  Eaft  and  Weil-Indies. 

The  cabbage  tree  is  the  talleft  in  thefe  woods, 
feme  being  120  feet  high  ;  it  has  branches  no 
where  but  near  the  top,  where  they  fprout  out  to 
the  length  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet ;  they  are  of 
the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  arm,  and  are  covered  with 
long  {lender  leaves,  in  fuch  regular  order,  that 
at  a  diftance  they  appear  only  as  one  leaf.  In  the 
niidft  of  the  higheft  branches  (hoots  forth  the  cab* 
bage,  which  is  a  foot  in  length,  of  the  thicknefs 
ofa  man's  leg,  as  white  as  milk,  and  is  very  fweet 
and  wholefome.  As  this  tree  dies  after  its  head 
is  gone,  they  cut  it  down  after  they  gather 
the  fruit.  Betwixt  the  cabbage  and  the  large 
branches  fprout  forth  many  fmall  twigs,  two  feet 
long,  and  very  clofe  together ;   at  the  extremi- 
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lies  of  which  grow  hard  round  berries,  of  the  lize 
of  a  cherry,  which  once  a  year  fall  from  the  tree, 
and  are  excellent  food  for  the  hogs.  The  trunk  of 
the  tree  from  top  to  bottom  is  full  of  round  rings, 
about  half  a  foot  afunder,  the  bark  is  thin  and 
brittle,  the  wood  hard  and  black,  with  a  white 
pith  in  the  middle. 

As  the  coaft  and  country  of  Lima  has  continual 
dry  weather,  fo  this  part  of  Peru  is  feldom  without 
rain,  which,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods,  have, 
in  all  probability,  prevented  the  Spaniards  making 
any  conliderable  difcoveries  on  this  coaft  ;  belides 
they  may  have  been  intimidated  by  the  bravery  of 
its  inhabitants,  who  entertain  a  mortal  hatred 
againft  the  Spaniards;  and  v/hoever  attempts  to 
row  up  the  river's  mouth  lies  expofed  to  their  am- 
bufcades  on  each  iide,  and  they  are  fuch  markfmeii 
with  their  arrows,  that  they  feldom  mifs  their  aim  ; 
the  chief  food  of  thefe  people  is  maize  and  plaintains. 

However,  Mr.  Dampier,  with  fome  others,  in 
four  canoes,  ventured  to  row  fix  leagues  up  the 
river,  where  they  difcovered  two  fmall  huts,  thatch- 
ed with  palmetto  trees,  where  they  found  only 
fome  fowls,  a  few  plaintains,  and  a  hog  feemingly 
of  European  breed,  which  they  drelled  and  fed 
upon  very  heartily;  for  tKe  Indians  feeing  them 
approach,  got  into  their  canoes,  with  their  wives, 
children,  and  goods,  and  paddled  away,  again  it 
the  ilream,  much  fafter  than  the  Englilh  could  row^ 
on  account  of  their  keeping  near  the  banks.  On 
the  oppofite  Iide,  they  fa w  many  other  huts,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  league  ;  but  the  current  being 
very  rapid,  they  did  not  care  to  venture  any  farther 
up.  They  therefore  returned  the  next  morning 
to  the  river's  niouth,  in  order  to  fail  to  the  ifland 
of  Gallo,  where  their  iliips  were  ftationed. 

Gallo  is  a  fmall  uninhabited  ifiand,  feated  in  a 
fpacious  bay  three  leagues  from  the  river  Tomaco, 
find  four  leagues  and  a  half  from  an  Indian  village 
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of  the  £ime  name.  It  is  indifferently  high,  v,ell 
ftored  with  timber  trees,  and  at  the  north-eaft  end 
is  a  good  Tandy  bay,  near  which  is  a  fine  fpring  oF 
iVelh  water.  The  river  Tomaco,  which  is  ruppofed 
to  arife  among  the  rich  mountains  of  Quito,  has 
its  banks  well  peopled  by  the  Indians,  and  feme 
Spaniards,  who  traffic  with  them  for  gold,  but  is 
fo  (hallow  at  the  entrance  that  only  barks  can  enter 
it.  This  river  is  five  leagues  from  that  of  St.  Jago, 
and  leaving  the  latter,  they  failed  thither.  In 
their  way  they  faw  an  Indian  houfe,  and  feized  the 
whole  family,  rowed  forward,  and  came  at  twelve 
at  night  to  Tomaco,  where  they  feized  upon  all 
the  inhabitants,  among  whom  was  Don  Diego  de 
Pinas,  a  Spanifli  knight,  who  came  thither  to  lade 
timber;  but  they  found  nothing  in  the  iliip  that 
brought  him  but  13  jars  of  wine,  which  they  took 
out,  and  then  fet  the  veilel  adrift.  The  fame  day 
three  Indians  came  on  board  in  a  canoe,  who  wero 
ilraight  and  well  limbed,  but  of  a  low  ftature>  with 
black  hair,  long  vifages,  and  of  a  dark  complexion, 
with  fmall  eyes  and  nofes. 

On  the  2ift  of  December,  feveral  of  the  men 
who  had  been  feven  or  eight  leagues  up  the  river, 
returned  with  their  canoes,  and  brought  with 
them  feveral  ounces  of  gold  they  had  found  in  a 
Spaniih  houfe,  whence  the  people  had  fled. 

On  the  I  ft  cf  January  168^,  when  they  were 
going  in  their  canoes  from  Tomaco  towards  Gallo 
they  took  a  Spanilb  packet-boat,  fent  with  dif- 
^Datchcs  from  Panama  to  Lima,  by  which  they 
learned  that  the  Armada,  being  arrived  from  Spaiii 
at  Porto  Bello,  waited  for  the  Plate  fleet  from 
Lima,  which  foon  made  them  alter  their  refolution 
of  going  to  Lavelia,  infiead  of  which  it  was  re- 
folved  to  rendezvous  among  the  King's  or  Pearl 
iilands,  by  which  all  the  fliips  bound  to  Panama 
from  the  coaft  cf  Lima  mud  necellkrily  pafs.  Ac- 
iTordingly  they  failed  on  the  7th  of  January,  and  th'^ 
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next  day  took  a  Oiip  of  90  tons,  laden  with  flour, 
and  continuing  tlieir  voyage,  with  a  gentle  gale 
from  the  foisth,  anchored  on  the  9th  on  the  weft 
fide  of  Gorgon  a. 

On  the  13th  they  purfued  their  voyage  to  the 
King's  iOands,  and  on  the  25th  this  fraali  fquadron, 
conlifting  of  two  Rout  {hips,  a  hre-fnip,  the  prize 
of  90  tons,  and  two  tenders,  came  into  a  deep 
well  inclofed  channel,  at  the  north  end  of  St.  Paul  s 
illand,  v/hich  is  a  convenient  place  for  careening. 

The  King's  or  Pearl  iilands  are  pretty  nuuie>- 
rous,  and  are  low  and  woody.  They  are  ihven 
leagues  from  the  neareft  part  of  the  continent,  and 
twelve  from  Panama.  But  though  they  have  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Pearl  iflands,  our  author  could 
never  fee  one  pearl-oyfter  near  them.  The  north- 
ern moft  of  thefe  is  called  Pachea,  or  Pacheque, 
which  is  a  fmall  illand  eleven  or  twelve  leagues 
from  Panama,  and  St.  Paul's  lies  moft  to  I  he  fouth. 
But  the  reft,  though  bigger,  have  no  particular 
names.  Some  of  them  are  planted  with  rice,  ba- 
nanas and  plaintains,  by  the  negroes  who  belong 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Panama.  Though  theie 
iilands  lie  clofe  together,  they  have  channels  be- 
tween them  lit  for  boats,  and  between  them  and 
the  continent  is  a  channel  of  a  moderate  depths, 
feven  or  eight  leagues  broad. 

Having  cleaned  their  barks  at  St,  Paul's  illand, 
they  fent  them  to  cruize  towards  Panama,  and  four 
days  after  they  returned  with  a  prize  laden  with 
maize,  Indian  corn,  a  fort  of  beef,  and  fowls. 
This  prize  came  from  Laveiia,  a  large  town  feated 
on  the  bank  of  a  river  on  the  north  lide  of  the  bay 
of  Panama.  In  the  harbour  where  they  careened 
they  found  abundance  of  oyliers,  mufcles,  limpets 
and  clams,  which  iaft  are  fnell-fiili  that  ftick  io 
clofe  to  the  rocks,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
getting  them  out,  than  by  opening  them  where 
they  grow.  They  alfo  met  with  fome  pigeons  and 
turtle  doves.' 
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Having  careened  the  fliips,  and  taken  in  a  freili 
fuppiy  of  wood  and  water,  they  failed  from  among 
the  iflands  on  the  i8th  of  February,  and  anchored 
in  a  great  channel  between  them  and  the  continent. 
The  next  day  they  cruized  in  the  channel  towards 
Panama,  about  which  the  fliore appears  very  beau- 
tiful, by  its  being  interfperfed  with  fmall  woods 
and  hills.  Belides,  about  a  league  from  the  con- 
tinent feveral  fmall  iilands  appear  in  view,  partly 
covered  with  trees;  and  on  theother  fide  of  the  chan- 
nel the  King's  iilands  atford  a  delightful  pro- 
fpe61:. 

On  the  1 8th,  they  anchored  diredly  oppofite  to 
Old  Panama,  once  a  famous  city,  but  the  greateft 
part  being  laid  in  allies  by  Sir  Henry  Morgan,  it 
was  never  rebuilt.  About  four  leagues  from  the 
ruins  of  this  place  Hands  New  Panama,  a  very 
handfome  city,  in  a  fpacious  bay  of  the  fame  name, 
into  which  run  feyeral  long  navigable  rivers^  fome 
of  which  are  not  without  gold.  It  has  a  view  of 
many  pleafant  iflands,  and  the  country  about  it 
affords  a  delightful  profpe(51:  at  fea,  from  the  va- 
riety of  the  adjacent  hills,  vallies,  groves  and 
plains.  The  houfes  are  for  the  moft  part  of  brick, 
and  pretty  lofty,  efpecially  the  churches,  the  mo- 
nafteries,  the  prefident's  houfe,  and  other  public 
ftru61:ures,  \vhich,  Mr.  Dampier  fays,  make  the 
beft  fliow  of  any  buildings  he  ever  faw  in  thofe 
parts.  It  is  encompaffed  with  a  high  Hone  wall,  on 
w  hich  are  mounted  a  confiderable  number  of  guns, 
that  w  ere  formerly  planted  on  the  land  fide,  but 
now  they  are  alfo  planted  towards  the  fea.  This 
city  carries  on  a  great  trade,  as  being  the  ftaple  for 
all  goods,  to  and  from  every  part  of  Peru  and 
Chili.  Befides,  every  three  years  when  the  Spanifh 
galleons  go  to  Porto  Bello,  the  Plate  fleet  arrives 
with  the  king's  plate,  and  that  which  belongs  tQ 
the  merchants  at  Panama,  w^ hence  it  is  carried  oft 
mules  by  land  to  Porto  Bello. 
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Panama  is  feated  in  a  healthy  air,  it  having  the 
benefit  of  the  lea-wind  from  ten  or  eleven  in  the 
morning  till  eight  or  nine  o'clock  at  night ;  and 
the  land-wind  from  nine,  till  the  morning.  Be- 
fides,  Panama  is  feldom  troubled  with  fogs,  nor 
is  the  wet  feafon,  which  holds  from  May  till  No- 
vember, fo  exceffive  at  Panama  as  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  bay,  though  it  is  fevere  enough  in  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  at  which  time 
the  merchants  of  Peru,  who  are  ufed  to  an  air  that 
is  conftantly  ferene,  and  without  rain  or  fogs,  cut 
off  their  hair  to  preferve  them  from  fevers. 

On  the  2oth  of  March,  they  anchored  within  a 
league  of  the  three  Perico  iflands,  which  are  fmail 
and  rocky,  and  the  next  day  took  another  prize, 
laden  with  beef,  hogs,  fowls,  and  fait,  from  Lavelia. 
On  the  24th,  they  ftood  over  to  the  illand  of 
Tobago,  in  the  fame  bay,  fix  leagues  fouth  of  Pa- 
nama, a  fmall  rocky  and  fteep  iiland,  three  miles 
in  length,  and  two  in  breadth,  except  on  the  north 
fide,  where  it  has  an  eafy  afcent^  and  as  the  foil  is 
good  up  to  the  middle  of  the  mountains,  it  pro- 
duces abundance  of  fruit,  as  plantains  and   ba- 
nanas ;  and  near  the  fea  fide,  cocoa  and  mammee 
trees.   Thefe  laft  are  large  and  ilraight,  they  being 
fixty  or  feventy  feet  high,  without  knots,  or  even 
boughs,  but  at  the  top  fome  fmali  branches  fprout 
out,  thick  and  clofe  together.     The  fruit,  which 
is  round,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  large  quince,  is  co- 
vered with  a  rind,  that  is  at  firft  grey,  and  before 
it  is  ripe  is  brittle  ;  but  when  at  maturity  grows 
yellow,  peels  with  eafe,  and  changes  to  the  colour 
of  a  carrot.     The  ripe  fruit  fmelis  and  taftes  well, 
and  has  two  rough  ftones  in  the  middle,  of  the  fize 
of  a  large  almond. 

The  fouth -welt  fide  of  Tobago  is  covered  with 
trees  and  fire-wood,  and  on  the  north  fide,  a  clear 
fpring  of  frelh  water  falls  from  the  mountains  into 
the  fea,  near  which  formerly  flood  a  pretty  town^ 
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with  a  handfonie  church  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
it  has  be^n  deliioyed  by  the  Buccaneers  ;  and  far- 
ther towards  the  vveil  lies  a  fniall  tovvn^  called 
Tobagilla. 

While  they  were  at  anchor  before  this  laft  town, 
the}/  were  in  great  danger  of  being  deftroyed  by  a 
pretended  merchant  of  Panama,  who,  under  the 
colour  of  trading  privately  with  them,  inftead  of 
bringing  (in  the  n'ght)  his  bark  laden  with  mer- 
chandize, advanced  pretty  near  them  in  a  fire-fhip, 
when  fome  of  the  men,  more  fufpicious  than  the 
reft,  bid  her  come  to  an  anchor ;  but  llie  not  doing 
fo,  they  fired  at  her,  which  fo  terrified  the  men, 
that  immediately  fetting  her  on  fire,  they  jumped 
into  tlieir  canoes,  and  the  Englifn  were  obliged  to 
cut  their  cables  to  efcape  the  danger.  At  the  fame 
time  Capt.  Swan,  who  lay  at  the  diflance  of  a  mile 
at  anchor,  faw  a  fmall  fioat,  with  only  one  man 
upon  it,  driving  towards  his  iliip,  but  it  foon  after 
difappeared.  This  he  imagined  to  be  fome  mate- 
rials made  up  with  combuitible  matter,  in  order 
to  be  faftened  to  his  rudder,  as  it  happened  to 
Caj)t.  Sharpe  near  Coquimbo  ;  but  it  is  fuppofed 
the  fellow,  thinking  himfelf  difcovered,  had  not 
tlie  courage  to  profecute  his  enterprize.  However 
Capt.  Swan  alfo  thought  (it  to  cut  his  cables,  and 
to  keep  under  fail  all  night.  The  above  engines 
are  faid  to  have  been  contrived  by  Mr.  Bond,  who 
formerly  dcftaled  I'rom  them  to  the  Spaniards, 
without  whofe  aifiilance  they  could  not  have  fitted 
oiit  the  fire  Ihip;  it  being  almofi  impoilible  to 
conceive  the  ignorance  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Souch-Seas,  ef[)ecially  in  maritime  affairs. 

On  the  28ih  in  the  morning,  while  they  were 
buiV  in  recovering  their  anchors,  they  difcovered 
a  whole  fieet  of  canoes,  fidi  of  men,  paf-i  between 
Tobagilla  and  the  other  ifiand,  who  proved  to  be 
Engliih  and  French  privateers,  that  had  lately 
crolicd  from  the  North  Sea  over  the  ifthmus  c^f 
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Darien.  Thefe  were  280  in  all,  200  of  whom 
were  French,  and  80  Englifh,  which  laft  were 
taken  on  board  Capt.  Davis>  and  the  reft  put  into 
the  prize  they  had  taken,  loaden  with  flour,  under 
the  command  of  a  Frenchman  called  Capt.  Gronet, 
who  in  return  offered  Capt.  Davis  and  Capt.  Swan, 
each  a  commillion  *  from  the  governor  of  Petit 
Guaves.  That  governor  having  granted  them 
blank  commiilions,  Capt.  Davis  accepted  one  of 
them  ;  but  as  Capt.  Swan  had  received  one  from 
tlie  Duke  of  York,  he  refufed  it. 

Thus  reinforced  they  failed  towards  the  gulph  of 
St.  Michael,  in  queft  of  Capt.  Townly,  who  with 
i8o  men  was  faid  to  be  croffing  the  ifthmus,  and 
the  next  day  they  came  up  with  them  among  the 
Pearl  iilands  ;  for  he  had  taken  two  barks,  one 
laden  with  flour  and  the  other  with  fugar,  with 
fome  jars  of  wine  and  brandy,  part  of  which  he 
readily  diftributed  among  the  men  belonging  to 
Capt.  Swan  and  Capt.  Davis,  becaufe  he  wanted 
the  jars,  in  order  to  iill  them  with  water. 

As  it  was  the  latter  end  of  the  dry  feafon,  and 
all  the  water  on  fliore  dried  up,  they  now  failed  to 
the  point  of  Garrachina,  where  the  natives  brought 
them  fome  refrefhments ;  but  meeting  no  frefll 
water  there,  they  fet  fail  for  Porto  Pinas,  which 
obtains  its  name  from  the  vaft  number  of  pines 
that  grow  there,  it  being  pretty  woody  ;  hence  it 
affords  an  agreeable  profpc6t,  the  country  riling 
from  the  fea  fide,  by  a  gentle  afcent  to  a  coniider* 
able  height.  Two  fmall  rocks  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  render  the  pailage  into  it  narrow,  an4 

*  About  this  time  it  was  very  common  for  this  French  go^-er- 
nor  to  fupply  with  commiilions  not  only  the  Buccaneers,  butalfo 
to  give  them  blank  ones  for  any  othei-s  with  whom  they  might 
chance  to  join  company.  But  thouglvthey  were  in  reality  aq. 
more  than  licences  to  bunt,  fowl,  and  fifli  on  the  ifianci  of  HJ^' 
fpaniola,  yet,  under  their  fan^flion,  ths  latter  Gomraitted great  ra- 
vages in  America. 

VOL.  n.  3  E 
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it  is  befides  expofed  to  the  foiith-wefl  wind,  oil 
which  account  they  did  not  enter  the  harbour,  and 
were  unable  to  land  from  the  high  Tea  near  the 
fliore.  They  therefore  fteered  for  Tobago,  and  in 
their  way  took  a  velTel  laden  with  cocoas  from 
Guaiaquil,  and  fome  time  after  a  canoe  with  four 
Indians  and  a  mulatto,  who  having  been  in  the 
•fire-fliip  that  was  fent  to  burn  Capt.  Davis's  veflel, 
Vv^as  imm.ediately  hanged;  as  if  all  ftratagems  ufed 
between  enemies  at  war  were  not  allowable. 

While  they  w^ere  employed  in  filling  of  water 
and  cutting  of  wood  for  fuel,  at  the  ifiand  of  Perico, 
where  they  had  caft  anchor  on  the  3d  of  April,  they 
fent  four  canoes  to  the  continent,  to  get  fome  fugar 
in  the  adjacent  fugar-works,  to  make  their  cocoa 
up  into  chocolate,  and  particularly  to  get  fome 
coppers,  which  were  wanted  for  boiling  provifions, 
on  account  of  their  number  being  fo  greatly  en- 
creafed,  and  thefe  returned  with  three  coppers. 

'  In  the  mean  while  Capt.  Davis  fent  his  bark  to 
the  ifiand  of  Otoque,  in  the  bay  of  Panama,  which 
was  inhabited  only  by  negro  ilaves,  who  bred  up 
a  few  hogs  and  fowls;  and  here  the  Englilh  met 
with  a  mefTenger  fent  to  Panama,  with  an  account 
that  the  Lima  fleet  was  failed.  But  though  mofl:  of 
the  letters  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  yet  from  the 
reft  they  underftood  that  the  fleet  was  coming 
under  a  convoy  compofed  of  all  the  fliips  of  ftrength 
they  had  been  able  to  aflemble  from  Peru.  Being 
informed  that  the  king's  fhips  always  proceeded 
that  way,  they  failed  back  on  the  loth,  to  the 
Ring's  or  Pearl  iflands,  and  the  next  day  anchored 
at  the  place  where  they  had  been  careened,  and 
where  they  met  Capt.  Harris,  who  had  brought  3 
frefli  fupply  of  men  from  the  river  St.  Maria. 

On  the  19th,  2.50  men  were  fent  in  canoes  to  the 

.  river  Cheapo,  to  furprife  the  town  of  that  name; 

the  nekt  day  all  the  reft  followed,  and  on  the  22d 

they  arrived  at  Chepelio^  a  pleafant  iHand  in  the 
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bay  of  Panama,  feven  leagues  from  the  city  of  that 
name,  and  one  from  the  continent.  This  illand  . 
lies  dire<?l:ly  oppofite  to  the  river  Cheapo.  It  is  low 
on  the  north  fide,  but  rifes  by  an  eafy  afcent  to  the 
fouth.  The  foil  is  very  good,  and  in  the  low 
grounds  produces  plenty  of  delicious  fruits,  as 
fapadillbes,  avogato  pears,  mammee  fapatos,  liar- 
apples  and  plaintains;  and  on  the  north  lide  is  a 
good  anchoring  place,  where  there  is  a  hne  fpring 
of  freOi  water  near  the  fliore. 

The  fapadillo  tree  is  very  like  a  pear  tree,  and 
the  fruit  refembles  a  bergamot  pear,  only  it  is  fome- 
thing  longer.  When  firft  gathered  it  is  hard,  and 
the  juice  clammy  ;  but  on  its  being  laid  by  a  few 
days,  it  becomes  foft  and  full  of  a  thin  juice.  It 
has  two  or  three  blacl^  kernels,  which  refemble  the 
feed  of  a  pompion. 

The  avogato  pear-tree  grows  as  high,  or  rather 
higher,  than  our  pear-trees  in  England,  and  lias 
a  black  fmooth  bark,  and  large  oval  leaves  ;  the 
fruit  is  as  big  as  a  large  lemon,  and  is  at  firft  green; 
but  when  ripe  turns  yellow.  The  pulp  is  aifo  of 
a  yellowifli  colour,  and  as  foft  as  butter.  When 
they  have  been  gathered  three  or  four  days,  the 
lind  comes  oif  with  eafe.  As  this  fruit  is  iniipid, 
it  is  commonly  eaten  with  lime  juice  and  fugar,  or 
with  a  roafled  plaintain  and  fait.  It  has  a  ftone  as 
big  as  a  horfe  plumb.  However,  this  fruit  being 
looked  upon  by  the  Spaniards  as  a  great  provoca- 
tive, they  have  planted  it  in  moft  places  of  the 
North  Sea,  where  they  inhabit. 

The  mammee  fapota  tree,  has  neither  fo  tall 
nor  fo  thick  a  trunk  as  the  mammee  of  Tobago, 
nor  is  the  fruit  either  fo  round  or  fo  large.  The 
rind  is  fmooth,  and  the  pulp  quite  red,  with  a 
rough,  fiat,  or  longiih  ftone.  This  is  indeed  a 
pleafant  and  wholefome  fruit.  There  are  feme  wild 
l)^ammee  trees,  v/hich  grow  tall  and  ftraight^  and 
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are  therefore  ufed  for  mafts,  but  the  fruit  is  not 
efteemed. 

The  liar  apple  fomewhat  refembles  our  quince 
treee,  but  is  much  larger,  and  bears  more  abun- 
dance of  broad  oval  leaves,  that  ahnoft  conceal  the 
fruit,  which  is  of  the  fize  of  a  large  apple,  and  is 
efteemed  very  good ;  but  Mr.  Dampier  acknow- 
ledges that  he  never  tailed  it. 

The  river  of  Cheapo  rifes  in  the  mountains  on 
the  north,  and  is  afterwards  inclofed  between  them 
and  the  mountains  on  the  fouth,  it  then  turns  to 
the  welt,  and  making  a  kind  of  femicircle,  runs 
gently  into  the  fea,  feven  leagues  from  Panama. 
But  though  it  is  very  deep,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad,  yet  its  entrance  is  fo  choaked  up  with  fand, 
that  it  is  only  navigable  by  barks.  About  fix 
leagues  from  the  fea  fide  Hands  the  city  of  Cheapo. 
On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  is  a  champaign  coun- 
try, which  affords  a  very  pleafant  view  of  feveral 
adjacent  hills  covered  with  woods,  though  the 
greateft  part  is  good  pafture  ground.  But  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river  a  tra6l  of  wood  land  extends 
for  many  leagues. 

The  250  men  who  were  fent  to  this  place  return- 
ed on  the  24th,  after  their  having  taken  the  town, 
without  the  leaft  oppofition,  but  found  nothing  in 
it  worth  mentioning.  On  the  25;th,  being  joined 
hy  Capt.  Harris,  they  failed  for  Tobago,  and  find- 
ing themfelves  now  1000  ftrong,  it  was  confulted 
whether  they  fliould  make  an  attempt  upon  Pana- 
ma. But  all  thoughts  of  that  expedition  were  laid 
afide,  upon  their  being  informed  by  the  prifoners 
that  the  inhabitants  had  received  a  confiderable 
reinforcement  from  Porto  Bello. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  they  failed  again  for  the 
King's  rilands,and  having  on  the  25th  taken  three 
fea  men  at  P^anama,  were  informed  that  a  f\ri6i 
order  ilfued  there,  not  to  fetch  any  plaintains  from 
the  adjacent  illands,  had  occafioned  a  great  fcarcity. 
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and  that  they  daily  expe6ted  the  arrival  of  the  fleet 
from  Lima. 

On  the  28th  of  May  the  fleet  lay  at  anchor  be- 
tween two  or  three  fmall  i (lands  on  the  foiith  fide 
of  Pacheque,  and  conlifted  of  ten  fail,  of  which 
only  two  were  men  of  war.  Captain  Davis's  Ihip 
carrying  39  guns  and  1^6  men,  and  Captain  Swan's 
16  guns  and  140  men,  the  reft  being  provided 
only  with  fmall  arms,  amounted  to  960 :  They 
had  alfo  one  fire-ftiip.  About  eleven  o'clock  they 
difcovered  the  Spanifh  fleet  at  three  leagues  dif- 
tance  ;  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  they  failed, 
bearing  down  right  before  the  wind  upon  the 
Spaniards,  who  kept  clofe  on  a  vvind  to  come  up 
with  them;  but  night  approaching,  they  ex- 
changed only  a  few  fliot.  As  foon  as  it  began  to 
^row  dark,  the  Spanifh  admiral  put  out  a  light 
at  his  top  as  a  lignal  for  the  fleet  to  come  to  an 
anchor  ;  in  half  an  hour  after  it  was  taken  down, 
but  foon  appeared  as  before ;  which  the  Englilh 
fuppofing  to  be  in  the  admiral's  top,  kept  under 
fail;  but  the  Spaniards  having  put  thlsfecond  light 
on  the  top-maft  head  of  one  of  their  barks,  had 
fent  her  to  the  leeward,  fo  that  in  the  morning, 
the  Englifti  fleet  found  that  the  enemy  had  got  the 
\veather  gage  of  them,  and  were  coming  up  with 
full  fail,  which  obliged  them  to  make  a  running 
fight  of  it  all  day,  almoft  round  the  bay  of  Panama, 
Mr.  Townly  being  hard  prefTed  by  the  Spaniards, 
was  forced  to  make  a  bold  run  between  Pacheque^ 
and  the  three  adjacent  fmall  ifiands.  Captain  Harris 
was  forced  to  weigh  from  the  reft  during  the  fight  ; 
and  Captain  Gronet,  in  the  flour  prize  of  ninety 
tons  btirthenj^  with  308  men,  was  a  mile  to  the 
north  of  his  affociates  when  the  enemy  appeared, 
and  tacking  over  to  the  main,  kept  himfelf  out  of 
the  way  while  there  was  the  leaft  glimmering  of 
danger,  for  which  condu61  fome  of  the  fliips,  the 
folio v/ing  day,  were  for  difplacing  him ;  but  ailer 
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much  difpute,  it  was  agreed  to  difmifs  him  and  his 
nien^  moil  of  whom  were  French,  and  to  fufFer  them 
to  keep  the  fliip  that  had  been  given  them,  with  a 
charge  to  quit  company  immediately.  Thus  their 
long  projeded  delign  vaniflied  into  fmoke ;  but 
though  the  Spanifh  fleet,  according  to  the  report 
of  feme  prifoners  afterwards  taken,  confifted  of 
twenty -four  fail,  belides  periaguas  or  boats  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  oars  each,  among  which  were 
eighteen  fliips  of  good  force,  two  fire  ihips,  and 
about  three  thoufand  men  on  board  the  whole 
fleet,  yet  the  Englifli  had  but  one  man  killed. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  the  fleet  failed  for  the 
ifiand  of  Quibo,  or  Cobaya,  in  quell  of  Captain 
Harris,  and  proceeding  to  the  northward,  faw 
many  rivers  and  creeks,  which  are  not  near  fo  large 
93  on  the  fouth  Me  of  the  bay  of  Panama.  7'he 
coaft  is  partly  hilly  and  partly  low  grounds,  with 
very  thick  w^oods  ;  but  in  the  heart  of  the  country 
there  are  fertile  plains  for  feeding  of  cattle.  Some 
of  the  rivers  on  this  fide  afford  gold,  but  not  in 
fuch  quantities  as  thofe  on  the  other  fide;  but 
there  is  fcarce  any  fettlement  along  this  coaft, 
except  upon  the  rivers  tjiat  lead  to  Lavelia  and 
Nata. 

On  their  arrival  at  Quibo,  they  found  Captain 
Harris  there  before  tliem,  when  it  was  refolved 
that  as  they  had  been  unfuccefsful  in  their  late  at- 
tempt, they  fliould  now  try  their  fortune  by  land, 
by  attacking  the  city  of  Leon,  on  the  coaft  of 
Mexico.  But  as  it  lay  a  good  way  within  the  land, 
it  was  agreed  to  make  canoes  on  the  ifland  of 
Ouibo,  where  they  were  at  anchor,  a  fufficient 
qiiantity  of  timber  fit  for  that  purpofe  being  on 
the  fpot. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  making,  150  men 
were  fent  to  Puebla  Nova,  a  town  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  continent.  They  took  it  with- 
out much  diflicultv,  but  met  with  nothing  there 
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except  an  empty  bark.  Having  finiihed  all  the 
canoes  in  a  month's  time,  they  let  out  for  Rio  Leja^ 
which  is  the  port  for  the  city  of  Leon  ;  and  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft,  quitting  their  Ihips,  and  embarking 
on  board  their  canoes,  of  which  they  had  thirty- 
one,  they  were  in  great  danger  of  being  fwailowed 
up  by  the  waves,  which  ran  mountains  high,  at- 
tended with  thunder  and  lightening,  but  the  ilorni 
abated  ;  yet  another  tornado  had  like  to  have  lent 
them  all  to  the  bottom  :  However  this  alfo  did  not 
lall  long,  and  they  entered  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
harbour  in  the  night,  but  did  not  proceed  farther 
till  break  of  day,  when  they  rowed  deeper  into 
the  creek,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  the  land  on 
both  lides  marfliy  near  the  banks,  and  lb  full  of 
mangrove  trees,  that  there  is  no  palling  through 
them.  Beyond  thefe  was  a  fmall  intrenchment, 
which  they  took  by  furprife,  and  having  landed 
470  men,  left  the  reft,  of  which  number  Mr.  Dam- 
pier  was  one,  to  guard  the  canoes. 

They  began  their  march  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Captain  Townly  leading  the  van,  which 
conlifted  of  100  of  the  briikeft  men.  Captain  Swan 
followed  him  with  100  more,  next  came  Captain 
Davis  with  170,  and  Captain  Knight  brought  up 
the  rear.  Captain  Townly  being  advanced  two 
miles  before  the  reft,  was  attacked,  and  having 
forced  feventy  horfe  to  retire  at  the  diftance  of  four 
miles  from  the  city,  marched  forwards,  and  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  entered  it  without 
oppofition,  though  he  was  foon  after  oppofed  by 
200  Spanifh  horfe  and  500  foot,  firlt  in  a  broad 
ftreet,  and  afterv/ards  in  the  great  market  place; 
but  the  foot  feeing  the  horfe  retire,  followed  their 
example,  leaving  the  town  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Englilh. 

Captain  Swan  did  not  enter  the  the  town  till  four 
o'clock.  Captain  Davis  came  there  about  five, 
and  Knight  came  not  with  the  remainder  till  fix  ; 
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but  feveral  of  the  men  were  left  behind  on  account 
of  their  growing  tired  upon  the  road,  among  whom 
uas  an  old  grey-headed  felJow,  named  Swan,  who 
was  eighty -four  years  of  age,  and  had  ferved  in 
Ireland  under  Cromwell,  and  he  bravely  refufing 
to  take  quarter,  the  Spaniards  (hot  him  dead. 
They  however  took  fome  others,  among  whom 
was  Mr.  Smith,  who  having  lived  a  conliderable 
time  in  the  Canaries,  fpoke  Spaniih  fluently,  and 
being  carried  before  the  Governor,  Was  examined 
as  to  the  ftrength  of  the  invaders,  whom  he  re- 
prefented  to  be  1500  men,  1000  in  the  town,  and 
500  in  the  canoes;  which  had  fuch  an  effe6t  upon 
his  excellency,  that  notwithftanding  his  being  at 
the  head  of  upwards  of  1000  men,  he  did  notchufe 
to  moleft  them.  But  the  next  day  fent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  propofe  a  ranfom  for  the  town.  But  the 
Englifn  demanding  30,000  pieces  of  eight  and  pro- 
vifions  for  1000  men  for  four  months,  he  refufed  to 
give  it,  and  they  accordingly  fet  fire  to  the  city 
on  the  14th  of  Auguft^  and  marched  towards  their 
canoes  the  next  morning.  However  Mr.  Smith 
was  exchanged  for  a  gentlewoman,  and  a  Spaniih 
gentleman  was  releafed,  upon  his  promife  of  de- 
livering 150  oxen  for  his  ranfom  at  Rio  Leja,  the 
place  they  intended  to  attack  next. 

The  city  of  Leon  Hands  twenty  miles  within  the 
country,  in  a  fandy  plain,  near  a  burning  moun- 
tain, called  the  volcano  of  Leon.  The  houfes  are 
large,  and  built  with  flone,  with  gardens  about 
them,  but  are  low,  and  covered  with  tiles.  It 
has  three  churches  and  a  cathedral.  The  above 
fandy  plain  is  furrounded  with  favannahs,  which 
afford  a  free  pafiage  for  the  breezes  on  all  fides, 
and  render  the  town  both  pleafant  and  healthful. 
But  no  ^reat  commerce  is  carried  on  there,  the 
inhabitants  chiefly  fubfiHing  on  their  cattle  and 
fugar-works,  of  which  there  are  feveral  between 
the  landing  place  and  the  city  ;  about  tj^.e  midway 
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between  both  there  is  a  fine  fordable  river,  and 
nearer  the  city  an  Indian  town.  The  city  is  alfo 
faid  to  have  a  good  manufadtory  of  hemp. 

On  the  i5th  of  Auguft,  in  the  afternoon,  they 
arrived  in  their  canoes  in  the  harbour  of  Rio  Leja, 
where  their  fhips  were  by  that  time  come  to  an 
anchor.  The  creek  that  leads  from  Rio  Leja  is 
broad  at  its  entrance,  but  afterwards  clofes  and 
becomes  a  narrow  deep  channel,  lined  on  both 
fides  with  many  cocoa  trees.  The  Spaniards  had 
here  caft  up  an  intrenchment,  which  fronted  the 
entrance  of  the  creek,  and  was  defended  by  120 
men,  and  farther  down  they  had  a  boom  of  trees 
laid  acrofs  the  creek  ;  fo  that  had  they  not  wanted 
courage  to  keep  their  poll,  they  might  have  kept 
off  looo  men.  But  the  Englifh  had  no  fooner 
fired  two  of  their  guns,  than  they  quitted  it,  and 
left  them  at  liberty  to  cut  the  boom,  which  when 
the  EngliQi  had  done,  they  immediately  land- 
ed, and  marched  to  Rio  Leja,  a  fine  town,  leated 
in  a  plain  a  mile  up  a  fmall  river.  It  has  three 
churches,  and  an  hofpital  with  an  handfome  garden; 
they  took  it  without  oppofition,  but  found  nothing 
confiderable,  except  500  packs  of  flour,  and  ibme 
pitch,  tar,  and  cordage.  They  alfo  received  the 
150  oxen  promifed  by  the  gentleman  they  releafed 
at  Leon,  which,  together  with  fome  other  cattle, 
and  the  fugar  found  in  the  country,  was  very 
acceptable.  The  adjacent  country  has  indeed 
many  fugar  works,  and  inclofure^  for  cattle,  and 
coni^derable  quantities  of  pitch,  tar  and  cordage, 
are  made  by  the  country  people.  Rio  Lrjii  is 
however  feated  in  an  unwholefonie  air,  near  ibme 
fens  and  marfhes,  which  fend  forth  anoifomefcent. 
In  its  neighbourhood  grow  melons,  pine- apples, 
guavas,  and  prickly  pears. 

The  ilirub  which  bears  the  guava  fruit  has  long 
and  (lender  boughs,  that  have  a  white  and  fmooth 
bark,  and  leaves  refembling  the  hazel.    The  fruit, 
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which  is  like  a  pear,  has  a  thin  rind  and  many  hard 
feeds,  and  when  ripe  is  yellow,  foft  and  well  tailed. 
It  may  be  eaten  while  green,  which  is  the  cafe 
with  very  few  of  the  fruits  either  in  the  Eaft  or 
WeftJndies,  and  after  it  is  ripe,  it  may  be  baked 
like  pears,  or  coddled  like  apples.  There  are  how- 
ever different  forts  diftinguifhed  by  their  tafte^ 
lliape,  and  colour,  fome  being  red,  and  others 
yellow  in  the  infide.  Before  it  is  ripe  it  is  an 
aftringent,  but  afterwards  loofening. 

The  prickly  pear  which  is  alfo  common  in  man/ 
places  in  the  Weft- Indies,  grows  upon  a  Ihrub 
five  feet  high,  and  thrives  beft  in  faltifti  fandy 
grounds  near  the  fea  (hore.  Each  branch  of  this 
flirub  has  two  or  three  round  leaves  of  the  breadth 
of  a  man's  hand,  not  unlike  houle-leek,  but  edged 
with  prickles  of  an  inch  long.  At  the  extremity 
of  the  leaf  grows  the  fruit,  which  is  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  large  plumb,  fmall  towards  the  leaf,  and 
thick  at  the  other  end,  where  it  opens  like  a  med-' 
lar.  The  fruit  has  alfo  fmall  prickles,  and  is  at 
fifft  green,  but  by  degrees  turns  red.  The 
pulp  is  of  the  fame  conliftence  as  a  thick  fyrup, 
with  fmall  black  feeds;  it  is  cooling,  and  of  a 
pleafant  tafte.  Gur  author  fays  that  he  has  often' 
obferved,  that  on  eating  twenty-two  or  more  of 
them  at  a  time,  they  will  tinge  the  urine  as  red  as* 
blood,  but  without  any  illconfequence. 

On  the  25th,  Captain  Davis  and  Captain  Swan 
parted,  the  firft  in  order  to  return  to  the  coaft  of 
Peru,  and  the  other  intending  to  proceed  farther 
to  the  weft.  Upon  which  Mr.  Dampier,  defiring 
to  fatisfy  his  curiofity,  by  obtaining  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  northren  parts  of  Mexico,  left 
Captain  Davis,  and  went  on  board  Mr.  Swan^ 
who  was  joined  by  Captain  Townly  with  his  two 
barks,  while  Captain  Harris  and  Mr.  Knight 
followed  the  former. 

By  this  time  Mr.  Swan's  men  began  to  be  much 
^fflided  with  fevers^  which  were  attributed  to  the 
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remains  of  a  contagious  diftemper,  that  had  lately 
raged  at  Rio  Leja,  Capt.  Davis's  men  having  underi.- 
gone  the  fame  fate.  On  the  3d  of  September  they 
failed  again,  fteered  to  the  weft,  and  met  with" 
violent  tornadoes,  thunder  and  lightning,  which 
kept  them  out  at  iea,  fo  that  they  faw  no  land  tili 
the  14th,  when  they  came  in  light  of  the  volcano 
of  Guatimala ;  it  appears  with  a  double  peak,  like 
two  fugar-loaves,  between  which  the  fire  and 
fmoke  is  faid  to  break  out  before  bad  weather. 

The  city  of  Guatimala  is  fituated  near  the  foot 
of  this  high  mountain,  eight  leagues  from  the 
fouth  fea,  and  40  or  50  from  the  gulph  of  Matique^ 
in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  in  the  North  Seas.  It  h 
reputed  a  rich  city,  the  country  about  it  abound* 
ing  in  feveral  commodities,  which  are  exported 
thence  into  Europe,  efpecially  the  four  noted  dyes^ 
indigo,  otta  or  anatta,  fylvefter  and  cochineal. 

The  land  near  the  volcano  of  Guatimala  is  low 
by  the  fea-fide,  but  rifes  in  a  grandual  afcent  from 
thence  to  the  diftance  of  about  ten  leagues  froni 
the  Ihore.  They  obferved  floating  in  the  fea  great 
quantities  of  drift  wood  and  pumice  ft  ones,  which 
laft  were  thrown  out  by  the  mountain,  and  by  the 
rains  waftied  into  the  fea. 

On  the  24th,  being  in  14°.  30'.  north  latitude, 
Capt.  Townly  went  on  ihore  with  nine  canoes> 
and  106  men,  in  hopes  of  finding  the  town  of 
Teguantapeque,  which  was  well  known  to  be  fitu- 
ated fomewhere  thereabouts,  in  order  to  get  fome 
refrefliment  for  the  lick  men,  both  he  and  Capt. 
Swan  having  at  leaft  one  half  of  their  crews  in  a 
very  weak  condition ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  return 
to  his  canoes,  without  being  able  to  find  it.  The 
iliips  now  coafted  along  to  the  weft,  in  fight  of  a 
tra61:  of  high  land  that  begins  at  the  eaft,  and  after 
having  run  for  ten  leagues  within  the  land  to  the 
weft,  finks  by  an  eafy  defcent.  On  that  fide  next 
the  fea  they  faw  rich  paftures,  mixed  with  pleafant 
groves,  but  the  furf  which  beat  upon  the  fliore  not 
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fuffering  the  men  to  land  with  their  canoes,  they 
were  forced  to  continue  coafting  for  eight  or  nine 
leagues,  till  Capt.  Townly,  feeing  no  profpe6t  of 
landing,  returned  on  board  with  his  men,  on  the 
2d  of  October.  But  being  foon  after  refolved 
to  try  his  fortune  again,  he  ran  his  canoes  alhore 
in  a  fandy  bay,  where  he  landed,  but  loft  one 
man,  and  had  moft  of  his  powder  fpoiled  by  the 
water.  They  were  however  no  fooner  on  ihore, 
than  they  found  the  country  full  of  torrents  and 
unfordable  rivers.  This  obliged  them  to  think 
of  returning  to  their  canoes,  which  while  they 
were  attempting,  they  were  attacked  by  200  Spa- 
niards ^nd  Indians,  whom  they  foon  repulfed  and 
put  to  flight. 

Capt.  Townly  having  again  rejoined  Capt. 
Swan,  they  ftill  continued  failing  to  the  weftwardi 
but  could  difcover  neither  creek  nor  bay  for  20 
leagues  farther,  when  they  came  to  the  i Hand  of 
Tangola,  where  there  is  fafe  anchorage,  with  plenty 
of  wood  and  water,  and  from  thence  they  coafted 
along  till  they  came  to  Guatulco,  one  ot  the  beft 
ports  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  On  the  eaft  iide 
of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  about  the  diftance 
of  a  mile,  is  a  fmall  illand  near  the  ihore,  and  on 
the  weft  fide  of  that  entrance  is  a  large  hollow  rock 
open  at  the  top,  from  which  a  column  of  wate^ 
forces  its  paflage  in  the  manner  of  a  fountain,  and 
rifing  to  a  great  height  even  in  the  calmeft  weather, 
affords  a  good  mark  tofeamen,  bound  for  this  port* 
At^  the  bottom  of  this  harbour,  which  is  three 
miles  deep,  and  one  mile  broad,  there  is  a  fine 
brook  of  irefh  water,  near  which  formerly  flood  a 
town  that  was  facked  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  but 
there  are  no  figns  of  it  now  remaining,  except  the 
ruins  of  an  old  chapel,  ftanding  in  the  niidft  of  a 
grove.  The  land  is  here  covered  with  a  variety  of 
trees,  which,  rifing  in  regular  ridges,  form  a  very 
agreeable  profpe(5t. 
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Capt  Swan  being  ill,  went  on  Ihore  here  with 
all  the  Tick,  and  a  Ibrgeon  to  attend  them,  while 
Capt.  Townly  marched  at  the  head  of  a  confidera- 
ble  number  of  men  to  the  eaftward,  in  fearch  for 
houfes  and  inhabitants,  and  about  a  league  from 
Guatulco,  came  up  with  a  river  called  Capulita, 
which  is  very  deep,  and  has  a  fwift  current;  fome 
of  his  men  fwimming  acrofs  the  itream,  feized  two 
Indians,  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  ftationed  there 
as  centinels  to  watch  their  proceedings,  though 
they  were  entire  ftrangers  to  the  Spanifh  tongue^ 
One  of  thefe  they  carried  on  board  a  (hip,  and  made 
life  of  the  other  to  guide  them  to  an  Indian  fettle- 
ment,  but  they  found  nothing  there,  befidesfome 
vanelloes  drying  in  the  fun. 

The  vanello  is  a  perfume  fold  at  a  pretty  high 
price  in  many  parts  of  the  Weft- Indies,  and  being 
infufed  into  chocolate,  gives  it  a  delicate  flavour. 
It  grows  on  a  fmall  kind  of  vine  that  creeps  up 
about  the  trees,  and  at  firft  bears  a  yellow  flower, 
that  produces  a  pod  about  four  or  five  inches  long, 
which  is  at  firft  green,  but  when  ripe  becomes 
yellow,  and  has  black  feeds.  After  they  are  gather- 
ed they  are  laid  in  the  fun,  which  makes  them  foft 
and  of  a  chefnut  colour.  The  Spaniards  who  pur- 
chafe  the  vanelloes  very  cheap  of  the  Indians,  fqak 
them  afterwards  in  oil. 

Ontheiothof  06tober,  they  fent  four  canoes 
before,  to  the  weft  ward,  in  hopes  of  taking  fome 
prifoners,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  fituation 
of  the  country,  and  thefe  were  ordered  to  wait  at 
Port  Angelo.  The  fhips  at  Guatulco  had  taken 
in  a  fuppiy  of  wood  and  water,  as  well  as  plenty 
of  a  fmall  kind  of  turtle,  by  which  the  men  were 
greatly  refreflied,  they  having  had  no  frefti  provi- 
iions  for  a  conliderable  time.  On  the  22d,  two  of 
the  canoes  being  feparated  from  the  reft,  returned 
on  board,  after  attempting  to  land  at  a  place  where 
they  faw  many  cattle  feeding  upon  a  Savanna^  but 
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the  fea  running  high,  they  were  overfet,  and  one 
man  drowned,  four  guns  loft,  and  the  reft  of  their 
arms  fpoiled  with  the  water.  However,  the  next 
day  loo  men  landed  at  Port  Angelo,  and  got 
plenty  of  fait,  hogs,  cocks,  hens,  and  maize,  in 
a  houfe  near  the  plain,  but  could  carry  little  on 
board,  on  account  of  the  diftance  of  the  place  from 
the  fea  lide. 

On  the  28th  they  continued  their  voyage,  and 
at  night  met  with  the  two  other  canoes,  who  had 
been  as  far  as  the  port  of  Acapulco,  and  in  their 
return  took  in  a  fupply  of  frefli  water,  in  fpite  of 
150  Spaniards,  who  would  have  oppofed  them  ; 
atter  which  they  ftood  in  a  fait  water  bay,  on  the 
banks  whereof  they  found  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  dried  filh,  which  they  brought  on  board.  The 
entrance  of  this  bay  is  clofeiy  hemmed  in  with 
rocks  on  both  fides,  fo  that  the  pafTage  betwixt 
them  is  not  above  a  piltol  fiiot  over,  though  the 
bay  is  of  confiderable  compafs.  As  the  fliips  were 
juft  oflf  the  bay,  twelve  men  were  fent  in  a  canoe 
for  more  fifti ;  but  the  Spaniards  being  already 
alarmed,  pofted  themfelves  behind  the  rocks,  and 
fired  fuch  a  volley  of  (hot  upon  the  canoes  at  their 
entering  the  bay,  that  they  wounded  five  of  the 
men.  They  however  rowed  forward  out  of  gun- 
ihot  where  they  ftaid  two  days  and  three  nights, 
not  daring  to  return  the  fanie  way  they  came  ;  but 
at  laft  Capt.  Townley,  who  lay  near  the  fliore, 
hearing  the  firing  of  guns,  manned  one  of  his 
canoes,  and  driving  the  Spaniards  from  the  rocks, 
opened  them  a  free  pafliage,  and  they  returned  on 
board  on  the  21ft. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  they  continued  their 
courfe  weft  ward,  until  they  came  to  a  large  river, 
two  leagues  to  the  weft  of  the  rock  of  Algatrofs, 
on  the  banks  of  which  the  Spaniards  had  caft  up 
an  entrenchment,  defended  by  200  foldiers.  The 
Englifli  however  landed,  and  with  little  oppofition 
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fbrced  them  to  fly.     They  found  there  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fait,  ufed  in  falting  the  fiih  taken 
in  the  bay.   They  now  marched  three  leagues  into 
the  country,  and  having  taken  a  mulatto  prifoner, 
he  informed  them  that  a  flout  (hip  was  lately  come 
to  Acapulco  from  Lima ;    when   Capt   Townly 
Handing  in  need  of  a  better  ihip  than  his  own, 
propofed  cutting  her  out  of  the  harbour,  and  in 
fpite  of  Capt.  Swan's  remonftrances  on  the  diffi- 
culty of  theenterprize,  and  the  neceffity  they  were 
under  of  Hocking   themfelves  with  maize,    and 
other  provilions,  which  were  to  be  had  in  great 
plenty  where  they  now  were,  he  carried  his  point^; 
and  the  canoes  were  manned  for  the  expedition  ; 
but  they  narrowly  efcaped  being  loft  in  a  tornado, 
and  the  men  were  obliged  to  wait  a  whole  day  in 
Port  Marquifs,  a  league  to  the  eaftward  of  Aca- 
pulco,  where  they  dried  their  cloaths  and  arms, 
and  the  following  night  rowed  foftly  into  Acapulcq 
harbour  ;  but  found  the  Ihip  fo  well  guarded,  that 
quitting  their  enterprize,  they  retired  greatly  dif- 
appointed. 

They  fome  time  after  landed  to  the  north- weft 

of  the  hill  of  Petaplan,  and    170  men  marching 

fourteen  miles  into  the  country,  came  to  a  mean 

poor  Indian  village,  which  was  deferted   by  the 

inhabitants,  who  carried  off  their  effects,  fo  that 

they  found  only  a  mulatto  woman  and  her  four 

fmall  children,  all  of  whom  they  brought  off;  but 

being  carried   on  board,  flie  declared   that  fome 

mules  laden  with  flour,  and  other  goods  defigned 

for  Acapulco,  had  flopped  on  the  road  to  the  weft 

of  that  village ;  upon  which   they  filled  to  the 

harbour  of    Chequetan,  and   landing  ninety-five 

men,  with  the  mulatto  woman  for  their  guide,  fFie 

€ondu6led  them  through  a  pathlefs  wood,  by  the 

lide  of  a  river  into  a  plain,  near  which  they  fourd 

fixty   mules   at  a  farm   houfe  laden  with  flour, 

cheefe,  chocolate^  earthen- ware,  and  fome  cows. 
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which  they  killed,  all  which  they  carried  off,  except 
the  earthen-ware;  and  foon  after  Captain  Swan 
went  on  fhore,  and  killed  eighteen  cows  without 
the  leaft  oppofition. 

Having  thus  flocked  themfelves  with  as  much 
provilions  as  they  could  conveniently  flow  on  board 
their  different  vefTels,  they  difmifred  the  woman 
and  her  children  with  a  prefent  of  fome  old  clothes 
and  other  trifles,  for  which  (he  feemed  very  thank- 
ful: but  Captain  Swan  in  fpite  of  her  tears  and 
intreaties,  detained  one  of  her  boys,  who  was 
about  eight  years  of  age,  had  a  fprightly  genius, 
and  afterwards  proved  a  very  good  and  ufeful  boy, 
and  the  captain  behaved  to  him  like  a  kind  mailer. 

On  the  2ift  of  November,  they  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  weilward,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  a 
town  in  about  iS"^.  8'.  north  latitude;  but  they 
could  find  no  traces  of  it,  nor  of  the  city  of  Colima, 
which  was  reported  to  be  very  rich  :  And  though 
they  rowed  twenty  leagues  along  the  Ihore,  they 
could  not  meet  with  any  place  where  they  were 
able  to  land,  or  perceive  the  leaft  fign  of  inhabi- 
tants. Atlaft  they  fpied  a  horfeman,  and  having 
with  difficulty  made  the  fliore,  in  hopes  of  taking 
him  prifoner,  they  purfued  him,  but  foon  loft  him 
in  the  woods  ;  upon  which,  they  returned  on  board 
on  the  28th. 

The  next  day,  the  two  captains  once  more  took 
to  their  canoes  with  200  men,  in  order  to  go  in 
fearch  of  a  town  called  Salagua  ;  and  as  they  were 
rowing  along  the  ihore,  faw  two  horfemen  on  the 
beach,  one  oivvhom  by  way  ofderifion,  drank  to 
them  out  of  a  pocket  bottle  ;  in  return  for  which 
civility  they  iliot  his  horfe ;  whereupon  his  com- 
panion fled,  and  two  of  the  men  ftripping  them- 
lelves,  fwam  on  fliore,  in  order  to  fecure  him  ;  but 
being  unarmed,  they  could  not  fucceed  in  their 
attempt,  he  keeping  them  at  bay  with  a  long 
knife. 
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On  the  30th,  the  canoes  returned  on  board,  the 
fea  every  where  running  fo  high,  that  the  men 
could  not  find  any  fate  landing.  However  on  the 
firft  of  December,  they  came  in  fight  of  the  port 
of  Salagua,  which  is  parted  by  a  rocky  point  about 
the  middle,  that  gives  it  the  appearance  of  two 
harbours.  On  their  nearer  approach,  they  faw 
a  large  thatched  houfe,  which  appeared  to  be  new, 
with  a  conliderable  body  of  Spaniards,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  making  a  military  parade,  with  their 
drums  beating,  and  colours  hying.  The  next 
morning  200  of  the  ftouteft  of  the  Englilh  landed  ; 
but  the  Spanilh  foot  did  not  ftand  one  charge ;  and 
the  horfe  foon  followed  them,  when  two  of  the 
Englifh  having  knocked  down  their  riders,  mount- 
ed and  purfued  the  fugitives  fo  far,  that  they  were 
furrounded,  unhorfed,  and  received  feveral  wounds, 
and  would  have  certainly  been  killed,  if  fome  of 
the  fvvifteft  of  their  companions  had  not  come  up 
timely  to  their  relief  Here  they  found  a  broad 
floney  road  leading  into  the  country,  which  was 
interfperfed  with  tiiick  woods.  This  road,  they 
were  informed  by  two  mulattoes  whom  they  made 
prifoners,  led  to  the  city  of  Oarrah,  which  was 
lour  long  days  journey  from  the  fea,  and  that  the 
body  of  troops  they  had  put  to  flight  was  fent  from 
that  city  to  fecure  the  Manilla  fhip,  which  was  to 
fet  fome  palfengers  on  lliore  at  this  place. 

This  induced  them  to  fail  again  to  the  weilward, 
towards  Cape  Corientes,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with 
the  above  galleon;  and  on  the  nth,  coming  in 
fight  of  that  cape,  they  took  their  ftations  in  iiich 
a  manner  as  they  imagined  would  prevent  their 
miffing  her ;  however  wanting  provifions,  iafty  or 
fixty  men  were  fent  in  a  bark  to  procure  fome  to 
the  weft  of  the  cape  ;  but  returned  without  being 
able  to  get  round  it.  However  they  left  four  canoes 
behind,  manned  with  forty-iix  men,  who  intended 
to  row  to  the  weft. 

VOL.  IL  7    G 
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On  the  fSth,  the  (hips  failed  to  the  ifles  of 
Chametly^  eighteen  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Cape 
Corientesy  Thefe  are  five  fmall  low  and  woody 
iflandsj  furround^d  with  rocks  that  lie  in  the  form^ 
of  an  half  moon^  within  a  mile  of  the  continent^ 
between  which,  and  thefe  iilands,  there  is  fafe 
anchorage.  They  are  inhabited  by  iifhermen,  who 
are  fervants  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Purification,  which  isaconfiderable  city  fourteen- 
leagues  up  the  country. 

On  the  24th  the  four  canoes  which  had  becrfc 
left  by  Captain  Townly's  bark,  returned  to  the' 
Ihips  near  the  cape,  having  got  round  by  the  help 
of  their  oars,  and  landed  in  the  valley  of  Valderas 
or  Val  d'lras,  the  valley  of  Flags,  having  met 
with  but  indifferent  fuccefs.  This  valley  lies  at  the 
bottom  of  a  deep  bay,  incloled  between  Cape  Cori- 
entes  and  the  Point  of  Pontique.  It  is  about  three 
leagues  wide,  and  bounded  on  the  land  fide  by  a 
green  bill,  which  by  its  eafy  defcent  into  the 
valley,  affords  a  delightful  profpe6l,  as  do  the 
wide  fpread  paftures  ftored  with  cattle  ;  and  the 
pleafant  groves  of  guavas,  orange,  and  lime  trees ; 
that  grow  here  in  vaft  numbers.  At  this  place 
the  canoes  had  landed  thirty-feven  men,  who 
baving  advanced  three  miles  into  the  country, 
were  attacked  by  150  Spaniards,  horfe  and  foot  ;- 
but  happily  an  adjacent  wood  afforded  them  a 
retreat,  whence  they  fired  upon  the  Spaniards,  and 
having  killed  their  leader  and  fevcnCeen  more 
horfemen,  obliged  them  to  retire ;  but  in  this  fkir- 
mifh  the  Englifh  loft  four  men,  and  had  two' 
wounded,  whom  they  brought  down  to  their  ca- 
noes upon  horfes,  one  of  which  they  killed  and  eatj^ 
for  though  there  was  plenty  of  horned  cattle  in 
the  plain,  they  were  afraid  of  venturing  back  for 
fear  of  meeting  a  frefh  body  of  Spaniards. 

On  the  28i;h,  Captain  Townly,  who  had  before 
failed  with  fixty  men  to  furprize  an  Indian  village. 
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returned  on  board  with  forty  bufhels  of  raaizco 
They  continued  cruiling  oifthis  cape  till  the  firft 
of  January,  when  their  provifions  being  exhaufted, 
they  fteered  to  the  valley  of  Valderas  to  provide 
.a  fup ply  of  beef.  They  came  to  anchor  about  a 
fnile  from  the  fliore,  and  having  landed  240  men, 
jDf  whom  fifty  were  conftantly  eip ployed  in  watch- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Spaniards,  they  killed 
and  falted  as  many  cows  as  would  ferve  them  two 
afnonths,  and  had  they  not  wanted  fait,  might 
have  taken  a  much  larger  fupply.  Mean  while 
the  Spaniards  often  appeared  in  large  companies^, 
but  never  dared  to  attack  them.  But  while  they 
were  engaged  in  this  neeeffary  bufinefs,  the  Manil- 
la fhip  paifed  by  them  to  the  eaftward,  as  they 
Were  afterwards  informed  by  fome  prifoners  whom 
they  happened  to  feize.  The  lofs  of  this  great  and 
valuable  prize  was  chiefly  attributed  to  the  wilful- 
jiefs  of  Captain  Townly,  in  refolving  to  attempt 
taking  the  fhip  in  the  harbour  of  Acapulco,  when 
they  ought  to  have  been  providing  themfelves  with 
a  fiifficient  fupply  of  beef  and  maize.  They  had 
hitherto  a  double  defign  in  view;  firft  the  taking 
of  the  Manilla  fhip,  and  fecondly,  fearching  after 
rich  towns  and  mines  near  the  coafl,  not  knowing 
that  thefe  all  lie  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  country. 
But  now  finding  themfelves  quite  deceived  in  their 
hopes,  they  parted.  Captain  Townly  failing  back 
to  the  eaft,  and  Mr.  Pampier  in  Captain  Swan's 
|hip  to  the  weft. 

On  the  7th  of  January  i685,  they  failed  from 
their  ftation  off  the  valley  of  Valderas,  and  on 
the  20th ,  anchored  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Chametly 
iflands,  which  are  different  from  thofe  above-men- 
tioned. They  being  a  knot  of  fix  fmall  iflands  in 
^.3^.  11',  north  lat.  and  three  leagues  from  the 
continent;  one  or  two  of  them  have  fome  fandy 
preeks,  and  produce  a  fruit  called  penguins,  of 
w!)ich  there  are  twofo^'tS;,  the  red  and  yellow.  The 
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red  penguin  refembles  a  ninepin  in  fhape,  but  is 
no  bigger  than  an  onion.  It  has  no  Item,  but 
grows  immediately  out  of  the  ground,  fixty  or 
leventy  fometimes  rifmg  upright  in  aclufter,  en- 
compalTed  with  prickly  leaves  of  a  foot  and  a  half, 
or  two  feet  long.  The  yellow  penguin  grows 
on  a  fteni  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  arm,  which 
rifes  a  foot  from  the  ground,  with  leaves  half  a 
foot  long  and  an  inch  broad.  The  fruit  grows  in 
clufters  on  the  top  of  the  ftalk,  it  being  round  and 
of  the  fize  of  an  hen's  egg.  The  rind  is  pretty 
thick,  and  the  pulp,  which  has  a  delightful  tafte, 
is  full  of  black  feeds.  Captain  Swan  here  took 
loo  men  with  him  to  the  north  to  difcover  the  river 
Cullacan,  fuppofed  to  lie  in  4^.  north  latitude, 
with  a  very  wealthy  town  upon  its  banks  ;  but 
though  they  rowed  above  thirty  leagues,  they  could 
difcover  no  river,  nor  even  any  fafe  landing  place'. 
However  they  afterwards  landed  on  the  weft  fide 
ofa  fait  lake,  feven  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
the  Chametly  ifiands,  where  they  found  one  houfe, 
in  which  they  took  feven  or  eight  bulhels- of  maize, 
and  were  told  by  an  Indian  prifoner  they  had  taken> 
that  there  was  generally  a  confiderable  number 
of  black  cattle  in  this  place,  which  the  Spaniards 
bad  driven  off,  but  that  they  might  probably  find 
provifionsat  an  Indian  town,  at  about  five  leagues 
diftance.  ,They  therefore  immediately  directed 
their  courfe  thither,  but  on  their  approaching  the 
place,  were  oppofed  by  a  good  body  of  Spaniards 
and  Indians,  but  thefe  being  beaten  back  at  the 
firil  charge,  they  entered  the  town,  where  they 
only  found  two  or  three  wounded  Indians,  who 
told  themthat  the  town  was  called  Madadan,  and 
that  five  leagues  from  thence  were  two  rich  gold 
mines.  They  ftaid  there  till  the  fecond  of  February* 
when  eighty  men  were  ordered  to  a  town  called 
Kofario,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  whence  they 
took  ninety  bufhels  more  of  maize,  being  at  this 
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time  more  valued  by  them  than  all  the  gold  iii 
the  Indies,  which  was  therefore  negle6led,  though 
they  were  told  that  the  mines  were  only  two 
leagues  from  thence. 

From  Rofario  the  fliips  fleered  to  the  river  St. 
Jago,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  rivers  on  this 
coaft,  where  Capt.  Swan  fent  feventy  men  to  look 
for  a  town,  while  the  fliips  anchored  at  its  mouth. 
On  the  eaft  they  found  a  large  field  of  maize,  in 
which  they  feized  an  Indian,  who  told  them  that 
four  leagues  farther  was  a  town  called  Santa  Peca- 
que,  of  which  Capt.  Swan  being  informed,  he  went 
with  140  men  in  eight  canoes  five  leagues  up  the 
river,  and  then  landing,  marched  through  fertile 
plains  and  woods  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  the 
Spaniards  quitting  the  place  at  their  approach,  the 
Englifli  entered  it  without  oppofition. 

Santa  Pecaque  is  feated  in  a  fpacious  plain  on 
the  fide  of  a  wood,  but  though  it  is  not  very  large 
it  is  neatly  built,  and  has  two  churches,  and  like 
moft  of  the  Spanifti  towns  in  thefe  parts  has  a  fquare 
inarket  place  in  the  middle.  At  five  or  fix  leagues 
diftance  from  the  town  are  filver  mines,  the  ore  of 
which  is  carried  from  this  place  on  mules,  twenty 
one  leagues  to  Compoftella,  the  capital  of  this  part 
of  Mexico.  This  ialt  city  is  inhabited  by  about 
feventy  white  families,  and  5  or  600  mulattoes  and 
Indians.  - 

As  the  men  found  here  plenty  of  maize,  fugar, 
fait,  and  falt-fillr,  Capt.  Swan  ordered  one  half  of 
them  to  carry  provifions  on  board,  while  the  reft 
took  care  of  the  town.  This  they  did  by  turns, 
and  having  feized  horfes,  made  ufe  of  them  to  eafe 
them  in  their  labour.  Thus  they  proceeded  for 
two  days,  but  on  the  19th  of  January,  Capt.  Swan 
being  informed  by  a  prifoner  that  1000  armed  men 
had  lately  marched  from  St.  Jago,  a  rich  town  at 
three  leagues  diftance,  in  order  to  attack  him  ;  he 
commanded  his  people  to  get  all  the  horfes  they 
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Could,  and  to  maixh  in  a  body  with  all  the  provi- 
iions  they  could  carry  to  their  canoes:  but  they 
refiiiing  to  obey  him  till  all  the  provifions  could  be 
carried  on  boards  he  was  forced  to  let  one  half  of 
•them  go  on  with  54  horles  ;  thefe  had  fcarcely 
inarched  a  mile,  before  the  Spaniards,  who  lay  in 
ambuih,  attacked  and  killed  them  all  upon  the 
fpot,  for  though  Capt.  Swan  maixhed  to  their  re- 
lief, they  were  all  ilain  and  ftripped,  but  as  they 
had  probably  paid  pretty  dear  for  the  vi(5iory,  they 
never  attempted  to  engage  him,  by  which  means 
Capt.  Swan  returned  on  board  with  (he  reft  of  his 
inen. 

The  day  after  this  bloody  engagement,  they 
fleered  towards  Californiaj  and  on  the  7th  of  Fe- 
bruary came  to  an  anchor  in  Prince  George's  ifland, 
the  middlemoft  of  the  Tres  Marias.  Mr.  Dampier 
having  been  long  iick  of  the  dropf}^,  was  here 
l)iiricd  for  about  half  an  hour  up  to  the  neck  in 
the  fand,  v;hich  threw  him  into  a  profufe  fweat, 
and  being  afterwards  wrapped  up  warm  and  put  tQ 
bed  in  a  tent,  found  great  benefit  from  this  extra- 
ordinary remedy.  They  remained  careening  til} 
the  2.6th,  but  as  there  was  no  frefn  water  to  be  got 
here  in  the  dry  feafon,  they  failed  to  a  little  rivulet 
on  the  continent  near  Corientes,  where  they  con- 
tinued a  conliderable  time,  when  finding  that  their 
fuccefs  in  this  part  of  the  world  had  been  hithertqi 
very  indifferent,  and  that  there  appeared  no  pro- 
bability of  its  rnpnding,  Capt.  Swan,  Mr.  Dampier, 
and  a  majority  of  the  other  men,  agreed  to  fteer 
their  courfe  for  the  EaftTndies,  though  many  on 
board  were  greatly  averfe  to  this  voyage,  which 
they  thought  it  impofnble  for  them  to  accompli fh. 

On  the  31ft  of  March  i6$6,  they  failed  from 
Cape  Corientes,  and  after  the  firft  day,  advanced 
very  fail  in  their  voyage,  having  very  fair  weather 
and  a  frefh  trade  wind  ;  but  in  all  this  voyage, 
they  law  neither  fi(h  nor  fowl,  except  a  large  flight 
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of  boobies^  which  appears  on  their  approaching 
the  Ladrone  iilands  ;  and  one  on  the  20th  of  May 
they  difcovered  land,  to  their  great  joy,  as  they 
had  but  three  days  provifions  left,  and  the  next 
day  came  to  an  anchor  about  a  mile  fiom  iliore, 
on  the  weft-fide  of  the  ifiand  of  Guam,  which  Mr. 
Dampier  computes  to  be  125^.  ii\  or  7302  miles 
WTll  of  Cape  Corientes. 

Capt.  Swan  immediately  wrote  a  very  obliging 
letter,  which  he  Pent  with  a  few  prefects  to  the 
governor ;  he  in  return  received  great  plenty  of 
hogs,  cocoa-nuts,  rice,  bifcuit,  and  50  pounds  ^f 
fine  Manilla  tobacco,  and  being  afterwards  inform- 
ed by  one  of  the  Friars,  that  Mindanao,  one  of  the 
Philippine  iilands,  abounded  with  provifions,  they 
left  Guam  on  the  2d  of  June,  and  failing  with  a 
ftrong  eaft  wind,  arrived  on  the  21ft  on  the  coaft 
of  St.  John's,  one  of  the  Philippine  iilands,  and 
€ame  to  an  anchor  in  a  fmall  bay  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Mindanao. 

The  Philippians  are  a  range  of  large  iilands  ex- 
tending from  5*^.  to  19*^.  north  latitude,  the  chief 
of  them  is  Luconia,  which  is  now  entirely  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards.  To  the  fouth  of 
Luconia,  are  12  or  14  other  large  iOands,  beildes 
an  infinite  number  of  fmaller  ones  in  the  poifeirioil 
of  the  Spaniards ;  but  the  two  fouthermofr,  thoie 
of  St.  John  and  Mindanao  are  the  only  ones  not 
fubje6f  to  the  Spaniih  jurifdi6lion. 

The  iiland  of  St.  John  lies  between  feven  and 
eight  degrees  north  latitude,  about  four  leagues 
eaft  of  Mindanao,  and  is  38  leagues  in  length,  its 
breadth  about  the  middle  24  leagues,  and  the  foil 
is  extremely  fertile. 

Mindanao  is  next  to  Luconia,  tlie  largeit  of  all 
the  Philippine  iilands:  It  extending  60  leagues 
in  length,  and  40  or  50  in  breadth  ;  the  ibil  is 
generally  good,  and  the  i\ony  hills  ])roduce  many 
forts  of  trees,  which  are  not  at  all  known  among 
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us.  The  valleys  are  watered  with  brooks  and  rivu- 
lets, and  are  ftored  with  feveral  forts  of  ever-greens^, 
and  with  rice,  water-melons,  plaintains,  bananas, 
guavas,  nutmegs^  cloves^  cocoa  nuts,  oranges, 
betel  nuts,  durions,  jackas,  and  particularly  the 
tree  whence  fagoe  is  gathered,  which  grows  wild 
in  groves  of  feveral  miles  in  length  :  this  is  called 
by  the  natives  the  Libby  tree. 

The  Libby  tree  refembles  the  cabbage  tree,  but 
is  not  fo  tall.  It  has  a  thin  hard  bark,  full  of 
white  pith,  like  that  of  the  elder.  The  tree  being 
cut  down  and  fplit,  the  pith  is  taken  out  and  beat 
well  in  a  trough  or  mortar,  and  then  pouring 
water  upon  it,  is  well  ftirred,  and  ilrained  through 
a  cloth,  through  which  the  water  forces  all  the 
jiiealy  fubftance,  and  leaves  only  an  ufelefs  hufk 
behind,  which  is  thrown  away.  This,  after  it  is 
well  fettled,  they  feparate  from  the  water,  and  form 
it  into  cakes,  which  when  baked,  are  almoft  as 
good  eating  as  bread,  and  on  this  food  the  natives 
of  Mindanao  live  for  three  or  four  months  in  the 
year.  The  fagoe  which  is  exported  is  dried  in  fmall 
bits  like  confits,  and  carried  to  other  parts  of  the 
Eaft- Indies.  It  is  an  excellent  ftrengthener,  and 
is  now  well  known  almoft  over  all  Europe. 

The  plaintain  tree  is  about  three  feet  in  circum- 
ference, and  grows  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet.  It  fprings  out  of  a  fucker,  with  only  two 
leaves;  but  when  it  is  a  foot  high,  another  pair  of 
leaves  fprout  out,  and  in  the  fame  manner  both  the 
leaves  increafe  in  fize  and  number  to  the  very  top. 
The  fruit  which  is  fhaped  like  a  hog's  pudding, 
ariles  from  the  heart  of  the  tree  in  cods  lix  or  {even 
inches  long,  growing  in  clufters.  When  it  is  ar- 
rived at  maturity,  it  is  a  pure  pulp  without  either 
feed  or  kernel,  as  foft  and  yellov/  as  butter,  and 
melts  in'  the  mouth  like  marmalade.  The  tree, 
on  being  cut  down,  is  fplit  in  the  middle,  and  left 
to  dry  in  the  fun,  when  it  appears  compofed  of 
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threads  of  equal  bignefs,  which  are  drawn  out  by 
perfons,  who  obtain  a  livelihood  by  that  employ- 
ment, and  are  afterwards  woven  into  pieces  of 
cloth  of  feven  or  eight  yards  in  length.  This 
illand  alfo  produces  another  kind  of  pLiintain  of  a 
lels  fize,  the  fruit  of  which  has  a  black  feed,  and 
is  efteemed  a  great  aftringent. 

The  Banana  feems  a  fmaller  fpecies  of  plaintain, 
and  is  more  foft  and  delicate  though  not  fo  lufcious. 
It  is  beft  eaten  when  raw,  for  it  is  not  very  agree- 
able when  roafted  or  boiled.  It  is  fometimes  mafhed 
into  drink,  and  is  pleafant  enough  when  taken  that 
way. 

The  Durion  fruit  is  produced  by  a  tree  that  re- 
fembles  the  apple-tree.  It  is  as  large  as  a  pomkin, 
but  is  not  to  be  eaten  till  it  is  quite  ripe,  when  the 
top  burfting  open,  diiFufes  a  very  fragrant  fmell. 
The  pulp,  which  is  very  delicious,  is  as  foft  and 
white  as  cream  ;  it  is  divided  into  cells  like  a  wal- 
nut, and  is  like  that  covered  with  a  thick  green 
rind.  In  the  heart  of  it,  is  a  Hone  as  big  as  a 
bean,  the  out-fide  of  which,  on  being  roafted, 
peels  off,  in  a  thin  fhell,  when  the  kernel  in  tafte 
refembles  a  chefnut.  But  this  fruit  will  not  keep 
above  two  days  after  its  being  plucked. 

The  Jaca-tree  is  a  fruit  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but 
yellower  and  fuller  of  ftones  or  kernels,  which  are 
good  when  roafted. 

The  Betel-nut  is  rounder  and  larger  than  the 
nutmeg,  and  grows  upon  a  very  high  tree,  which 
produces  no  leaves  except  near  the  top.  This  fruit 
is  much  valued,  it  being  grateful  to  the  ftomach. 
It  alfo  reddens  the  lips,  cleanfes  the  gums,  and 
preferves  the  teeth,  though  it  dyes  them  black. 
It  is  chewed  all  over  the  eaft,  and  is  apt  to  make 
thofe  very  giddy  who  are  not  ufed  to  it. 

The  nutmegs  here  are  extremely  large  and 
good  ;  and  here  alfo  are  excellent  cloves,  but  the 
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people  do  not  care  to  propagate  them,  for  fear  of 
the  Dutch,  who  monopolize  the  fpice  trade.  There 
are  aifo  many  other  ditferent  kmds  of  fruit  produced 
here. 

Though  this  ifiand  has  no  beafls  of  prey,  it 
affords  great  iiiimbers  of  wild  and  tame  beafls,  as 
horfes,  cows,  buffaloes,  deer,  goats,  wild  hogs, 
monkeys,  guanoes,  lizards,  fnakes,  and  fcorpions. 
They  have  aifo  centipedes,  which  though  no  thick- 
er than  a  goofe  quill,  are  five  inches  long,  and 
their  fling  is  as  fatal  as  that  of  a  fcorpion.  Their 
hogs  feed  in  prodigious  herds  in  the  woods,  and 
are  remarkable  for  having  thick  knobs  growing 
over  their  eyes.  There  is  aifo  here  a  creature  four 
times  as  large  as  a  guanoe,  which  it  nearly  refem- 
bles  ;  it  has  a  forked  tongue,  but  Mr.  Dampier 
was  unacquainted  with  the  effe<5fs  of  its  bite. 

They  have  no  tame  fowls,  befides  hens  and 
ducks,  but  abundance  of  thofe  which  are  wild,  as 
turtle  doves,  pigeons,  parrots,  parroquetoes,  bats 
as  large  as  our  kites,  and  an  infinite  number  of 
fmall  birds  of  various  kinds. 

Their  chief  fiih  are  bonitos,  mullets,  breams, 
cavalies,  and  turtle.  Here  are  good  harbours, 
creeks  and  rivers,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  country 
are  mountains  that  afford  confiderable  quantities 
of  gold. 

The  climate  of  Mindanao  is  not  fo  excefUve  hot 
as  might  be  expelled,  confidering  its  nearnefs  to 
the  equator ;  for  the  fea  breezes  cool  the  air  by 
day,  as  the  land  winds  do  by  night.  From  O6iober 
till  May  the  winds  are  eafterly,  with  fair  weather; 
and  from  May  to  October  they  are  wefterly,  with 
rains  and  violent  tempefts,  which  frequently  tear 
up  the  largeft  trees,  lay  the  whole  country  under 
water,  and  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe  in  canoes.  This  ftormy  weather  is  in  July 
and  Auguft,  but  it  abates  in  September,  in  v^hich 
month  they  have  very  heavy  fogs,  that  laft  until 
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ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  efpecially  if 
it  has  rained  the  preceding  night. 

The  people  are  in  general  much  alike  as  to 
llrength,  nature,  and  colour.  They  are  well  limb- 
ed, have  fmail  heads,  flat  foreheads,  fmali  black 
eyes,  fliort  nofes,  wide  mouths,  and  black  teeth 
and  hair,  though  their  teeth  are  found,  and  their 
complexions  are  of  a  bright  tawny.  They  are  of 
low  itature,  and  have  fiiiall  limbs,  are  ingenious 
and  nimble,  but  thieviili  and  indolent,  civil  and 
obliging  to  Itrangers,  but  implacable  when  offend- 
ed. The  men  are  clothed  with  a  turban  tied  once 
round  the  head,  in  a  knot,  the  ends  hanging  down, 
and  either  laced  or  fringed  ;  they  wear  breeches 
and  frocks,  but  neither  ftockings  nor  flioes. 

The  women  are  fmaller  featured  than  the  men, 
but  though  they  look  pretty  well  at  a  diilance, 
they  have  fuch  little  nofes,  that  in  fome  of  them 
fcarce  any  riling  can  be  difcerned  between  their 
eyes:  They  have  alfo  very  little  feet.  They  tie 
their  black  and  long  hair  in  a  knot,  hanging  down 
behind.  Their  garments  are  a  piece  oi  cloth  that 
fervesfor  a  petticoat,  and  a  loofe  frock  that  reaches 
a  little  below  the  waift,  the  fleeves  of  which  are 
longer  than  their  arms,  and  fet  in  plaits  about 
their  wrifts,  but  are  fo  narrow  that  they  can  fcarce- 
ly  get  their  hands  through. 

They  have  a  peculiar  cullom  in  the  city  of 
Mindanao:  as  foon  as  any  llrangers  arrive,  the 
men  come  on  board  to  invite  them  to  their  houfes, 
where  they  are  fure  to  inquire  w  hether  any  of  them 
have  a  mind  for  a  pagaiiy,  or  innocent  female 
friend.  The  llrangers,  in  point  of  civility  are 
obliged  to  accept  the  oiFer  made  them  of  fuch  a 
ffiend,  and  to  Ihew  their  gratitude  by  a  fmall 
prefent,  in  return  for  which,  they  have  the  liberty 
to  eat,  drink,  and  fieep  in  their  friends  houfe,  as 
often  as  they  pleafe,  paying  for  it  only  a  trifling 
gratuity.    Some  llrangers  are  alfo  allowed  a  female 
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friend  upon  the  principles  of  an  innocent  attach- 
ment, and  it  is  not  unufuaJ,  for  even  the  wives 
of  the  fultan,  and  his  nobles,  who  are  here  allowed 
to  take  greater  liberties  than  thofe  of  the  vulgar, 
to  enquire  of  any  ftranger  who  pafles  by,  whether 
he  has  got  a  pagally  or  comrade,  and  on  his 
anfwering  in  the  negative,  to  fend  him  a  prefent 
of  tobacco  and  betel,  as  an  earneft  of  their  friend- 
Ihip. 

The  ifland  is  divided  into  feveral  principalities, 
each  governed  by  its  own  fovereign,  and  for  the 
moft  part,  the  people  in  each  fpeak  in  a  different 
diale6l,  though  they  are  ali  of  the  fanie  religion, 
which  is  that  of  Mahometanifm.  The  Kilanoones, 
who  inhabit  the  inland  part  of  the  country,  are 
mafters  of  the  gold  mines,  and  are  alfo  rich  in 
bees  wax,  both  which  they  exchange  with  the 
Mindanaians  for  foreign  commodities.  The  Salo- 
gues,  who  inhabit  the  north- weft  end  of  the  ifland, 
carry  on  a  trade  with  Manilla,  and  fome  other  of 
the  adjacent  illands.  The  AUoores  were  formerly 
under  the  fame  government  with  the  Midanaians; 
but  were  feparated  from  them,  by  falling  to  the 
Ihare  of  the  younger  children  of  the  Sultan  of 
Mindanao,  who  of  late  has  laid  claim  to  them 
again.  There  are  feveral  other  nations,  but  that 
which  is  the  moft  populous  and  extenlive  is  Min- 
danao, whence  the  ifland  derives  its  name,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  being  near  the  fea,  and  en- 
gaged in  commerce,  are  pretty  much  civilized. 

The  city  of  Mindanao  is  feated  near  a  fmall  river 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  two  miles 
from  the  fea.  The  houfes  are  there  built  upon  pofts, 
eighteen  or  twenty  feet  high,  having  but  one  floor,' 
to  which  there  is  an  afcent  by  a  ladder;  but  that 
floor  is  divided  into  feveral  rooms.  The  i  oof  is  of 
palm  leaves,  and  in  the  fpace  under  the  houfes, 
the  poorer  fort  of  the  people  keep  their  poultry. 
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and  others  empty  their  dirt,  where  it  lies  till  the 
land  floods  carry  it  away. 

The  Sultan's  houfe  ftands  upon  150  great  pofts, 
and  is  much  higher  than  the  reft,  with  a  broad 
flair  cafe  leading  up  to  it.  In  tliehall  ftand  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  placed  on  field  carriages.  The 
general  and  other  great  men  have  alfo  fome  great 
guns  in  their  houles.  Their  Sultan  has  another 
houfe  near  the  former,  which  is  not  more  than  four 
feet  from  the  ground  ;  and  here  he  and  his  council 
iit  crofs-legged  on  rich  carpets,  when  they  give 
audience  to  ambalTadors  and  foreign  merchants  ; 
and  as  no  chairs  are  nfed  in  the  country,  the 
floors  of  the  houfes  are  in  general  well  matted. 

The  tood  of  the  common  people  is  rice,  fagoe, 
and  fome  fmall  fifh  ;  but  the  better  fort  eat  buffa- 
loes and  fowls,  though  a  great  deal  of  rice  with 
them.  Like  the  other  eaiiern  nations,  they  ufe 
no  fpoons,  but  take  up  their  vi(?tuals  in  their 
fingers.  They  walh  after  meals,  and  pour  all 
their  water  upon  the  floor  near  the  fire  fide,  when 
it  finks  through  ;  and  where  any  are  fick,  they 
eafe  themfelves  through  a  hole  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe  in  the  floor  of  their  bed-chamber ;  but  thofe 
who  are  in  health  perform  this  in  the  river.  They 
are  extremely  fond  of  bathing,  which  is  a  great 
refrefliment  in  thefe  hot  countries ;  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  the  natives  to  walk  into  the  river, 
llrip  themfelves  there,  wafli  their  cloaths,  put  them 
on  upon  the  fame  fpot,  and  then  walk  about  their 
bufinefs. 

Almoft  every  one  is  either  a  carpenter,  black- 
fmith,  or  goldfmith.  They  build  good  ferviceable 
fliips  both  for  trade  and  pleafure,  and  deal  in  gold, 
bees- wax,  and  tobacco,  the  laft  of  which  is  better 
than  that  of  Manilla. 

The  moft  common  difiempers  are  fluxes  and 
gripings  of  theguts,  fevers  and  agues,  for  which 
the  country  affords  fufficient  medicines,  that  are 


430  DAMPIER's-  VOYAGE 

far  from  being  unknown  to  the  people.  They 
are  alfo  very  fubje6l  to  leprofies,  which  after  their 
being  cured;,  leave  large  blotches  upon  the  fkin. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  fpeak  Spanifh,  for  the 
Spaniards  had  formerly  fome  footing  among  them; 
but  the  Malayan  tongue^,  and  that  of  Mindanao, 
are  the  commoneft  languages.  They  are  afraid  of 
the  Dutch  and  Spaniards,  and  have  often  invited 
the  Englifh  to  fettle  among  them. 

Though  the  Sultan  is  defpotic,  he  is  very  poor, 
iiotwithftanding  his  having  the  power  of  command- 
ing every  private  fubje^Vs  purfe  at  his  pleafure. 
He  was  between  fifty  and  fixty  years  old,  and 
be  fides  his  fultanna,  had  twenty-nine  concubines. 
When  he  went  abroad,  he  was  carried  in  a  litter 
upon  four  men's  Ihoulders,  attended  by  a  guard 
of  eight  or  ten  men,  but  he  never  ventured  far 
from  the  city ;  for  the  country  being  woody,  is 
incommodious  for  travelling.  He  however  fome- 
times  took  his  pleafure  upon  the  water  in  a  neat 
veilel,  built  for  that  purpofe,  in  which  was  a  cabbin 
made  of  bamboo,  and  divided  into  three  rooms  ; 
in  one  of  them  he  frequently  repofed  himfelf  upon 
a  carpet,  fmall  pillows  being  laid  for  his  head,  his 
women  attended  in  the  fecond,  and  in  the  third, 
fervants  waited  with  tobacco  and  betel. 

His  foldiers  in  their  wars  make  ufe  offwords, 
lances,  and  a  weapon  much  like  a  bayonet,  which 
all  perfons  from  the  greateft  to  the  meaneft  always 
wear  about  them.  They  never  fight  any  pitched 
battle  in  the  field  ;  but  make  fmall  wooden  forts 
defended  by  guns,  in  which  they  encamp  and  en- 
deavour to  furprize  one  another  by  fmall  parties, 
but  they  never  give  or  take  quarter. 

As  they  are  Mahometans,  they  have  their  fab- 
bath  on  Friday,  when  the  Sultan  goes  twice  to  his 
mofque,  wherein  there  is  a  great  drum  with  only 
one  head,  which  is  ftruck  with  a  large  ftick,  knobbed 
at  the  end  with  cotton,  at  12,  3,  6,  and  9  of  the 
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clock,  by  day  and  night,  and  this  ferves  inftead 
of  a  clock. 

They  feldom  or  never  circumcife  their  children, 
till  tliey  are  eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age,  which, 
as  it  is  done  with  great  folemnity,  private  people 
keep  their  children  till  fome  man  of  quality  cir- 
cumcifes  his,  and  fo  make  a  general  circumcilion. 
This  office  is  performed  by  a  Mahometan  prieft, 
who  holding  the  foreikin,  fnips  it  off  with  a  pair 
of  fciflars.  They  keep  the  ramadam,  like  the  other 
Turks,  in  Auguft,  beginning  at  one  new  moon, 
and  continuing  till  they  fee  the  next ;  during 
which  time,  they  keep  a  very  rigorous  fait  till  the 
evening,  when  they  employ  an  hour  in  prayer, 
and  afterwards  go  to  fupper. 

Their  only  mufic  is  that  of  bells  without  clappers, 
v*^hich  are  commonly  fixteen  in  number,  and  in- 
creafe  in  weight  from  three  to  ten  pounds  j  thefe 
being  ftruck  with  a  ilick,  produce  an  uncouth 
noife ;  for  the  harmony  that  might  be  produced 
from  them,  is  deadened  by  their  being  placed  upon 
a  table.  Mr.  Dampier  obferved  a  fet  of  thefe,  in 
the  houfe  of  R.aja  Laut,  the  Sultan's  brother,  who 
was  both  chief  miniiler  and  general,  and  his  fon 
being  about  to  be  circumcifed,  gave  occaiion  to 
their  being  ufed  for  feveral  days  together,  before 
the  performance  of  the  ceremony. .  There  are  how» 
ever  women  who  fmg,  and  not  only  dance  in  con- 
cert to  their  voices,  but  are  joined  by  other  people, 
and  even  the  Sultan's  children  do  not  difdain  to 
dance  with  them. 

They  have  a  particular  averlion  tofwine'sflefh, 
and  will  not  permit  any  one  who  has  touched  a  hog, 
to  enter  their  houfes,  for  feveral  days  after  ;  yet 
there  are  great  numbers  of  thefe  animals,  that  run 
wild  about  the  iiland  and  which  they  frequently 
delired  Captain  Swan's  men  todeftroy,  but  would 
not  converfe  with  them  for  feveral  days  after  they 
had  been  thus  defiled.    The  following  is  a  remark- 
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able  inftance  of  their  fuperftition  in  this  refpei^  : 
Raja  Laut,  the  Sultan  s  brother,  once  defired  to 
have  a  pairof  flioes  of  one  of  the  failors,  but  being 
afterwards  told  that  they  were  fewed  with  thread 
pointed  with  hog*s  briftles,  he  fent  them  back  in 
a  great  paflion,  defiring  to  have  another  pair  fewed 
infome  other  manner,  and  his  requeft  being  com- 
plied with,  he  appeared  highly  fatisfied. 

As  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  far  advanced,  Capt. 
Swan  imagming  he  fhould  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  flaying  there  fonie  time,  refolved  to  make  what 
intereft  he  could  with  the  Sultan,  and  therefore 
fent  Mr.  Moore  on  (hore,  with  a  prefent  of  three 
yards  of  fcariet  cloth,  and  three  of  iilver  lace.  He 
had  an  audience  granted  him  at  about  nine  odook 
at  night,  and  was  very  graciouily  received  ;  the 
Sultan  difcouriing  above  an  hour  with  him  in 
Spanilli,  and  an  excellent  fupper  was  provided  for 
him,  and  thofe  who  went  with  him  before  they 
returned  on  board.  Captain  Swan  paid  the  Sultan 
a  vilit  the  following  day,  and  was  entertained  with 
betel  and  tobacco.  He  was  alfo  Ihewn  a  letter 
from  the  Eaft  India  company  to  the  Sultan  ;  for 
they  had  at  that  time  fome  notion  of  building  a 
fort  there.  Raja  Laut  being  at  variance  with  the 
Sultan,  when  Captain  Swan  conferred  with  his 
majefty,  was  not  prefent;  but  he  waited  for  him 
on  his  return  from  court,  and  treated  him  and  his 
men  very  handfomely,  with  fowls  and  boiled  rice. 
He  was  a  man  of  quick  underftanding,  fpoke  and 
wrote  Spanifh  very  well,  and  wasfondof  converling 
with  ftrangers,  by  which  means  he  was  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  the  cuftoms  of  the  Europeans. 
He  was  very  friendly  in  his  advice  to  Captain  Swan, 
to  whom  he  made  an  offer  of  his  houfe,  and  during 
his  ftay  upon  this  iiland,  entertained  both  him 
and  his  men  in  a  very  hofpitable  manner.  This 
great  man  had  feveral  wives,  with  each  of  whom 
he  lay  by  turns,  and  with  the  mother  of  his  eldefl 


ROUND  THE  WORLD.  433 

fon,  two  nights  running.  She  who  was'  queen 
of  the  night  had  always  a  particular  refpe(5l  (l)ewn 
to  her  all  day,  and  wore  a  ftriped  lilk  handkerchief 
by  way  of  diftin6tion. 

The  tempeftuous  weather  now  approaching,  the 
failors  hauled  the  fhip  up  the  river,  50  or  60  iifher- 
men  lending  their  affiftance ;  after  which  they 
moored  her  in  a  hole  dug  for  that  purpofe^  wherein 
ihe  was  always  afloat,  and  here  many  citizens 
came  on  board  of  her,  who  foon  provided  the  men 
with  pagallys,  and  Capt.  Swan  being  generally 
attended  at  dinner  with  his  trumpets.  Raja  Laut 
was  greatly  delighted  with  the  mufic. 

During  the  wet  feafon,  the  city  of  Mindanao, 
which  is  a  mile  in  length,  and  ftretches  along  the 
bank  of  the  river,  was  a  perfe(5l  pond,  and  the 
floods  frequently  wafhed  down  large  pieces  of  tim- 
ber from  the  country,  that  would  have  endangered 
the  veifel,  had  not  great  care  been  taken  to  prevent 
it.  As  foon  as  the  floods  began  to  fublide,  Capt. 
Swan  hired  a  warehoufe,  in  which  he  depoiited 
his  goods  and  fails,  in  order  to  careen  the  ihip, 
when  it  was  furpriling  to  fee  the  multitude  o? 
worms  that  had  eaten  into  her  bottom,  during  her 
Hay  in  this  harbour.  But  having  new  Iheathed 
her,  they  fteered  out  on  the  loth  of  December, 
when  they  began  to  take  in  rice,  and  to  fill  their 
water.  But  the  king's  brother  who  had  his  views 
in  delaying  the  veifel,  conftantly  kept  feveral  of 
the  men  on  fliore,  hunting  of  black  cattle,  under 
the  pretence  of  flocking  the  fliip  with  beef  Hov/- 
ever  Mr.  Dampier,  who  made  one  in  thefe  ex- 
curfions,  obferves,  that  in  ten  days  they  met  with 
only  four  cows,  none  of  which  they  v^ere  able  tg 
run  down. 

At  this  time.  Captain  Swan  had,  as  our  author 
imagines,  fome  thoughts  of  quitting  Mindanao, 
in  order  to  take  in  a  lading  of  fpice,  in  a  neigh- 
bouring ifiand,  which  is  lince  fallen  intQ  th^  baudis 
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of  the  Dutch/  However^  moil  of  his  men  expe6le(l 
that  he  would  have  continued  privateering,  to 
which  he  had  an  utter  averlion,  though  he  carefully 
concealed  it  from  his  people. 

The  day  after  Chriftmas-day,  Raja  Laut  had  a 
hunting  match,  in  fearch  of  black  cattle,  in  which 
he  was  accompanied  by  live  or  fix  Englifhmen,  and 
all  his  wives:  but  in  this  hunting  match,  they 
killed  but  three  heifers.  However,  he  and  his 
company  got  drunk  two  or  three  times,  with  a 
pleafant  extra61:  of  rice. 

At  this  time  one  of  the  Englilli  failors  happen- 
ing accidentally  to  find  Capt.  Swan's  journal,  in 
•which  he  had  taken  notice  of  the  ilighteft  offences 
of  every  failor  on  board,  and  was  even  lavilh  of 
'inve6tives  againft  the  whole  crew  in  general,  he 
fliewed  it  to  the  reft  of  his  comrades,  who  upon 
this,  refolved  to  depofe  Capt.  Swan,  which  they 
accordingly  did,  chufing  Mr.  Read,  captain  in 
his  room,  and  Mr.  Teate,  mafter;  and  leaving 
him  with  ^6  men  on  Ihore,  fet  fail  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1687,  in  order  to  cruize  before  Manilla. 
I  Our  author  having  failed  from  Mindanao,  with 

the  greateft  part  of  the  crew,  anchored  on  the  3d 
of  February,  off  an  ifland  in  ^^.  i^\  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  ifland  of  Sebo,  where  they  took  in  water, 
and  fcrubbed  their  fhip's  bottom.  It  is  about  eight 
or  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
bay  they  faw  a  great  number  of  bats  of  a  prodigious 
iize,  fomeof  whofe  wings  when  extended,  reached 
eight  feet  from  tip  to  tip,  and  were  edged  with 
fliarp,  crooked  claws,  with  which  they  clung  faft 
to  any  thing  whereon  they  happened  to  lay  hold. 
Every  night  they  obferved  vaft  fwarms  of  thefe  bats 
take  their  flight  towards  the  great  ifland,  and  re- 
turn to  the  fmall  one  in  the  morning. 

On  the  loth  of  February  they  weighed,  and 
coafting  along  by  the  weft  fide  of  the  Philippines, 
palTed  by  Panga,  a  large  iiland  inhabited  by  the 
Spaniards.     They  there  faw  many  fires,  fuppofed 
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to  be  lighted  to  give  notice  of  their  approach ;  the. 
light  of  a  fhip  on  this  coaft  being  very  uncommon. 
On  the  i8th,  they  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  north 
€nd  of  Mindora,  a  large  ifland  forty  leagues  in 
length;  a  fmall  brook  of  w^ater  ran  into  the  fea, 
near  the  place  where  they  were  at  anchor ;  and 
they  faw  great  numbers  of  hogs  and  oxen,  but  they 
were  i^o  wild,  that  they  could  catch  or  kill  none  of 
them.  While  they  were  here,  a  canoe  with  four 
Indians  came  from  Manilla,  who  told  them  that 
the  harbour  of  Manilla  was  feldom  without  twenty- 
or  thirty  velFels,  belonging  to  the  Chinefe,  Portu- 
guefe,  and  Spaniards,  and  that  if  they  had  a  mind- 
to  carry  on  a  clandeftine  trade,  they  would  deliver 
their  letters  to  certain  merchants  who  refided  there. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  they  again  fet  fail,  and  two  days 
after  came  to  the  fouth-eafl;  end  of  the  ifland  of 
Luconia,  when  they  took  two  Spanifh  barks,  bound 
from  PagalTanam  in  this  ifland  to  Manilla. 

The  ifland  of  Luconia  or  Manilla,  extends  fix: 
or  feven  degrees  in  length,  and  near  the  middle  is 
fixty  leagues  broad.  It  is  furrounded  by  many 
fmall  iflands,  efpecially  ^t  the  north  end  ;  the  chief 
and  the  neareft  to  it  is  Mindora,  which  gives  its 
name  to  a  channel  that  runs  between  that  ifland 
^ind  Luconia*.  Though  this  ifland  is  fituated  in 
j^"^.  north  latitude^  it  is  efteemed  to  be  in  general 
extremely  healthy ;  and  the  water  that  is  found 
upon  it,  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  in  the  world.  It  is 
))artly  compofed  of  large  plains  of  pafture  ground, 
<ind  partly  of  mountains,  which  afford  fome  gold. 
It  produces  all  the  fruits  of  the  warm  climates, 
and  the  favannas  or  plains  are  well  ftored  with  buf-^ 
iaioes,  cows,  flieep,  goats,  hogs,  and  a  mofl:  ex« 

^  Mr.  Dampier  had  the  greateft  part  of  this  defcription  from 
IMr.  Coppinger,  the  furgeon  on  board,  who  came  to  this  ifland 
from  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  But  with  his  defcription,  we 
J.ave  incorporated  that  given  by  Mr.  Waiter,  in  his  accoimt  of 
Comnaodore  Aafon's  vovaee.  = 
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celient  breed  of  horfes,  fuppofed  to  be  carried 
thither  firft  from  Spain.  The  inhabitants  who 
live  in  fmall  towns  are  Indians,  under  the  Spanilh 
jurifdiction,  and  inftru6ied  in  the  Romifb  religion, 
by  the  Spanifti  priefts.  It  is  weii  feated  for  the  In- 
dian and  Chinefe  trade;  and  the  bay  and  port  of 
Manilla,  which  lie  on  its  well  fide,  are,  perhaps^ 
the  moft  remarkable  on  the  whole  globe,  the  bay 
being  a  large  circular  bafon,  near  ten  leagues  in 
diameter,  great  part  of  it  entirely  land  locked. 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  bay,  (lands  the  city  of 
Manilla,  which  is  large  and  populous,  and  is  feat- 
ed at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of  high  hills,  fronting 
the  harbour.  The  houfes  are  f}:^cious,  ftrong, 
and  covered  with  tiles,  and  the  ftreets  large  and 
regular,  with  a  market  place  in  the  middle ;  and  it 
has  many  handfome  churches  and  convents.  The 
city  is  well  watered,  and  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  fruitful  and  plentiful  country.  Aconfiderable 
part  of  the  bufinefs  of  this  place,  is  its  trade  to 
Acapuico, 

The  time  of  the  year  being  too  far  fpent  to  think 
of  trade,  they  refolved  to  Tail  for  Pulo  Condore, 
the  chief  of  a  knot  of  fmall  i (lands  on  the  coaft  of 
Cambodia,  and  to  return  in  May,  in  order  to  wait 
for  the  Acapuico  (hip.  They  accordingly  (ailed 
from  Luconia  on  the  26th  of  February,  and  on 
the  14th  of  March,  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  north 
fide  of  Pulo  Condore  two  miles  from  the  (bore.    ' 

This  iHand  is  five  leagues  long,  and  is  the  only 
one  among  thefe  fmall  iflands  that  is  inhabited. 
It  produces  feveral  forts  of  trees,  among  which  is 
a  very  tall  one,  three  or  four  feet  diameter,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  make  an  horizontal  inciiion 
half  way  through,  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and 
then  cutting  the  upper  part  a- Hope  inwardly  down, 
till  it  meets  v/ith  a  tranfverfe  incifion,  a  liquor 
diftils  into  a  hollow,  made  in  the  femicircular 
ihimp,  which,  when    boiled,    becomes  good  tar. 
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and  if  boiled  Hill  more,  acquires  the  confidence  of 
pitch,  for  which  it  is  ufed.  One  of  thefe  tre€S 
affords  two  quarts  of  this  juice  every  day,  for  a 
month  together^  and  then  drying  up,  recovers 
again. 

This  idand  alfo  produces  mangoes,  a  fruit  about 
the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  peach,  very  juicy  and  plea- 
fan  t,  and  has  fo  fragrant  a  fcent,  as  to  perfume  the 
air  at  fome  diftance.  Of  the  green  fruit,  a  very 
good  pickle  is  made,  by  cutting  it  in  half,  and 
mixing  it  with  fait,  vinegar,  and  cloves  of  gar- 
lick. 

Grapes  grow  in  this  ifland  on  a  ftraight  tree,  the 
trunk  is  a  foot  in  diameter,  upon  which  the  fruit 
are  in  clufters,  about  the  body  of  the  tree,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  fruit  of  the  cocoa  tree.  Of 
thefe,  there  are  both  red  and  white  grapes,  which 
nearly  refemble  ours,  and  are  of  a  plealant  vinous 
tafle. 

This  ifland  likewife  abounds  in  wild  nutmeg 
trees,  of  the  fize  of  our  walnut  trees,  and  the  fruit, 
like  our  walnuts,  grows  amongft  the  boughs.  It  is, 
however,  fmaller  than  the  true  nutmeg,  but  though 
itexad:iy  refembles  it,  it  is  without  either  fniell  or 
tafte. 

Here  are  feveral  forts  of  fowl,  as  turtle  doves, 
pigeons,  wild  cocks  and  hens,  parrots  and  parro- 
quetoes  ;  and  alfo  hogs,  guanoes,  and  lizards  ;  and 
thefeaafFordsturtles,  limpets,  and  mufcles.  There 
are  manyfrefli  water  brooks,  which  for  ten  months 
in  the  year  run  into  the  fea.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  iHand  of  Polu  Condore,  originally  came  from 
Cochin-China,  and  are  of  a  middle  ftature,  but 
well  (haped,  and  of  a  much  darker  complexion 
than  the  Mlndanaians.  Their  hair  is  ftraight  and 
black  ;  their  eyes  are  of  the  fame  colour,  but  fmall, 
as  are  their  nofes,  though  they  are  pretty  high  : 
they  have  thin  lips,  little  mouths,  and  while  teeth  : 
They   are  very   civil.     But  though  the  ifland  is 
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conveniently  fitiiated  for  carrying  on  a  trade  with 
Japan,  China,  Manilla,  Tonquin,  and  Coch in- 
China,  yet  the  natives  are  poor,  and  have  no  other 
en-jploynient  than  gathering  the  juice  of  the  tar- 
tree,  and  making  turtle  oil,  by  boiling  the  fat  of 
the  turtle  for  that  purpofe,  which  they  export  to 
Cochin-China. 

They  offer  their  women  to  all  ftrangers  for  a 
trifie,  a  cuftom  which  is  not  peculiar  to  thefe  iflands, 
fnice  it  is  alfo  ufed  at  Pegu,  Siam,  Cochin-China, 
Cambodia,  and  other  places  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  as 
well  as  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  in  Africa. 

They  are  Pagans,  and  our  author  imagines  that 
they  worfliip  idols  in  the  figure  of  an  elephant 
and  a  horfe,  he  having  obferved  a  reprefentation 
of  the  former,  in  a  temple  on  the  fouth  of  the  illand, 
and  an  image  of  the  latter,  on  the  outfide.  This 
temple  ftood  in  a  fmall  village,  and  was  a  mean 
edifice,  built  of  wood. 

They  remained  at  this  ifland  from  the  i6th  of 
March  to  the  i6th  of  April,  in  which  time  they 
careened  the  fhip,  and  made  a  freih  fuit  of  fails 
out  of  the  cloth  taken  on  board  the  Spanifh  prize. 
During  their  ftay,  the  people  fupplied  them  with 
hogs,  turtle,  and  fruit,  in  exchange  for  which 
they  gave  them  rice.  They  afterwards  went  to  the 
north  fide  of  the  iiland,  to  take  in  frefh  water. 
They  then  failed  for  the  bay  of  Siani,  which  they 
entered  on  the  24th  of  April,  and  afterward^ 
ileered  to  Pulo  Ubi,  where  they  had  touched  in 
their  paiiage .  Here  they  found  two  veffels  at 
anchoi%  laden  with  lacquer,  ufed  in  japanning: 
They  were  bound  from  Champa  to  Malacca,  and 
had  40  brifk  fociablefailors  on  board,  armed  with 
lances,  fwords  and  fome  guns. 

On  the  2 1 11  of  May  they  returned  to  Pulo 
Condore,  where  they  found  a  fmall  bark  at  anchor, 
when  Capt.  Read  fending  a  canoe  to  hail  her, 
charged  his  men  not  to  venture  on  board,  without 
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having  firft  made  friends  of  the  people,  whom  he 
fufpefted  to  be  Malayans  ;  difregarding  his  orders, 
they  boarded  her  without  ceremony  ;  but  werefoon 
obliged  to  retreat,  being  attacked  with  crefTets, 
a  kind  of  bayonets,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
leap  into  the  fea,  and  to  fecure  their  efcape  by 
fwimming  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  one 
Daniel  Wall  is  fwam  for  fome  minutes,  till  he  was 
taken  up,  though  he  had  never  prad:ifed  it  before, 
nor  was  ever  able  to  repeat  it  again.  In  revenge 
for  this  treatment,  Capt.  Read  fent  two  canoes 
filled  with  men  well  armed,  to  chaftife  the  Malay- 
ans in  the  bark  ;  but  having  firft  cut  a  hole  in  the 
bottom  of  the  veflel,  they  funk  her,  and  then 
efcaped  into  the  woods. 

On  the  4th  of  June  1687,  they  weighed  from 
Pulo  Condore,  intending  to  cruize  of  Manilla,  but 
the  eaft  wind  continuing  five  or  fix  days  together 
with  great  violence,  brought  them  near  the  coaft 
of  China  ;  and  on  the  z6th,  they  came  to  anchor 
on  the  north-eaft  end  of  St.  John's  ifiand,  in  22^'. 
30'.  north  latitude. 

The  Ihore  of  this  laft  iiland  is  for  the  moft  part 
covered  with  trees;  the  foil  is  in  general  fertile, 
and  affords  good  pafture,  and  there  are  fome  groves 
fcattered  about  the  inland  parts.  Bullocks,  buffa- 
loes, goats,  and  China  hogs  abound  here.  Theie 
laft  are  all  black,  with  fmall  heads,  thick  necks, 
very  ftort  legs,  and  great  bellies,  which  fvveep  the 
ground.  But  though  there  are  no  wild  fowl,  there 
are  plenty  of  tame  ducks,  cocks,  and  hens.  The 
natives  live  for  the  moft  part  by  cultivating  the 
earth,  which  produces  rice.  They  are  tall,  ftraight 
bodied  men,  with  long  vifages,  and  tawny  com- 
plexions ;  they  have  high  foreheads,  fmall  eyes, 
aquiline  nofes,  black  hair,  and  ftraggling  beards. 
They  were  formerly  very  proud  of  their  hair  ;  but 
when  the  Tartars  made  a  conqueft  of  China,  they 
obliged  them  to  Ihave  their  heads,  refervlng  only 
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one  lock  on  the  crown^  which  they  fufFered  to  grow 
to  a  great  length,  generally  platting  it>  though 
fometimes  they  let  it  flow  loofe.  They  never  wear 
a  covering  for  their  head,  but  inftead  of  it,  ufe  an 
umbrella  ;  or  if  they  have  but  a  little  way  to  go, 
they  make  ufe  of  a  large  fan  ;  they  wear  flippers  on 
their  feet,  but  no  ftockings  ;  and  their  covering  is 
a  light  frock  and  breeches.  The  women  of  any 
diftin(5tion,  like  thofe  on  the  continent  of  China, 
cannot  walk  far  on  account  of  the  fmailnefs  of  their 
feet,  which  are  fwathed  up  tight  in  their  infancy, 
to  prevent  their  growing,  fmall  feet  being  efteem- 
ed  a  great  beauty.  They  work  very  well  at  their 
needles,  and  are  curious  in  embroidering  their 
fnoes;  but  the  poorer  fort  of  women  wear  neither 
fhoes  nor  ftockings,  and  their  feet  are  fufFered  to 
grow  larger  that  they  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  earn  their  bread. 

In  the  iftand  of  St.  John  is  a  fmall  town  built 
upon  pofts,  in  a  marlhy  ground,  but  the  houfes 
are  mean,  low,  and  ill-furnillied.  While  they 
were  here  at  anchor,  a  Chinefejunk  lay  near  them; 
fhe  was  flat,  both  at  the  head  and  ftern,  had  little 
huts  on  her  deck  three  feet  high,  covered  with 
palmetto  leaves,  and  a  large  cabbin  with  an  altar 
and  a  lamp  burning  in  it.  The  hold  was  divided 
into  feveral  partitions,  each  of  them  fo  tight,  that 
if  a  leak  Ihould  fpring  in  one,  the  goods  in  the 
next  would  receive  no  damage.  Every  merchant 
had  his  particular  room,  where  he  ftowed  his  goods 
and  fometimes  lodged  in  it  himfelf.  Thefe  junks 
have  only  a  mainmaft  and  foremaft,  the  former 
with  the  fail  narrow  aloft,  like  that  of  a  floop ; 
and  the  latter  has  a  fquare  fail,  and  fquare  yard.  In 
fair  weather  they  alfo  uie  a  topfail,  which  they  haul 
down  on  the  deck  in  foul  weather,  yard  and  alL 
The  mainmafts  of  the  largeft  junks,  are  as  big  as 
any  of  our  third  rate  men  or'war^  and  notpierced, 
being  all  of  one  tree. 
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Ort  the  3d  of  July,  perceiving  all  the  figns  of 
ian  approaching  Itorm,  they  haftily  weighed  an- 
chor, and  made  what  haite  they  could  out  to  lea, 
with  a  view  of  having  fiifficient  room,  and  at  about 
eleven  at  night,  the  wind  coming  to  thenorth-eaft, 
they  had  a  mod  violent  tempeit,  which  lafted  till 
about  four  in  the  morning,  when  the  hopes  of  the 
men  were  revived,  by  feeing  a  Corpus  Sanctum 
upon  the  main- malt,  which  they  conlidered  as  a 
fore-runner  of  good  weather,  yet  had  this  beea 
upon  deck,  the  fuperftitious  failors  would  have 
confidered  it  as  a  fign  of  their  deftru6lion.  The 
Corpus  San(5lum  is  a  fmall  glittering  meteor  re- 
fembling  a  ftar,  and  is  frequently  feen  dancing 
about  a  (hip  in  hard  weather. 

About  eleven  o'clock  the  following  day,  there 
>y^s  a  flat  calm,  after  which,  the  ftorm  returned 
with  more  violence  than  ever,  and  lafted  by  in- 
tervals till  the  6th,  when  the  w^eather  proved  very 
ferene  ;  but  the  men  being  extremely  terrified  by 
this  laft  ftorm,  and  dreading  the  approaching  full- 
moon,  refolved  to  fteer  towards  the  Pifcadores  or 
Fiflier  Iflands,  in  23*^.  north  latitude.  Thefe  are 
a  good  number  of  iflands  that  lie  between  theiflan4 
of  Pormofa,  and  the  continent  of  China.  Betwixt 
the  two  eaftern-moft  is  a  good  harbour,  where  they 
caft  anchor;  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  latter  is  a 
large  town,  with  a  fort  that  commands  the  harbour, 
defended  by  a  garrifon  of  300  Tartars.  The 
houfes  are  low,  but  neatly  ^uilt.  Some  of  the 
men  going  on  ftiore,  were  carried  before  the  go- 
vernor, who  being  informed  that  they  were  Englilh 
who  intended  to  trade,  ufed  them  in  a  very  friend- 
ly manner,  told  them  that  he  would  give  them 
afliftance,  but  that  they  muft  not  pretend  to  trade 
there,  it  being  abfolutely  forbidden.  He  how- 
ever font  a  prefent  to  the  captain,  of  a  fnlall  jar 
of  flour,  fome  cakes  of  fine  breads  sbout  si,  dpzen 
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of  pine  appleSj  and  a  few  water  melons.  Thei 
next  day^  an  officer  who  made  a  very  grand  appear- 
ance, came  on  board  with  a  loofe  coat,  with 
breeches  and  boots  of  black  iilk,  and  a  black  lilk 
cap,  upon  which  was  a  plume  of  black  and  white 
feathers,  bringing  on  board  a  prefent  from  the 
governor,  of  a  very  fine  fat  heifer,  four  goats,  two 
large  hogs,  twenty  large  flat  cakes  of  bread,  two 
balkets  of  flour,  two  jars  of  fam-fhu,  or  arrack, 
and  fifty-five  jars  of  hoc-fhu,  a  ftrong  pieafant 
liquor  extradled  from  wheat,  refembiing  mum. 
Captain  Read,  in  return  for  thefe  prefents,  fent 
the  governor  a  gold  chain,  an  Englifii  carabine, 
and  a  curious  Spanifh  filver  hilted  rapier,  and 
eaufed  the  nobleman  to  be  faluted  with  three  guns 
at  his  paflfing  over  the  fliip's  fide. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  they  left  the  Pifcadores, 
and  fteered  for  fomeiflands  between  Formofa  and 
Luconia,  known  by  no  other  name  than  the  Five 
Ifles  ;  and  on  the  6th  of  Auguft  came  to  an  anchor 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  northern-moft,  in  20°.  20'. 
north  latitude.  They  imagined  that  thefe  iflands 
were  uninhabited  ;  but,  to  their  great  furprile, 
they  found  three  large  populous  towns,  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  this  laft  ifland,  all  within  a  league  of 
the  fea.  To  one  of  thefe  iflands  they  gave  the 
name  of  Prince  of  Orange  ifland  :  This  is  about 
eight  leagues  long  and  two  broad.  To  the  northern- 
moft,  which  is  four  leagues  long,  and  a  league  and 
a  half  wide,  Mr.  Dampiergave  the  name  of  Graf- 
ton, in  honour  of  the  duke  of  Grafton,  in  whole 
family  his  wife  then  lived ;  and  to  a  third,  which 
lies  fouth  of  Grafton  ifland,  they  gave  the  name  of 
Monmouth  ifland,  in  honour  of  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth. This  laft  ifland  is  three  leagues  long  and 
one  broad;  thefe  were  the  largeft  of  the  number. 
One  of  the  others  they  called  Bafliee,  from  a 
pieafant  liquor  of  that  name  ;  and  the  other  they 
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termed  Goat-ifland^  from  the  number  of  goat^ 
theyfaw  upon  it. 

Though  Orange-illand  is  the  largeft  of  the  five^ 
it  is  uninhabited  on  acount  of  its  being  rocky  and 
barren,  but  Grafton  and  Monmouth  iflandscontairi 
many  people^  and  there  is  one  town  in  Goat- 
illand. 

The  hills  of  thefe  iflands  are  rocky,  but  the  vallies 
have  plenty  of  grafs,  and  are  well  watered  with 
frefh  running  ftreams.  They  produce  pine-apples 
plantains,  bananas,  fugar-canes,  cotton,  pompions, 
and  potatoes,  and  are  well  ftored  with  goats  and 
hogs. 

The  natives  are  of  a  dark  copper  colour,  and 
are  fhort  and  fquat,  with  round  faces,  low  fore- 
heads, and  thick  eyebrows.  Their  eyes  are  of  ai> 
hazle  colour,  and  fmall,  but  much  bigger  than 
thofe  of  the  Chinefe ;  they  have  Ihort  nofes  ;  their 
lips  and  mouths  are  of  a  middle  fize  ;  they  have 
white  teeth,  and  black  thick  lank  hair,  which  they 
prop  fhprt,  fcarcely  permitting  it  to  cover  their 
ears.  They  go  always  bareheaded,  and  the  men 
have  no  other  clothes  but  a  cloth  about  their 
middle,  and  fome  of  them  a  jacket  made  of  a 
plain  tain  leaf,  which  is  as  rough  as  a  bear's  Ikin. 
The  women  have,  however,  a  fhort  petticoat  of 
coarfe  callico,  of  their  own  making,  which  reaches 
^  little  below^  their  knees.  But  both  fexes  wear 
ear-rings  made  of  a  pale  yellow  metal,  refembling 
gold,  which  they  dig  out  of  the  mountains.  Mr. 
Dampier  acknowledges  that  he  did  not.  know 
whether  it  vvas  really  that  valuable  metal  or  not  ; 
butobferves,  that  though  it  looked  at  firft  of  a 
fine  colour,  it  afterwards  fades  ;  which  made  the 
people  on  board  fufpe6l  it,  and  prevented  their 
purchafing  much  of  it.  Their  rings  ^nd  other 
ornaments,  made  of  this  metal,  the  natives  rub 
pver  with  a  paile  of  red  earth,  then  throw  them 
intq  a  quick  fire,  till  they  a^e  red  hqt,  in  which 
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condition  they  throw  them  into  water  to  cool,  and 
then  rubbing  off  the  pafte,  they  appear  of  a  beauti- 
ful luftre. 

Their  houfes  are  fmall,  and  fcarcely  five  feet 
high,  made  with  fmall  pofts,  wattled  with  boughs. 
At  one  end  of  them  they  have  a  fire  place,  near 
which  are  boards,  whereon  they  lie  to  lleep  on  the 
ground.  They  live  together  in  fmall  villages, 
built  on  the  fides  of  rocky  hills,  three  or  four  rows 
one  above  another.  Thefe  precipices  are  faid  to 
be  framed  by  nature  alone  into  different  degrees, 
or,  as  it  were,  deep  fteps  or  ftories  :  upon  each  of 
which  they  build  a  row  of  their  houfes,  each  row 
being  above  the  other,  and  to  thefe  rows  they 
afcend  by  ladders  fet  in  the  middle  from  one  rovv 
to  another,  which  being  drawn  up,  there  is  no 
poffibility  of  climbing  to  attack  them;  and  to  pre- 
vent their  being  affaulted  from  above,  they  chufe 
H  lituation  where  the  back  of  the  rock  forms  a 
fteep  precipice  next  the  fea.  There  is  a  kind  of  a 
jftreet  to  every  row  of  houfes,  which  runs  parallel 
with  the  tp]5s  of  the  houfes  in  the  row  beneath. 

Thefe  people  are  very  ingenious,  for  they  under- 
ftand  the  ufe  of  iron,  work  it  themfelves,  and  build 
very  neat  boats,  which  refcmble  our  yawls.  They 
have  alfo  larger  veffels,  managed  with  twelve  or 
fourteen  oars.  The  women  manage  the  affairs  of 
liufbandry,  while  the  men  employ  themfelves  in 
filhing.  With  refpedl  to  their  food,  they  make  a 
difh  of  locufts,  which  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year 
come  to  devour  their  plants.  Thefe  they  catch  in 
nets,  and  afterwards  broil  Or  bake  them  "in  ah 
earthen  pan  ;  and  this  difh  is  not  ill  tailed.  Their 
ordinary  drink  is  water;  but  they  have  a  liquor, 
which  in  tafte  and  colour  refembles  Englifh  beer, 
and  this  is  made  of  the  fugar-cane,  boiled  and 
mixed  with  blackberries,  which  they  afterwards 
put  into  jars,  and  let  it  work  for  five  or  fix  days, 
Vi]\en  jt  t>ecomes  a  llrong  and  pleafant  liquor,  and 
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is  called  bafliee.  Their  language  has  no  afFinitj 
either  with  the  Chinefeor  Malayan;  but  our  author 
obferves,  that  bullawar,  which  lignilies  gold  among 
the  Indians  of  the  Philippine  iilands,  is  the  name 
they  give  to  the  yellow  metal  already  mentioned. 

The  only  arms  ufed  by  thefe  people  are  lances, 
headed  with  iron.  They  wear  a  kind  of  armour 
made  of  a  bufFaloe's  fkin,  which  reaches  dosvn  to 
the  calves  of  their  legs,  and  has  lleeves  ;  it  is  at 
the  bottom  pretty  wide,  but  comes  clofe  about  the 
ihoulders,  and  is  as  ftiff  as  a  board.  Mr.  Dampier 
could  perceive  nothing  like  religion  amongft  them, 
or  any  thing  like  civil  government ;  there  feeming 
to  be  no  man  above  the  reft,  except  in  his  own 
family,  for  children  behaved  with  great  refpe6l  to 
their  parents.  Yet  they  appeared  to  have  fome 
fort  of  laws ;  for  during  our  author's  ftay  there, 
he  faw  a  young  man  buried  alive,  as  he  iuppofed 
for  theft.  Each  man  has  but  one  wife,  who  treats 
him  with  refpe6l.  The  boys  are  educated  to  fifhing, 
and  the  girls  work  with  their  mothers  in  the  plan- 
tations, which  are  in  the  valleys,  where  every 
perfon  plants  as  much  ground  as  is  fuiiicient  for 
the  necellities  of  the  family.  They  are  a  civil,  quiet 
people,  both  to  ftrangers,  and  among  themfelves, 
and  though  there  was  fometimes  occalion  for  it, 
they  never  quarrelled  with  the  Englifli,  while  they 
were  there.  They  have  no  coin  ;  but  part  with 
their  yellow  metal  in  grains  by  guefs. 

When  the  fliip  firft  came  to  an  anchor,  the  na- 
tives had  fo  little  fufpicion  of  being  injured,  that 
above  100  boats  came  round  thQ  veiTel,  and  thole 
who  rowed  them  madenofcrupleofgoingon  board; 
during  all  the  time  they  ftayed  there,  they  plen- 
tifully fupplied  the  men  with  hogs  and  goats, 
difpoiing  of  a  hog  of  fourfcore  pounds  weight,  for 
two  or  three  pounds  of  iron,  and  a  good  fat  goat 
for  an  old  iron  hoop;  befides  a  great  quantity  of 
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yams^  potatoes,  and  bafhee,  for  old  nails,  fpikes^ 
and  leaden  bullets. 

While  they  continued  at  thefe  iilands,  a  violent 
ilorm  arofe,  which  drove  them  out  to  fea,  and  they 
were  feveral  weeks  expofed  to  the  violence  of  the 
tempeft,  before  they  could  get  back  to  the  bafhee 
ifland.  This  laft  ftorm  fo  difcouraged  the  men, 
that  they  refolved  to  lay  aiide  the  defign  of  cruiiing 
before  ^Vj-anilla,  and  they  were  now  more  inclined 
to  ileer  to  England,  than  to  undertake  any  other 
cnterprize.  However,  they  were  induced  by  the 
perfualions  of  Captain  Read  to  fleer  for  Comorin. 
But  as  the  eaftern  monfoon  was  at  hand,  our  author 
obferves,  that  their  neareft  and  beft  way  would 
have  been  to  have  pafled  through  the  ftreights  of 
Malacca ;  but  Mr.  Teate  perfuaded  them  to  gp 
round  to  the  eaft  of  the  Philippines,  and  keeping 
fouth  of  the  fpice  ifiands,  to  pafs  into  the  Indian 
ocean  about  the  ifland  of  Timor. 

On  the  3d  of  October  they  failed  from  thefe 
iilands  to  the  fouth^  and  on  the  i6th  came  to  an 
anchor  between  two  ifiands  that  lie  to  the  fouth-eafl 
of  Mindanao,  where  they  hauled  their  fliip  on  fhore 
to  clean  her  bottom,  and  made  for  her  a  fore-top- 
niafl,  a  fore-yard,  a  boltfprit,  and  a  new  pump. 

While  they  lay  here,  a  young  prince  belonging 
to  one  of  the  adjacent  fpice  ifiands  came  on  board, 
and  told  them  that  Capt.  Swan  and  fome  of  his; 
men  were  flill  in  the  city  of  Mindanao,  where 
they  were  highly  efteemed  for  the  great  fervices 
they  had  performed  infighting  againft  the  Alfoores. 
As  they  were  now  fb  near  him,  Mr.  Dampier  at- 
tempted to  perfuade  fome  of  the  men  to  fubmit 
to  his  command  ;  but  this  coming  to  Capt.  Read's; 
knowledge,  he  took  efFe61ual  meafures  to  prevent 
it.  They  were  however  afterwards  informed,  that 
moft  of  Mr.  Swan's  men  got  off  in  different  fliips; 
but  that  himfelf  and  the  furgeon,  going  on  board 
a  Dutch  veliel  in  that  road,  were  overfet  by  th^ 
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natives,  and  drowned  ;  and  that  there  was  reafou 
to  fufpe6l  that  this  was  done  by  Raja  Laut's  order, 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  fome  gold  the  captain  had 
in  his  pofFellion,  and  which  fell  into  his  hands 
at  Mr.  Swan's  death,  as  in  revenge  for  his  having 
uttered  fome  few  flighting  exprellions  againft  him. 

On  the  2d  of  November.  Capt.  Read  left  thefe 
iflands,  fleering  a  fouth-eaft  courfe,  and  on  the 
2 2d,  {landing  three  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  ifland  of  Celebes,  they  perceived  a  large  proa, 
in  which  were  60  men,  attended  by  fix  fmaller 
ones,  whom  they  flrove  in  vain  to  allure  on  board, 
by  fhewing  them  Dutch  colours.  On  this  coaft 
they  found  cockles  of  fo  extraordinary  a  lize,  that 
the  meat  of  one  of  them  was  fufficient  to  ferve 
feven  or  eight  people. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  Mr.  Read  came  to  an 
anchor  in  an  harbour  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland 
of  Bouton,  in  4*^.  54*.  fouth  latitude.  This  ifland 
is  twenty-five  leagues  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth.  Within  a  league  of  the  harbour,  and 
half  a  mile  from  the  fea,  is  a  long  town  called 
Callafufung,  feated  on  the  top  of  a  fmall  hill,  in  a 
pleafant  plain,  enclofed  with  a  wall  of  cocoa  trees^ 
and  beyond  thefe  with  a  fi:rong  fi:one  wall.  The 
inhabitants  are  not  unlike  theMindanaians^  though 
they  are  more  cleanly.  They  are  Mahometans, 
and  fpeak  the  Malayan  tongue.  They  are  go- 
verned by  a  Sultan,  who  hearing  that  the  fiiip  was 
Englifli,  came  on  board  attended  by  fome  of  his 
nobles,  and  three  of  his  fons,  and  aiTured  Capt. 
Read,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  trade  with  his  fub- 
je6ls  for  whatever  he  pleafed,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  ferve  him  to  the  utmoll  of  his  power. 
Mr.  Read  caufed  him  to  be  faluted  with  five  guns 
on  his  coming  on  board,  and  on  his  returning  on 
Ihore,  with  the  fame  number.  The  natives  readily 
brought  fowls,  eggs,  potatoes,  and  other  provi- 
fions  on  board;  and  the  following  day  Capt.  Read^ 
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by  invitation^  vifited  the  fultan  in  his  palace,  whkh 
is  a  very  neat  building.  He  was  received  in  a  room 
on  the  ground  floor,  covered  with  mats,  after  his 
having  firlt  palled  through  a  lane  of  forty  naked 
foidiers,  armed  with  lances;  and  in  this  apartment 
was  entertained  with  cocoa  nuts,  betel  and  to- 
bacco- The  fultan  fome  time  after  made  him  a 
prelent  of  a  boy,  each  of  whofe  jaws  had  two  rows 
of  teeth,  and  of  two  he-goats.  Rice  and  potatoes 
were  in  great  plenty  upon  this  iiland,  as  were  alfo 
leveral  kinds  of  beautiful  birds,  particularly  par- 
rokeets,  whofe  feathers  are  beautifully  coloured, 
and  cockadores,  a  bird  as  white  as  fnow,  with  a 
bunch  of  feathers  upon  his  head  like  a  crown,  and 
in  other  refpe61s  refembling  a  parrot. 

They  ftaid  here  till  the  12th,  when  attempting 
to  weighs  they  broke  their  cable  and  loft  their  an- 
chor, which  had  hooked  on  a  rock.  However, 
they  got  clear  of  the  numerous  fhoals  about  thefe 
iflands,  and  on  the  20th  pafTed  by  Ombra,  which 
in  fome  maps  is  called  Pentara,  where  they  faw 
thick  fmokes  by  day  and  large  fires  by  night ;  but 
though  there  is  a  good  town  contiguous  to  the  fea, 
on  the  north  fide  of  theifland,  the  weather  would 
not  permit  their  ftanding  in  for  it. 

Having  got  clear  of  all  the  iflands  on  the  27th, 
they  fteered  for  New  Holland,  which  they  fell  in 
with  on  the  4th  of  January,  1688,  in  latitude  16^. 
50'.  fouth,  and  running  along  to  the  eaft  twelve 
leagues,  came  to  a  point  of  land,  to  the  eaft  of 
wjnch  they  anchored  on  the  5th. 

'  The  land  is  dry  and  fandy,  and  that  part  had  no 
frefli  water,  except  what  was  got  by  digging; 
many  forts  of  trees  are  feen  growing  in  the  country, 
at  a  di (lance  from  each  other,  with  pretty  long 
graft  under  them,  among  which  is  one  that  pro- 
duces gum  dragon,  or  dragon's  blood  ;  they  how- 
ever found  no  kind  of  fruit,  nor  fo  much  as  the 
tra6f:  of  any  brute  beaft,  except  one,  which  feemed 
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to  be  the  footftep  of  an  animal  like  that  of  a  large 
mailifF  dog.  There  are  alfo  very  few  fowls  or 
fmail  birds,  and  the  fea  feems  to  be  almoft  defti- 
tute  of  iilh,  except  the  manatees  and  turtle,  of 
which  there  are  great  plenty. 

The  inhabitants  apf)ear  to  bedeilitute  of  all  the 
accommodations  and  comforts  of  life,  they  have  no 
hoLifes  or  coverings  but  the  heavens  j  no  garments 
except  a  piece  of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  tied  like  a 
girdle  round  the  waiil ;  no  Iheep  or  poultry ;  and 
neither  boats  nor  iron  to  procure  them  better  ac- 
commodations ;  their  only  food  appears  to  be  a 
fmall  fort  of  fiih,  which  is  brought  in  with  every 
tide,  and  left  in  ilone  wiers,  built  upon  the  ihore 
for  that  purpofe  at  low  water. 

They  are  tall,  llender,  ftraight,  and  llrong 
limbed,  with  great  heads,  round  foreheads,  and 
large  eye- brows.  They  have  alfo  thick  limbs,  wide 
mouths,  bottle  nofes,  black  woolly  hair,  and  a 
very  dark  complexion.  They  have  no  beards,  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  two  fore-teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw  are  wanting  both  in  men  and  women.  But 
whether  this  is  a  natural  defe6l,  or  that  they  are 
pulled  out  by  way  of  ornament,  our  author  does 
not  pretend  to  determine.  There  feemed  to  be  no 
particular  conne6tions  between  the  fexes,  nor  any 
fuch  thing  as  marriage,  for  to  appearance  they 
lived  in  common  ;  and  Mr.  Dam  pier  could  not 
difcover  whether  they  had  either  religion  or  go- 
vernment ;  but  as  neither  he,  nor  any  one  on 
board,  could  underftand  a  fingle  word  of  their 
language,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  might  be 
miftaken  in  feveral  of  thefe  conjectures.  Their 
only  weapons  are  wooden  lances,  formed  of  a 
ftraight  pole  made  (harp  and  hardened  at  the  endj, 
and  wooden  fwords. 

Thefe  poor  people  were  dreadfully  frightened 
at  the  appearance  of  the  (hip's  crew  on  their  coaft  ; 
but  their  fears  fubfided,  on  finding  that  they  had 
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no  intention  to  injure  them.  Some  of  the  failors 
endeavoured  to  prevail  with  them  by  giving  them 
clothes,  to  lend  their  aliiftance  in  taking  in  a 
fupply  of  water ;  but  they  could  find  no  means  of 
making  themfelves  underftood ;  for  the  natives 
grinned  at  each  other,  examined  the  clothes  with 
feeming  amazement,  and  then  laid  them  down  on 
the  ground. 

On  the  i2th  of  March  they  left  this  coaft,  in 
order  to  fteer  for  Cape  Comorin,  and  on  the  28th, 
caft  anchor  at  a  fmall  woody  ifland,  in  10^.  30'. 
fouth  latitude,  where  they  watered,  and  caught 
a  great  number  of  boobies  and  land  crabs.  On  the 
12th  of  April  they  reached  the  iiland  of  Trieft, 
which  is  not  above  a  mile  in  circumference,  but  fo 
very  low,  that  it  is  quite  overflowed  by  the  tide  at 
flood,  and  yet  it  bears  great  plenty  of  cocoa  nuts, 
with  which  they  fl:ocked  themfelves,  and  here 
took  a  quantity  of  fifh,  and  two  young  alligators. 
This  place  they  left  on  the  i8th,  and  on  the  29th 
took  a  proa  at  anchor,  with  four  men  on  board, 
whom  Mr.  Read  took  prifoners,  after  having  feized 
their  cargo,  which  con  lifted  of  cocoa  nuts  and 
oil,  and  funk  the  vefTel,  to  prevent  Mr.  Dampier 
and  fome  others  from  making  their  efcape. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
at  the  north -weft  end  of  the  ifland  of  Nicobar, 
the  moft  foutherly  of  a  clufter  of  iflands,  to  which 
it  gives  name.  The  chief  commodities  of  which 
are  ambergrife  and  fruit,  which  are  brought  on 
board  fuch  ftiips  as  come  into  the  road,  by  the 
natives. 

This  ifland,  which  is  12  leagues  in  length,  and 
three  or  four  in  breadth,  is  fituated  in  7*^.  30. 
north  latitude.  It  enjoys  a  fertile  foil,  is  well 
watered,  and  forms  a  very  agreeable  landfcape  from 
the  fea.  The  natives  are  tall,  well  limbed,  and 
of  a  dark  copper-colour  complexion,  with  black 
eyesj  well   proportioned  nofes,  long  faces^    and 
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lank  black  bair.  Tbe  women  bave  no  eye-browsj, 
and  probably  pluck  off  tbe  bair  with  a  view  of 
rendering  themfelves  more  agreeable. 

Tbeir  houfes,  whicb  are  raifed  upon  polls  eight 
feet  from  tbe  ground,  con  lift  but  of  one  room, 
and  are  neatly  thatched  with  palmetto  leaves.  They 
have  no  appearance  of  any  fettled  government 
anion gft  them,  every  perfon  appearing  upon  an 
equal  footing.  They  are  difperfed  about  the  Ifland, 
and  there  are  feldom  found  above  four  or  five 
houfes  together.  They  have  a  few  fmall  hogs, 
fome  cocks  and  hens,  and  plaintains ;  but  neither 
rice,  yams,  nor  potatoes.  They  ufe  proas,  which 
hold  twenty  or  thirty  men,  and  make  ufe  of  oars 
as  we  do,  fitting  upon  benches  made  of  fpilt 
bamboo. 

Here  Capt.  Read  took  in  a  frefh  fupply  of  water, 
and  ordered  the  men  to  heel  the  fliip,  in  order  to 
clean  her.  While  they  were  here,  Mr.  Dampier 
got  leave  of  Capt.  Read  to  go  on  Ihore,  with  his 
cheft  and  bedding,  and  Mr-  Hall  and  Mr.  Ambrofe 
being  alfo  defirous  of  leaving  this  profligate  and 
unruly  crew,  came  on  Ihore  with  him.  The  place 
where  they  landed  had  but  two  houfes,  the  mafter 
of  one  of  which  by  figns  invited  Mr.  Dampier 
to  enter,  intimating,  that  in  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  he  might  be  expofed  to  fome  danger  from 
wild  beafts  in  the  woods.  Mr.  Coppinger,  the 
furgeon,  was  very  defirous  of  following  their  ex- 
ample, but  was  prevented  by  force.  However, 
the  pilot  they  had  brought  from  Pulo  Condore, 
and  the  four  men  who  had  been  taken  in  the  proa, 
were  alfo  left  upon  the  ifland.  The  above  pilot 
being  a  Portuguefe,  and  underftanding  the  Malay- 
an, and  other  Indian  tongues,  was  an  ufeful  mem- 
ber of  this  little  community. 
.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  Mr.  Read  got 
vmder  fail,  when  thofe  on  ihore  laid  down  to  fleep, 
which  they  did  not  dare  to  do  before,  lefl;  he  fliould 
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have  revoked  his  leave^  and  have  difpatched  fome 
of  his  men  to  take  them  on  board  by  torce ;  and 
indeed  he  would  fcarcely  have  permitted  them  to 
have  llaid  there,  if  he  had  imagined  that  they 
could  find  the  means  of  leaving  the  ifland. 

Early  in  the  morning  Mr.  Dampier  v\as  vilited 
by  his  kind  hoft,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  of 
his  friends,  bringing  with  him  a  large  calabafh  of 
toddy.  Though  the  Indian  was  at  firft  furprized 
to  fee  the  number  of  his  guefts  fo  much  encreafed, 
he  foon  appeared  perfedly  fatisfied,  and  fold  them 
a  proa  for  an  axe,  which  one  of  them  had  catcned 
up  and  privately  brought  away  with  hmi,  know- 
ing it  to  be  a  good  commodity  among  the  Indians. 
This  proa  was  as  large  as  a  wherry,  but  they  no 
foonergoton  board  her,  with  all  their  efFe(5fs,  but 
it  overiet  with  them,  and  it  took  them  up  three 
days  in  drying  their  papers,  and  the  other  goods 
contained  in  their  chcfis.  However,  with  the 
affiltance  of  fome  Achin  failors,  they  foon  fet  her 
to  rights,  and  fitted  her  with  a  good  malt  and 
balance- logs,  or  out-liggers,  *  and  then  fteered 
for  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  followed  by  the  m- 
habitants,  in  eight  or  ten  canoes ;  but  they  were 
frighted  away  by  Mr.  Hall,  who  fearing  that  fuch 
a  large  company  would  increale  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions,  fired  a  gun  over  their  heads,  which  had 
like  to  have  produced  very  ill  confequences ;  for 
the  Achin  men,  who  were  their  moft  uleful  hands, 
were  fo  terrified  that  they  leaped  out  of  the  canoe, 
and  it  was  fome  time  before  they  could  be  perfuaded 
to  believe  that  no  harm  was  intended  them,  and 
it  fo  intimidated  the  inhabitants  that  they  brought 
them  no  provifions,  which  they  ufed  to  purchafe 
for  fmall  ffripes  of  cloth  and  old  rags, 

*  See  an  accurate  defcription  of  thefe  proas,  in  Commodore 
Anfon's  Voyage. 
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Now  the  inhabitants  every  where  appeared  to 
oppofe  their  landing ;  but  in  a  day  or  two  Mr. 
Dampier  and  Mr.  Hall,  leaping  on  Ihore  in  the 
light  of  great  numbers  of  them^  foon  made  peace 
by  fliaking  them  by  the  hand^  upon  which  they 
were  as  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions  as 
ufual.  Thefe  confifted  of  mallories,  the  pulp  of 
which  being  taken  from  the  rind  and  the  core, 
and  preiFed  together,  may  be  preferved  fix  or  feven 
days:  Some  hens,  and  a  few  cocoas,  with  fome 
large  cocoa-nut  Ihelis,  filled  with  about  eight 
gallons  of  water.  With  only  thefe  fea  ftores,  they 
left  Nicobar  on  the  15th  of  May,  1688,  ileering 
directly  towards  Achin. 

On  the  1 8th  the  Iky  became  overfpread,  and  a 
halo  or  bright  circle  encompalling  the  fun,  made 
them  apprehend  an  approaching  Itorm;  and  indeed 
the  tempeft  was  foon  fo  violent,  that  they  expe6t- 
ed  every  moment  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea. 
However,  on  the  19th  in  the  morning,  after  having 
been  dreadfully  buffeted  by  a  tempeft  of  wind, 
rain,  thunder,  and  lightening,  they  to  their  great 
joy  heard  one  of  their  Achin  men  cry  Pulo-Way, 
which  is  an  ifland  fituated  near  the  north-weft  end 
of  Sumatra  ;  but  about  noon  they  difcovered  that 
the  high  land  they  had  miftaken  for  that  ifland 
proved  the  golden  mountain  of  Sumatra;  the  next 
day,  fteering  for  the  (hore,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
near  the  mouth  of  a  river,  thirty-fix  leagues  to 
the  eaft  of  Achin,  and  being  half  dead  with  the 
fatigues  of  the  voyage,  were  condu61:ed  to  a  fmall 
fifliing  town  near  the  river,  where  they  were  kindly 
treated  by  the  inhabitants,  and  ftaid  till  June  ; 
but  finding  that  they  recovered  their  health  but 
flowly,  they  refolved  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
to  the  Englifh  fidlory  at  Achin ;  for  which  purpofe 
they  were  provided  with  a  proa,  that  carried  them 
thither  in  three  days,  where  they  were  received 
with  great  hofpitality,  and  treated  in  a  very  friend- 
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]y  manner  by  Mr.  Dennis  Drifcol,  who  was  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Eaft-Inda  Company,  and  ferved  as 
an  interpreter  betvv^eeu  them  and  the  Sabander, 
or  chief  ma  filtrate. 

Here  Mr.  Dampier  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  Captain  Bowrey,  v/ho  would  have  perfuaded 
him  to  fail  with  him  to  Perfia,  in  quality  of  boat- 
iwaio  ;  but  hedechned  accepting  of  this  propofal, 
on  account  of  the  ill  (tate  of  his  health.  However, 
Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Am brofe  entered  on  board  Mr. 
Bowrey's  fliip,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Dampier  en- 
gaged with  Captain  Yveldon,  under  whom  he  made 
ieveral  trading  voyages,  for  upwards  of  fifteen 
pjonths,  and  afterwards  entered  as  a  gunner  to  an 
Engliih  fa6fory  at  Bencoolen  ;  but  quitted  the  em- 
ployment five  months  after,  from  a  didike  to  the 
governor  of  the  fort. 

Uj)on.  this  coaft  he  flayed  till  the  year  1691, 
iind  then  embarked  for  England,  on  board  the 
Defence,  Captain  Heath  commander,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  make  his  efcape  by  creeping  through 
one  of  tlie  port-holes  ;  for  the  governor  had  re- 
voked his  promife  of  allowing  him  to  depart, 
but  he  brought  off  bis  journal  and  moft  valuable 
papers. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1691,  Captain  Heath 
llriled  in  company  with  three  other  ihips,  but  had 
not  been  long  at  lea  before  a  fatal  diftemper  raged 
on  board,  which  was  attributed  to  the  badnefs  of 
the  water  that  Vv^as  taken  in  at  Bencoolen,  during 
the.land  floods,  when  it  is  often  impregnated  with 
the  tin<5fures  of  poifonous  roots  or  herbs.  Upon 
this  occafion.  Captain  Heath  behaved  extremely 
Veil  ;  for  he  not  only  conftantly  kept  watch  him- 
t^sit,  but  fupplied  the  men  with  fome  of  his  own 
tiimarinds;  for  the  moll  efFcdual  remedy  they 
CO? I  id  difcover  was,  mixing  this  fruit  with  the 
ricet'ncy  eat.  By  this  dillemper  they  loft  above 
thirty  of  their  ir.en,  and  had  fcarce  fo  many  left 
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as  were  fufficient  to  bring  them  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope:  but  by  the  affiilance  of  a  Dutch  cai)- 
taiii  and  his  men,  they  came  to  an  anchor  there 
in  the  beginning  of  April,  when  they  were  fet  on 
fliore,  and  fupplied  with  beef,  mutton,  and  other 
refrefhments. 

Here  Mr.  Dampier  alfo  landed  with  the  painted 
prince  that  had  been  given  him  by  one  Mr.  Moody, 
who  had  bought  him  and  his  mother  at  Mindanao, 
and  afterwards  went  with  Mr.  Dampier  to  Bea- 
coolen,  when,  at  parting,  he  gave  him  half  the 
iliare  in  this  painted  man  and  his  mother,  and 
left  them  in  his  cuftody.  They  were  born  in  the 
ifland  of  Meangis,  which,  as  he  told  our  author, 
abounds  in  gold,  cloves,  and  nutmegs.  He  was 
curioufly  painted  on  the  breaft,  betwixt  his  Ihoui- 
ders,  and  on  the  back,  but  moft  of  all  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  thighs,  after  the  manner  of  flower 
work.  This  Mr.  Dampier  underilood  was  per- 
formed by  pricking  the  Hun,  and  then  rubbing 
into  it  a  gum,  which  flows  from  a  tree  called 
damurer,  ufed  in  fome  parts  of  the  Indies  hiHeiid 
of  pitch ;  and  he  told  Mr  Dampier,  that  thofe  of 
his  country  wore  goldQU  ear-rings  and  bracelets 
about  their  arms  and  legs,  and  that  their  food  was 
fowl,  fi(h  and  potatoes.  As  to  his  captivity,  he 
fliid,  that  as  one  day  he,  his  father  and  mother, 
were  going  in  a  canoe  to  one  of  the  adjacent  iilands, 
they  were  taken  by  fome  of  the  Mindanaian  iiiher- 
men,  who  fold  them  all  to  Raja  Laut's  interpreter, 
with  whom  he  and  his  mother  lived  five  years  as 
Haves,  and  then  were  fold  for  lixty  dollars  to  Mr. 
Moody.  Some  time  afterwards  Mr.  Moody  made 
Mr.  Dampier  a  prefent  of  his  other  Ihare  in  them  ; 
but  the  mother  died  foon  after ;  and  our  author 
had  much  ado  to  fave  the  fon's  life. 

By  the  above  iicknefs,  Capt.  Heath's  (hip  was 
fo  thinned,  that  he  was  obliged  to  accept  of  the 
fervice  of  fome  Dutch  failors,  who  privately  de- 
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ferted  to  him  from  other  (hips,  cither  for  the  fake 
of  profit,  or  of  fpeedily  returning  to  England. 

After  flaying  here  fix  weeks,  they  left  the  Cape 
on  the  23d  of  May  ;  on  the  20th  of  June  they 
arrived  at  St.  Helena,  and  failing  from  thence  on 
the  2d  of  July,  anchored  in  the  Downs  on  the  i6th 
of  September,  1691.  Mr.  Dam  pier  after  his  ar- 
rival in  the  Thames,  being  in  want  of  money, 
fold  at  firft  part  of  his  property  in  the  painted 
Prince,  and  by  degrees  all  the  refi:  After  which 
this  Indian  was  carried  about  for  a  fight,  and 
ihewn  for  money,  but  at  laft  died  of  the  fmall  pox 
at  Oxford. 
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